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CHAP. I. Ver. 1. 
T he words of the Preacher, the Son of David, Kjng of Jeruſalem. 


H1'S Book (written by King Solomon, about the fourti- 
eth year of his Reign, and laſt of his Life, Awno Mundt,, 
zo ger d) is ro in Greek, Eccleſiaſtes; in Hebrew, Chobe. 
nifying,.a caller unto (ora gatherer 
ther of) Men,to Forms. to them the words of God's Wiſdom, 
to their everlaſting bleſſednels. This 1s the proper work of the 
inf libleSp it of Che in himſelf and Saints, Pro. 1. 20-23. and 
8. 1,--9. hit living Creature-Word and Wiſdom of God, is culled 
the Beginning, inand by which, God created the Heaven ho the earth, 
Gez. x. 1. The purely divine Form of God, did (by way of emana-- 
tion or generation, not properly creation )- produce that Supreany 
Creature-formof him, inperſonal Union with it ſelf, from ever- 
lafting, as it {elf tells us, Prov. 8. 22; 23. This became his fitted 
Hand, , by which, to Create the World, as alſo to mediate between 
meer creaturality i in Angels and Men,when made, and the fingle in« 
finite Divi m_ This fountain Creature-$pir#r, is, by Divine Au« 
God, -and aſſerted to be the immediate Creator of all © 


, John 1.1,-3. Col. 1. 15, 16. Yea, the Man Chriſt, as the 
4 $ in this hand of God ( read jo fa frth im dem) 
ids ( Heb. 1--3.) Natural 
and Spiritual, by a firſt and ſecond Creation. He gave an Immor- © 
rality ofBeing, not of. Life, to Angels and Men, by the Firſt : but 


true Life and Immortality are browg ht to light, andſet u in them, on- ated 
Iy, in and by the Second. . TheFir was a mortal Law-life; the * 


d is an everlaſtin pel-Life, 27m. 1. r0. Whoever fall 
ſhort of Chriſt's Goſſ lie (as all do, that finally refaſe to part 
with their fading Law-life, by a hol yr mr: death of their own __ 
S uit and Narie fal ſhort alſo of glory ay whey . 
ee and enjoy the divine glory, as Co-heirs, wit CR | 
living,creating, preaching Ford and Creature-W:; cſi f God, is ot 
Hupreamt receaver, ; lll dchrer of thew — 
dos 6 Vine- 
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-Uivine Mind, relating to Angels and Men. The words of 7+ livin 
Word, will proſper in the thing, whereto ſent, the Eternal Life or Deat 


of the obedient receivers, or willful rejeCters thereof, 1/a. 55. 11. 
2 Cor. 2.15, 16. God effeftually makes obedient ſubmitters to, and 
receivers of it. Wicked Men and-Angels make themſelves willful 
haters, final refſers, and incorrigible enemies thereof, Ho. 13. 9. 
In this ſupream Creature-being, the ary Creature-Book and l;- 
ving Wordof God, did all things conſiſt, or (tand np together, in a Ra- 
dical exiſtence, before brought forth in their actual ſubſiſtencies, by 
Creation. I» this Book were all our Members written, when, «s yet, there 
w4s none of them. Our ſubſtance was not hid from God, but ſeen by him, 
together with all we ſhall ever come to be, or do ; and all, he will 
do with us, to all eternity, P/al. 139. 15, 16. Seen and known to him 
were all the morks of his hands, and all the works of thoſe works, Men 
and Angels, towards him, before their actual ProduQtion or perſon- 
all Individuation.: Yea, before their {aid radical Exiſtence. There 
are no Futurities to His infinite Underſtanding, All things, paſt, 
preſent, and tocome, were ever preſent to him. The Supream Crea- 
ture-Spirit, Word, and Wiſdom of God, is called May, as alſoare 
Angels, both good and bad. The man Gabriel, that appeared to Da- 
riel, Zachary and Mary, ( Dan,g. 21. Luk.1.19.& verſ. 26, 27. ) 
was this Creature-Spirit in the Mediator. Good Angels, alſo, have 
been frequently repreſented as, and called Mey, Gey, 18.2. and other 
Scriptures. Evil Angels allo, are called Men of ſin, Sons of Perdition, 
in and with their Luciferian Head, 2 The. 2. 3. By the communi- 
cated Spiritual Light of the Man Chriſt, to Angels and Men, can 
either of them, under and with him, become true ſcers of God, in his 
divine and creature-glories, 10 as to be true Preachers, and rightly 
qualified Declarers of his divine and fpiritual Things or Truths, 
buch a Seer of God was Solomon the Preacher and Writer of this Book. 
And in the fame Light, in which 2 Seey of the things of God, was 
he enabled,infallibly to ſee and declare the Vanity of all firſt-creation 
Life and Goodneſs, and the never-fading Glories and excellencies of 
the Second. In the all-penetrating Spirit of true Prophecy,did he ſee 
the deep things of Gods atvinity, and the natural and ſpiritual things 
of the firſt and ſecond Creation, what each amounted to. So could 
be, with other awakened ſpiritual Saints,infallibly propheſy or os 
| te 


LE | 
tell, what will become of an TAL els toEternity (as found 
rebelliouſly fixing in their firſt-creation Life and State of Vanity, or 
obediently ſurrendring it for the ſecond) in Eternal Life or Death, 
In this true ſpirit of Prophecy, did Solomon ( with his Father David, 
and other Saints) find out and ſet in order many right words, words 
Truth, given from one Shepherd, Eccl. 12. 10, 11. The ſpirit of the 
Lord,the rock of T{rael,ſpake to and by David. His Word,ſaies hegwas in 
my tongue, 2 Sam. 23. 2, 3. Such words only as the Holy Ghoſt teach- 
eth, words of Gods wifdom, ſhew the way of ſalvation, and of ſcaping 
damnation. Such words only ſhew thoſe glorious things, God hath, 
in everlaſting love, provided for Saints; and the dreadful amazi 
things, he hath, in everlaſting wrath, prepared for incorrigible fin+ 
ners ;.neither of which, can; the Eye, Ear, Heart,.or Underſtanding 
of natural Man or Angel, take any right meaſure or notice of. Man 
and Angel, in the utmoſt wiſdomoof their own nature, are bounded - 
with fir{t-creation vanities, for Obje&t ; of which number, its very 
ſelf is; and they, therein. When view'd in the infallible Light, 
and weighed in the juſt Ballance of Gods new-creation Santtuary-Spirit, 
they! al be found lighter than wanity. t. The Son of David, King of Fe: 
ruſalem. So, a Type of the Man Chrift ( as Son of the great and 
originally unchangable Creature-ſpirit of the Mediator ) the true 
King of his New-Feruſalem Saints ; ſet up, by God, on his holy Hill of 
Ryjon, Pſah. 2.6. John 5. 22. 27. Af. 17.31, &c. 


Verſ. Il. Vanity of wanities, ſaith the Preacher , Vanity of vanities , 
all is vanity. 


The doubling, of the words, Vanity 'of wanities, is emphatical, 
more ſtrongly aſſerting this irrefragable Truth, That vain are alt 
things in the firſt-creation world, or natural ſtate-of Men and An. 
gels, This ſay's the Preacher , Solomon, as turning from" his own * 
Wiſdom or Underſtanding, and owning the =_ Ghoſt» (or New- 
creature, Goſpel-ſpirit of: Chriſt) in him; the fole-diQtating Author 
of this Book. Vazity of Vanities, in the Hebrew manner of expreſ- 
ſing, ſignifies moſt vain, in the faperlative degree? May, at his beſt 
eſtate, jo) ſo, Angel, at-his-beſt, before the Fall of either ) wers 
altogether Vanity, ( Pſa. 39: 5. ) and ſince the Fall, are they worke, 
lighter then Vanity it (elf, / MA Yes P/al. 62.9... Iſa. = on 7. 
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Neither of them had, at firſt, any durable Life, Wiſdom, R?ches, Glg- 
ry,oothing but what was mortal,periſhable,and vaniſhing. All was 
but 4 fading Flower of the firſt.creation Field, or World. Theutmoſt 
growth, beauty, flouriſh and fruitfulneſs of the corruptible ſeed of 
God's left-hand planting in them by a firſt-creation, is no more or 
better. And all their belt deſires, births, fruits, thoughts or aftions 
therein,are varity;can never exceed the fading nature and title ofthe 
root, whence they ſpring ; the fleſhly T ree of good and evil, on which 
they grow. All viſible things, Glory, Riches, Power, (together 
with the litteral Sun, that produces and renders the reſt, viſible) are 
but Vanity of vanities, ſhadows of ſhadows, to wit, of the intelleQtu- 
all firſt-creation Sun, the fir{t-covenant Spirit, with all the inward 
myftical riches, life, wiſdom, righteouſnels, glories and excellencies 
produced thereby, in the natural firſt-creation ſtate of Man or An- 
gel, at beſt. The moſt excellent births, fruits, Inv or, or 
works of Righteouſneſs, brought forth and done, but under the im- 
pregnating and frudtifying influence of the firſt-covenant Spirit, 
and fo, of Chriſt therein, as a fleſhly Bridegroom to them ; all theſe 
ſill, are but Vazity, or vaniſhing ſhadows of ſpiritual, heavenly , 
eternal, ſubſtantial things or truths, durable riches, everlaſting life, 
food and clothing ; the glory that excells and remains for ever,inthe New- 
creation ſtateot Man or Angel. AlPs but the wb and Image of the 
earthly, in the Spirit of Nature ; not of the heavenly, in the new-crea- 
ture Spirit of Grace, The life, wj{dom, form of godlineſs, righteouſ- 


eſs of Man or Angel, in their own nature, as at firſt created, were 


real, but not true, in a Scripture-ſenſe. All are but ſhadows of the 
everlaſting Life, power of Goalineſfs, wiſdom and righteouſneſs of God, in 
the New-creation, or Second Covenant. Holy fleſh ; cleanſed, righte: 
ous nature (and ſo, the common or general Salvation all men are ca- 
pable, ſince the Fall, of being reſtored into, by the Redeemer) is but 
a ſhadow of true holineſs, ſpecial, everlaſting ſalvation, in God's holy 
New-creature ſpirit of Grace and Truth. True godlineſs ; the myſtery 
the power of goalineſs ; trae or everlaſting Life, Salvation, an bleſ- 
{edneſs; the Life, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs of God, in his New- 
covenant ſpirit of Grace, none of theſe true things were poſſeſſed by 
2ny Angel or Man, in the Primitive unſtained purity of their na. 
turals, by the firſt-creation, All theſe true things of God were re. 
preſented 


| SR 5 9 
preſented to them all, in the Tree of true Life, by way of Objett, as 
what God had in reſerve, to beftow upon them, by a new-creation; 
on their obedient ſurrender and parting with that mortal Life and 
State, they received by the firſt. God calls what he gave them, by the 
firſt-creation, their own; their life, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 8c, What 
he offers them by a new-creation, he calls hi own; his life, wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, &c, All men, that Satan can bring to feed only the 
natural things of Man or Angel, and never at all, the ſpiritual, new- 
creature things of Chriſt and God ( Mar. 16. 23.) are fixed with 
him in unchangable enmity to God. The New-creature Life and 
things, God calls hi own, are tranſcendently ſuperiour to Mar*sown, 
as the Litteral Heavens are above the Earth. The duplication of this 
Hebrew ſuperlative,the double Out-cry or Proclamation, here, im- 
plies the abſolute certainty and great importance of the aſſertion, as 
alſo that Solomon would have the thing here proclaim'd, underſtood 
as the ſum or compend of this whole Book, which he explains by de- 
grees, in the various parts thereof. What he, indiſtinQly, and as in 
a tranſport, cries out of as Vanity of vanities, he begins to lodgand 
fix his meaning in, faying, All « vanity. And this (All) yet, 
as ſomewhat indiftinCt, is (after ) hmited within its due bounds, 
yetallowed its full extent and circumference, over and over,in this 
tirſt Chapter. All things under heaven, under the ſan all earthly, mor- 
tal life and goodneſs, received by Manor Angel, in their firſt-creati- 
on ; all below whatis heavenly, ſpiritual, and everlaſting, in and by 
the ſecond, are vaxity, or vaniſhing, periſhing things, however good 
in their kind ; and uſeful in their place. This fixes and compleats 
this leading Propoſition and Foundation of the enſuing Diſcourſe. 
All-viſible' things under the litteral Sun ( CY on 1ts influence, 
as concurring ſecond Cauſe of their ProduCtion and Preſervation, 
and rendred viſible by its light) and then, all the iwvi/{ible rhings 
of Man and Angel, all the Life, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Excellencies, 
Glories, and all the Deſires, Thoughts and Operations of their invili- 
ble, immortal ſpirits, «»der the myſtical firſt-creation Su#, or firſt- 
covenant ſpirit of nature in the Mediator, aff theſe things are compre- 
hended under the title, 'Vanity, All their counſels, fudics: purpo- 
{es and contrivances for true happineſs, within the compaſs, and i 
the fingleaQivity of that natural ſtate, or life, lite and all, a 5YVawi- 
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ty. Vanity is written out upon Tree and Fruit, Root and Branch, 
Principle and Operations, throughout, 1n that ſtate of both. The in- 
fallible new-creature ' in of true Prophecy, declares this, concern- 
ing all the goodneſs, life or excellencies, found in the old,natural,firſt- 
creation ſtate of Angel and Man, Thus Spirit, in Chriſt and awaken- 
cd ſpiritual Saints, can propheſy or certainly fore-tell, what will be- 
come of any man (as finally rejecting or complying withits reproofs 
of Death on his own ſpirit of Nature, and = of Life, 1n 
God's Spirit of Grace) in Eternal Life or Death. This New-crea- 
ture ſpirit of Life and true Propheſy, is below the infinite Divinity, 
but tranſcendently above all natural, firſt-creation Life and Things, 
in Manor Angel. Paul, inall the. Light, Wiſdom, and Righteouſ- 
neſs of his reſtor'd naturalls ( Phil. 3. 4,6.) Was exceedingly mad 
againſt Chriſt's Goſpel Truths and Saints, As 26, 11. What work 
then is Man ( though wiſe, trong, and honourable in Chriſt, (1 Cor. 4. 
Lo.) as to firſt-covenant attainments). like to make of it at Goſpel, 
or ſhewing the true way of Salvation ? God knows all the Thoughts of” 
21an, in his higheft wiſdom, to be vain, 1 Cor, 3. 20, All purely di- 
vine things, the deep things of God; and all fpiritual, heavenly, new- 
creation things, lye clear out of the reach of all ſingle ms under- 
ſtanding of man or angel, x Cor. 2. 9-14. Their vain wiſdom has no- 
thing but Vanity, for its immediately diſcernable Obje&t. If we 
extend this, all s Vanity, beyond the ſphere of natural, to divineor 
ſpiritual creature-things, we blaſpheme. If we narrow or confine 
its ſignificancy to meer viſible outward naturals, and call the upper 
ſort of Vanities ( the inviſible excellencies of natural Manor Angel) 
Spiritual, we blaſpheme allo, by thruſting them into theroom, and 
grving them the Title of the New-creation things of God. Fleſh and 
pirit, natural and Spiritual, in Scripture, are the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
raQters of all natural firſt-creation life and things thereof, in Angel 
or Man ; and of ths things of God, inthe ſecond. To reckon,. with the 
young man, the Corinthians, and Laodiceans, that when full; rich, wiſe, 
ſtrong, and honourable, 1n the reſtored firſt-covenant Law-life of our 
own nature, me need wothing ( Rev. 3. 17.) as to:Eternal Life, we 
ſhall find our ſelves: ſo far miſtaken, that indeed we want ev 
thing,and muſt part with all we have, for that every thing. Neither 
Unerrenmciſion, nor Circumciſion, corrupt nor righteous Nature, holy 


or 
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or unholy fleſh and bſood, Ganifics any thing, as to eternal Life, or 
our entering the Kjngdom of God, but that we be New creatures; have 
ſpiritual, new-creation Lite, about us. If true Righteouſneſs and Sal- 
vation were to be found or had iz the Law-Life, or firſt-covenant, firſt- 
creation ſtate, #0 need of Goſpel, or a new-covenant Life by the 
Second, Heb. 8. 7. | 
If the natural life of _ and Man, ſet up in both,by the firft-crea- 
tion, had bin immortal, unchangable, eternal, every one ofthem 
had infallibly bin ſaved. And, it but mortal, and no more excel 
lent life and things had bin prepared by God, to beſtow upon them, 
by a new and {econd-creation of them, not one of them could ever 
have bin ſaved. All had infallibly periſhed, for ever. None will 
now ſo periſh, but ſuch as finally refuſe to part with and loſe their 
fading lite and things, 1n the firſt creation, for Gods everlaſting crea- 
ture-life, wiſdom, righteouſnes, and glory, in the ſecond. Miſſe but 
the true extent and bounds of the word all, in this ſaying, all is vani- 
ty, and wemifle all, as to the main ſcope and deſign of this Book. 
That all viſible, outward things are vaniſhing ſhadows, the com- 
mon light of reaſon, in heathens, can declare. But, the reputed or- 
. thodox wiſdom of man, in the glory of a reſtored fir{t-covenant righ- 

teous life,is theArch-heretick in the main poi rn remptorily 
aſſerting the inviſible natural excellencies he is poſſeſſed of,to be ſp1- 
ritual, For ſo,he perfeQtly excludes the true ſpiritual things of Chriſt | 
and God, and ſhuts up the kingdom of Heaven ( Mat. 23. 13. ) excludes 
all the truths or things thereof, out of his doCtrine. Then, the whole 
counſel of God, about the ſalvation of man i counted fooliſhnes and mad- 
nes,by him. Where will man be, when God i Jadge himſelf ? The 
Heavens will declare his Rsghteouſneſs ( Pal. 50. 6.) not Man's, to be 
that which qualifies any for enterance into hs Kingdom. A moſt 
diſmal concluſion, will the ſelf-confident Diſputers of this World, 
"againſt God, and all his things, in the next, come to. When their 
Conſciences are opened, all their mouths will be ſtopped, They'l have no- 
thing to ſay. Al Words of Man's wiſdom about the things of God, are 


moſt falſe and Heretical. They afſert thoſe to be the things of God, 

which are not; and utterly deny thoſe that are. All Man's Do- 

Qtrines, Reaſons or Argpanans Ulſes, Motives, &c. amount to but 
his 


the perſwaſoue words of 


fooliſh wiſdom, to eſtabliſh his hearers in a 
direct 
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dire&t contrariety to God's, Alls but the gingling confuſed ndiſe of 
tinckling Cymbals, giving no certain ſound, as to what is pleaſing to 
God, or wherein zo rept the Devil. They labour to keep off any 
the leaſt word of a true tendency this way, This work are mult1- 
tudes of blind leaders and their followers at, ſhorting themſelves in their 
own deceivings, as to the grand concern of both. Any word, towards 
the opening the Kjngdom of Heaven, they reckon the arranteſt Here- 
{y in the World. All this, from want of a right owning the diſtinQi- 
on of firſt-.creation vanities and -ſhadows ( 1n the full extent and 
comprehenſiveneſs of this, Al is vamty) from ſpiritual, new-cre- 
ation Subſtances and Truths. All that is natural 1s Vanity, and ſo, 
the ſubjeCt on which zhe Croſs, or ſpiritual Sword of Chritt, falls ; it 
muſt dye, in every Angel and Man, as brought upon them in love 
or wrath, whether on obedient Saints, or incorrigible ſinners. Fob 
was amaz'd to ſee his reſtor'd humane Excellencies, ſmitten by the 
' Croſs. And his three miſtaking Friends were amaz'd to find his 
. Spirit, as to all the natural wiſdom, reſtored life and excellencies 
thereof, lye a bleeding under the friendly death-woundsof Chriſt's 
{piritual Sword, To reckon Jobs Body, Children, and outward con- 
cerns only, all that was ſtruck at, by the Crols, is to miſs the princi- 
pal ſcope and intent of that Book. So, to mils the full extent of the 
Al! that i vanity, here, is to mils the main deſign of this. All that 
ſo ſtate Job's Caſe, miſs the main defign of God's Love, which was 
thereby accompliſhed upon him, for his Salvation ; andthe main de- 
ſign of the Devils wrath, for his final deſtruftion, which was not 
accompliſhed , nor could be. A parallel miſtake. of this leadi 
word, here, All & Vanity, will gravel theutmoſt wiſdom of the wc 
{oaring, Seraphick undertaker, in the wiſdom of man, to interpret 
this Book. He will never border upon,or come near the deſign of it, 
which is, to undeceive men 1n their purſuit after true happineſs, 
which all implicitly defire, but millions unalterably hate that Life, 
wherein it does conſiſt. Mar gad*s abroad, to change his way, ina vaſt 
heap of periſhing vanities, firſt-creation defireables, delights of the 
{ons of men ; and wholly miſſes all thoſe ſubſtantial new-creation 
things or truths which are rhe delights of the Sons of God. Thus does 
Man labour for, and ſeek after true happineſs, under a perfett and 
abſolute impoſſibility, of ever finding it. Man,inall poſſible variety 


[9] 
of condition, within the compaſs of his firſt-creation make an \, . 
never gets out of, or ſurmounts the ſphere of Vanity. Vaiitry 
writ upon all he is, hath, can think, ſpeak, or do, therein. Root and 
Branch, Tree and Fruit,Principles and Performances; all is Vanity. 


Why, then 


Verſ. IN. What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh u; 
der the Sun? 


What remains toa man,after dead, of all his labour in this world ? 
read's the Chaldee. Nothing. How ates the Wiſe man? As the fool : 
the righteous ? as the wicked; both periſh, for ever. The higheſt righ- 
no of man gives him no Title to the Kingdom of God. And 
where then muſt he be ? Nothing: of his fading, myſtical, inward 
Riches or Glory, as well as outward, ſhall deſcend after hims, or remain 
with him ; Pſal. 49. 17. Praiſed he was of mes ( vetl. 18.) and liked 
himſelf paſſing well, as truly bleſſed, but will find he never had 
the praiſe and approbation-Seal of God (as truly $o0d in his fight) or a- 
ny thing conducible to true bleſſednels. Mar bleſſes the coverous heap- 
ers up of inward or outward periſhing Riches, whow the Lord ab. 
horreth ( Pſa. 10. 3.) as they, him, and his true, What profit then 
can man expett of all his Iabour under the Sun, in but a firſt-covenant 
Lifeand Righteouſneſs ? Nothing below the Holy Ghoſt, or new- 
creature conſtant, right, teddy Spirit ( Pſal. 51. 10.) and principle 
of everlaſting righteouſneſs, ſignifies any hore. Toa to his true fil 
vation. When he reckons he has all, he has nothing of durable life, 
riches, food, or clothing, but is wretched, miſerable, poor, blind and na- 
ked. The wiſdom of ſeli-confident man, muſles the deſign and prin- 
cipal intendment of God, in the whole Scripture. To preach up the 
righteouſneſs of man, in the firſt-covenant-law , is good, 1n its 
kind. But, to aſſert this, to be an everlaſting Goſpel-life, or ſtate of 
true ſalvation, is the higheſt evil; the very doCtrine, Satan preach'd 
to Eve. Te ſhall not dye at all; the Life ye have 1n the firſt-creation 
(that's but natural) iseternal. This is May's and Satar's awcurſed other 
Goſpel, handed to men, with great confidence, i» the woras of their 
twiſted humane and Serpentine w:/dow”s. To eftabliſh and warrant 
men in their own righteouſneſs, holy fleſh, for lalvation, is the wery 
dorine of devils, Fis a ſetting = of Manand Angel, in their {; pirit 
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of Nature, againſt God's Spirt of Grace and Truth. All, that finally 
perſiſt in this Doctrine and way, in ſtead of the Saints everlaſting reſt, 
will find the Lake of fire and brimſtone, prepared for the Dewil and his 
Anzels. Enmity to God and his Goſpel-Spirit, 1s infeperable from 
the reſtored firſt-covenant life of the Law, in man ; yea, gets ſtrength, 
courage, credit, and great authority, by the comming of the command, 
or freſh ſetting up that loſt life, in him, by the Redeemer ; as Paul 
found ; Rome. 7. While then men are heaping up riches, and reckon 
chey are doing welt to themſelves, there, fo as to deſpiſe the riches of 
God's gangs they are treaſuring up to themſelves wrath againſt the day 
of wrath. T heir, moth-eaten, cankred, ruſty, corruptible Riches, my- 
{tical as well as litteral, wi/lzeſtify againſt them, in God's day, for truſt- 
ing in them in their day, on earth, againft all his faithful warnings, 
to the contrary, Jam. 5. 1-3. 


Verſ. IV. One generation paſſeth away, and another generation COM 
meth : but the earth abideth for ever. 


' Eternity and Immutability are the requiſite AdjunCts of that, 
wherein man's true felicity conſiſts. He muſt look for it in things 
Eternal, or never find it. And ry. are not ſeen by natural underſtand- 
mg, 2 Cor. 4. 18. The litteral ſenſe of theſe words, is evident to the 
common underſtanding, and univerſal experience of mankind. The 
{piritual, is a myſtery to the higheſt wiſdom of the moſt enlightned, 
r12hteous party of men, in but their own ſingle ſpirit of nature, ſhort 
of ſpiritual light. Man, therein, eſteems and values only the cleans'd 
adorn'd, rich and fruitful myſtical Houſe or Land of his own Nature, 
as that which will continue for ever : So, defires it may be called by his own 
Name, T his is the inward thought of the wiſe, rich, and full firſt-covenant 
Saint, in his holy fleſh, the findfounderian'd building, though he ſee ſuch 
hely, wiſe men periſh, as well as brutiſh fools, in the corrupt life of na- 
ture, Pſal. 49. 10. 11. Man's calling his Lands, or outward poſſeſh- 
ons, by his own Name, is the litteral fhadow of this myſtical folly. Tet, 
their poſterity approve th:ir ſayings (verl. 13.) ſteer the fame courſe, 
do the ſame things, and ſo, generation after generation, go to —__ 
ftate of darkneſs and death, where they never ſee F350 verl. 19. 
Through the unſuſpected wiles of the: old Serpent, are new raw 
ftagers catcl'd, one after another, in the fame ſnares. They re- 


IT 
jc the woice and inſtruftions of true Wiſdom, as the greateſt folly, They 
ſay to true Seers, ſee not, propheſy not unto us right things. They hate 
the Lord's Prophets, as Ahab, Micajah ; embrace Satan's, with their - 
{mooth words of deceit, Ia. 3o. 9, 10. Thus one generation of vilible 
Saints, in holy fleſh, after another, paſſes away into the ſame diſmal end, 
eternal death, as found, from firſt to laſt, a ſerpentine generation of 
vipers, fixed in enmity to Gods holy ſpirit. They ſay they are true ſpiritual 
Jews ; but Chriſt ſayes, they are of the ſynagogue of ſatan. Rev.3. 9. This 
generation paſles away, and, yet paſſes not away ( Mat. 24. 3, 4.) 
though alwayes paſſing. How So ? Why, new commers into this 
world, ſtil! keep up the old Trade, the ſame ſpirit, Principles and 
Perſwaſions, all along Satan's reign, from the beginning to the end- 
ing thereof. A freſh ſupply of new Teachers and Hearers, —_ ON 
Satan's work, to their own eternal ruine. t. But the Earth abideth for 
ever; That is, Man's and Angels immortal Spirits, in the earthy, 
leaky, firſt-creation make thereof. All of them, that refuſe to have 
that firſt-creation building taken down (1n order to become zew 
Bottles or Veſſels,by Chriſt's new-creation workmanſhip, firred to hold 
the new-wine, or Spirit of his = ral do, through the immorta- 
lity of their beings, become the ſubjetts of God's unchangable wrath, 
for their unchangable enmity to him, by which they have made 
themſelves Veſſels of diſhonour and —_ contempt. This # ſuch 
recompence of their error, as is meet, even the vengeance of Eternal Fire, 
( Roms. 1, 27. Jude 7.) on myſtical, more than litteral Sodom, Mat. 
11, 24. All that yield up all, received in the firſt-creation, to be fil- 
lel and clothed with the everlaſting life and righteouſneſs of the 
ſecond,become Veſſels of honour,glory, immortality, and eternal Life. 
Verſ; V. The Sun alſo ariſeth, and the Sun goeth down, and haſteth to 
( or panteth aſter ) his place, where he aroſe. 

The litteral Sun, that has a cauſal influence on all the viſible 
parts of this World, & vanity. *Tis reſtlels in its motionand re- 
volution, dire&t and periodical. And this, yet, is but a ſhadow of 
the inviſible firſt-creation Sun, the firſf-covenant-ſpirit of the Law, 
under which Men and Angels were created, and Chri# himſelf,in our 
fleſh, was made, Gal. 4. 4. Under and by the cauſal influence of this, 
in Chriſt's Perſon, as 4 fleſhly-bridegroom, to firſt-covenant Saints, in 
holy flefþ, are all ſuch righteous fruits and works brought forth and 
B 2 
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done, as have bin found in a reſtored —_—_— {ort of Profeſſors 
and People, ſince the fall; or, in Man and Angels, before the Fall, 
This myſtical firſt-creation San, is yet but a ſhadow, or figureof the 
ſeven-fold ( and ſeventy times ſeven-fold ) brighter ſpiritual, intel- 
letual, new-creation Su2 of everlaſting rigkreouſueſ , the Holy 
Ghoſt or new-covenant, new-creature ſpirit, in Chriſt's Joy of 
which all new-creatures are born, and under the cheriſhing influ- 
ence thereof, enabled to bring forth fruits unto God, in a newneſs of 
Life. All, thus brought under this Law of the ſpirit of Life, aze made 
new Bottles, Veſſels of honour, and eternal Life, and no other. This is 
the Sun, Mal. 4. 2. Through this moſt glorious creature-Sun, in the 
Mediator, as the fitted Chry/taline Medium, or tranſparent Sea of 45 4 
( Rev. 4. 6. ) does the infinite glory of the divine Sun ſhine forth for 
ever,with ſafety (in a modifying mixture and allay) on bleſſed Saints 
and Angels, which, in its ſingle 1nfinite brightneſs, would overſet and 
conſume them, Heb.1 2.29.Only theoriginal creature-fun or ſpirit that's 
in perſonal union with the infinite divinity, can behold and enjoy the 
divine Sun or Spirit, in its immediate brightneſs. This ſupream crea- 
rure-vail on it,is the abſolutely neceſſary means of unvailing it,or let- 
ing it down,with ſafety, to all meer-created beings, Angels or Men, 
- intheir higheſt ſpiritual capacities and underſtandings. On this ac- 
count, and in this ſenſe, will Chriſt be a Mediator between God and them, 
to all Eternity. The litteral and myſtical Sun of the firſt-creation, 
will ſet,and come toa final pertod, Then will all che flowers of that field, 
litteral or myſtical, wither, fade away, and come to nothing, as to all 
the periſhing beauty and gooalineſs thereof.But, the Word of God (the 
new-creation Goſpel-Sun of rigbteouſneſs ) will abide for ever, _- all 
the bleſſed Inhabitants of the true Mount Sion, Iſa. 40. 6-8. 1 Pet. 1, 
23-25, On the firſt ſin of Man, u_ God, and his Creature-Suz o 
everlaſting Reghteouſneſs,. did Chriſt with-draw the myſticall firſt- 
creation Sun ; cauſing it to go down,ſet or diſappear to all mankind ; 
taking from them what they had, and ſo leaving them in darkneſs and 
death,dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. Then, as Redeemer,does Chriſt cauſe 
this Sun to riſe upon them again, for the freſh exlightning of ever 
may that comes into the world, more or leſs (Foh.1. 9. ) with rational, 
tirſt-covenant light, againſt which if they ſin, it accuſes; if they 
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obey it, it excuſes them, Rom. 2.15, This the Light, or Lawof rati- 
onal natrre, in all men. By this Light, are men ſhewed the way for 
4 returning towards the righteous life, they were, at firſt, created in; 
which is called, 4 making ſtraight ( in the deſert of their barren # 
fallen ſtate) « high way for therr God ( Iſa. 40. 3.) a ſetting their 
firſt-creation Houſe or State, in order, again. But, this done, and 
Man growing up intoa fruitful, flouriſhing poſture herein (theru- 
ling intellectual powers, and ruled ſenſual, each rforming their 
duty, in rightly commanding and obeying ) ſtill, ſtill, this very 
myſtical Sun, or firft-covenant-{pirit (under the quickning, enliven- 
ing and GO influence whereof, all this is done ) will, accord- 
ing to its orderly appointed motions and revolutions, with the litte- 
mn Sul be withdrawn again, go down, ſet, and diſappear from 
them. Chriſt, as « fleſbly-Bridegroomor Husband to them, will depart 
and leave them, ſo as never to ſhine upon them, more, there. All 
then, that do not timely, and obediently furrender and part with all 
the life, fruitfulneſs, and comforts, they have found under his influ- 
ence, as the firſt-covenant Sun of Righteouſneſs ( in order to receive 
from him that ewneſs of life, in which to be married to him as riſen from 
the dead, and bring forth fruits unto God Rom. 7. 1-4. under the in- 
fluence of his new-covenant-ſpirit) will be found ( on the ſetting of 
the former myſtical Sun )) in a total darkneſs and death ; a Night« 
ſtate, in which no mancan work righteouſneſs, more, for ever. 


Verſ. VI. The Windgoeth towards the South, and turneth about unto 
the North; it whirleth about continually ; and the wind retarneth 


again, according to his circuits. 


Here's another teaching, gon Np, err eres fetched from the 
litteral wind. Chriſt, in his firſt and fecond covenant yu-_— not 
unfitly repreſented by rhe North and South-wind) does powerfully 
breath and blow upon the ſpirits of men, in the aCtual diſtributions 
of the one, and convincing diſcoveries of the other. This myſtical 
wind of Chriſts twofold creature-ſpirit, is, in the workings and mo- 
tions thereof on men, compared to (and fitly figured out by) 
litteral winds, which manifeſt themſelves in their powerfull eff 
however unſeen in their true cauſe and nature. C iſt himſelf uſes 


this ſimilitude Joh. 3. 8. 
Verf. 
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Verſ. VII. Al! the rivers run into the Sea ; yet the Sea is not full : un- 
to the place from whence the rivers come, thither- they return again. 
The litteral Sea is a figure of mans immortal ſpirit, the fathomleſs 
depths of which, are ſuch, that it is impoſſible it ſhould ever be filled, 
with all the ſtreames of comfort that can flow into it, from all varie- 
ty of viſible or inviſible things and excellencies, in the whole firit- 
creation World, Satan's permitted dominion, the ſphere and bound 
of his aCtivity and walk. All theſe things, higheſt, loweſt,and inter- 
mediate, from the talleſt Cedar to the meaneſt Shrub in the whole 
lump of this worlds periſhing, tranſient vanities, are reſembled, 
here, by gliding rivers. Satan has the moſt glittering excellencies, 
of the far{t-creation ſort (in his angelical nature, ſuperiour to man's) 
to offer, communicate, and lay before him, to feed upon and delight 
in. He 1s permitted, by God, to retain all theſe, in unchangable en. 
mity to him, and all his divine, Spiritual and Heavenly things, in 
the ſecond. Yea,alſo,by his ſinful transforming skill and power, can 
hegild them over with the neereſt reſemblance and beautiful ap- 
pearance of the {econd, {o as to deceive, if poſſible, the very Elect, with 
his baits, and catch them in his ſnares. But, the far greater part of 
mankind feed on husks,as his Swine;on rhe loweſt part of the aft of this 
mortal world, the gratifying ſatisfaQtions of the moſt brutiſh luſts of 
the loweſt ſort of life, in their confounded, fallen nature. All theſe 
things of Maz or Angel, within the compaſle of their firſt-creation 
ſtate ( in diſtinition. from the things of God , Delights of the 
Sons of God, in the ſecond) are the delights of the Sons e 
Men. Satan has a vaſt Herd of Swine, amongſt men. And, 
as for thoſe that are not only enlightned but enlivened ; quick- 
"ned out of their death in ſin, into the _—_— life of their own nature 
again, heis ready with all ſorts of diet, ſuted to the palate of that 
ſtate. And, ifthe ſingle excellencies and dainties, ſuted to their 
palatein that ſtate, will not ſerve their turn, he is ready with his ſu- 
periour angelical firft-creation vanities,for them to feed on. If theſe 
et will not hold, and ſatisfy them ( when by Chriſts ſpiritual en- 
Ln acigh ſhewed and offered his more excellent new- 
creation life and things ) then will he gild over all humane and ange- 
lical excellencies and meats,with the exaCteſt counterfeit reſemblance 
of the things of God, the never periſhing meats, inthe ſecond. If this, yet, 
will 
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' willnot do; heis gone; and he was Saint delivered from all his 
ſnares. All the things of Man or Angel, under all Satan's falſe gloſles, 
and gliſtering appearances of the things of God,can never nine or 
fatisty the vaſt, deep, botomleſs deſires of mans immortal ſpirit. The 
moſt ſwelling rivers and full ſtreams of all worldly vanities, lowing 
into it, can never fill it. Nothing below the Ocean-fulnes of infinite 
divinity, and the rivers of ſpiritual life ( lowing there-from, and re- 
turning thereunto, as in unchangable union therewith) cantruly 
latisfy 1t. 


Verſ. VIII. Al things are full of labour, man cannot utter it : the eye 
is not ſatiſfied with ſeeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 


Man, in his natural, firſt-creation ſtate, at beſt , inall poſſible at- 
tainments and contentments thereof, is but /abouring in vanity, from 
firſt to laſt ; and his miſery therein, not to be conceived or «ttered b 
him. Everlaſting perplexity and unatterable wexation of ſpirit, will 
inevitably ſeize him, for ever, afterall his doating mirth 1n his fools 
paradiſe, here, if he get not out of this finfull folly and madnels. 
The underſtanding, or eye, ear, and heart of his immortal ſpirit, in 
the beſt natural ſtate thereof, cannot ſee, hear, defire, take in, or en- 
-Joy the divine and eternal ſpiritual creature-things of God, provided 
in the Mediatour for them that love him, which alone can anſwer all 
the wants of their immortal ſpirits, not _ to ſatisfaCtion, but 
extaſy and wonder, toall eternity. A new, {piritual eye, ear, in- 
tellect and palate, are abſolutely neceſſary, for mans rightly _ 
in, ſeeing, hearing, favouring, enjoying, and delighting m theſe 
things of God, But how, or which way muſt or can man come by 
theſe ſpiritual ſenſes, eye, ear, palate and underſtanding? By the 
aſſimilating, regenerating touch of Chriſt's new-creature heaven- 

-ly ſpirit, on man's natural and earthly. Man, obediently fubmit- 

_ ting to the death-work of Chriſt's heavenly prieſtly ſpirit ( as him- 
elf” did, in our ſpotleſs fleſhly nature, offering it up in [acrifice to the 
will of God, in the fire thereof ( Heb. 9. 14.) kindling that fire, on the 
earth, or earthly ſtate of our nature, in himſelf, Luk. 12. 49-51.) 
by this means and way only, can any truly pleaſe God, effettually, 
re{iſt and overcome wor!ld and devil, ſcape eternal death, or find 
eternal life, in the ſenſes whereof, to be {atisfied with ſeeing, and - 
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led with hearing. He muſt be content to have his right eye, hand, and 
foot, plucked out,cut off,and caſt away (to part with and loſe the beſt diſ- 
cerning, wiſdom and light, the exaQteſt working righteouſnes, and 
walking 4 m7 in his own renewed natural ſtate (offended at 
the croſs) ſignified by eye, hand, and foot ) in order to be filled with 
another life, ſpringing up from the #corruptible ſeed thereof, as 
begotten and born Fade ſpirit or ever-living word of God (1 Pet.1. 23.) 
in which alone he can ſee, hear, work righteouſneſs, or walk with a 
right foot according to the goſpel of the grace of God, ſo as truly to 
pleaſe God, or find true bleiſedneſs for himſelf ; where his eye, car, 
and heart can take in what will fully anſwer all the wants or deſires 
of his immortal wu” to eternity. Thus only can man come, 10 to 
delight in the Loya,as to have the whole deſire of his heart ( Pal. 37. 4 ) 
all the needs of his immortal being,eternally over-anſwered, in ſuch 
enjoyments and things, as the natural eye, ear, or heart of Angel or 
Man can never ſee, hear, deſire, underſtand, or take any right meaſure 
and cognizance of ; 1 Cor. 2. 9. By ſubmitting to the death of na- 
ture, at beſt, under the hand of the goſpel-high prieſt of our profeſſion 
( Heb. 3. 1. ) as himſelfe, in our nature did, can theſe things be 
brought to pals. T he promiſe of the father will be certainly perform- 
ed by the on, for the quickning us up, out of the death # year obe- 
diently ſacrificed nature, into the life of the true Melchiſedec, or ſacri- 
ficing High Prieſt of God. So ſhall we come to have an eye 
that can be ſatisfied with ſeeing ; and, an ear, filled with hearing, 
in the fight and enjoyment , not only of the Rzverys of true 
Life, in the creature-ſpirit of the Mediator, but infinite divine 
Ocean-fullneſs of God moſt high. The natural Eye, Ear, Heart 
and Underſtanding , have nothing for ObjeCt of the defire and 
thought of Man, but a heap of periſhing, (viſible or inviſible) 
vanities, that can never an{wer the wants of his immortal be- 
ing. All his appetite there, is but 4 belly for meats, and meats for 
a belly, that God will deſtroy, both one and Yother (1 Cor 6.13.) defires 
and defirables, which are al, Vanity. Man, in whatſoever variety 
of his own nature, then, is vainly labouring under an impoſſibility of 
pleaſing God or profiting himſelf, as to true blefſedneſs. All he 
does, in his nataral ſtate or Body, the reſtored living foul and Image 
of the earthly, is but bodily exerciſe, 1 Cor. 15. 44-49. 1 Tim. 4. 8. 
Man, * 


F 


af 
Man, by truſting and-eſtabliſhing himſelf in his righteous Law-life, 
becomes the unchangable enemy of God and his Goſpel-life, and 
Truths. Filth of fleſh or ſpirit (an enmity to thedivine and everlait- 
ing righteous creature-{pirit of Chriſt and God) tixed in, makes 
Men a litteral or myſtical Sodom, to which the vengeance of eternal fire is 
the meet recompence, When Man is once come to this pals, all his la- 
bours are but as the toſſings and uncertain tumblings of a r42ize, 
. foaming Sea, caſt ins up mire and dirt, filth of fleſh or ſpirit ; Wa. 57.20. 
No peace with God, no peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs toGod, in a fixed 
ſpirit of enmity to him. Thele can only be found and brought forth 
3n that Goſpel þirit of truth, which is called Love, as unchangably 
loving and beloved of God, the fulfiller of his whole Law. ( Rom. 13. 
Io.) inevery point, in the full comprehenſive, litteral and myſtical 
meaning thereof ; he fulfiller of all righteouſneſs, God's and Man's, to 
God's well-pleaſing,and Man'sSalvation. Man,eſtabliſh'din the moſt 
righteous Life of his own nature, and, fo in unchangableenmity to 
the Righteouſneſs of God, in his ſpirit of Grace, is unchangably wick- 
ed. He walkes but iz avain ſhew, atroublelome dream, diſquiets him- 
elf in wain, heaps up Riches, and knows not who ſhall gather them, Pal. 
39. 6. Chriſt, by the-ſame Croſs, or ſpiritual, Goſpel-Sword and Fire, 
in final wrath, will ſeize, gather, take and conſume all; which, had 
they obediently ſubmitted to, as offer'd to be brought upon them, 
in Love, he would have given them his durable Riches, and everlaſt- 
ing Life, in the room thereof ; and ſo, « fpiritual Eye, that ſhould 
have bin ſatisfied with ſeeing, and an Ear, that would have bin filed 
with hearing. Without Goſpel-exchange-Traffick of Nature for Grace, 
the Life of Man for God's, of the Creature for the Creators, who is God 
bleſſed for ever, we never find true ſatisfaction. In his own nature, 
Man trades only io ſhadows, will never make any thing on't, topur- 
poſe. That Life, and all it feeds on, are but rm Jamagyy"7- all 
the viſible and inviſible goodreſſes thereof, but fading s. Allthat 
willfully and knowingly fend their days in luch vanities, will it 4 
2oment go down to the grave, and all their thoughts periſh. Job 21.13. 
All their beauty will be conſumed in the grove, from their dwellings, Pal. 


49. 14. This will men come to, by the willful negle& of this timely 


warning from God, that the inmoſt Eye and Ear of their Immortal 
Sprrit, 1n the worldly Life of a own Nature, can never be _ 
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fied, or find any durable good, for its portion. Unhappy man, in 
all poſſible variety of his own nature, corrupt or righteous, fooliſh 
or wiſe, wholly eyes, doats upon, chuſes, delights in, and hunts af- 
ter periſhing vanities, which God calls thizgs that are not ; and turns 
his back upon all things ſpiritual and eternal, as Chimzrical no- 
things, which God calls the only things that are. 


Verſ. IX. The thing that hath been, i that which ſhall be : and that 
which « done, is that which ſhall be done ;, azd there is no new thing 
wnder the Sun. 


There's no zew thing to be found in the firſt<reation, worldly ſpirit 
of nature, under the myſtical Sun, or firit-covenant ſpirit : nothing of 
thenew-creature ſpirit of everlaſting 0mm IS ; NO things of God, 
or his kingdom ; things ſpiritual, heavenly, eternal ; things ever new, 
freſh, green and flouriſhing. Man and Angels, as ſoon as made, 
were 01d, that is, had no- lite or goodneſs, but what was ſubje& to 
myſtical gray hairs, decayes, old age, and death. Theſe arethe feve- 
ral fteps, by whicl the mortal life and beſt things, put into ( or ſet 
up in ) Angel or man, come toexpire and vaniſh. All, vanity. All 
their fading efs. (when they flouriſh therein as agreew Bay-tree,Pſal. 

7-3 F; 36 —_— Fara and vanity, Þormomng out, 1n its fore- 

ead: has a day of aaverſity, ſet over againſt their ntmoſt proſperi 
therein. The red that hath bin, ts that which all be. Tt ale S, "4 
nocent ſtate of man, at firft, is that which ſhaltbe generally experienc'd, 
on earth, under the reign of Chriſt, again. Atentrancet , he 
will give a reſtitution of at, to therr primitive natural purity ; A, 3. 
21. Somegradual reftorations of the firſt-covenant light, or alſo life, 
man wascreated in (underLaw andGoſpel,andbefore either were put 
into written orackes ) have bin — more or lefs, by altmen, 
from the redeemers hand, the light that lighteth every man that comes 
znro theworld, What, all ſuch hight, life, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, or 
fruits, works, daties, and performances thereof and m, amount un- 
to, has bin ſufficiently experienced. This fpirit or ſtate is fo far, at 
beſt, from being any ou toman, for ſalvation, that a falſe confi- 
dence and reſt ing therein, is his ſore and remedileſs deſtruition; Mic. 
2. 10. Men _ forth fruit but to themſelves, int all this, at beft; are 
exptyvinesto Goa ; Hol. ro. 1. They never bring forth fruit unto — b 
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but in bis newneſs of life, as born of ( living and walking in ) bis ſpirit 
of grace. All, in nature, beſt or worſt, Root and a. & the fleſhly 
Tree of good audevil, with the fruit, all's buta periſhing vanity. T here 
is nothing zew, to be done or found therein, as the innumerable mul- 
titude ot mankind have experienced, generation after generation. 
For, | 
Verſ. X. Is there any thing, whereof it may be ſaid, ſee, this is new ? 
it hath bin already of Ola time, which was before us. 


Satan is ready to ſuggeſt ; and man, as ready to believe, there is 
ſome #ew thing 1n the but renewed old nature of man, beyond what, 
at firſt, was init. All men are experimental witneſſes of Satan's 
firſt lie to Eve, that the life of nature, given in the furſt-creation, was 
eternal ; and, that they ſhould ot Die at all. No ſuch thing as Death, 
incident to it. But, this life, renewed and confirmed by the ſecond 
Adam, (ayes Satan { and Man joynes1nit) 15 Eternal. But, this con- 
firming and warranting man fafe in the eſtabliſhed life and righte- 
ouſneſs of reſtored nature, is Satans dottrine, and Man's accuried 
other Goſpel. Chriftreſtores mans loſt firlt-covenant law-lite; Satan 
aſſerts this to be a Goſpel ſtate,and man agrees,to take it ſo, and look 
no farther, for ſalvation. As ſoon asany are renewed by Chriſt, iato 
ſome degree of the loſt righteous life of nature, Satan 1s at their El- 
bow, with the ſame lying Suggeſtion, as to Eve, this is Eternal Life, 

ye ſhall not Die at all. Paul (not without a caule) was afraid and Jealous 
of the ts thus beguiling the Corinthians,throug h his ſubtilty,as he did 
Eve, 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3. This is his other Goſpel, in a perfeQ contrariety 
toevery tittle of Chriſt's (v. 4 ) axot Jeſus, another ſpirit and 
ſtate of life, for ſalvation, i» dirett comtradittion to all, Paul preached ; 
which, nor Peul, nor any true Golpel-preacher, ought to let palle, 
undiſcovered and uncontrolled. Fixing 1n nature, at beſt, for ſalva- 
tion, is union with the Devil, in unchangable enmity to God, and his 
new-creature ſpirit, in which, ever, any could be ſaved. Under Sa- 
tans reign, nature 1s ſeldom fully reſtored in man, from filth of Jeb. 
And, filth of ſpirit, or enmity to God and his ſpirit of truth, is 1nle- 
perable from the higheſt reſtorations of it, till the Reign of Chriſt. 
Yet, under all theſe diſadvantages , and ſhortneſles of primitive 
purity, is it, when reſtored, 4 to be better and ſafer then thar, 
2 for 


» 
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far Salvation. This, Satan moſt wickedly ſuggeſts, and Man moſt 
fooliſhly believes, to his own deſtruCtion, as he will find, at windin 

up. Thus Satan and his Apoſtles, transformed into the likeneſs 0 "y" 
and his, in wordand language, preach upreſtored nature, a-freſh,for 
a currant Goſpel-ſtate ofabſolute ſalvation ; inwhich,menareunder 
an abſolute impoſſibility of ever finding it. All the inticing and per+ 
[waſvve words of Satan's and Man's lerpentine and humane wiſdom, 
look, and run this way. Scriptureinterrogatories are- the ſtrongeſt 
aſſertions. Is there any thing new, any newnes of life, 1n mans reſtored 
Old? nothing of it. whatever can be found in this reſtored ſtate, 
has bin already of Old time, before us, in the unſtained purity of it, in 
Adam; who yet was not fence-proof againſt Satans charming wiles, 
and power. Twas then, perfect, in its kind; rarely s ſo, ſince. 
Twas but a corruptible perfeCtion of a loſeable goodneſs. And, loſt 
it was. Moſt vainz mad and unprofitable then, is all Man's labour, 
fince the fall, in ſecking tor, aſſerting (or undertaking to prove ) 
eternal ſpiritual life, to be found-1in fading natural. Man, now, in 
his beſt reſtored naturals,is tainted with-a treaſonable Enmity to God, 
and that ſpirit, in which alone any can be ſaved. Pas, in his reſtor- 
ed righteous law-life of nature, was a fierce enemy to the ſpirit of 
grace,and all the Goſpel-truths or things thereof. After theuniverſal 
experience of man-kind, and univerſal warnings of true wiſdom, to 
the contrary, to preach up Salvation in the but reſtored firſt-coye- 
nant righteous life of nature, is unexcuſable madnes. True Wiſdome 
calls out to theſe: ſimple ſtragglers and wanderers after Vanity, with 
their backs willfully turned upon him, and «4 his Reproofs of death 
upon Nature, and #nſtruttions of Life, in his Spirit of Grace. How 
long ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity, delight in ſcorning my counſel, 
Ph. hate true knowleage ? Prov. 1. 22. Turn from your.own Un- 
derſtanding at my reproof, and Ple pour ip into you, by which ye 
ſhall rightly «nderftand all my words, verl. 23. While men ramble 
after their many th ng, ſpend all their labour and money for that which 
# not Bread; Satans-arvers and ſtrange Dottrines, they come to be eſta- 
bliſhed in their own Nature, with his meats, to their final deſtruftion, 
in ſtead of being e/tablifped with the Graze and Dottrine of Chriſt, for 
their. everlaſting {alvation, Heb. 13. 9. All our Old rhings, Life, 


' Light,. | 
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Light, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, ©. mutt paſs away, that-we thay: 
receive Chriſt's new, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 


Verſ. IX. There is no remembrance of former things ; neither ſhall their 
be any remembrance of things that are to come, with thoſe that ſhall 
come after. 


All former things, excellencies,. and perfeCtions, found in thenatu- 
ral firſt-creation ſtate, before the fall (or gradual reſtorations of the 
like, ſince) are of xo account or remembrance, with God. Nothing, 
ſhort of his Life of everlaſting righteouſneſs, ſet up in Man, brings 
himunder his approbation-Seal. Men muſt be unmade, broken down, 
and pulPa up by the roots (as to that Building and Life, they were ſet 
up 1n, by God himſelf, in their firſt-creation-make) in order to: 
be new Veſſels of his newneſs of Life, by a ſecond, God planted in- 
Man,an incorrupt ſeed of corruptible Life gin its utmoſt flouriſh 
and fruitfulneſs,amounts but to a feuding r) by his left hand, in 
a firſt-creation. He offers to plans and quicker up in him, on the 
obedient death and'removal of all this (Root and Branch, Treeand 
Fruit ) an #corruptible ſeed of an everlaſting Life, by his right hand, 
in a new-creation of him. See both Seeds, with a negative on the 
former, in all, born of the latter, x Pez. 1. 23. This only (and man: 
therein) will be of everlaſting account and remembrance with God ; 
the other; never, in time paſt, in innocency or any reſtorings of it- 
ſince ; or time to come, by the like'reſtorings of it, in following ge- 
nerations, under Satans reign ; or the full perfeCtion of it, under- 
Chriſt's reign, which ſhall come'after. | 


Verſ. XII. 1 the Preacher was Kyng over Ira: L, in Jeruſalem. 


What more contemptible than Satan's mercenary Prieſts and 
Preachers of Lies? What, or who more honourable than the 
Preachers of God's Truth ? King Solomon,'and « far greater than he, 
Chrift himſelf, the high Prieſt of God, is the Preacher of his'Truths, 
and Declarer of his Counſels,to Angels and Men. Preaching Chrilt's - 
Goſpel,is the beſt of Callings; Satan's,the worſt of Trades. Solomon; - 
the Preacher,and Writer of this Book, was K7zng over litteral Iſrael,in” 


Jeruſalem ;.and therein,a Type of Chriſt,King over the whole —_— 
2 A 
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all I/r-ael of God, in the New-Jeruſalem. In the all-diſcerning Spirz# of 
Prophecy, does Solomon reflect upon his former vain thought, for find- 
ing true happineſs, or the way towards it, in the {ingle wiſdom of 
his own enlightned nature, however eminent ; as follows. 


Verſ. XII. And I gave my heart to ſeek and ſearch out by Wiſ- 

| dom, concerning all things that are done under Heaven : _ 
travel hath God given to the Sons of Man, to be exerciſed there. 
with. 


Solomon,here,in the true preaching Spirit of Feſus,reflefts upon, and 
givesan account of his own miſtaking wildom and thought , about 
bleſſedneſs ; and, of his {ad experience, therein. I gave my heart to 
ſearch out by my own Wiſdom ( wherein I excelled others ) concern- 
zng all things, under Heavey. The reſult was ; he found this ſore travel 
and labour of his natural mind, #0 be what God has given to the ſons of 
men, to exerciſe, aflidt, or humble them , by : In the new-creature 
Wiſdom of God, he finds the vanity of his own,and his vain deſign, 
thought and labour, therein. He finds that, and all the things, or 
works and fruits thereof, to be but earthly , from beneath ( below 
that Life, wiſdom, and things of God, he had now the experience of, 
in him) «nder Heaven. So he, at once,confeſſes, declares and correQts 
his vain thought, of reaching, knowing and doing all things, relat- 
ing to his true bleſſedneſs, therein. By way of Recantation, toward 
the cloſe of his Life and day in this World ; he confeſſes the vanity of 
his thought, and »nprofitableneſs of all his labour, therein, calling it (as 
by ſad experience * had found it) 4 ſore travel. He declares alſo 
God's deſign, in letting even Saints, for a ſeaſon, run their courſe 
there, to humble and Affit# them, and ſo, diſpoſe them toa willing 
{urrender of that, for a better Life and Wiſdom, in which alone they 
may find, what they were, under an impoſſibility, —_ 
Thus, God let Job and his three Friends, run to the end of their Line, 
ia their own Wiſdom, and Spirit, as Diſputers of this world, till at an 
abſolute puzzleand period, none of them being able to unriddle the 
deſign and methods of God's Wiſdom towards Job, under that dif- 
penſation of the Croſs. Then he opens the mouth of his fore-run- 
ng Meſſenger, Elihu, to inſtruCt them all, in another Wiſdom and 
Spirit, on which they were amazed, anſwered no more ; but, left off ſpeak- 

ing, 
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ing; Job. 32. 2. 15. Enmity roGod, infeperable from the higheſt 
re{tored Life and Wiſdom of Man, muſt needs render his utmoſt 
labonr therein, about happineſs, 4 ſore travel. God, in greateſt love. 
on Man's fall, curſed, the myſtical Ground, Earth, or earthly ſtate of 
Man's nature, and that for Maz”s ſake, ſo as to render thatenmity tor 
him, contracted by the Fall, unextinguiſhable, otherwiſe then by the 
perfe& death thereof. T horns and T hiſtles ſhall it bring forth, ſay's God, 
to Adam, Gen. 3.17.18. Both the litteral, and alſo myſtical earth of 
Man's Nature ( in the very reſtored Life of the Law, Image of the 
earthy, and righteouſnes of Man ) fell immediatly under this Curſe. 
All, in the beſt works of their Law-lite, are under this Curſe. Gal, }. 
io. What Thorns and T hiſtles, was Paul (when eminent herein ) 
bringing forth, in a fierce perſecuting enmity againſt Chriſt, and all 
his Goſpel Truths and Saints ? Phil. 3. 6. A. 26. 11. Thedeath 
of nature then, the right way (not in, but to ſin, ſo that fin be- 
comes dead in them, not they in it ) under the Croſs and Gofpel. 
ſword, is undiſpenſably neceſfary to the ridding man of all evil,and 
capacitating him toreceivea Life of everlaſting righteouſneſs, where- 
in he will ind himſelf poſſeſſed of all good ; a ſtate, wherein *tisas 
impoſſible not to pleaſe God in every thing, as in his own Life at 
, ever to pleafe him, in any thing. This comes Man to, by obe- 

diently compeying with God's deſign, in gladly receiving his ſentence 
of Death within him, as Paul, and fo getting rid of his own GR 
rit of bondage, enmity and death Find all his ſore travel and 
therein, to no purpole ,, as to gon. go concern ) in exchange 
for the Golpel-life of Chriſt , therein , glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God, an everlaſting freedom to only, and from all 
Evil of fin or puniſhment, for ever. Then all owr works are wronght is' 
God ( Joh. 3.21.) and God works all our works in us and for us. We; 
therein, are co-workers with God, All fuch works are ever acceptable 
to him, and moſt eaf} IP and profitable to man. What, all 
works, in man's Sm Life and Nature, awder Heaven,amount un- 
to, we find, yet farther, 

Verſ. 14. I have ſeen all the works that are done under the Sur ; and 

behold, all is vanity, and vexation of ſpirit. 


Solomon, in the new light and wiſdons of Goa, politively ay: = 
| __ 
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the moſt reftified Principles of nature, and man's utmoſt fruitful- 


neſs, exaQeſt walking, beſt works, deſigns, counſels, thoughts, and 


purpoſes therein, to be but vanity in themſelves, and wexation 7 


fririt to himſelf. The more rich and full Map ts, inthe righteouſneſs, 
wiſdom, and glory of his ow nature, the more apt to grow offended at 
the Croſs,that comes to ſeize and ſet fire, on all; and hereby, themore 
is God offended at him. A confidence in ſuch encreaſfing riches, as 
are but vanity, encreaſes vexation of ſpirit, every way. 


Verſ. 15. That which is crooked, cannot be made ſtraight : and that 


which is wanting, cannot be numbred, 


Humane nature, at beſt, in innocency, as liable to wax old, decay, 
anddie, inall the Wiſdom, Life, and Glory of it-; and, as liable to 
corrupt, and be depraved ( through Man's evil uſe of all, in pre- 
ference and oppolition to what's more excellent) might be called 
old and crooked; But, ſince the fall, *tis aCtually, and apparently, ſo. 
A glory it had, which was no glory, to the glory that excells, and remains 
for ever, in new-creation Life ; The Lite, Wiſdom, Righteouſnes of 
2n4n, in his firſt-created ſtate, was no Lite, Wiſdom, Righteouſnes,in 
reſpeCt of what is given to, and ſet up in him, by the Pecnd : iSad- 
mitted no compariſon ; looked upon as nothing, to it ; is tobe folded 
»þ, and laid aſide, as an old garment , for it. God himſelf thus handles 
all the firſt-creation works of his own hands, We.34-4- & 66.1,2.Heb.1. 
10-12. Man, though made perfett and wpright, at firſt, all the life and 
goodneſs he was poſſeſſed of, was corruptible and changable, 
though not corrupt. So, not to be compared with the incorruptible, 
unchangable, everlaſting Life, Wiſdom, Righteouſnes and Glory of 
God, ſet up in, and put upon man, by a new-creation. Man's and 
Angels attempts and deſigns, for holding faſt, making ſtraight (and 
eſtabliſhing themſelves in ) their natural, firtcreaton Life ( which 
God hath made crooked, Eccl. 7. 45 ) in oppoſition to his offered 
ſtraight , and — rfect new-creation life , is peerleſs 
madneſs, and inexcuſable folly. God requires them both and all, 
to part with their own crooked life, how ever ſtraight in their Eye, for 
his own abſolutly ſtrajght and incorruptibly perfe& new-creation 
life, which only is ſtraight in his Eye. But farther, what God made 
Jiable tocrookednes ( and, in that ſenſe, crooked) fallen Angels and | 


—_ 
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Man have made aQtually perverſe, crooked, and tortuous, In evil 
Angels, tis made unchangably fo, in rebellion againſt God, and a 
juſtling competition with his unchangably ſtraight new-creation life, 
In fallen man, enmity to God and hus everlaſting righteous creature- 
life, is inſeperable from his natural ſtate and lite, however reſtored. 
But, both that enmity and his life, are ſeperable from him, by his 
obedient death, in ſacrifice to God, on which he receives thepromuſe of 
the Father,the unchangably ſtraight new-creature /ife of the Sox. Evil 
Angels are continually at it, with Men; follow them cloſs, with 
this lying ſuggeſtion, that their but reſtored righteous natural ſtate, 
is the ſtraight thing in God's ſight, as well as theirs, which will give 
them entrance into the kingdom of God, Multitudes, multitudes, all 
along this World, under Satan's reign, have drunk in this ſerpentine 
venom,to their eternal ruin,as will appear in the valley of deciſion. Fix- 
ure in the life of nature, corrupt or righteous, renders men hlitteral or 
myſtical Sodomites ; both, moſt Crooked, perverſe, and abominable, 
in God's ſight and thoughts ; be what they will in their own. Such 
eſtabliſhment in the righteouſnes of Man, as is highly eſteemed amo 
mnen, is abomination in the ſight of God. Such an evil concapiſcence, lu 
or covetouſnes after, and Jelight in, the myſticall riches, fruits, wiſ- 
dom, glory and righteouſneſs of their own nature, or houſe, as makes 
them finally to deſpiſe the durable riches, wiſdom, life and glory of God, 
in that ſpirit of grace, which is his houſe, and to refuſe the required 
exchang of all their fading vanities for them,is death without mercy. 
Thus do men by an evil covetouſnes to their own houſe, conſult ſhame to 
themſelves, and get everlaſting contempt, as veſſels of diſbonour, Hab. 
2. 9, Io. This did the Phariſes, who were thus covetous. Luk. 16. 
14, 15. This fixes man 1n an unchangable bloody mind of emi 
zo the conſtant, ſteady, right ( Pla. 51. 10. ) unchangably ſtrai h 
creature-ſpirit of everlaſting righteouſneſs and truth, and to God 
moſt high. 

The defeAs of man, or what is wanting to him, for eternal Life, in 
his own nature, corrupt or righteous ( from which, ſince the 


filth of fleſh or ſpirit, are 1nſeperable ) cannot be numbred. For he wants 


every thing, all things Spiritual, Heavenly, and Eternal; and muſt 

part with every thing he has, for them. Till poor, deſolate, and 

undone in himſelf, he cannot be _ and ftrong in God ; till po 
' the 
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ſhedeven to death,in his own "TR not rich in God's ; but wretched, 
poor, blind, and naked ; deſtitute of, and wanting all things, for eter- 
nal Life. Exmity to God, and that Spirit of Grace, in whichalone any 
can be ſaved, is asinſeperable from man, in the corrupt or righteous 
Life of his own {pirit of nature, as the Erhiopian hiew, or Leopards ſpots, 
from them. Jer. 13.23. Till the ſaid exchang, by death, be obedi- 
ently yielded to (the terms,God's wiſdom put's on man,as his part,in 
order to an entrance into his yew and everlaſting covenant-lite, on 
whuch, he will certainly perform his part of that covenant, in giving 
him that life ) the things man wazrs, tor ſalvation, cannot be numbered. 
All the numberleſs ſpiritual, new-creation things, the everlaſting 
creature-Lite,}/i/dom and Rig hteonſneſs of God, with the innumerable 
fruits to be brought forth by men therein, t9 God; and the innumera- 
ble fruits of Gods love therein, ro man, Love, Foy, Peace, &c. Gal. 
5. 22, 23. ) Allthele things are waztine ; that 1s, every thing, 


Verſ. XVI. 1 communed with mine own heart, ging, Lo, I am come 
to great eſtate, and have gotten more wiſdom then all they that have 
bin before me, in Jeruſalem : yea , my heart had great experience 


( Heb. ſeen much) of wiſdom and knowleds. 


Solomon was eminent in myſtical RO —_ life, and in 
the Ornaments or excellent, beſt, and moſt ſpiritual inlightning gifts 
of the Heavenly. In this ſuper-eminent wiſdom and underſtanding, 
the vain thought and puffing up Imag ination of his own heart, was, that 
he now wanted nothing, for the rendring him compleatly happy. Hers 
wiſdom and largeneſs of heart was as the Sand on the See-fore,s Kings.4. 
29. The myſtical inward riches of his reſtored, adorned nature, ren- 
dred him as much above others therein,as 1n outward worldly great- 
neſs and viſible pompe. And he reſolved to make the beſt, ofall theſe 
advantages, offered him ; try what they all amounted to, not with- 
out a ſecret hopeful-thought of finding abſolute bleſſedneſs therein. 


Ver{.XVII. And I gave my heart to know Wiſdom, and to know Mad- 

peſs and Folly : I perceived that this alſo is vexation of ſpirit. 

Here's that he find's all toamount unto ; Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Wickedneſs, Madneſs, Folly ; all ( within the compaſs of Man's natu- 
ral ſtate, corruptor righteous) vanity, and if y truſted in for blef. 

| | ſedneſs, 
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{edneſs, will leave Man ( to his fore and amazing diſappointment ) 
in eternal darkneſs and death, unutterable torment and everlaſting 
vexation of ſprrit, as lis due portion, the, meet recompence of his ex. 
rour, from God. Solomon found the ſearch after all Earthly vanities, 
all things under Heaven or below what is heavenly, a ſore travel 
(verſcx 3.) a grievous labour; man,little the better,when he has found 
them. For, ſetting himſelf to experience what the utmoſt pleaſures 
to be had in all, amounted to ( as gratifying to all variety of life and 
deſire in him, ſenſuall or intellectual) he found all ſuch knowledg 
and folly in corrupt or righteous nature, and all ſuch praftice and ex- 
rience, vanity and vexation of {pirit. He was qualified and furni- 
ed, totake the largeſt and deepeſt draughts, as toall delights of the 
Sons of Men; and take them he did, and this he found all tobe. 
Though he found wiſdom, acquired or infuſed ( nature, cultivated, 
advanced and adorned by humane learning in Heathens ; or made 
wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable in Chriſt, by his reſtoring the loſt righteous 
firſt-covenant life thereof) better then the folly of dark, ignorant, un- 
cultivated, and unrenewed nature; yet, he found, that all theſe vari- 
eties in nature,fall under the lame general title,vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit. Thisisthe concluſion hearrives at,in the preaching,all-ſearchin 
pirit of infallible truth. All Wiſdom, Folly, Light, py a6; 7 
zeſs, Wickedneſs, in man's natural ſtate ( which he had taken the li- 
berty to experience, as well as know ) all is vanity. This is King So- 
lomon's Proclamation and warning to his fellow-mortals ; and 
the true King Solomon's taithfull and timely warning to all 
man-kind, in all generations; Prov. 1. 20, &c. 8. x, &c. Final 
diſappointment, torment, and wexation, will befall all that finally 
fall ſhort of true, ſubſtantial, divine and ſpiritual things, in which a- 
lone true bleſſedneſs can ever befound. 


Verſ. XVIII. For, in much wiſdom is much grief : and he that encreaf. 
eth knowledg, increaſeth ſorrow. 


All increaſings with the encreales of may, in the fading Life, Wiſ- 
dom, Riches, Righteouſneſs and Glory of his own nature (zot of God, 
inthe everlaſting Life, Wiſdom, Glory, and righteouſnes, things of 
God ) are but additions to, and multiplicationsof his ſorrow, in get- 

ting, keeping, and then looſing all, Lo For, all muſt go, firſt 
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or laſt, by the diſpenſation of the Croſs (in love or final wrath ) 
upon every Man and Angel.Men cannot but have miſgiving thoughts 
( from the ſelf-evidencing nature of the periſhableneſs of all they 
can be there poſſeſs'd of) that all will be gone, again. So are, all 
their life time therein, ſubjett to bondage, in the higheſt glory and flour- 
iſh thereof, through a fear, by death, of loſing all ; Heb. 2.15. Job 
declares, that, as lafe as he was apt to flatter himſelf to be, in the 
higheſt righteouſneſs, wiſdom, and glory of his own nature, in a- 
firſt-covenant-life, he had a ſecret bottom-fear, all would fail him. 
The thing I greatly fear'd is come upon me; Job, 3. 25, 26. I find1 
had nothing of that true ſafety, reſt or quiet, in the utmoſt wiſdom and 


glory of my own reſtored nature, that I fondly flatter'd my ſelf in-. 


to the falſe perſwaſion of. He found all, death-ſtruck, by the Croſs; 
the very righteous life and myſtical riches of his ſpirit, as well as 
outward concerns of his body.His ſecret fear was the trueſt thought, 
and faithful warrer of him, as to what he was to expett, at wi 
up. Man's excreaſe in the wiſdom and knowledg of his own nature, a- 
mounts but to the cleerer ſight of the miſeries and defe&s of himſelf 
and others, therein ; and, all ſuch wiſdom ſhews it ſelf inſufficient to 
corre&t his own or others errours. _— {(cioliſts are apt preſently 
20 think they know all ; but when they have nt farther, in 
their inquiries, come, with Socrates, to ſee and confeſs, they know 
only this, that they know nothing, with certainty, infallibly ; and fo, 
#nd 0 reſt, or ſatisfaCtion, in all they find. Yea, and are ſtill more 
and more vexed and preſs'd, thereby, with the foreſight of future 
evils, incident to them. The wiſeſt man, will more and more 
find himſelf, in the, exerciſe of his own wiſdom ( as to things paſt, 
preſent or to come) but in a ſelf-rormenting labyrinth, and inextri- 
cable maze of vaine, ſelt-bewildring imaginations. All know 
and thoughts, depending on the temper and fitneſs ofbodily Organs, 
are enfeebled, inthe old age ( and, at length, quite extinguiſhed, at 
the death ) of the body. Then, that all that fort of thoughts 
periſh, all ſee. Again, the _— man'slight and knowledg, if un- 
compliant therewith in practice, the heavier (he knows) will the 
wrath of God be, upon him, for ever. Thus, the {ad and inevitable 
reſiilt afall Man's emereaſe in his own wiſdom and knowledg, is the en- 
creaſe and aggravation of his in, and ſorrow at every turn. Laſtly 
| the 
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the higher man isadvanc'd inthe life, riches, wiſdom,and righteou{- 
neſs of his own {>irit, the more apt, with Pax/, to be a fierce zelor 
for that law-life, and forwardeſt oppoſer of the everlaſting Goſpel- 
life of Chriſt, and all the words thereof. The Croſs ſeemes a harder 
diſpenſation, to the righreous Scribe and Phaiſee, that have much to 
loſe,then toPablicans & Harlots in the corrupt lite of nature,who theye- 
fore (as more ealily induced to ſubmit to and own the doQtrine there- 
of ) enter into the Kjnedom of God, before them, The myſticall rich 


young man went away very ſorrowful, when he heard of parting withall he 


had, for eternal life. Zgccheus and Mary-Magaalen did not lo.Final truſt- 
ing in the corruptible life, riches, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs of man, ren- 
der*s entering into the kingdom of God, ablolutely impoſlible. May. 10. 
24, 25. The very Diſciples ( acquainted yet only with firſt-cove- 
nant riches) were aſtoniſhed out of meaſure, at this word, ſaying, among 
themſelves, who then can be ſaved ? verl. 26. Encreale in outward 
riches, alſo, and in that wildom and _— by which gotten, and 
for a ſeaſon, kept ; all ſuch riches, pomp, and glory therein, as figures 
and ſhadows of inward, are uſually tound to be but the amuſing 
ſnares of Satan, by which he keep's men in a total mindleſneſs of 
truelife,with all the words thereof,and /eads them blindfoldto the cham- 
bers of Death, in Mirth and Jollity, Job. 21. 7-13. Thusare all worldly 
riches, wiſdom, and glory, litteral and myſtical, by man's walfut 
»adnes, made an occaſion of his — rief, /orrow,torment,and 
vexation of ſpirit, Who can utter it ? what life, treaſure, meats, food, clo- 
thing, man ſhould not ſeek, and what he ſhould, Chriſt declar's and com- 
mandes ; nothing, that's liable to —— ruſt, corruption, lols, or 
death ; but heavenly, unſubjeted to any of theſe things; above all 
dangers, decayes, deaths, enemies or fears ; Mat. 6. 19, 20. Joh. 6. 
27. And, by foes he ſhew's, what, all that take not this counſel, 
will come to, at laſt ; as found poſſeſsed of no other riches, litteral or 
myſtical Gold and ſitver, but what will be cankered and the = _ 
witneſs againſt them, as guilty of inexcuſable folly, in negleQting a 

the faithful warnings of Chriſt, againſt their truſting 1a ſuch ſelf- 
evidencing vanities, for true hapines. Jem. 5. 1-3. What they reck- 
On # heaping up treaſure for themſebves, for the la ,they'l find to 
have bin « + wp unto themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath. 
Man's paſſive obedience, to the death and loſs of all his life, wiſdom, a, 


O 

and riches, is the higheſt point baoncs God requires, or he can 
perform,inthe right uſe thereof. Thismakeswayforthe quickningand 
{pringing up of the mts ws ſeed & principle of azew and everlaſt- 
ing righteous life, in which alone tis poſſible for man to bring forth 
fruit unto God, or perform ſuch aCtive obedience, as ſhall be ever plea- 
ſing to God, and profitable to himſelf. This is the counſel, and method 
of Gods wiſdom, about man's ſalvation, which,all that fianlly rejeCt, 
will inevitably periſh. If they will follow the words cf mar's wiſdom, 
1n perfeCt contradiction thereunto, T his will they have of God's hand, 
they muſt lie aown in ſorrow. 


CHAP. IL Ve L 


T1 ſaid in my heart, go to now ; Twill prove thee with mirth, therefore en- 
joy pleaſare : and behold, this alſo is Vanity, 

OLOMONMN ſet his Heart to try, what, all Mirth, Joy, and 

Pleaſure, in all ſorts of firſt-creation things, amounts unto. 

After the utmoſt Proof thereof, he finds and declares this alſo 
| zo be vanity ; all worldly delight and delire, of the ſame com- 
plexion, with the deſirables, delighted in, whether viſible or in- 
viſible; delights of bodily life, andthe corrupt ſpirit of nature, therein ; 
or, ofthe reltified intelleCtual, rational powers, more properly the 
delights of the Sons of Men. The other are for beaſts, brutified men, 
drown'din the luſts of literal Sodom, where ſenfual Powers uſurp 
dominion over rational, uſing what ſhould betheir Maſters and 
Rulers, as Slaves to fetch in proviſions oe them, by right or wrong. 
Someare recovered out of this diſorder and confuſion, towards a 
reCttitude of their natural powers, where the rational command, and 
ſenſual obey. But, to ſhew the unſtable, ſlippery ſtanding of Man, 
here ; Solomon, not onely reſtored into the right exerciſe of his na- 
turals, but under ſtrong ſpiritual convitions of true wiſdom, was 
caught , and miſerably entangled in this loweſt ſort of worldly 
ſnares. His ſuppreſſed ſenſual powers ſtruggled for, and recovered 
their formerly uſurped dominion, over his rational: and intelleQtual. 
The ſignal aggravation of thus folly, was, that he was eminent, in the 
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reſtor*dfir{t-covenant wiſdom of his own ſpiritofnature,and ſpiritual 
lightofthe ſecond, the ſelf-diſcoveriesand revelations ofGods wiſdom, 
in his own ſpirit of grace, as his plealing requelt to God, and the gra- 
tious anſwer thereunto, do evince, 1 Azrg. 3. 5-14. And again 
(ch. 9. 1-9) where the Lord allo threatens him and his people, 1n caſe 
of apoltacy, or turning from following him ; v. 6. Afﬀeer all this, his 
ſenſual luits after /fra»ge Women, run him a-ground. They turn his 
heart after ſtrang Gods alſo from the true, He not onely tolerated, but 
himſelf went after the Gods of the Idolatrous borderers, Zjdor, Moab, 
Ammon, &c. whence he fetched his Wives, 1 Kjng. 11. 4-8. The 
Lord takes notice of the aggravation of this folly and madnels, as af- 
ter his remarkable appearing to him, twice, and ſolemnly command- 
ing the contrary v. 9. 10. On this threaten's to rend the greateſt 
part of his Kjngdom, from his Son, 11-13. Tis like, his expences about 
Idols and his Idolatrous Wives, occaſioned ſuch unreaſonable taxes 
and oppreſlions, as moved the people tocapitulate with his Son, for 
redrels of greivances, which, he refuſing, they refuſed him for their 
King, - 12, *Twasan amazing thing, a double-portion'd faint,, 
and kingly Preacher, when old, and neer his exit out of this world,. 
ſhould be found guilty of ſuch groſs enormities, as many meer hea- 
thens, in a long life, avoid, to their dying day. To encreaſe the won-- 
der,under all the violent impetuous hurries of his owndiſordred(pirit,, 
the wiſdom of God's, ſtill remained with him. Without this, his fooliſh, 
hurtfull luſts had drowned him in deſtruction and perdition. A ſeed and. 
principle of true wiſdom was his powerful preſervative from final 
apoſtacy. And the want of this, will be found no excuſe to final a- 
poſtate's from,and haters ofit,when convincingly ſhewedand offered 
it. Solomonexerciſed his brutiſh luſts, for a ſeaton, not onely in a flat 
contrariety to this, but, to the very light of his own reaſon, alſo. The 
unſubdued natural ſpirit, or myſtical Woman, in himſelf, carried 
him forth in luſt after the literal, who involved him in their groſs 
Idolatries. He allowed himſelf the full experience of all worldly de- 
ſirables, from the higher to the lower parts of the duſt of this mortal, firſt- 
creation wor/dly vanities. He ſent forth his heart on this errand, totry 
what fatisfaCtion,the whole lump of this world's vanities, from theCe-- 
dar tothe Shrub, intelleQtual delights, to Husks among Swine, would 
afford him ; and, ſet's down at the foot of hisaccount ; Allis vanity. In 
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a union of mind, with Chriſt, by ſpiritual light, heacknowledges all 
his ranſacking the whole bulk of this world's defireables, and rovi 
upand down ( as thinking to pick _ —Y tood for his im- 
mortal Spirit, amongſt them ) direct »adzeſs. So, comes he from 
dear-bought experience,to ſay, as follows ; 


Verſ. II. I aid of Laughter, it is mad : and of Mirth, what doth it ? 


Laughter and Mirth,here,ſignify the higheſtdelight and ſatisfaQtion, 
can be had, inthe fulleſt poſſeſſion and enjoyment of all worldly de. 
fireables, relating to the corrupt or righteous life of man, in his own 
nature. Solomon therefore, in the al-diſcovering light ofthe ſpirit of 
God, reflets upon his former fooliſh deſign rherein,judging his whole 
courſe and race,there,ev4il,becaule his force (or principle) was not right : 
but indeed, a fpirit of enmity to God. All his delufiveand deſtruBive 
Joy, he found Madzeſs ; a making large and ſwift ſteps, under the 
bewitching influence of the God of this world, towards the chambers of 
death. His words, pleaſing ſuggeſtions and gratifying offers to men, 
are ſmoother then oil, yet are drawn ſwords; his method of woundin 
men toeternal death. 'The ſpirit of man, ſince the fall, is a deep dar 
dungeon and miry pit ofall ſorts of filth of fleſb or ſpirit, a litteral or 
mnyflical Sodom, in the corrupt or righteous life thereof ; in the dark, 
as to the excellent things,God offers,and wholly diſpoſed and inclined 
to cloſe with Satan's offers, out of his vaſt heap. of periſhing vanities. 
Merriment and Jollity in ſuch a deſtruttive courſe, & madneſs. God 
therefore calls mai into a ſtate of poverty, mourningand death, as 
to all this life of vanity ; and that, as the only poſſible way of his de- ' 
tiverance from all evil Prov. 1. 33. | 


Verſ. IM. 1 ſought in mine heart , to give my ſelf unto wine 
| pontore SL. heart with Wiſdom ) js to lay hs on Folly, 7 
might ſee what was that good for the Sons of men, which they ſhould 
do under the Heaven, all the dayes of their life, 
Verſ. IV. 1 made me great Works, T bailded me Houſes, I planted 
me Vineyards. 
Verſ. V. 1made me Gardens and Orchards, and Iplanted Trees in them 
of all kind of Fruits. val 
erh. | 
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+ iVerſ, VI. I made me Pooles of War, to water therewith the Wood 
a that bringeth forth T rees. 

Verſ: VII. 1 got me Servants aud Maiaens, and had . Servants born 
in my Houſe ; alſo I had great Poſſeſſions of great and [mal Cattel, 
above all that were in Jeruſalem before me. 

Verſ. VIII. Igathered me alſo ſilver and gold, and the peculiar treaſure 
of Kjngs, and of the Provinces, I gat me Men-ſingers and Women- 
fingers , and the delights of the ſons of men, as muſical Inſtruments, 
and that of all ſorts. 

Verſ. IX. So 1 was great, and increaſed more then all that were before 
me in Jeruſalem ; alſo my Wiſdom remained with me. 

Verf. X. And whatſoever mine Eyes deſired, I kept not from them ; 
Twithheld not my heart from any Joy : for my heart rejoyced in all my 
labour, and this was my portion of all my labour. | 


Here's, in Letter, a larg account of Solomon's moſt deſfireable cir- 
cumſtances, as td his outward condition, in this World. He excePd 
other K jngs, in all kind of wealth, wi ſdom, greatmeſ, and honour, 1 Ki 
IO. 23. 'o all worldly contentments he had more then heart could wiſh. 

And he ſet his heart to deny no deſires thereof, but fetcht up the ut- 
moſt pleaſure and fatisfaQtion to himſelf, that all theſe things could 
afford him. To interpret, then. wy outward circumſtance was 
| 7 pn to the inward condition and myſtical riches ofhis ſpirit. 

import, in myſtery, his beautiful truQure in the glo wil- 
dom ofa firſt-covenant life ; and the workes of his own , therein. 
All this, Paul counted dung, and parted with, for the riches, wiſdons, and 
righteouſneſs of God, in his Cy a of grace and truth, Phul. 3. 6-9. 
The wildom,inward beauties,and excellent natural accompli ats 
of Solomon's ſpirit, are here repreſented by ſtately Houſes, freitfull 
Gardens, Orchards, &c. At tengrh in the awaken'd principle of true 
wiſdom, from the Fonntein of living Waters, he ſees and declares the 


vanity of his broken Ciſtern, or leaky natural Veſſel, with all the fading 
Waters, buildings, plantings, and fruitfulneſſes thereof. All, within 
man, andall from without, relating to him,in this world, is but Meats 
for a belly and a belly for Meats; all, periſhing vanities. God will deft 

all, belly and meats, deſires and delireables. All confidence, laughter week, 
and joy therein, is folly and madneſs, HL per jons and excel- 
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lencies, in the unſtain'd purity * his firſt-creation ſtate, together 
with the convincing diſcoveries and revelations of the ſpiritualper- 
feftions and excellencies of the ſecond, ſoon ran out of the leaky natu- 
ral Veſſel of the firſt Adam. He did not long keep the twofold waters 
of firft-covenant Life, or ſecond-covenant Light ; theloſs of both, 
ſoon left him and all his poſterity, in darkneſs and death ; Dead ir 
treſpaſſes and ſins. Solomon finds all his natural braveries,outward or in- 
ward, but tottering Houſes, leaky Veſſels, all his poſſeſſions therein, 
altogether vanity. In the infallible light of ſpiritual wiſdom, he 
makes a right judgment of his natural principle, and all fruits, 
works, or buildings, therein ; typed by theabundaat litteral varieties 
of pompous Houſes, Plantations, &'c. All s non, ſays he. Fhis 
Is bo reſult ; this, his verdict ( on the review of all) after his full 
trial, largeſt draughts, and utmoſt experience of all poſſibledeſire- 
ables or {atisfaCtions,to be found in nature. To particularize,farther. 
Men-ſingers and Women-ſingers may fitly ſignify the well-tuned frame 
and pleaſant harmony of Solomons ſpirit, in the orderly c 
and beautiful ſubjeQtion of the ſenſual, to his rational and iatelleQtual 
powers, figured by great and ſmall Cattel, making up but the humane 
Beaſt, in ſcripture Language. Every man is a Beaft by his own know- 
tedg, in the ntmoſt wiſdomof his own nature ,earthly, ſenſual (fo all, 
in Manor Angel,is calld,ſhort of ſpiritual, new-creation life ) heving 
not the _— ( Fade 19.) lo, if fixedin, deviliſb, by unchangableenmu- 
ty to that ſpirit, and God moſt high. Jam. 3. 15. The head offallen 
Angels ( in the fading glory of firſt-creation life, rebelliouſly exalt- 
- againſt the ſecond ) is the moſt ſubril beaſt in the firſt world or field; 

, 3. I. 

yy" x gathered Silver and Gold ; was '8 reat, and entreaſed more then 
all before himgn Jeruſalem; myſtical Gold and Sitver ghe pecutiar treaſure 
of Kings, ſuch Princes of this world, Scribes, Pharifees,&c.(mthe riches, 
flouriſh, and fruitfulneſs of their own reſtored nature, made wiſe, 
ffrong, andhonourable by 
life in the next, the Lord of Glary, In ſum, he exceeded all fuch myſti- 
call (1 Cor. 4. 8. ) as well as litteral King: of the eaxth, for wiſdom; 
axd for riches wward and outward. And, tus great delight in both, 
and all, is figured by Men and Women-ſingers, with muſical Inſtruments 
of all ſorts, importing his full wjoyment of the utmoft' delights of rhe 
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” Sons of Men,nature(in it's moſt widen'd capacity) can take in, Hhaz. 


ever his eyes deſired, he kept not from them, nor withheld his heart from any 
joy. He allowed himſclf a latitudeof rambling, to take his utmoit 
leaſure in all the litteral and all the myſtical riches, and fruits of 
bis labours. . He rejozced in this portion, as the reſult of all his labaur ; 
reckoning, he had ground, fo to do. The wiſdom of God, that remained 
with him, in & under all this doings, was the only preſervative in him, 
that kept him from ſinking and drowning in this full tideand aflu- 
ence of all worldly delireables, ſtreaming into him. He givesproof 
of the awakened exercile of this wiſdom, in this recantation-book, 
and of the contrary Judgment thereof to man's, at beſt, as tothe 
things wherein his true hapineſs lies. In the hurry of his buſy,aCtive 
natural mind,in worldly contrivances and enjoyments, this true wif. 
dom'in him lay ſorely clouded, obſtrutted, filenced, and negle&ed. 
Butat laſt, up it gets, under Chriſt's powerful influence, and pro- 
nounces himſelf and all his former deſigns, works,and injoyments, in, 
his own fading nature, vanity and vexationof ſpirit ; as follows. , 
Verſ. XI. Then I looked on all the workes that my hands had wrought, 
and on the labour that I had labouredto do \ and behold, all was wani- 
ty and vexation 3 oe ; and there was no profit under the Sup. 
Solomon, in the infallible light and wiſdom of the ſecond, looked 
upon all his works, labours and enjoyments 1n the firſt-creation World 
and life, and all, vanity and vexation of ſpirit ; of no profit, avail 
or conduciblenels at all,;to true hapines ; but rather, as miſtaken and 
abuſed, ſignal lets and hindrances thereunto. All will come to no- 
thing, and therefore, finally truſted in and relied upon, will leave 
Man naked and deſtitute, to eternity. In all —_— toyling in 
bis own nature, he is found in di —_ , 4nd that ſpirit of 
grace in which alone he can be ſaved. rirnct nog. 5 of 
this world, are not only unprofitable, but ve toman, if reſt- 
ed in. His inevitable loſs of all, is legibly written out, in the chang- 
able nature of all, for his own reading. The reſolute chuſing, there- 
fore, his own fading creature-life, and things, before, above, and a- 
gainſt the unchangable creature-life of the Creator (and everlaſ}- 
mg Righteouſneſs and wiſdom of God,therein, withall theever-new 
fruits thereof, things of God) isan —_— crime,the ſin 4gainſ 
the holy Ghoſt,or ſpirit of God,and - pel-life of Chriſt ; che great, 
2 Pre- 
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preſumptuons fin, unto death, excluſive to all benefit of Chriſts ſacrifice, 
all interceſſion of Chriſt or true Saints; Jo. 5. 16. Heb. 10. 26. So 
will man be left,for ever,in the moſt forlorn condition, imaginable ; 
unutterable zorment, and wvexation of ſpirit. 


Verſ. XII. Azd 1 turned my ſelf to behold wiſdom, and madneſs and 
folly : for, what can the man ao, 
that which hath been already done. 


Solomon turned from his own tallible,to the infallible wiſdom of God,or 
light of his ſpirit, in which he ſaw theperpetual courſe of madneſs 
and folly he had been guilty of, under the conduCt of his own. So 
faw he the wiſdom of God, in his new-covenant ſpirit of grace ; and 
folly of man, throw-out, in his old-covenant ſpirit of nature. Par- 
takers of that creature-holy ghoſt ( or youre that's in perſonal union 
with the divine, are brought into unchangable union of mind, with 
the divine. When Solomon turned to the exerciſe of this, he turned 
fromhis own, as he adviſed others, Prov. 3. 5, 6. The ſpirit of God 
is the creature-wiſdom, the living Word of God, that is God ( Jo.1.1.) 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, true holineſs. To keep upthe life and way of 
Man's will, wiſdom, and ſpirit, againſt God's, is deftruRtive Madye s 
and folly. For, what can he ao that comes after the Kjng ? Solomon, Kjn 
of literal, and alſo, myſtical earthly Jeruſalem, in all the glory, wit- 
dom, and righteouſneſs of man ? He reigned as a King there, for a 
ſeaſon, over his ſenſual powers, with the Corinthians, 1n the but re- 
ſtored firſt-covenant ſpirit of the Law, 1 Cor. 4.8. He had the ſtart 
and vantage-ground of all others, in his day, for finding true hapineſs 
in worldly vanities, ifany ſuch thing wereever to be found, therein. 
Whar, litteral or myſtical, all viſible or inviſible Riches and Glories 
of that ſort, ſignified, or amount unto, he had ſo full an 'experience, 
that for any to think or hope to find therein, what he could not, is 
madneſs. The King, here, may alſo point back to the firſt, or for- 
ward to the ſecond Adam, in our fieſh, made under the Law, as the 
firſt. Both firſt and ſecond Adam, in holy fieſb, life of the Law, righteouf- 
zeſs of Man, were greater then Solomon, 1n the firſt-creation Principle 
of life and aQtion, and free from enmity to the ſecond. The firſt could 
not ſecure his ſtanding, in that changable principle. The ſecond re- 
fuſed to attempt it, but ſurrendred and let it fall (for that __ 
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of unchangable righteouſneſs, in which he could ) as the firſt ought 
to have done. He would not be a Fudg, Ruler, or Kzne, inthe former, 
as the pryaſſing Jews, in that ſpirit, would have had him, who crucified 
him for owning himfelf a Kjng, in the latter, wherein the Son of God, 
Yet, fuch a King, will he ſhew himſelf to be, totheir ſorrow, whe- 
ther they willor no. What can men hope for, in but ſome gradual 
.reſtorings of that life of nature, they had in perfeCtion, untin&tur'd 
" alſo with filth of ſpirit, or enmity to God, and the power of godlineſs, in 
his ſpirit of grace, which lurk*s under the higheſt reftored Righteon/- 
eſs of Man, or form of godlineſs, in his ſpirit of nature ? Adam, in 
innocency, had not eternal life ; aud God took away what he had,his £4 
ing, for his ſinfull op it up againſt (and retuling to ſurrender it 
1N ex for ) his everlaſting lite. If what was Adam's (in, to do, 
be aſſerted the duty he ought to have done ( to Wit, the keeping 
oy he _ _ w—_ he wy _ wp oem are = like to 
ve, towards the avoiding 4 ſinning after the ſimilitude of his tranſ- 
ow? And they that vw the Death of the ok Adam A 
his body, denying the ſurrender and Death of his ſpirit, as to its 
firſt-covenant Life of the Law, will teach the piroying, ſparing, and 
keeping up of rhar (.s Satan, by Peter, counſelled Chriſt himſelf) to be 
the very way of ſalvation. Thus runs the doQtrine of Satan's and 
Man's other Goſpel, in a flat contradiction to Chrilt's,in every point. 
- Verſ. XIIL Ther 1ſaw, that Wiſdom excelleth Folly, as far as Light 
excelleth Darkneſs. 

Wiſdom and Folly, Light and Darkneſs, charaQter the firſt and ſe- 
condCovenant,or Old and New creation Law and Goſpel-principles 
of life, deſire, thought, and aQtion, in Men. The excellency of the 
ſecond, admits no compariſon with the firſt. The firſt has »o Glory 
of iſdom, Light, Righteouſneſs) to the ſecond, that excell's and remain's, 
or ever ; 2 Cor. 3.10,11. The firſt is marvellous darkneſs, asto all 
ſpiritual things of God, and grand concerns of man : The 
marvellous licke, diſcovering all things, divine, ſpiritual, and na. 
tural,in their diſtin& goodneſſes. Te were darkneſs (in your own fpirit 
of nature, corrupt or enlightned ) now are ye light in rhe Lord's |ovie 
agree : walk as Children of this light. ( Eph. 5. 8. ) walk, not as 
vols in your own ſpirit ; but as wiſe ( very. 15.) in the Lord's. Man's 
ſpirit, lince the fall in the higheſt renewals, is of Satan's panes 
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{avours not, ſees, or receives any things of the ſpirit of God, Mat. 16.27. 
x-Cor. 2. 14. All, that finally prefer their darkneſs to God's light, 
will find everlaſting darkneſs their portion. The glorious advanta- 
ges of the wiſdom and light of God's ſpirit, render 1t moſt defireable 
to man ; Prov. 3. 13-18. and, 4. 5- 13. True wiſdom call's out to 
it! all, in corrupt or enlightned nature, as fools ad ſimple, in their main 
(IM concern ; Prov. 1. 20-23. and,8. 5, The folly of Man, in corrupt 
M nature, is ſeen of all. But, enmity to God, and the power of Godlinefs, 

in that ſpirit of a wherein alone any can be ſaved, is ſeen of 
| none, in the higheſt wiſdom of reſtored nature. And this is theroot 
\ | , of all ſpirirual Wickedneſles, Uncleaneſſes, Idolatries, and Murders. 
v1 Theſeall lurk under fair ſbews in holy fleſh, form of Godlineſs and righ- 
teouſneſs of Man, in the reſtored Image of the earthy. All natural ex- 

- cellencies in Man or Angel, are but a fading flower. All the myſtical 
Gold, Silver, and Rubies thereof, periſhing nothings, tothe new-crea- 
tion Wiſdom and things of God. And _—_ then, to the infinitedi- 
vine Wiſdom and things of God ? leſſe then nothing ; Iſa. 40. 17. Chriſt 
Wl! offers his durable Life, Riches and Subſtaxce, his Heavenly treaſures, 
"IN for Mar's fading Earthly ſhadows, and is refuſed ; Met. 19. 21, 22. 
WW Wiſdom of nature, in corrupt or moral Heathen, and in firft-cove- 


ME But this reaches not the intended my 
i'll Verſ. XIL Thewiſe Mar's 

Mi eth in darkneſs : and I my ſelf perceived alſo, that one event hap- 
| Yi th to them all. | 
RL The truly wiſe, ſees with the E 
ii Head; in hu light, he ſees light 
Chriſt, the inhnite divice Li 


and truth of this ſcripture. 


of Chriſt, his ſpiritual Lord and 


ight and Glory. Man, and all he does, 


wiſe, righteous Men. Paul was of high account with ſuch, when a 
perſecuting firft-covenant Saint, un his holy fleſh ; of no account 
with them, when a ſuffering ſpiritual Saint, in God's Holy Spirir. 
x Cor. 4. 8-13. 2 Cor. 1o. 12. He wascontented tobea n 

with men, when ſuch 4 one as the Lord commendeth; paſſed not for 
May's day, or judgment of him. T he righteoaſneſs of Mow kept upin 
enmity to Gods, # highly eſteemed of men,but, abominable to God. And 
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nant Saints, excells the folly contrary thereunto,as Light, Darkneſs. 


s ave in his head; but the fool walk- 


in this light, this ſpirit, has the praiſe of God ; but, not at all of men, 


the righteouſneſs of God,ja the ſpiritual Saint, is highly eſteemed of God 
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but abominable to man, with all the words thereof. Mars Soul, eſtas 
bliſhed in his own Righteouſneſs, loath's Gods ſoul, or ſpirit ; and 
God's; his, Zgc. 11. 8. Mars loathing God, is the greateſt wicked-. 
neſs ; God's loathing him, and dealing with him accordingly, the 

juſt puniſhment thereof. | 
In the ſpiritual Eyes of their Head, do true Saints fix thetr eyes on 
Chriſt, their Lord and Head; receive. his counſells, and obey him, 
amidſt all uncertainties, darknefſes and miſcarriages of their na- 
tural Man. T hey walk in his ſpirit of light ; fools, in their own ſpirit 
of darkneſs. Paul, when wile in God, leemed a = to mengmen wiſe in 
Ciriftaby his firſt-covenantcommunications.Chriſt marred that wiſage, 
wiſdom,and ng of the earthy,in his own perſon, which they truſt in, 
for Salvation. Paul caſt away all they - in, 4s dung, for the ſpirit and 
wiſdom of God, the y and image of the Heavenly. No being wiſe in 
without being fools, to Men ; 1 Cor. 3.18. and, 4. 10. Man, in 
the higheſt Light and Wiſdom of his own nature,is indeed the Foot, 
toſſed up and down by the various Winds of Satan's divers and ftrang dott- 
rines, walking in darkneſs, not knowing whither he goes, or what he does ;; 
who, or what he worſbip's. Hereckons, he is making ſafe ſteps toward 
Salvation, when making ſwift ſteps to deſtruQtion. Man, that finat- 
ly truf*s1n his own W1ſdom,fordireCting his ſteps; ſides, and hold's 
with the Devil, as his Head ; true Saints, with Chriſt, for diret#; 
their Steps, in his ſpirit. But, how does one event happen to them all, 
Wiſe and Foo{s ? This oze event is a twofold death, incident to both, 
in the twofold mortal Life of their Body and Spirit. *Tis ag—_ 
to all men, good and bad, Once to Die ( wy 27.) as to both theſe 
lives, in their natural ftate. By ſuch Death, are all, firſt of laſt, cut 
off from ( and for ever deprived of ) all outward or inward, litteral 
or myſtical riches and comforts of this World. The whole Life of 
the natural ſtate, in the love or wrath of God, will be taken from 
every Manand Angel. Moxtality and Death is legibly written out 
. all,in the periſhing nature-ofall they are poſleſſed of, however 
inately Kept up, and truſted in, by moſt, Fhe event that hap- 
or falls co the Lot of the obedient ſurrenderer of his aaturat 
ife, uader the Croſs; or rebellious refuſer ſo to do ( which brings. 
him under the ſame Crols or Goſpel-ſword, in final wrath ) after 


the faid one event that happens to both, and all, will be found exceed- 


ingly 
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ingly differing, even a ftate of eternal Life or Death. God rejes 
mens falſe confidences,but approves of their diſtruſt and deſpair in them- 
ſelves, or belt things in their own Nature ; as, ver/. 20. 


Verſ. XV. Then ſaid I in my heart, as it happeneth to the fool , ſo 
it happeneth even to me ; and why was I then more wiſe? Then 1 
ſaid in my heart, that this alſo ts vanity. 

* Here is the bottom thought of Solomor's heart, in this matter. In 
the Wiſdom of God, he reflects upon and reviews himſelf, in all his 
former glory and wiſdom of 4 man, and then compares _— (and 
any other, in like caſe) made wiſe, trong and honourable in Chriſt (by 
his renewalls of their old natural ſtate,and freſh quickening them up 
into the life thereof, out of their fallen ſtate of death iz treſpaſſes and 
ſins) with the fool, and finds one Chance or Lot happen to all that are but 
ſuchwiſe mex (never proceeding farther ) and the fool ; even a ſtate 
of eternal darkneſs and death. The Fool, inthe loweſt ſenſe, is, what 
wecall a meer Natural, deſtitute, in a manner, ofany uſe of his rati- 
onal Powers, through indiſpoſition of Body. Again, a man, weak 
and ſhallow in his natural Powers, and uncultivated by Education, 
Reading and Converſe with better Underſtandings, is a Fool, toa 
man of deep Natural Judgement, quickneſs of Mind, of a ſoaring 
ſearching Capacity, and great Reach, advanced alſo by Learni 
and Converſe. This Fool and wiſe Man may both be found, and o 
are, in the but heatheniſh ſpirit of nature, and that, in the corrupt, 
rebellious ſtate thereof, walking contrary to ſuch, and to all light 
and wiſdom, natural and ſpiritual. The moral righteous Heathen, 
thatendeavours to obey ſuch light of nature (as C {' a-freſh ſets up 
in every man that comes into the world) though of leſs light and ſpecu- 
lative wiſdom or capacity then the former, is a wiſer and better 
man. The firſt-covenant Saint, with his holy fleſb, wiſe, trong and ho- 
vourable in Chriſt, though of leſs ſpeculative wiſdom then either, is 
wiſer and better then both ; and then, the ſpiritual, new-covenant 
Believer and Saint (that ſeemsa fool to them all, as having quitted 
all Wiſdom of man, for God's, is not only wiſer then them all, but 
the only truly wiſe, and they all fools, as to the whole of their eternal 
concerns. In general, allare fools in a ſcripture ſenſe, God's judg- 
ment, that make the viſible or inyiſible glories and excellencies of 
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this world's periſhing v4nitzes, the only objects of all their defire, des 
light, labour and love. All inward myſtical riches, heaped up in the 
fruittul exerciſe ofa reſtored firſt-covenant lite, under the fruftity. 
ing influencings of Chrilt, as a fleſhy Bride-groom,are pailant waxities, 
as mortal and periſhable as the lite and outward concerns of the bo- 
dy, that all men know to be ſo ; and will make themſelves Wings and 
flee away, or depart from all the poſſeſſours thereof. This then, leaves 
the title wiſe, only to the {pritual ſaint, thats counted the ve- 
rieſt fool of all, by all ( but ſuch as himſelf, that is, by all fools ) as 
wot fit tolive, any longer upon the Earth, amongſt them. Thus thought 
and faid, Holy, Wile, Righteous, firſt-covenant profeſſours, con- 
Hs AF. 22. 22, And, of Chrift himſclf, they faid, he 

il, and is mad, why hear ye him ? Fo. 10. 20. All, below the 
truly wiſe, Spiritual Mari ( both wiſe and fools, within the compaſs 
of their natural ftate, in all the fore-mentioned ſenſes ) will be alike 
brought to the greatelt loſs, diſappointment and miſery, tmaginable, 
as toany thing of hapines, in _—_ Darkneſs, Torment and/Vexs- 
tion of ſpirit, under unquenchable Wrath. T hey'l ail lie down, in Sor- 
row,for ever. This being ſo, Solomon ſayes, Why was I then more Wiſe ? 
to wit, in my renewed Life, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs of Man? To 
what purpoſe, dolI labour in this, that's but folly and darkneſs it ſelf, 
as toall Divine, Spiritual, Heavenly, moſt concerning things and 
Truths ? Moreover, from the changableneſs and Mortality of it, al- 
way's expoled to death and loſs. All therefore that truſt therein, 
mult needs meet with eternall wvexation of ſpirit. This is yet more 


fully witneſſed. 


Verſ. XVI. For there is no remembrance of the wiſe, more then of the 
fool, for ever ; ſeeing that which now «, in the days to come, ſhall all 
be forgotten ; and how dieth the Wiſe Man ? as the Fool. 


Man, in the corrupt, and man in the Righteous Life of nature, are 
broughtto an equality ia the grave of both. Death levels their ſpi- 
ritsas well as bodies. All the fading inward or outward riches and 
glory of rhe Prixces of this World, ltteral or myſtical { ſuch profeſl- 
ing firſ-covenant Saints, as crucified Chriſt, for the life and doQtrine 

the ſecond) that come to nowght ( 1 Cor. .2. 8.) will vaniſh, and 
come to nothing. However good in _ kind, and fora _— = 
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higheſt excellencies,beauties and glories, of humane or angelical na- 
rure, be; all that is now ſo, in the dayes to come, ſhall be forgotten. It has 
the praiſe of man, but*s of {mall or no account with God, while it laſt's, 
Spiritual Seey”s, God's watchmen, warn both th: righteous and wicked, of 
this; Scribe and Phariſee, as well as Publican and Harlot, that in the 
life of nature, corrupt or righteous, they will all likewiſe periſh ; and 
the eſtabliſhed righ:cous, found the higheſt and moſt criminal fin- 
ners; Ezek, 3. 16-21. and ch. 18. 20-28. ch. 33: I1-19. The 
{ame Croſs,or flaming Goſpel-Sword, they refuſe to ſubmit to,in love, 
will be _ them, in final wrath. J/. 1. 19, 20. The mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it. What need of farther teſtimony ? Let the righte- 
ous turn from his righteouſneſs, to his old fins, in corrupt nature, or 
rurn it into the higheſt wickedneſs, by ſeting it up, againſt the righ- 
reouſneſs of God ; let him turn from his righteouſneſs, either of thele 
two wayecs, he lies down in ſorrow with the Pool, or fixed common (in- 
ner of the Gentiles, for ever ; Ezek. F; 3}. 13. Thisdiſmalend, come 
both to. Such righteous men, exalggd to Heaven ( in the reſtored Life 
of the firſt, and light of the ſecond) inſtead of admiſſion into the 
kingdom, will be layd under greater final wrath, her litteral Sodom, 
as x ry moſt dreadful doom, and amazing diſappointment. They 
have rejeCted confidence in God ; and he,therr ———_ inthemſelvs; 
Jer. 2. 37. By eftabliſhing th:ir own righteouſneſs, in the firſt, a- 
gainſt God's in the ſecond-covenant, they become of a Changable 
People of God, an unchangable Synagogue of Satan, in unchangable 
enmity to God, and union with the Devil. All, fixed in nature ( cor- 
rupt or righteous, fools or wiſe, therein) will go to the ſame 7 opher, 
prepared for both, under unquenchable wrath, and the ſaid righteous 
have the worſt on*c, there, for ever. 


Verſ. XVII. Therefore I hated life, becauſe the Work that is wrought, 
ra th: ſun, 1 grievous unto m2 : for, all is vanity and wexation of. 

p-rit, 
Sl-m:22, 10 the wiſdom of God, ſees all he had binlong doing in 
his own, vanity and vexation of ſpirit, all hisw rk and labour therein, 
grievous to him. Rightly conlidering and reviewing all, in the infal- 
lible light of true wildom, he argues himſelf into a moſt concerning 
duty (w/t52ut hich, Chriſt ſayts, none can be hi; diſciples) rhe hating his 
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own life © may all the deſires, deſigns, thoughts, wayes, righteouſ- 
neſs, wildom, and beſt things thereof, as vaniſhing ſhadows ) for 
the durable Riches, Wiſdom, Life, Righteouſneſs, and things of God. All 
leaſures, and delufive joy in the former, all ave of thrs World,the de. 
liekeso the Sons of Men, he finds, in the ſpirit of the next, exmity t9 
God ( Fam. 4. 4. ) and fo, deſtructiveto man, In nature, corrupt 
or righteous, ſince the fall, are men found hating ( and —__— to ) 
God, and one another, as ſcrambling for a hapines to them all, out of 
things that can never make any one of them happy, but leave every 
one 1n the eternall /ofſe of rherr own Souls, *Tisa jult Judgment of 
God (on all obſtinate leekers for hapines, where God has abundantly 
convinced and warned them, *tis never to be found) it ſhould be ſo, 
Solomon's reaſon for hating this life, and man's whole courſe and race 
therein, is, becauſe it, _ all done in it, under the ſun, is grievous unto 
him ; not only unprofitable to the worker, towards hapines, but di- 
rely deſtructiveto his whole being. When this is diſcover'd by the 
fſpiritof God, in and to men, all the former delufive Mirth, Joy, and 
Laughter, is ſpoiled. Then nature growes ſullen, and angry at the 
diſcoverer, fighting continually againſt it, in the very Saint. Fleſh 
is offended at (offend's and grieves,oppoles and fights againſt) the ſaid 
ſpirit, as Paul found even holy fleſh, righteous nature, in all its work- 


1ngs, deſires, and thoughts, todo, Rom. 7. 


Verſ.XVIII. Tea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the Sun: 
becauſe I ſhould leave it unto the man that ſhall be after me. 


In the former Verſe, he hated his own vain Life ; in this, 4 his vain 
labour therein, as both, and all, vanity and wexation of ſpirit ; noton- 
ly unprofitable, but grievous to him, Life and Works, Principles and 
Operations. Here, he gives another reaſon for hating them ; be- 
cauſe he ſhould leave the Product andReſult of all ſuch biokboars, to the 
man that ſhall be after him. As figure and ſhadow of his meaning,here- 
in, tis with many, the whole deſign of all their Labours and Travels, 
to heap up outward treaſures to themſelves, and leaveto their Poſte- 
rity,great Poſſeſſions, call'd after their own Name; as if they had any 
concern therein, when deceaſed ; or, any relief thereby, when, with 
Dives, tormented in the flames of God's Wrath; And,as to an adran- 
tage to Poſterity, how know theys but their Succefſors will blot = 
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and deface, by their unwiſe and ſinful praQtices, what they got by 
their wiſe and honeſt labours ; though great things, of that ſort, are 
feldom ſo gotten? Such great things puff up, and are oft the ruine 
of thoſe - come after them. This was r= own caſe, in his 
fooliſh Son Rhehoboam, who following the raſh diQtates of ignorant 
young Hedctors, and rejecting the ſage counſel of grave Senatoys that 
ſtood before his Father, diſobliged the People, loft rex parts of his K;ng- 
dom, at firſt entrance on his Government ; and he, and his Succeſ- 
{ors held the reſt, not without great confuſions, troubles and deſo- 
lating Wars, with the Kings of 1/rael, their Brethren, and from ſuch 
Nations round about, as were common Enemies to both ; Moab, Am- 
anon, 1 yre, Edom, Philiſtines, &c. 1 King. 12. Yet is this but the low- 
et and leaſt part of Solomon's meaning, in theſeand the following 
words. 


Verſ. XIX. And, who knoweth whether he ſhall be a wiſe Man, or 4 

| fool? Tet NY he have Rule over all my labour wherein I have la- 
boured, and wherein I have ſhew'd my ſelf wiſe, under the Sun. This 

is alſo vanity. x 
Hereis a deep myGical Truth. The fading Laodiceax Riches, and 
great Poſſeſſions, treaſured up,in and by the fruitful exerciſeof my 
own ſpirit, in the reſtored firft-covenant Life of the Law, Who know- 
eth whether awiſe Man, or a fool ſhall (get,and ) rule over 3# 2 Whether 
the ſupreamly wiſe man, Chrift himſelf, by his Goſpel-ſicle, Sword, 
or Crols, asfreely and obediently ſurrendred to him; or the Mar of 
fn, and Sow of Perdition, the greateſt myſtical Fool;the Devil ? Thofe 
that give up themſelves and all Chrift*s gifts to them, of firſt-tovenartt 
Life, Wiſdom, and Ornaments, and ſecond-covenant Light ( with 
all their frtits and efteCts,btought forth therein, myſtical Corn, Wine, 
044, Sibver awd Gold) to Baat, or Moloch, the Lord or King, andgod 
of this World, are willing he ſhould reapand gather all ; and ſo, uſe 
all Chriſt's own gifts tothem,and all the fruits of their own labours 
therein, againſt Chriſt and God himfelf, to their own deftruCtion, as 
qualified thereby to be themoſt pypantick oppolers 8&fighters againſt 
God. May walk*s in « vaih ſbew, iſquiets himfelf in vein, beeping up 
"Riches, and not knowing who ſhall gather they, Pal. 39.6. Till Man 
come to a reſolution, - whoſe Arms he will caſt himfelf into an | 
is 
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his changable Life and Riches) Chrife's or the Devil's ( in orderto 
be fix'd in the unchangably good Spirit of the former, or evil one of 
the latter ) He knows not who ſhall gather all ; or,what will become of 
him and alt he has gotten. One of thele will certainly gather all, in con- 
cluſion. All putied up ſelf-exalters againſt Chriſt, give themſelves, 
and all they have, into the hands of that Lacifcrian Head, and King 
over all ſuch childzen of Pride ( Job 41.34. ) receiving his ſpirit of un- 
changable enmity to God, for the Principle of their Lite, Defire,,. 
Thought, and Attion. All fixed firſt-covenant K/zrgs, are abſolute- 
ly engag'd in Satan's reign, in perfect oppoſition to Chriſt and his- 
inviſible Saints ; whoſe ſaintſhip, or ſpiritual Life, is hid with Chriſt iw 
God, till Chrifts ſecond appearing, and rendring it viſible in himſelf 
and them, which will be the pm, mares z the Sons of God, Chriſt 
ofterstrue freedom to all, even the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. 
But, multitudes of enlightned, holy, firſt-covenant Profeflors ( and 
no better, whatever they reckon themſelves)ehuſe rather,forſelf-pre- 
lervation, againſt the Croſs, to be fla the Devil (the arranteſt 
flave of all): and ſo, to have their eares boared,as his ſervants for ever,on: 
their willful refuſal of true Liberty. This is figured out, Ex. 21.5,6.. 
At laſt,Chriſt, by his Croſs and ſpiritual Goſpel-Sword or Sicle, will 
—_— and gather or take from all evil Angels and Men, all the 
Riches and Comforts, all the fading Glory and Power they have 
uſed againſt him, under Satan's reign,and tread them all under foot,. 
in his. reign, From a ſober Reflexion upon the whole matter, in the 
2 of Fruth (diſcovering the vanity of all firft-creation Life, and 
nos of Man, with all his vain Labours, and arcertaein Riches; and 
theg the uncertainty, as to who ſhall g athey then, to his R_ 
damage or greateſt gain) he looks onall Man's Labours, and Poffef- 
fions 1n the confounded ſtate of his own Narnre, corrupt or righte- 
ous ( on all theſe aprons together) to be-but a hateful vanity, 
and wexation of ſpivit. So he farther declares, \, 
 . Verf, XX.. Therefore 1 went about 10 canfe my beart to ir of altthe 
dh pr tmp I | aw | 
So ſhould every one ( in uniowof mind with Chrift ) hace bixonr: 
Life, with all his Labours, and Fraits, bronght forth-in-che but reſtor'd 
aatural Principle ( or Spirit of the firſt-covenant A 
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for the Life, Wiſdom,and Righteouſneſs of God, in the ſecond, the new- 
covenant ſpirit of the Goſpel. The former, at beſt, was but changably 
good ; and ſince the Fall, exmity to Goa, or filth of ſpirit is inſeperable 
from it ; direCt enmity to that creature-ſpirit, or holy Ghoſt, in the 
new Life whereof only, 'tis poſſ{ble to pleaſe God,or be ſaved. A heart, 
{et to love that Life, in which man hates [ and is hateful to) God, # 
4 heart fixed in ( or ſet to do) evil, for ever. Solomon therefore ſets 
his heart to hate the whole Life, and all the beſt works, done in 
the ſingle aCtivity of his own nature, at beſt, wider the twofold firſt- 
creation Sus, litteral and myſtical ; as aboveſaid. Of this he gives 

a farther account, wer/. 21,-23. , 
Verſ; XXI. For, there is a man, whoſe labour is in wiſdom, and in know- 
ledge, and in equity : Tet, to a man that hath not laboured therein, 
(hall he leave it for his portion. This alſo is vanity, and a great Evil. 

Solomon gives an account of himſelf, in the Man here deſcribed b 
him, travelling in Wiſdgn, Knowledge, and Equity) that is, inthe wiſe 
and righteous aCtings of his own reſtored,enlightned nature.All this, 
he finds vain,and unprofitable ; yea, a great grief and ſorrow to him. 
Here's the ſad reſult of all man's goodnes and fruitfulnes, in hisown 
nature, All is vanity,the —_— treeof good and evil (and ſince the fall, 
of evil only,filth of ſpirit at leaſt, which is the greaterſort of evil)with 
the Fruits; the Root with the Branch ; Principle and Operations, 
Deſires, Thoughts, Counſels, Purpoſes, Words, Aftions, all naught. 
The loſs of all, as obediently ſurrendred to the ſacrificing hand, Goſ- 
pel-croſs, Sword and Fire of God's High Prieſt, is our only way of 
being delivered from all evil, of fin or puniſhment, for ever. And, on 
ſuch obedience, we ſhallcertainly receive the promiſe of the Father, the 
everlaſting creature-life-and Þirit of the Son, which will fill us with 
all good, tor ever, aboye wonder. 

Is not here great Gain, on all hands, toencourage us to bear ſuch 
loſs, the —_ Law of the Croſs, and ordinances of God's new- 
creation-ſanQtuary call for, as undiſpenſably neceſſary for our admil. 
ſion or entrance thereinto? This exchang-traffique of Law for Gol- 
pel, Life of Nature for Grace, Earthly for Heayenly, the natural life 
of the Creature, for the ſpiritual life of the Creator, is the higheſt 
and beſt market, man can make, of all his firſt-creation vanities. 
Truth ( or the Goſpel-ſpirit of truth) can never be bought, but to 
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Man's unſpeakable advantage ; never ſold or parted with, from love 
to what's to be parted with for it, but ro Man's unſpeakable loſs. 
Buy the Truth, therefore, at any rate ; but Sel/ it, at no rate, though all 
the kingdoms of this Worl4 and glory of them (all natural, humane or 
Angelical excellencies) be bidden for it. Paw, when eminent in firſt- 
covenant holines, parted with all, as dang, for this Truth. All that 
havetried this molt gainfull traftique, have found it ſo. No ative 
obedience, performable in Man's own nature, ever does his work for 
ſalvation ; but, paſhve ; a right ceaſing from that life, with all its 
aQtivity and labours. Should a Man live a thouſand years twice told, 
in theutmoſt fruitfulnes of his reCtified naturals, he will ſtill find 
Solomon's account true ; al vanity. All that's but Earthly, in Man or 
Angel, all firſt-creation Life and fruits or works thereof, will be burnt 
up the fire of the ſecond, 2 Pet. 3. 10. Chrilt's new-creature ſpirit 
will try, by its al-diſcovering light, all principles and works, whe- 
ther natural or ſpiritual, earthly or Heaveuly ; and then, all the 
former, that's changable and periſhable, will moſt certainly periſh, 
or be burnt upby the fire of this trying ſpirit. All that obediently 
ſubmit not to this fiery triall, fall inevitably under its ever/afling burn- 
ings,in and upon them, in final Wrath. All changable goodnes, 
earthly, firſt-creation Life and Fruits, firſt or laſt, muſt paſle away, 
from obedient Saints, and incorrigible ſinners, in God's Love or 
Wrath. This fiery trial, ſeems grievons, at preſent, to nature, in 
Saints ; Heb, 12. 11, Our nature, in Chrift himſelf, wes ſorrowfull 
fo death ; caſt out a word,for icaping the Death-Cup,but he inſtantly 
called it back. His living Soxl,of the fame kind with the firſt Adam's, 
was ſorely put to'r, made exceeding ſorrowful,under the death-work of 
his ſecond- Adam's quickning-ſpirit, or goſpel-fword and fire upon it ; 
Mat. 26. 38, 39. Obedient ſubmiſſion to God's preſent , tempo- 
rary Wrath, in this caſe, is the only poſſible way of deliverance, 
from his Eternal; the Wrath to come. All willful refulers of the former, 
are ſure to meet with the latter. Thoſe that with Paul; received Gods 
juſt ſentence of Death within them, On their naturals, at beſt, have 
unſpeakably the beſt on'r. Thoſe that pleaſe themſelves a-while in 
reſiſting and ſcaping it, fall underitfor ever. T he ſufferings and ſham? 
brought on the natural man of the Saint, are not to be compared with 
the joy and glory of ſpiritual life, that follows. Nor does the preſent 
ehes f:l's 
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falſe joy, ſtiflnecked reſifters ofthe Croſs (or holy Ghoſt, in its de- 
moliſhing operation upon their naturals ) pleaſe themſelves with, 
ſignify any thing, in compariſion of the griets, torments, and vexa- 
tion of ſpirit, this croſſe will bring upon them, in Eternal Death. 
The demoliſhing-work of the Croſs, is grievous to nature, in Saints, 
at preſent : but, 1n no compariſon ſo grievous as *twil be to it, 4n re- 
bellious reſiſters ; and that, for ever. 'True Saints ſoon find the bene- 
fit of their obediently ſacrificed nature, by a reſurrection out of the 
death of that, into the everlaſting righteous life of the ſacrificing 
high Prieſt of their Goſpel-profetſon ; Metchiſedeck. So have they 
eternal life abiding in them, the Kjngdom of Heaven within them, live 
and walk in Chriſt's kingdom-ſpir:it , the Goſpel-principle of ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. Thus, by ſubmitting to the temporary wrath 
at preſent (brought upon them, in God's everlaſting kindneſs ) 
ag they ſeq the wrath to come. 

But, what mean's Solomon, in ſaying, that all his wife labours, in his 
own reſtored nature, uſt be left to a man that has not laboured therein ? 
Who is this ? Chriſt, in his originally unchangable creature-{pirit of 
everlaſting righteouſneſs and truth. Himlſelt ſurrendred the earth- 
ly firſt-covenant righteous life and labours thereof, in our fleſh, zo the 
flames of his own eternal ( Heb. 9g. 14. everlaſting righteous crea- 
ture ſp#rit,in ſacrifice to his own divine ſpirit,and God myſt high. The 
facrihice, he offred ; the ſacrificing Prieſt that offered it ; and God, to 
whom offered ; all2re comprehended in the worderful perſon of the 
Mediatour,as the divine and twofold creature form of Goa, originally 
ſpiritual, and fſpiritualiz'd, transformed, regenerate natural, bap- 
tized into the death, and aſſimilated in the refurreCtion life of it, to 
the originally ſpiritual. This divine and twofold creature-being, 
#mage, or form of God in Chriſt, is all called God, even the ſpiritualiz'd 
nan Chriſt ; Jo. 1. 1. All are the living Word and Oracle of God's in- 
finite divine mind ; his Wonderfull Counſellor, to Angels and Men. 
And, in all, ſtands he in a diſtinction, for ever, from God moſt high, 
in the ſingle and uncompounded divine effence, in which, the F, 
zo this divine and creature-Son, begotten from eternity, as the divine ; 
and from everlaſting ( Prov. 8- 23 ) as creature-Sor of God, Hence 
is it ſaid,the Mediatonr is not of one( nature ) but God us one. Gal. 3. 
20, This ſacrificing, Prieſtly,Goſpel-ſpirit of Chriſt, reapes or gathers, 

cuts 
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.cut's down, burns up, and utterly conſumes all the life and [z- 
bours or workings of Angel or Man, 1a their natural firſt-creation 
makeand life, as he ſerved our fleſhly nature, in his own perſon. By 
his Croſs or Goſpel-{word, he gathers all, for ſacrifice to God, as his due 
required T ithes and Offerings (the myſtical truth of rhe litteral ) chat 
never laboured or did any thing,in that natural ſtate of {zfe, but was 
originally ſpiritual. This alſo is vanity, ayes Solomon, or ſhewes the 
inſignificancy of man's or angel's labours in their earthly, firſt-crea- 
tion Life of vanity, about ſalvation. All mult go, lite and all, or 
they never can be ſaved. And this is a great evil, or grieving con- 
ſideration to man, that his life, at beſt, and all done in it, are but 
periſhing vanities , vaniſhing ſbadows of things to come , or to be 
brought a-float in men, by a new-creation. *Tis alſo Man's rw evil, 
his unpardonable Sin, if he rob God, or withold his Myſtical T ithes and 
Offrings, Mal. 3. 8. ( the moſt high and criminal Spiritual ſacr+- 
ledg, many firſt-covenant Profeſſours are guilty of 1n holy fleſh ; 
Rom. 2. 22.) the beſt fruits or works of his own nature, life and all, 
from Chriſt's Goſpel-ſword or Croſs, and ſpiritual Circumciſion- 
Knife ; and ſo,from being an obedient ſacrifice, or holocauſt to God, 
in all. There isalſo « great evil, evendirett exmity to God, found in 
all man's firſt-creation life of vanity, the moſt reſtored Image of the 
Earthy, and beſt fruits producible therein. This filth of ſpirit cleaves 
faſt wnto all, and is inſeperable from Man's nature, ſince the frit fin of 
it. Chriſts communicating to,and ſetting up his ſpiritual life inSaints, 
makes them Lilies, that neither toil nor Spin, yet grow into a flouriſh- 
ing fruitfulnes. No labour 97 toil of the natural [pirit, in the caſe; but, 
a reſt from all that labour. God works all our works in us : and we, all 
our works in him ; Jo. 3}. 21. Solomon, in all his glory, was not Arayed 
like one of theſe , Mat. 6. 28,29. In all his fading natural excellencies 
and perteCtions, he had no glory, to thele beautiful new-creation 
Lilies, that excel. Men yield up all their fading natural life and 
fruits to Chriſt, as the man, the ſpirit of everlaſting 5 ; Or 
S. It to Chriſt, 
he offers all up, in ſacritice to God. If to Satan, he ſets upand uſes all, 
in unchangable enmity to God. When the Sor of God had this life 
of vanity about him, zhe life of the Law, God ſpared it not in him; nor 
aid he pitty or ſpare it in himſelf, as the Devil by Peter adviſed him to 
| G do, 
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do. Some,that have a mind to be Seading at Salvation (and the new- 
building ) in the way of the Croſs, and won't bid up ; are willing 
to part with the corrupt life of nature, and palpably evil fruits and 
laſts thereof,the refuſeand worſt of their Cattel ; but, as Saw (in let- 
ter and myſtery) ſpare the choice things ( the Kjng and beſt of the 
Cattel, in this Amalckite-ſpirit of nature ; keep back part of their earthly 
poſſeſſions, with Ananias and Saphira, the righteous Earthly life and 
fruits thereof ) will come off, or fare as they did,loſe their own ſelf- 
choſen kingdom, lifeand all; x Sam. 15. 8, 9. andv. 18-23. Atts. 


5. I-IO. 


Verſ. XXII. For, what hath a Man of all his labour, and of the vexati- 
on of his heart, wherein he hath Iaboured under the Sun ? 


Without a ſurrender of all, for that ewneſs of life ( in which alone 
he can bring forth fruit unto Godand be laved ) all turns to his eternal 
loſs and diſadvantage. Thisqueſtion is reſolved. 


Verſ. XXIII. For, all his dayes are ſorrows ; and his Travel, grief yea, 
his heart taketh not reſt in the night. This is alſo vanity. 


If firſt-covenant life be not, firſt or laſt, ſurrendred for the ſecond 

( that has bin no aQtive principle or labourer in the way and Wil- 
dom of the firſt) all's loſt. For, *tis in the zew life of the ſecond, 
only can any bring forth _—_ unto God, or be ſaved. This exchange 
of firſt for 1« a finally refuſed, Man will have nothing to reap, of 
all his labours and travels in the firſt, but unexpreſſible ſorrows, grief, 
ſhame, and everlaſt ing contempt, as having wiltully rendered himiel 4 
Veſſel of diſhonour, A ever, under wrath. He has changed all his 
goodneſs, the wrong way,into unchangable evil and ennuty to God, 
for which the unchangable wrath of God will be upon him. And 
this will make that myſtical Night of Darkneſs and Death, his heart 
can take noreſt in. This, come all men's vain labours for reſt, in the 
lifeandaftivity of their own nature, to; againſt all the faithful 
counſels, and timely warnings of God. So will all the dayes, belong- 
ing totheir immortal beings,even toall eternity,be ſpent in torment, 
and vexation of ſpirit, They have rebellioully watked in the light of 
their own Fire, and Sparks of their own kindling, the fruits and births 
of their own light and wiſdom, in the life and activity of their own 
na- 
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I 
nature, 4d muſt lie down in Sorrow, for their pains, All firſt-creati- 
on life of the Lew, thus a»lawfnlly uſed, in rebellion againſt God, will 
be found not only warity, but 2 great and ſore evilto them, for ever. 


Verſ .XXIIII .T here « nothing better for a man,then that he ſhould Eat 
and Drink , and that heſhould make his ſoul enjoy good in his labour. 
T his alſo 1 ſaw, that it was from the hand of God, 

This eating and drinking as a _—_ pleaſure and joy iz masu”s labour, 
Solomon recommend's, as ſavory advice, and a —_ ift from 
God, cannot be any thing, bordering _ brutiſh ſenſi ty z nor 
yet Men's feeding and gratifying themſelves with the beſt fruits of 
their labours 1n - pe ann Pp Law-life : yy both thele, men lie 
under the Curle of ; Gal. 3. 10. No feeding on periſhing 
meats, in a periſhing life, can be the meaning of the ſpirit, Solomon 
gave this counſel, in : but, a feeding on xever-periſbing Meats, fuited 
to a never-periſhing life, as Chriſt, the true $9lomon adviſes, witha 
negative daſh on all other lite and meats ; Jo. 6, 27. This only is 
a true bleſſing from God , puts man under his approbation-ſeal ; a Belly 
and Meats, he will not deſtroy ; All other, be will. All other life, finally 
kept up and fed in, tends to man's final deſtruttion, Right eating 
and drinking of Chriſt's living Bread and the king ine of bus 
ſpirit, ſtrengthens man 1» his newneſ's of life, to bring forth fruit unto 
God daily more and more, from thirty to ſixty, ſixty to 4 hundred-fold, 
and from that, to a thouſand, &c. endletly. David, Solomon, and 0- 
ther Saints have ſeen and proclaimed the vanity of all other Life and 
Meats, with all Man's deluſive, deſtructive joy, miſtaken pleaſures 
and confidences, therein. They have recantedand d the 
wrong meaſures they took in their own fallible wiſdoms, both of 
themſelves, and Gods various dealings with them and others, in 
this world. Enemies are gratified with more than heart can wiſh, 
litteral or myſtical riches, in their own nature, will, and way atter 
their own hearts, while true ſaints are plagued all their day long,.in this 
World, and chaſined every morning ; TO 7 j- 4. 14. The:;natural 
man of the ſaint, exvzes, frets, and is vexed at this worldly proſperity 
the wicked ; but their ſpiritual, in God's Sentuary-light, oo whata 
will come to ; and fo, quiets their wrangling, envious natural, as an 
1njurious quarreller at Gods peniapong and the methods & lus 

2 a wildom ; 
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wiſdom ; v. 16-19. Spiritual light extricates them out of that la- 
byrinth, and confuled maze, their own wiſdom and thoughts run 
them, into ; and ſets all to rights. The bleſſed end of Saints troubles, 
and dreadful concluſion of wicked Mens proſperity, payes for, and 
anſwers all. This, ſeen, quiets the Saint, ms 7" fills him with Joy an- 
[prakable and glorious. This we find, over and over, Pſal. 37. & 73. 
ob 21. and, in plenty of other ſcriptures. Exvy not their fools-pa. 
radice here, that ha's Hell at end on*t. All their laughter and merri- 
ment # but as the crackling of T horns under a pot, a ſhort blaze, in this 
mortal World, and away. After their Reſurreion of Danmation, 
they?*i have time enough to pay their ſad reckoning, underthe flam- 
ings forth of nay Wrath, upon them. This will they 
have, from God's hand. When Saints clearly ſee this twofold Iſſue 
of their trouble, and others proſperity, in this world ; can they en- 
vy, will they not pity them ! The affliCtions of the one,and proſperi- 
ty of the other, are both but a Dream. Truth will out, at laſt, in the 
endleſs end,both arrive at,and come to, in eternal life or death. When 
the Wicked anake out of their dreamiſh hapines, God will deſpiſe their 


Image ; deſtroy their life, and all their falfe comforts, in the ys of 


the Earthy ; Pſal. 73. 20. When Saints awake out of their aMiCtion- 
dream, they will be ſatiſfied with Gods Heavenly Image, and his new- 
creature life, P/al. 17. 15. One has but an Imaginary hapines : the 
other, Imaginary trouble ; all's but a vain ſhew ; Pſal. 39. 6. As 
Saints more plentifully feed oz the Lords non"; 3:09 Meats, from 
his heavenly rable, they are more ſtrengthned in that newneſs of life, 
in which they bring forth never-periſhing fruits, unto God. God re- 
quires ( and delights in) their eating and drinking abundantly, at his 
Heavenly Table, the (0 19y0s fruits of his divine and creature-ſpirit, 
the Tree E Life. They can never be too much filled with hic [pirit 
( Eph.5.18.) and fruits thereof. No rioting or exceſs, at his Table : 
never too much of his Wine. The more, any feed at his table, the 
more they diſcover and nauſeate Satan's worldly meats , and 
wine. Let him gild his periſhing vanities with never fo near a re- 
ſemblance of Chriſts meats,'twon*t do. They can fſpie out his Con- 
temptible meats, under all the beautiful diſguiſes he puts upon them, 
and rejett them. See then the myſtery and truth of Solomons decla. 


ration, here. There's nothing better for a man, then to eat and drink 
| the 
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the good of all his ſpiritual labours, ih never are in vain in the Loyd ; 
x Cor. 15. 58. All other labour, in mans own nature, 1s 1n vain, 
as to his grand concern. Life, Fruits, Labours, nothing vain, in a 
new-creation ſtate ; all,in the old. Als unchangable,in the new ; all, 
vaniſhing, inthe old; Tree and Fruit, Root and Branch, Womb 
and Births. Fruits in the new, are Peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs, 
. inaunion of mind with God ; not ſo, inthe Old. All, there, is done in 
a ſpirit of enmity to God ; even the belt and moſt righteous works of 
man. By works of Grace, in God's new-covenant ſpirit, Abraham 
was Tuſtified, and not by Faith only, Jam. 2. 21-24. Such works, 
wrought in God, or in the | ww of faith, are ingredients into the ſaint's 
Juſtification ; not ay works or aceds of the Law-\pirit of nature ; Rom. 
4. 2-6. The true ſaint does not live, war, or walk after the fl:ſb, but a- 

ainſt it, in the ſpirit. The ruling principle in man, denominates. 

- 29+ rg exerciſe of the corrupt ſpirit of nature ( with the 
vile affections and brutiſh luſts thereof ) denominates Man, a Beaſt. 
The ruling exerciſe of the —_ principles of nature, declare 
a man, a Legal Chriſtian, or,at leaſt,a-moral Heathen. The ruling ex- 
erciſe of the Goſpel-ſpirit,in man, makesa ſpiritual Saint, a Golpel- 
Chriſtian. And now, by this opening of theſe words,into the myſti- 
cal truth of them, is not excluded a ſhadowy litteral ſenſethereof, as 
countenancing a right and free uſe of the concerns of bodily Life, for 
the end by God intended in them, againſt the folly of thoſe, that 
from an'evil covetouſneſs, and vain, ſelf-tormenting ſollicitude, find 
no heart or power to eat thereof, to the beſt advantage of he 
fe, that's more then meat ; and the Body, that"s more then Raiment ; 

t. 6. 25. 


Verſ. XXV. For, who can eat? or who elſe can haiten hereunto, 
more then I? 


Solomon , here, declares his Priviledg, through the awak'ned 
Wiſdom of God in him, of haſtenimp to, and feeding at Chriſt's Hea- 
venly Table, on the things of God. Who carried forth with a ſtrong- 
er bent of affection to things above (Col. 3. 2.) then I? He found 
a ſtrength of ſpiritual appetite, carrying him forth to eat and drink 


abundantly, according to Chrilt's Invitation to his ſupreamly double- 
portion'd 


54 
tid Gm hl Saints (of which number, himſelf ſeem's to be 
£>12r2117d 1n his own myſterious Song ; Cat. 5. 1. 
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Verſ. XXVI. For, God giveth to a man that is good in his peht, 

Wiſdom, and Koons and Toy : But, to the ſinner he giveth 
Travid,zo gather and to heap upthat he may give to him that is good 
before God, This alſo u vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 

The good man, in God's ſight, is the ſpiritual Saint, in diftinQion 
from all others. What's unchangably good only, 1s paper good 
in God's ſight. None good, infinitely, from Eternity, but God only: 
Fromeverlaſting to Eternity, 1s the creature-ſpirit in the Mediator, 
good. And, to Eternity, areall obedient Angels and Saints, borz 
of that ſpirit, and brought forth in the everlaſting righteous Life 
thereof, good before Goda, No Angel, no Man, no thing, in the firſt- 
creation-make or State of Angel or Man, is, in this ſenſe, good ; 
however good in their kind, and right uſe ; yea, very good ; Gen. 1. | 
31. The natural man of the Saint, in the reſtored 6 -cendns 
Life and Image of the earthy, is made good in God's fehr,by ſubmittin 
tothe Plow-work of the Crols ( Chriſt's ſpiritual husbandry upon i 
pointed ſo deep, as to tear up by the Roots, the natural principle of 
enmity. And then, by the ſame hand, or ſpiritual Plow, is quick- 
'ned up, the ( before) dormant ſeed of an incorruptible righteous 
new-creation Life, in which Man's nature, as made mew earth, brings 
forth fruit unto God, T his is the Earth, that by drinking in the ſpiritu- | 
all Rain-waters of Life, that come oft npon it, brings forth herbs, | 
meet for them by whom it ts dreſſed; Chriſt, and God mo high; Heb, * 
6. 7. Saints are thus, Gods Husbandry ; and Chriſt, the Myſtical 
Husband-man, that does the work. Hecleanſes from filth of fieſb, 
the vile fruits and luſts of the corrupt Nature. This yet, fi*'s-not” or 
enables men to bring forth fruit unto God ; but to themſelves only 
(Hof. 10. 1.) towards the farther enriching and 2dorning their 
own nature. They are empty Vines, and but fallow Fields, yet, to God. 
Some-what clear'd are they, from the Nettles and Thiſtles of the 
corrupt ſpirit of nature ; but they bring forth wo right Grapes, or good 
fruit, unto God ; unchangably good. A ſeed of enmity, remaining in | 
them, after all natural cleanlings, is 4 Root of bitterneſs, bearing Gall | 
and Wormmwood, Briars and Thorns, in a bloody, bitter, aninkeocs | 


mind ' 


[55 ] 

mind of enmity againſt God, Chg; and all his Goſpel-Saints and 
Truths. So ſee we the good man, here, rendred ſo, by God's wnſpeak- 
able Gift, p—_ in true Wiſdom, Kpowledge,and Joy, joy unſpeakable 
and Gloriows in the holy Ghoſt, or ſpiritual principle of everlaſting 
righteous life, deſire, thought, word, and attion. And hereby is he 
fitted to enjoy God, zz whofe favourable preſence is fulnes of Joy, and at 
whoſ* right hand are pleaſure*s for evermore; Pſal. 16. 11. 

Secondly then, who is the Sinzer, here ? 

This ſinner is, not only nor chiefly, the.common ſinner, in the 
corrupt ſpirit of nature, untix'd there. All are fo born, Children of 
Wrath and death, ſerving divers luſts, hatefull, and hating one another ; 
Eph. 2.3. Tit. 3. 3. Allare ſinners againſt the ſon of man, or light 
and righteous life of the firſt-covenant law, the higheſt edition and 
diſpenfation whereof, was found in Chriſt's perſon, as Sox of Man, in 
the earthly law-life of our nature, holy feb. If ſuch fins and ſinners 
were not pardonable, and the wrath thereby provoked and deme- 
rited, atoneable (by Chriſt's obedient ſacrifice of that ſpotles law-life, 
and by his powerful intercefhons) no man could be ſaved. The fin- 
ner here, then, is of a higher rank, and deeper die, then ſo. The 
——_— of corrupt and righteous nature, in a kind of ftruggle and 

ght againſt each other,in man, too generally miſtaken for fleſb aud 
ſpirit, are but corrupt and holy fleſb,which joyn in war againft what's 
truly called ſpirit, in ſcripture; the ſpirit of Chriſt, and ſpiritual mind 
thereof, in Saints; Gal. 5. 17. Paul, in holy fleſh, was a fierce perſecu+ 
ter of Gods Holy Spirit, and true ſaints. And, whena ſignal Apoſtle, 
he found that holy fleſh a fighter againſt Gods holy ſpirit, in himfelf, 
as he abundantly complamn's ; Rv. 9. While man then interprets 
the words of wiſdom, by the ſhort-ſighted conceptions and 
words of his own wiſdom, he ſbuts up the king dom of Heaven, excludes 
all the myſtery and ſpiritual truth of ſcripture,out of all his teaching, 
and reputed orthodox divinity. All this lies buried jn deep filence 
and inadvertency. And, would this were all. When the ſpiritual 
myſtery, and kingdom-ſenſe of all ſcripture, is offered, fuch humane 
divines ( in their {ing ſprrit of divenation, as to all Goſpel-traths or 
things of God )) ſet themſelvs, might and main, to ſtifle and decry it; 
diſlwade their hearers from liftning to't, as the moſt deteſtable, blaſ- 
phemous do&rin, in the world. — + 
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The enlight*ned, profeſſing, righteous Jewiſh Teachers, ſaid, on this 
very account, of C briſt himſelf, he hath a Devil, and is Mad ; Why hear 
yehim? Joh. 10. 20. Do any of the Scribes or Phariſees believe him ? 
None bur filly ignorant Women and Fiſhermen, Publicans and 
Harlots, ſuch as know not the Law, and are curſed, regard his words. 
Here's the palſle, ors wag were at, amongit the only pro- 
feſſing people, at that day, 1n the world, when Chriſt himſelf was 
the Preacher. Such Sinners againſt the Holy Ghoſt ( or goſpel-ſpirit 
of truth, when rich, full, and reigning as Kings, as needing nothing for 
Salvation, when they want every thing 3; 1 Cor. 4. 8. 10. Rev. 3. 
17. ) Wiſe, Strong, and honourable in Cs as to firſt-covenant at- 
tainments, and fruitful in the life thereot, theſe are the wery ſinner or 
ſinners, here meant, when obſtinately fixed there. The ſelf-ſame 
law-ſpirit, or reſtored principle of righteous life and aCtion, in their 
own nature, fixed in, under the outward diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
renders men a-like prejudic'd, now, againſt the whole myſtery and 
truth of Goſpel (zhe very Chriſt,the very cone as they were, under 
the outward diſpenſation and ceremony of the Law. They exclude 
all the Goſpel-ſenſe of all ſcripture, old and new Teſtament, out of 
all their divinity. Tbeſe are the divines that ſhut up the kingdom of 
Heaven againſt men, not entring themſehys nor ſuffering others to enter, 
They ſet up Satan's kingdom ye marvellous 4arkreſs,for Chriſt's King- 
dom of marvellous light. They preach up that accurſed other Goſpel, be 
preached to Eve (and is at, ever ſince) that man ſhall not die at all, | 
that is, that in his own enlightned _—_— nature, he has eternal ' 
Life. So Second-covenant, newneſs of. fe true Grace, Regeneration, 
Oc. areall fruſtrated or made word, as uſclels nothings, that are all in | 
all, for true ſalvation. All new-covenaat Titles are given to the old, 
and the very new, excluded, with all its doCtrin, as madneſs. Theſe 
that paſs thus for Chriſts only Church and Saints, will be found, when 
God is Judg himſelf, the moſt criminal ſinners, beyond litteral Sodom, 
even a ſpiritual Egypt and Babylon. In all their conformity to Chriſt, 
in that Life of our nature, hecrucified, are they in flat oppoſition to 
that ſpiritual, he raiſed it into, in which he l:ves for evermore, Rev. 
I. 18, Thele are painted Sepulchres, whited Walls, full of enmity to God, | 
filth of ſpurit, myitical rottenneſs and corruption. They are T heeves and 
Robb.rs, that ( having ſhut up the right Door of Entrance into 
the | 
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the kingdom, by the death of A at beſt, under the Croſs) 
climb up Fi* other way, to take it by violence ; force their entrance, 
in holy fleſh, their own Wiſdom and ſtrength, with ſatan. Chriſt 
crucified and aboliſhed all that, in himſelf, they daringly and pre- 
ſumptuoully attempt toenter it, with. Thele are Wolves in = 
.Clothing, dreſſing up their viſible ſaint-ſhip in but holy Fleſh, with all 
the words, and titles belonging to the inviſible ſaint, in God's holy 
ſpirit, 4 life yet hid with yo in God. Inthis diſguiſe, are theſe my- 
flical robbers of Chriſt and his true ſaints, of all their titles, their 
ferceſt and moſt outragious enemies;as Chriſt warn's his followers; 
Mat. 10. 16-18. 

Next then, what's meant by God's giving ſuch a ſinner travel, to 
gather and toheap up,that he may give to him that is good before God? 

1. Firſt, what 1s it, this izner gathers and heaps up ? 

2. Secondly, in what ſenſe « God thegiver to him, with pain and 

travel, ſo todo? | 

3- And, thirdly, how, and in what ſenſe, what he ſo heaps up, 

given to him that is good before God ? 

To the firſt. T he peculiar treaſures of the choicer ſort of Kjngs of 
the earth, myſtical Silver and Gold ( v. 8; and, Jam, 5. 2, 3.) the 
L aodicean treaſures f ſuch firſt-covenant Kzzgs ( Rev. 3. 17. 1 Cor. 

y Feruſalem-ſpirit, asare totally deſtitute of the 
heavenly. Men reckon their matters ſafe, as to eternallife and peace 
with God, in a ſpirit ofdirett enmity to him 

To theſecond. Asa preſent puniſhment for ſo doing, God gives 
thera pain andtravel in heaping up ſuch riches. How ? By ſpiritual light, 
he convincingly ſhews them the vanity ofall that lite aad ——_— 
and requires all in ſacrifice ( by a holy death) to him. This be- 
ſides the far greater puniſhment that follows, under the wrath to 
came ) gaves preſent pain, amidſt all their ſelf-deluding fſatisfaQtions 
inthis upper ſort.of the on of the Sons of men, The diſtin ſupert 
our excellency of ſpiritual life and things of God, in the ſecond or 
new-covenant, beyond Man's,in the firſt or old ( as farr as the beavers 


are &bove the earth ) convincingly ſet before them, in mercy, when 


wilfully finned againſt,torment”'s them. For,ſuch conviction 
a ſelf-condemaning witnes againſt them, as fixed dwellers oz the ſaid 


myſtical Earth, or their earthly to, whea offered Heaven,or God's 


ſpiritu- 


{piritual, heavenly life, by a new-creation. Chriſt ſends his ſpiritual 
convictions into them, 4s faithful ſpies, that give a good report of his 
true land of promiſe, or ſtate of life. Theſe, ſinned againſt, and not 
hearkned to, vex and torment them, taking from them ſuch full un- 
diſturbed delights and uninterrupted pleaſure, as they deſire to find 
in their earthly life, will, and way. Gods ſpiritual conviction-light 
( given in mercy) finally rebelled againſt, is, in wrath, kept upin 
their conſciences, as a never dying Worm, that will torment them, to all 
eternity, witneſſing againſt themſelves,as unpardonably guilty ; and 
for God, as moſt juit, 2 his unquenchable wrath upon them ; Mar. 9.44. 
Now, this gnawing Worm,that will be this ſinner's everlaſting tor- 
mentor in the world to come, is a ſore allay to his falſe joy, 1n this. 
Spiritual conviction 1s as a particular day of Gods Judgment 1n and up- 
on man, before the general comes. The acculing voice thereof in him, 
holds him tor, and forces him to ſee, that all the #reaſure he's heaping 
up, for the laſt day's ( Jam. 5. 3. ) # indeed, noother nor better 

en a treaſuring up wrath for himſelf, againſt the day of wrath ; Ro. 
2. 5. This isa ſowring ingredient, in the midſt of all the fweet and 
contentment, this unpardonably guilty ſinner deſires to find in his 
own ſelfe-choſen way, and ſelf.chuſing will. He may know and 
conclude, nothing remaines to him of benefit, from Chriſfs ſacrifice and 
interceſſion ; and ſo, nothing at all, from God, bu fiery rndignation, 
Heb.10.26,27. So,of the firſt part ofhis puniſhment,even at preſent, 
in this world. The ſecond, we ſhall find, in conſidering the third 
particular. 

To the 34, then. By Gods over-ruling hand, he ſhall be made to 
give all his c_ up treaſures, to him that is good before God, whom he 
unchangably hates. And, this will be a tormenting conſideration, 
and ſore vexation of his ſpirit hicheaped up vanities wil prove unto him; 
which is the concluding word of this Chapter. All, the ſinner (in the 
latter part of this verſe ) /abours for, and gathers, he muſt give, or 
ſhalbe given,whether he will or no, to the good man or ſpiritual ſaint, 
in the former part. In the parable of the talents ( Mat. 25. 14-30) 
we find, that the evil ſervant, who kept his own ſingle earthly talent, or 
earthly firſt-covenant life, refuſing to exchange it, for Chriſ®s heavenly, 
is calked Wicked and Slothful Servant, and his T atent taken from him, 
end given to him that had ten, ashaving made the required Exchang, 


by 


1 
by death,to his advantage and Ds gain, Allthe fading goodneſs, 
and Comforts, in the firlt Creation-Life and State ( kept up, and 
held faſt, by Evil Angels and Men, in Rebellion againſt God ) ſhall 
be finally taken from them ; and given to, or Poſlefſed by Spiritual 
Saints and Angels, as Comprehended in ( and unſpeakably our- 
done by ) the New-Creation Lifeand State, where hey receive their 
own ( and all others own) again, with Uſury; ver. 27, Thus 
Chriſt Interprets his own Parable. From him that hath not the dura- 
ble Riches, 1n New-creation Life, ſhall be tacen away all his Fading, 
in the Firſt ; andgiven to him that hath true Riches in the ſecond,with 
abundant Increaſe, for ever ; ver. 29. This is of like Significancy 
with that other faithfull ſaying, and ſure word of Prophecy ; whoever 
will ſpare or ſave his qo gt ap" Life, from the death-work of 
the Croſs, ſhall loſe it, under the ſame Crols, in final wrath ; and, 
whoſoever will hate and loſe his natural and earthly, for the ſake of and 
love to Chriſts ſpiritual and heavenly ( the only right uſe of his ſingle 
firſt-creation Life and T alext )) ſhall find it with Uſary, in Chritt's 
heavenly ; Mat, 16, 25. Never was any thing in the former, could 
makeup any degree of true hapines to Man or Angel. God convin- 
cingly ſhews and gracioully offer's his life to men ; waits with much 
pattence and long-ſuffering for their accepting it, on his termes, the 
death of their own nature, at beſt, or in what ever variety of condi- 
tion, in Publicarn and Harlot, or Scribe and Phariſee. He knocks at the 
Doreof their hearts, warr's, counſells, inſtruits, reproves them, in- 
vites, entreats, beſeeches them by his Ambaſſadours of grace. He calls 
Out to them, t6 hear his voice and not harden their hearts againſt him, while 
the day of his gracious call and offers to them, /a/ff*s. At length , 
on their willtul Provoking him: beyond pardon, the great ' Maſter 
of the New-Creation Hou, or Building, y wr the door, and is gone 
( Luk. 13. 25.) Swearing inhis W rath, they ſhall never entey into his 
Reſt; Heb. 3. 13. Then, they .may ſeek and knock, while 
they will, they l never find him ( Pcov. 1. 28 ) nor any place for Re. 
pentance, or change of their Rebellious Mind, and deſperate conditi- 
on, for ever ( Heb. 6. 4-6.) Eſau's Caſe ; Heb. 12. 17. An obedient 
Exchange, by Death, of Fading Firlt-Creation Life, for the Ever- 
laſting Second, is unſpeakable gain to Man. The Rebellious keep- 
10g 1t up, in Enmity to the Croſs, = Second, or to the Spirit of God, 
2 | and 
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and its Crucifying,Death-work upon it ( in order to ſet up its own 
Life in the Room ) is unſpeakable loſs, toall that ſo do. This, Pau! 
fold the Self-Confident Profeſſours at Philippi, of, (in the fruitful 
Flouriſh of a Firſt-Covenant Righteous Life)evex weeping,Phil. 3.18.) 
and reproov'd the Corinthians fo, in like caſe ( x Coy. 4.8. 10.) as 
Chrift himſelf ( when Aſcended and Glorified)) the Laodiceans ; Rev.3. 
17, 18. By the very ſame hand,Croſs,or Goſpel-Spirit of Chriſt, will 
that Periſhing Law-Lifte, with all the Fruitfulneſs, heap*d up Rich 
es and meats thereof, be taken from them, in Final Wrath, whether 
they willor no. 


CHAP. III. Vetrl. I. 


Toevery thing there is a Seaſon, and a-time to every Purpoſe unter 
the Heaven. 


Ext to no difference from our Tranſlation of this and the Seven 
: NV following Verſes, in the Original Hebrew, three Eaſtern Ver- 
ſions, Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabick, or the Septuagints Greek Tran- 
flation. 

In this Scripture, to Verſe 8th, Incluſive, have we the Chara&t- 
er of Man, in his whole Perſonal Conſtitution, and Make; by the 
Firſt-Creation ; or in whatever Flouriſh of the reſtor'd Wittom: 
and Exerciſe of a Firſt-Covenant Righteous Life, therein: In Bo- 

, Soul, and Spirit, no Lite but Mortal, by Creation, And; the 
ame kind of Life, reſtored in him, ſince, is much ſhortof the per- 
feQtion it was in, at Firſt, Something of Filzhof Fleſh hangs about 
it, ſtill; and Filth of Spirit, that's worſe, is inſeperable from it, 
fince the fall, Lite and all, therefore, miſt go, by a Holy Obedi- 
ent death, in Sacrifice to God. . If finally ſpared, and Rebelliouſly 
kept, it willbean Unholy life, in unchangeable Emmity to God, dp- 
ing deſpite to his Divine, and alſo, to. his New=Creatare, Goſpel 
Spirit of Grace and Truth, MES % | 

In the Various Litteral Expreffions, here, Relating: to the Body, - 
have we the Shadow of a great Myſtical Truth, relatingts tle Sprz 

rit, living ſoul, or inner Man of Man, the life whereof alſs; being | 
Ex Mortal. j 
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Mortal, is ſubje&t to ( and therefore tigured out by ) the like chari- 
ges,. aSare Incident to Bodily Life, in the Birth, Flouriſh, Decay, 
Death, and ReſurreCtion thereof. Firſt then, to the Figurative Sha- 
dow, knowable to all ;. and after, to the Myſtical Truth, knowa- 
ble to few ; to-none, aright, fave ſuch, as are of the ſame Spirit, 
Solomon was, when he Writ theſe Words: 

I. There's a ſet time toall Viſible- things, under the Litteral Heas 
venand Sx; as the Anſwer and Accompliſhment of God's moſt wiſe 
defign and purpoſe, concerning them. T here's a time alotted for 
their Appearance and Manifeſtation ; and then, for their Diſa ppear: 
ing and Yariſhing, again. Both theſe general Diſpenfations'of God, 
tothem; do Miniſter Important Inſtruttion to Man: The Poſitive 
Aſſertion of this Truth, in general (v. 2.) does-Solomomprove; by 
particularizing the Various things, Circumftancesand Occurrents, 
relating to Man's Bodily part and Life (in referenceto which, the 
whole Viſible Creation, 1n the greater World,- without Man, wag 
{et up, before hand, as requiſite for hisentertainment z- Gez. x. atid 
Ch;2.7.) and then;to the declinings and Death thereof,under the Va 
rions Diſpenfationsof God, - to this lower work of his own hand; in 
Man; And, hereby is na om like Various pay ny 
God ( and thence, a like Vartety of Condition, Incident ): to 
the: Spirit or inner Natural Man, as to its but Mortal Firſt-Cove-- 
nant-Life,. put into arid ſet up in it, by Creation. Man thereiny at 
beſt; was but a:Myſtical Tree of good and Evil, a changabke thing, 
# Fading Flower, Since the Fall; this Fleſhy Tree, 1s* (4n a man- 
ner )* only, alway's Evil .- Man's fallen nature, herein, is aGarfed- 
Myſtical Earrh, briviging forth T horns and T hifttes, in” Filth of. Fleſb 
o#:Spirir ; Gen. 3: 17, 18: His Immortal Spirit, in its Unſtain'd 
Mortal Firſt-Covenant Life'and State, before the Fall, with all;done, 
or poſlible to be done, in the' Altivity thereof (all Riches|: Fruits, - 

Righteous Works, Producible, or Performable therein) a mas Va- 
»ity, of but Vaniſhing Shadows of durable ſabftantial things," the 
Evetlaſting Righteous New-Creattire Life, Wiſdom; Righte- 
onſneſs, things of God. Man (with all' his natural, Firſt-Created' 
Life and things) is, in another Senſe, under Heaver;' or below the 
Spiritual, Heavenly Life of Chriſt, the New-Creation Saf Ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs; 4d things of ' God, - Nor Man nor Angel, in 
H -3- | 


J Innocency, , 
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Innocency, had any thing of that Lite about them, or Fruits there- 
of. And, in that Life only, can any bring forth Erutt, unto God, They 
that ſay, Adam ſhould have held faſt that Righteous Lite he was 
Poſſeſs'd of, by Creation ; kept where he was (as Job, once, through 
a great miſtake, ſaid, he would ho! faſt his Reitored Righteouſneſs, of 
that ſort) they that ſay this, war elle muſt they ſay ? This. That 
Man, Reſtor'd by the ſecond Adam, to lomething of the loſt Life of 
the Firſt, muſt hold it faſt, Eſtabliſh himſelf there, never part with 
or let it go, again ; and Heaven 1s his own ; this 1s true Salvation, 
and Eternal Life. In their Lying Spirit of Divination, do ſuch Teach- 
ers warrant their Deluded Hearers, ſafe and truly Blefſed, here ; 
cauſing them to hope, they will confirm their Word ; Ezek. 13.6. They 
follow ( Heb. walk after ) their own Spirit of vanity, ſee nothing of 
God's ; they are vanity, and ſee nothing but vanity, the things of man, 
which they preſumptuoully call the rhings of God;and ſo,teach Rebelli- 
0 againſt the Lord, They eſtabliſh themſelves and others in a life 
and Righteouſneſs, that's but Vanity, a Fading Flower, for Salvation. 
And, Icrefragably Confident they grow, herein. All the World 
wonder and run after them, Rev.1 3.3. 1 70.4.5. Mean while,zo May, in 
the but Reſtor'd Worldly Spirit of Nature, the Life, Wiſdom and 
Righteouſneſs of man, receives Chriſt Goſpel-Teſtimony, given by his 
Spirit of Truth, in himſelf or followers; Jo. 3. 32. That, which (in- 
deed) is the very Unpardonable Sinn:mg after the Similitude of A- 
dam's T ranſgreſſion, & Men Preach up,as their undiſpenſable Duty, 
for Salvation. The holding faſt, and keep'ng up what they received 
by the Firſt-Creation(againit the everlaſtingCreature-Life, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs and things of Goa, cleerly ſhew*d and offered them, by 
a lecond ) was the very Unpardonable Sin, that gave the Irrecove- 
rable fall,to the Devil and his Angels. Their fall, evil Change, and 
Puniſhment, lies in this. They retain all the Natural Life, Glory, 
and Excellencies of their Firſ{t-Created State, as by their wilful Fol- 
ly and God's Wegener Jeon, turn'd into (anduſed in) un- 
changable Enmity to God. | T hey kept not their firſt Eftate, but left their 


own Habitation ; Jude 6. What was that ? A State of Unſtain'd Na- 
tural Purity, and of changable Obedience (in their Wavering 
Natural Principle ) to Spiritual Light, by which, cleerly ſhew'd 
and offered an Unchangably Righteous Creature-Life, by a New- 

| | Crea- 
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Creation, on the Obedient-Surrender and loſs of their Changable: 
The Lord was pleas'd ro deal more favourably with Man ( as of lefs 
Natural Capacity, and ſo, under lower Spiritual Conviction then 
Angels; and then alſo, as Over-reach'd and Overſet by the Superi- 
our Subtilty and Power of the Evil Angel) taking from him the 
Fading Righteous Life, Wiſdom, Excellencies,and Corruptible Per- 
feftions of his Inferiour, Humane Nature ; not leaving him them, 
to Fight with againſt himſelf, as he did, tothe Evil Angels. But; 
when this Life ( with the things thereof) 1s gradually Reſtor'd by 
the Redeemer, in Men, Satan 1s preſently at the ſame point, with 
them, as with Eve ( 2 Cor. 11. 3.) that they ſhall not die, at ail; they 
have Eternal Life. Though it waz not ſo, in the firſt Adam; yer, 
when Reſtor*d by the Second, and Men Confirm'd or Eſtabliſh*d 
therein, by him, it is. Indeed, this Fixing, Eſtabliſhing Doftrine to 
(and work upon) them, is Satan's, not Chriſt's, For, it fixes them in 
unchangableenmity toChriſt*s Goſpel-ſpirit,andall his Goſpel-things 
or truths. Adam's attempt and deſign, for keeping up the Righteous 
Life he was Created in ( and thence, Refuſing to Surrender, and 
part with it, for what was Preſented to him 2x the T ree of Life) 
was his very Sin. The Loſing, or falling from the Righteous life he 
had, was his puniſhment. God took from him, What he had, his fading 
righteous Law-Life, for Preferring it to his Everlaſting, New-Cove- 
nant Goſpel-life. 7 he day, he ate of the tree of good and evil( or pleas'd 
himſelf with his own —_— righteous lite, and theFrnits,Meats, 
or Delights thereof, in preference to God's more excellent Creature- 
life and never-periſhing meats thereof ) he died ( as threatned, Gezp, 
2.17.)that is,loſt that fading righteous Life;and ſo,with all his Poſte- 
rity , became dead in treſpaſses and ſins. Now, if Eſtabliſhing our 
ſetvs in the reſtor'd Righteous Law-Life of our Nature ( Called our 
own ) be Aſſerted our duty,and ſecurity for ſalvation ; then,a ſinning 
- the ſimilitude of Adam's Tranſs reſin ( which done, thus, the 
econd time, after all Experience + oy and Warnings from God, 
to the contrary, isas Unpardonable as the Devils firſt fin ) muſt be 
the very way of Salvation. What-elſe, or leſs? And then,as to the 
ſecond Adam; Let his original Creature-nature or Spirit ( Set up by 
himſelf, in Perſonal Union with his divine, From Everlaſting, Prov. 
8. 23. ) bedenied ; and the very Creation ( in effect, or rather in 63 
cauſe 
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cauſe of it) is denicd. For, this _ Creature (or all comprehenſive 
Creature-nature, #der the Godof Iſracl{ Ezek.30.20. )and in per- 
ſonal Union with him, comprehending in it, as # Poliſhed ſpaft in 
God's Quiver, the very man Chriſt, that in the Fulneſs of time, was made 
fleſh) was the very immediate hand by which God Made the Worlds. 
By this Creature-Wiſdom and word of God which is called God alſo, were 
all thingsmade,Jo.1.1-3.and ſo,by the very man Chriſt,as comprehended 
therein, were made, both worlds, natural and ſpiritual, in a rſt and ſe- 
cond Creation-workmanſhip of his, _—_ upon them ; Heb.1.2. 
Col.x.13-16. The ſame'WORD, alſo, by which all Angels and men 
were made, was the provided means, Mouth, or Prophet of God, 
to ſpeak forth the whole Counſel of his Divine Mind, to them,when 
made ; and to Mediate between them and Infinite Divinity, which, 
without this Interpoſing Creature-Vail would have been 4 Conſuming 
fire to themall. This Word is allo the Executer ( as well as Decla- 
rerto them) of the whole Mind and Will of God, from firſt to 
laſt, on all Angels and Men, as Obediently Submitting to the Me- 
thods and Terms of his New-Creating Workmanſhip, or Tncorri- 
gibly Rebelling againſt it. He is tbe flying Roll of Woes, to the one ;; 
the Book of Life and Mercy-Seat, to the other ; in which are Treaſured 
and Sealed up all the diſtin&t Meaſures and Portions of H/rath for the 
one, amongſt the diftin@ Portions and Meaſures of Grace aud Love, 
for the other ; Dew. 32. 34, 35. This Living Book ( in which, all, 
they do towards God ; and all, God will do towards and with them, 
are exattly Recorded and Regiſtred ; the Living Stone, that hears and 
kzow's all, on all hands, God's Words to them, and theirs to him (Fof. 
24. 26, 27.) by may of Covenant ) will be the Tnfallible Witneſs for, 
or againſt them, andIrrefiſtible Executor of the Mind and Will of 
Gol: towards and upon them all, in Everlaſting Love or Wrath. See 
then the caſe of thoſe that deny any Creature-Nature or Spirit in the 
Mediatour, of elder date, then his being made Heſb. And then, 
when in that Fleſhy State, Crucified, they that narrow and con- 
fine his Crucifixion only to the Violent Death of his Body, and 
Exclude {or take no notice of ) the Death he put his natural Spirit, 
£0, as to the Spotleſs but Changable earthy, Law-Life thereof, by 
dindling uponjt ( and Offeripg it up in ) the Myſtical Five of his Eter- 
#3] New-Creaturg $p#zt ( Luk. 12. 49. Heb. g. 14. ) What Confor- 
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Afficmativ rt Tn 
as we (Fo. 18. 3637. the former = ati 


mity go his Death, w will hey Proc ith rin , he Cru- 
Jr pp himſelf, 'be —— t $ = e Crucifi- 
us, will be denied. And what then ? Why then, the Sub- 
yofmn ths Vile AﬀeCtions of the ty of Nature, muſt be 
Reckon'd Conformity to Chriſts. Death reas he had no ſuch things 
in him, toCrucifie. And then, Conf, co him,in the but gra: 
dually reſtored Righteous Firſt-Covenant Life of che Law, Hoh 
Fleſb (call it what elſe we will } which he Crucified in himſc 
at beſt ; muſt be reckon'd a State of true Salvation, the SAINTS 
EVERLASTING REST. And m_ the _ of (in 
part J. reſtor'd nature, andthe Co Tr pore Wary- 
ris againſt Spirit, arid Spirit againſt F 17. ) when in» 
Fu... $ but Fleſh. Paul, when Ea nee in Ho Fleſh, was 2 
fierce Fighter Chriſt s Goſpel-Spirit. ' Here's your Divinity 
and Ant-Goſpel Teaching, in perteft ContradiQion to the tecla- 
red Methods and Wordsof God's Wiſdom, for -Salyation, in eve- 
xy point. - [Some care is- taken to Preach down and Subdue the 
Brutiſh Zufs- of Litteral Sodom, in the e y7". Spirit of prog, - 
but, Myſtical Sodomy, more criminal then Litteral, ——— 
for Salvation ; to wit, ſuch eſtabliſhment in Righ 
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pliedin the Word, Truth. Chriſt Witneſſed or Declared in his 


Lofallible Spirit of Truth, that there's nothing of truth or ſubſtance, 

in God's ſight ; nothing unchangably good, no Eternal good things 

or Truths, but in the New-Creation State, and World ; in, and 

over which he owned himſelf a King. They that will finally and 

concluſively be Reigning as Kjngs, inthe but worldly reſtored Firſt- 

Frans, | Holy (as x Cor. 4.8. ) will be found Pſeu- 

do-Fift-Monarchiſts, in dire£t Hoſtility to the true Reign of Chriſt 

and all true Spiritual Saints, in his Holy Goſpel-Spirit; and fo, in 

a Flat contradiion to every tittle of his Golpel-Teftimon . ChrifPs 

witneſſed good Confeſſion to Pilate, my Kjngdom is not of this World, 

gives the daſh, Solomon Proclaim's, on all Firſt-Creation-Life of 
Manor Angel, with all the things and fruits thereof, as Vanities or 

but periſhing Shadows of God's durable New-Creation ſubſtances, 

things, and truths, the Everlaſting Life, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs 

of God, in his Spirit of Grace and Trath ; with the Bleſſed Fruits there- 
of in Men, True Love, Joy, Peace, (8&c.) to, from, and with God; 

and all right Fruits brought Grth b them, therein, unto God, All 

theſe are Everlaſting, Incorruptible things, zhe Spiritual Tree, Root 
and Branch, Fruits, Leaves and all ; Pfal, 1. 3. In this Spirit of Truth, 
have Men durable Riches, Life, Food, and Cloathing. In' this Spirit 
of the Son, only, can they rightly Worſbip the Infinite Divine Spirit, 
or Father. He muſt be Worſhip'd in Spirit and in Truth; in a Spirit of 
Everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Truth. All Worſhippers, in any o- 
ther Spirit, Worſhip they know not what ( Jo. 4. 22-24.) may be,the 
Devil, as God. For, he candeceive all Men,. ſhort of the Spirit of 
Grace and Truth, toWorſhip him, as ſo ; above, and againſt God him- 

ſelf, 2 Thel. 2. 4. | 


Verſ. 2. A time to be Born, andatimeto Die : A tin to Plant,and 
ative to pluck up that which is Planted. | | 


Verlſ. 3. 4 time to K;b, and a tine to Fleal ; a time to break down, 
and s time to Build up. 


Verſ. 4. A time to Weep, and atimeto Laugh: A time to Mourn,. | 
and « tine io Dance. | Sd $3.0 Yoder | 
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T here's an appointed time, for every Man to be Born, ina Fleſhly Bo- 
dy, which is hus perſonal appearanceor Manifeſtation. The Body 
15 an W- ential Ingredient into the Js conmunet Conſtitution of every 
Man, which, under all Tem Viciſitudes, Alterations, and 
Changes, by Decay's, Death, and Reſurrettion, remain's for ever, 
thediſtinguiſhing part of Man, from other Created beings, in Hea- 
ven, and Hell. Angels are compleated in their perſonal Conſtitu- 
tion, without any ſuch thing as. Man's Earthly Body or Life. The 
Spirit of Man (before it enters theBody, orafter departedout of it) 
is not the Compleat Perſon of a Man. For, Man conliſts of Spirit, 
Soul, "and Body, as diſtint Eſſential ray ey of his being, which Paul 
diſtin&tly Pray's, may, in Saints, be "#070 the come- 
ming of our Lord Teſs s Chriſt; 1 Theſe, G. 23, Tha | iris Man 
Comprehends, in its make, a Dormant Souly, Animaliſh Lite. So, 
hasa Natural tendency of delire, to.a Union with its fitly Organi- 
zed Body, in order to bring its Latent Soul, or Souly Life, intoaQtu- 
al Exerciſe and Operation. At the death of the y, this Soul Cor or 
Souly Life ) c ceaſes, as to exerciſe ;; lies dormant, again,  in;the 
rit, as before it's entrance thereinto,  So,till the Reſurreftion ofthe 
wholeMan, the Spirits even of Jaft J Men made perfe# in Spiritual 
New ior Life, A and Converſe,as pure Intelle&ual Powers, 
Intuitively, after the manner of An ole. only. Now, as there's a 
time for we Birth of Man's Body ; o. from : frail materials, and 
conſtituting Ingredients of it, 1s = an gn time for its diſs 
ſolution ; and fo, for the Death of the Man Seperation of his 
eſſential parts. Thisis a truth , univerſally Ba vdlcy and known 

by all. And, the like Vicifſitudes and Seaſons are ted for 0- 
n er parts of this greater Viſible World, without Man, as well as 
leſſer World, the Sum and Abri of all, within him. 
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inevitably incident to his body. In the declining ſtate thereof, is he 
reduced to a kind of equality with Childhood, as debilitated in the 
exerciſe of his rational Powers, inand by bodily Organs orf#nſtru- 
ments, Brain, Animal ſpirits, &c. So, if he come to 70 or 80 years, his 
decayed ſtrength affords him little but laboxr and ſorrow (Plal.go.1 - 
as finding himſelf to have out-lived the brisk and vigorous exerciſe 
of that Reaſon, by which diſtinguiſhed from brute Beaſts, In this 


caſe, *tis man's duty, and wiſeſt courle, to fall in, and comply with 
God's twofold ditpenfation upon his fleſhly body , by willingly 


owning and ſubmutting to the decays thereof, in God's latter, de- 
moliſhing work upon it, for pulling it down,as well as to be found re- 
oycing and delighting in his former planting and building up of the ſame. 
Wis man's grofs folly, to ſtruggle and contend for an impoſſibllity,, 


le 
even the keeping up of that, which he ſees,by an inevitable Law of 


neceſſity, muſt be laid down. He is as ſure to die, as he was born; 
yea, ro-goſtrip'd and naked out of the World, as be came into it ; Job. 1. 
21. God hasdetermined the time,for both. Death comes as an arm-- 
ed max, on man's.Body, and on all that ſort of underſtanding,that”s 
- —_—_ by 6 _— no. —_— in this War. The = 
cay's of it, all along, from the turning, declining point, preach 
Underſtanding 


_ of it, and of that organical. , exerciſed in and 
it. 

"Coins we, now,, to the of all this. All the methods of 
God's wiſdom in his. dealings. with man's body (or bodily life 


the 
eutward'part of his natural man) are typical to the like methods. 
and diſpenfations to his immortaHpirit, conſidered ins the but mor- 
ral, firſt-covenant, natural ri us Life thereof, planted in it, by 
the firft creation. A birth, life, death, and' buriall are incident to 
this alſo, as God's appointments to it. Art the birth of the Body, 
the ow or inner natural man is dead, as-to the mortal firft-cove- 
nant - | Foray eden: edge arr OT i". Put, a _ 
birth of (or quickni into) th ife and: Image of 7 
Earthy, Dookie the y + ren was nay is offered mf for 
may beaQtually received and experienced by all, as.the.common or 
falvation, if they will. The far 
refuſe to part with thee lifeof their nature, for therighteous.. 
And many that receive the righteous, as the common /alvetion (Jude: 
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greater part of mankind, * 
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3.) from the general Seviour of all men ( r Tim.4. 10.) refuſe the fpe- 
cial ( or eternal Salvation }) receivable only by and in a 
Faith. - This cannot be received, without the obedient ſurrender 
and death of all, received twice from Chrift*s own hand, by his 
firſt-creation and general-r -workmanſhip. Such death, 
— to the declared met of God's wiſdom,muſt undifpen- 
be © vinhled to, and we become #5 fools, and little Chilarex ( as to 
= tear! van hb iſdom, life, and glory of our own Nature) as the. 


anna ay A our receiv , wy m_—_— age Fog in, 
we[s of God, in his Goſpel-ſpirit 0 race, and of the FHeavenl 

- 1h Hows , is Erernal. *h he former is but 4 = 
reftor,enl enliven'd naturals : This latter,a /rwe Rept in 
rituals, mera Birth of ſich a new Eife in us, ou 

quickn ible ſeed thereof, as i ws he 
woſrof ChrifPs ve ea ner oe eſe 70 bis death; Roos: 


is Life, in the Inno- 
eb ented to 
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6. 5- Nor Angel, nor Man, ions gr. 
eancy of boeh, by creation : but only , as 


their , in the Mediator. - As gave Mare 
that thats naturdl,and call'd his own,offering him that which is ſpiritual, 
God's own ;. So,. he firſt, #, reſtores i _- the firſt-covenant- 


or alſo Life, thats natural; and after 


= ror 
eminent in reſtored naturals ( R's 


to Chriſt inthe fleſh, or righteous Ws 
bode of hr after the fleſh Ab Fo Cor. 5. 16.)1n a righteous W- 
Life,for 


nm the ſpirit, in his ſpiritual,Goſf 
& fro of the former ; KN DE Thus, 


hm mer er wrt re inheHoly Ghoſt ; Rn 7, I-4. T hat 
mhichis born but. of Fi of Oki, the Fleſly Firſ-Covenant, 
Law:life, Des nov Eternal Life :. But that rhat”s Born 
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er upof Man, afreſh, out of the Shameful, Bloody, Polluted State of 
Nature, dead in T reſpaſſes and Sins, into the Fading Glory, Life, 
Wiſdom, and Righreouſneſs of Man, the Goodlineſs of Holy Fleſb, 
which yet is but as a Flower of the Field; Iſai. 40.6. This Reſtoring, 
Healing-work of Chriſt (as to the deadly Wound given toall Men,b 
the Fir Sin of the Firſt) p: -_ to _ by Fob _— old Build- 
ing, by his comlines or perfett Righteauſneſs of the Law, imputed to, or 
— them, he dba. againſt che abule of, by an oyer-value of it; 
over-confidence in it, and doating love to it, ſoas to prefer it be- 
fore his offered Spiritual Life and Everlaſting Righteoulneſs, inthe 
Image of the Heavenly,the riew xmas, For,#4is is Myſtical Adul- 
zery againſt him, as their true Spiritual Lord and Husband, warſe 
then Litteral. Yea, and Myrder alſo. (as a Murdering, Mind: of 
Enmity againſt him, there, is Interpreted ) for which, they are to 
be Judg'd, as the moſt Criminal Adwlterers and Murderers ; All this, 
we-ind ; Ezek. 16. 1-15.and v. 38. Man, as Dead in Sin, is figu- 
ratively Chara&red by the helpleſs condition his Body is Born in, as 
to any thing he can dofor himlelf; v. 3-6. Theſe Expreſſions Re- 

reſent the Dark, Black, Diſmal, Bloody Condition, and Deſo- 
ate State of his Spirit, that none but Chriſt can help. Let him look 
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tudes refuſe this 'common Salvation; love their Chainsand Bondage 
under the Brutiſh Lufts of their fallen, degenerate nature, fo as nce 
to accept of deliverance there-from. And, Multitudes of Firſt-Co- 
venant Believers and Profeſſors, that receive this Common Salvation, 
refuſe the Special, the Crowning benefit of Chriſt's Death, his Spi- 
ritual, New-Creation or New-Covenant Life, his «»/peatable Gift. 
Their Reſtor'd Spirit of Nature or the Law, is ftill « Spirit of Bozr- 
dage, under the Law, and Curſe (Gal. 3- 10.) another State of Death, 
by Filth of Spirit, or Enmity to God's Spirit, in whichalone they can 
be finally ſaved. Pas! found his Holy Hleſb or Reſtor'd Natural State; 
4 Body, a Law of Sin and Death ; as Phil. 3.6. and Ro.7. 24.8.2 ; compa 
red, do Evidence. Man's Rational Powers and Free-Will, at beft, are 
the Living, Holy — God requires, as their reaſonable Service, and 
true Goſpel- Free-Will Offering,unto him,by the death of all; Rom. r 2; 
x. Final refuſing to do this,rendersmen Conformable to this World,v.2; 
yea, to the Devil, the God of this World, who has ſet up his 
worldly life; wiſdom and glory, in unchangable enmity to God: Thus, 
fall firſt-covenant Saints, by refuſing the ſecond and crowning bene= 
fit of Chriſt's death, under greater Guilt and ſorer Condemmation, then 
if they never had received the Firſt. They refuſe toliſten to Chriſt's 
Heavenly, ſecond voice and call to them, out of the Fading Life and _ 
Earthly Freedom of the Sons of Men, into the Everlaſting Life and 
Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. Thus 'do Men fin away their 
Firft-Covenant Life, and ſecond Covenant Light, Ke 47" ' after the 
Similitude of Adams Tran/ereſion, by preferring ſuch Life and Or- 
naments, to the very-Ge New-Covenant, more excellent Life 
and way; 1 Cor. 12. 31. - And fo come they to « latterend, worſ* 
then: their beginning, either in —_———— as Born, dead i» 
- _— now Irrecoverably, Unpa bly, and Unchanga- 
c "This then is Solomons meaning, here ; God rapes time 
for the Birth and Death, the P and Plucking up, re may ou 
Paling down,the eating and W, or K;lling and Deſt r oyi : 
as to this mortal firſt-covenantJife of his own'nature.” The Birth 


of, the Planting and Building him up therein, is the ground and cauſe 
Bide gromm. The puling dons ud defeigalt 


this again, by his Goſpel.Croſ5 or * Ceial Sword, is the cauſe of his 
Weeping and Mourning. All this, have we, Ver. 2, 3, 4. 


Verſ, 5. A timeto caſt away Stones, and a tinge to gather Stones toge- 
ther : a time toembrace, and a tine torefrain from embracing. 


Chriſt has a ſet time for gathering together the ſtones of Man's ruin- 
ed, deſolated Building, in his own nature, and a time to pull down his 
—_ natural ſtate, and caſt away the ſtowes thereof, again, uot le 
one ſtone upon another 19 this fleſkl Church-bui Thus hv 
he the firit myſtical Temple-building of 6ur ſpotleſs nature in hims 
lf, figured in his Prophe of the. downfal 7 che litteral T lo 
at Feruſalem, in Anſwer to his Diſciples; Mer. 24. 1, 2. Chriſt 
4 time to embrace Men, as « fleſply Bridegroom, to them, and a time bs 

refrain from embracing, on his wat and departing from-thens, there, 
And he requires them to deſire, expe£t, or look after him no _ 
there, for «knowledg of him after the Flep, but wholly fix their 
and Heart upon him, with Paulyjn that Spiritual Life, into which ri h 
out of the Death of the fi former ;, and be Married to ”, there, as their 
EverlaBing, ritual Lord and Bride-groom; ' Ro. 7. 1-4. While 
Chriſt Pipes to Men,in Firit-Covenant Communications, as hedid by 
Gol Bri Miniſtery, they are to Dazce and Rejoxce. , When he 
with-draw's, and call's them into the death of 'that State, rhey are 
to Mourn; elſe are they Immori _ and Undutiful ; Mer. 1: 
17. Their Natural Hearts will be file with Sorrow, 4s the Diſc om! 
when, 4s « Fleſbly Bride-groom /—4.5—homk he departed from 
Mat. 9, Bd oa Jo. 6, 20-22- Obedicat Monrners, in this caſe; 
ere Bleſſed, and {ure to hear of Chriſt, as « better Comforter and a | 
A in his Spizitual Life, The Death of Man, as to a Morral, 
irſt-Covenaat Life, is as ſure as the Birthof it ; asthe caſe is, with 
the Birth and Death of the Body. Andindeed,the Hoeſe of fy ns 
ing, awd Death, is better to Man, inthe tendency of it, then the Birth 
and utmoſt Floyriſh of CE in him. For, though | 


afrer Rebuile in the Reſtor'd Rig reous Life Kava Naneryy Id and | 
orc hopes, thn ba in a. worls condition, -umd |_| 
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Sorrow, in everlaſting Joy ; Mat. 5.4. Luk. 6. 25. Jo. 16. 20. Chriſt 
came not to ſpeak Peace, but War ana Death, by his Spiritual Fire and 
Sword, to the earthly Life of Nature, at beſt, in himſelf and follow- 
ers; Luk. 12, 49-51. We muſt follow the Suffering-Steps of this 
oreat Captain of our Salvation, or never come where he 1s. True 
Saints, with Panl, Glory in the Croſs of Chriſt, Conformity to his death, 
aid in hearing about them the marks of the dying of the Lord Jeſus. SO 
the Spiritual Life of riſen Jeſus, comes to be, more and more, 'wan!- 
{eſtea in thiir Mortal fleſh , 2 Cor. 4:10, 11. 


Ver{. 6. A time to Get and a timezo Loſe: A time to Keep,and a time 
, tocaſt Amway. 


Atime to ſeel: after and recover the exerciſe of our nature, in the 
firſt-covenant righteous life thereof ; and to heap up Riches, by a 
fruitfulneſs therein. . And then comes 4 time to loſe, and caſt all away 
again, as dung and loſs, with Paul, for the more excellent fe Chriſt's 
unſpeakable gift ; Phil. 3. 6-9. And ſo, ts there a time to keep up the 
exerciſe of our nature, in the reſtor'd firft-covenant righteous Life 
thereof ( ſolong as Chriſt own's that to be his Diſpenſation to us, 
by continuing as a fleſhly Bride-groom with us)azd a time to part with 
and caſt it away again, for the ſecond ; in the ſame ſenſe, with what 
is meant, inthe former clauſe of this Verſe. 


Verſ. 7. A time to Rent, anda time to Sew A time to keep Silence 
and a time to Speak, 


That which has been Send, Head, and made up again, after 
theſore breach, by the firſt Sin ;- and fo, fitted (or fitting us) in 
its kind, to ſpeak to, and inſtruct the dark, ignorant, corrupt Spi- 
ritof nature, in others, as 4 Teacher and Guide of ſuch blind ones ; all 


this healed, ſpeaking State (in the Wiſdom of Man, made Wiſe is 


- Chriſt) muſt, inits ſeaſon, be rext, broken down, and torn in pieces, 
: again; ſuexc'd, and wholly laid alide, to make way for another, 
| better Dictatour, Ruler, and Guide, the Infallible Spirit of Truth. 

> The finalrefuſalto ſubmut tothis chang of Ruler and Guide, lodges 
| up firſt-covenant Saints in unchangable Enmity ro God and the ſpirit 

0 


the ſecond, under the guilt of the moſt Criminal Adwhery, T 
K 


eſt, 
and 


Wiſdom, isa Fool, as toall ſpiritual things, his greateſt concerns ; 
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and Sacriledg ; R0.2.17-22. God ſpeak”s once, and he ſpeaks twice, yet 
Man perceiveth it not ; Fob 33.14. Godcall's Man out of his Death iz 
Sin, into the righteous Life of a Man ( or of the firſt-covenant 
Law) again : Then, by the voice of his ſecond-Covenaat fpirit,in- 
to the death of the firſt, as his only pals into the Lite and Ryghteouſ- 
zeſs of God, 1n the ſecond. Under —_ of continuing in obedi- 
ence to his firſt voice, does man Rebell againſt his ſecond ; and is 
found ay Enemy to the Spiritual Croſs of Chriſt. He m_ the 
oldneſs of Letter, in his Living Soul, to Gods newneſs of Life, in his 
quickning Spirit. Man's Laughing, Dancing, Speaking time is over, 
in his own Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, when ſhew'd the unprofitable- 
neſs, as to true Bleſſedneſs, of all, done or ſaid by him,therein. The 
right underſtanding and obedient Submitting to Chriſts Various 
Voices, and obſerving the ſeveral ſeaſons of Speaking and Silence, 
is Mans ſafety; and he, therein, wel-pleaſing to God *Tis a high 
point of true Wiſdom, for Man zo be more ready to hear (the voice of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, in himſelf or Saints) ther to ſpeak, and fo, Of- | 
fer the Sacrifice of Fools, 1n his own ; Ec. 5. 1. Man, in his higheſt 
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the unreaſonable Man Paul deſir”d to be delivered from the Impertinent *! 
Trouble and Babbling Loquacity of,about Goſpel-things, that he has * 
no diſcerning, in. The reſtor'd Law-principle of Lite and ACtion ' 
in Man, is but 4 ceremony, tobe aboliſh*a, and becomes an antiquated | 
thing, withall the Fading Clory of it, when to be done away, to give 

room for a ſpiritual Principle of everlaſting Righteonſneſs, as a new 

Root and Spring of his Deſire, Thought, and Ation. This refu- 

ſed, all Duties perform'd in the Law-ſpirit, are thenceforth, but 

Sacrifices of Fools, that do evil, What, 1n its appointed Seaſon and 
day, was Obedience, in that Law-State, becomes then, dire&t Re- | 
bellion. As Man has Lived therein, to God; fo, the Seaſon come, # | 
he to die therein, to him ;, that both living and dying, he may be the Lords; © 
Rom.14. 8. Paſſive Obedience is the utmoſt, requir'd of Man, in ! 
his own nature,to make way for the true ſpiritual principle of aQtive | 
Obedience, to God's wel-pleafing. 


Verſ, 


Sv 


Verſ. VIII. A time to Love,and a time to Hate : a tim? of War,and « 
time of Peace, 


There's a time of Love and Peace ( \uchasit is) to be found ina 
firſt-covenant Union with Chriſt, and ſuch obedience as is perform- 
able, therein. But,at length, Chri/f ſoaks War and Death to this ſtate; 
comes to break down, demoliſh ana caſt away all the ftones of this old 
firſt-creation building. 

And thus have we een, in theſe eight Verſes, God's twofold dif. 
penſation to Man's Body, and fleſhly or natural Spirit, in all the fa- 
ding, firſt-creation Life and Glory thereof. The Birth and Death of 
the Body ; and ſo, of the natural Underſtanding, as exerciſed there 
in, and by ; all this is Typical to the like twofold diſpenſation of 
myſtical Life and Death to his Spirit, as to its firſt-covenant righ- 
teous ſtate, under the temporary wrath of God, executed by the 
Crolſs,on obedient Saints;or,eternal wrath of God,by the ſame Croſs, 
on incorrigible ſinners. And fo, are we brought by Solomon, to con- 

_ the Reſult from all this, which he declares, by way of Que- 
10N, 


Verſ. IX. What profit hath he that worketh, in that wherein he la- 
boureth ? 


A like Queſtion to that ( Chap. 1. 3.) already ſpoken to. Who is 
this Faprloy cue Man g kt GED peri ; Fife of his Body 
and Spirit ; both,inevitably falling under a twofold Diſpenſation of 
Birth and Death, from God. A viciffitude of building up,and break- 
ing down, are unavoidable to both. For, Man, in the utmoſt flou- 
riſhof both, is but « fading flower,altogether Vanity lighter then vanity, 
leſs than nothing, 1(a.40.7.17. Pſal. F9. 5. 4nd 62.9. The Life of both is 
mortal. So was that of Angels,in their innocency. So is this Queſtion 
of great weight. Mhat profit can May have of all his Labours,in a Lite 
that's Vanity ? All his beſt Labours therein, do but excreaſe his heap 
of Vanities. And, what is he the better ? Eccl. 6. 1x. Both lives, 1 
concluſion, vaniſh ; and all the works, fruits, riches ( litteral and 
myſtical) all the things thereof, things of man, come to nothing. 
Man then, ſtruggles under an impoſſibility, to keep up the ſaid lives, 
or things thereof, in rebellion againſt God's declared order and 
Command, for ſurrender ofall to him,in obedieat ſacrifice by _— 
K 2 


"t) 
[f herefuſe to give upall, as demanded in love, God will take a- 
way all, In final Wrath. *Tis utterly impoſſible to avoid one of 
thele two way's of loſing all. No remedy. All ſtriving againſt 
theſe unalterable Appointments of God, and fading nature of the 
things themlelvs, renders the inevitable parting with all (and all 
Death-blow's of a tendency there-towards) more Heavy, Painful, 
Bitter, and Uneaſy, to Man's fore diſadvantage, and at laſt, totall, 
amazing diſappointment. It. he has noother ground to ſtand on, 
when all that 15 gone, where is he * What was his duty, and beau- 
tiful in its ſeaſon (righteous pertormances 1n the a@tivity of firit- 
Covenant principles) when cali'd to Paſſive Obedience, by the 
death and loſs of all (in order to active Obedience in the new-co- 
venant Spirit and Principle of Everlaſting Righteouſneſs) i Rebet- 
lion, as the Sin of Witch-craft, and Idolatry; x Sam. 15.23. Tis a 
_—_— that Amaletite, Law-ſpirit of Bondage, alive, asRuler, that 
God requiresthe death of. Under ſuch Witch-craft, Paul found the 
Galatians; Gal. 3. 1. No ſaving natures head from the irreſiſtible 
Sword of the ſpirit of Grace. No ſcaping in this War, for Fighters 
againſt God. Should the whole Creation, Angels and Men, lend 
their helping hand, ſet their Shoulders to Bouliter up and Support 
uy one Man, in this caſe, he is gone. T hey are all leſs then nothing 
to him we have to deal with. AU proud helpers and helped, all final 
Reſiſters muſt ſboop and fall under his Victorious, Flaming, Two- 
edged Spiritual Sword. - Wherein any deal proudly ( preſumptuouſly 
keeping up the Life, it *larum's them in, and ſummon's them to ſur- 
render) it will be above them. All, that ſubmit not to it, in order 
to be made by it zew Veſſels of Honour and Fternal Life, it will make 
their old ones, Veſſels of Diſhonour and everlaſting Contempt, in Eter- 
ual Death. To oneof thele two final Periods, will the Verſatile, 
changable Spirit of Man, Intallibly come. The Obedient Saint, 
when he awakes out of the Marred Viſage, and Death of the Earthy, 
will be ſatisfied with the Image of the Heavenly ; Pl. 17.15. And, 
when Chriſt (hall awake or come torth in the Viſibility of the Heaven- 
ly, he will deſpiſe or deſtroy, all ſelf-exalters noay (rg with their 


Image of the _— ; P/. 73.20. Inthe Morning of Chriſt's day of | 

[ his Saints, 1n their Spiritual, ReſurreQionlife, | 
(after the long Night of this World, under the Powers of Dark-- * 
neſs ) | 
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neſs ) will they have Dominion over all their Enemies in the Earthy,and 
Conſume all their _—y Beauty or Comlineſs ; P/. 49, 14. Ani des 
profit then will they find of all their Labours, ina Law-dpirit of Bondage, 
Death, and Enmityto the Goſpel ? 


Verſ. X. I have ſeen the travel which God hath given to the Sons of 
Men, to be exerciſed in it; Heb. To afflict or humble them 
thereby. 


Here's Solomon's experience and Conviction of the unprofitable- 
neſs of all Man's Labour and Travel, for the gratifying and keeping 
up the Life of his Body, or Spirit, in the fading glory of a firſt-cove- 
nant ſtate. Godgives ( or permits) this Travelto Men (in anſwer 
to, and purſuit of their own vain Defire and Thought ) to humble or 
affliet them ; even by that very ſelt-cxalting Labour, and State, the 
chuſe, delight in, and pleaſe themſelves with. 7 hey muſt, with Job, 
Solomon, and others, ſit down at laſt, in duFt and aſhes, acknowledging 
the vanity of both the ſaid Lives, and of all, done by them, in the 
activity of both, Happy they only,thatare timely humbled, by the 
due conſideration hereot, ſo as to be willing to ceaſe from the ſame 
(quitting the folly of all their unprofitable Labours and falſe Confi- 


dences) to walk with Goa, in the more exceilent Life and Way. 


Verſ. XI. He hath made every thing beautiful in his time : alſo he 
hath ſet the World in their heart, ſo that no man can find ont the work : 
that God maketh, from the beginning to the end. 


Man, by Creation, was made beautiful in the glory of a firſt-co- 
venant Law-life, for God's appointed ſeaſon to him, there... So a- 
gain, when reſtor'd by Chriſt, while he continues a fleſhly Bride-groom 
to them there, as his preſent diſpenſation. . But,. when by the con- - 
vincing light of: his new-covenant, Goſpel-ſpirit, he diſcovers all 
this beauty to be but a fading Flower, a Glory to be done away, and that 
there's Exmityto God, under all ; then does Man's unlawful uſe of the 
Law, or Rebellious keeping up his Law, againſt Chriſt's Goſpel-Life, 
render that which was Beautiful, moſt Filthy, and Abomumable to 
God ; Spiritual Sodomy, worſe then Litteral. Man's hr 
umlſelZ: 
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himſelf in his Law-Life, againſt Chriſt's graciouſly ſhew'd and of- 
fered Goſpel-Life, provokes hm to _ and Swear, he ſhall never ex- 
ter his Rejt ; Heb. 3. 7-11. Thus, does Man bring his matters to a 
deſperate paſs, by wilfully refuſing ſo great Salvation as is offered ; 
and ſo, is excluded, for ever, from it; ſhall never be offer'd it, 
more. Chriſt and his true Saints and Seers, will meddle no more 
with him, in their Goſpel-miniſtry ; xor intercede for (but againſt) 
him; A&t.13.46.51. x J0.5.16. They ſhake the Duſt off their Feet, a- 
gamnſt him, and away. It Men ſay to Chrift”s Seers, ſee not, Prophecy 
at unto us right things; They'l'a done. Their Commiſſion is our. 
In Judgment on them, zhey ſhall be Dumb ; Ezek. 3. 25, 26. Iknow 
God has determin'd to deſt roy thee, ſaid the Prophet to Kjng Amaziah, 
becauſe thou haſt not heark*ned to my Counſel ; and lo, on his threatning, 
forbare ; 2 Chro. 25. 16. 


T. Alſo he hath ſet the World in their Heart, &c. 


When Men ſinfully fix (or ſet up for themſelves) in their world- 
ly nature, and Life of the Law, and ſo ſet up the World in their 
Hearts, as the only Object of their deſire and delight ; then does 
God Judicially harden and fix them there, or ſet the World in their 
Hearts, And then, is their higheſt Wildom, £ Black, Darkning 
Vail upon their Hearts, dilabling them for ever finding out the Work 
of God, from the beginning of it, 1n the firſt-creation, to the Bleſſed 
end of it, in the ſecond. Th: God of this World, fixing Mens hearts 
in the love of this World, that's Enmity to God, inZ; their minds, 
that the light of the Glorious _ may not ſhine into them, They ſee 
not to the end of that which is aboliſh'd (2 Cor. 3.13.) So, ſet up for 
Salvation, i» that Law-Life that*s to be aboliſh*d ; that Glory, thats to 
be done away ; v. 7. Fleſhly Iſrael ts were not able to behold the ſpiri- 
tual Gloryof Moſes ; his true face of Spiritual Saint-ſhip. He there. 
foreput aVail on it, that 1s, came forth inthe appearance of the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Man,or the Law,to them ; They thatſet up in the Light 
and Life of the Law, for Salvation, ſet up in the Vail. Such, ze- 
ver ſee (to their comfort) the true Face, inward Beauty and Spiri- 
tual Glory of Moſes or other Saints, nor the true inward Face,or ſpi- 
ritual meaning of any Scripture. All Spiritual things or truths, in 
Scripture ; 
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Scripture ; all ſpiritual Light, Lite, Wiſdom, Underſtanding ; all 
things of God, in his Saints, lie quite out of their fight ; as meer 
nothings, in zheir day, their Judgment. They no more kill or ken 
them, than a Beaſt the Rational Powers and th:/g5 of a Man; 1 Cor. 
2.11. So, theyabſolutely deny all Goſpel things and Truths; and 
politively aſſert there's no more excellent Creature-Life or things, 
Man is capable of, then what were ſet up in the firſt-creation-ſtate 
of Angel and Man. What work will ſuch make, at Goſpel ? ſpe- 
cially, if fixed here ; and lo, hardned in unchangable Enmity there- 
to ? Thus Chriſt found the Righteous Scribes, Phariſees, &c. ina 
Murdering Exmity to the truth, that is, the Goſpel-Spirit ; and fo, 
of their Father the Devil, who abode not inthat truth, or Obedience to 
the ſaid Goſpel-Light, in which Created, but quitted that his Habi- 
tation or firſt Eſtate ; Jo. 8. 44. Jude 6. They that Rebelliouſly ſet 
up this Shadowy World in their Hearts, can't receive the Spirit of 
truth, nor wed thereof ; Jo. 14. 17. 1 Cor. 2. 14. They provoke 
God to give them their defire, in Wrath ; zo ſet up the World in then; 
(or them in their worldly, Law-ſpirit of Enmity and Death) to chuſe 
their Deluſions (I{ai.66.4.) ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould 
believe Stan's Lie, and be damn'd ; becauſe they choſe rather to be- 
leeve that, than his Spirit of truth; 2 Thel. 2. 10-12, So, God, 
Chriſt, Themſelves, and the Devil, all concur and center in one 
point ( the ſetting the World in their heart, or fixing them in their 
own worldly ſpirit) but, upon very differing accounts. . Then is 
their caſe as deſperate as that of the Evil Angels ; Heb. 10. 26, 27. 
Though yet highly Efteemed of Men, as owners, yea, Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, are they moſt abominable to God, Myſtical Sodomit”s, the moſt 
Criminal Sinners in the whole World. By being ſet or fixed in their 
worldly Spirit, they become wholly Strangers and Enemies to the 
{pirit of the World to come, which will be upon them, at laſt, in 
Irreſiſtible Wrath. 


Verſ. XII. I know that there is no good inthem, but for a Man to re- 
Joyce, and to do good in his life. 


Solomon, at adearrate, had experienc'd, that there's no durable, 
unchangable good to be found in all firſt-creation Life, and moſt 
Righteous 
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Rightcous ACtions or things thereof. No true Joy or Happineſs, to 
belad, in this World, but by doing what is truly good in God's 
ſight, in the Life andSpirit of the next. True Godlineſs (or power 
of Godlineſs, exerciſcable only in the Goſpel-ſpirit of Chriſt)  pro- 
fitableto all thinzs, having the promiſes of this, and the Life tocome ( 1 
Tim. 4.8.) thatis, it comprehend's the promiſed Spiritual Life of 
Chrilt, and Comforts thereof, in this, and the World to come ; the 
daily encreaſing firſt Fruits of it, here ; and fulneſs, there. Yea 
alſo, the eaſes even of this life, or worldly things thereof, ſuch as 
Heathens ſeek, belong to true ſeekers of the Righteouſneſs of God, in 
hs Kingdom-\pirit. All theſe ſhallbe added to you, ſays Chriſt himſelf; 
fat. 6. 31-33. The only right reoycing in, and doing good ( in its 
kind) with ſuch things of this Lite, 1s, as receiv'd on the faid ac- 
.count, and manag'd inthe Kingdom-ſpirit of the World to come. 


Verſ. 13. Ard alſo, that every Man ſhould eat and drink, and enjoy 
the good of all his Labour, it is the gift of God. 


"Tis in the anſpeakable gift of God, only (the ſpirit of Chriſt) the 
inmoſt man of the Saint, in the Life hid with Chriſt in God, can feed 
upon the hidden Manna, the divine Glory, asvailed by that Spirit of 
Chriſt, and thereby alſo unvailed, or rendred viſiblein a ſutableneſs 
only t9 ſpirirual, not natural underſtanding, in Man or Angel. The 
never-periſhing Meats and Drinks,the Bread and Wixe of the 7 pr wa 
the divine and creature-glories of God, in the Mediator, are the 
things, true Saints, eat, drink, feed, and live upon ; enjoy, rejoyce 
and delight in ; even inthe peculiar delights of the Sons of God,divine, 
{piritual, heavenly, ſubſtantial _ things eternal, All this is the 
comfortable fruit of all their right labours in that Spirit, that*s the 
peculiar gift of God, diſtinct from the natural ſpirit, or ſtate of Life, 
_ all the Fruits brought forth by Man's utmoſt, and beſt labours, 
therein. 


Verſ. XIV. 1 know that whatſoever God aoth, it ſhall be for ever : 
Nothing can be put to it, noy any thing taken from it : And God 
doth it, that Men ſhould fear before him. 


\Vhatever 1s the immediate Divine Workmanſhip, ſhall be for 
£ ever ; 


Yr 
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ever ; that is, the new-creature Spirit, /et up by the Divine, from 
everlaſting (Prov. 8. 23.) in perſonal union with it, and alſo called 
God,that made the worlds, Jo. 1.1-3. Heb.1.2. Both Worlds, Natural 
and Spiritual,and all in both,were comprehended in it, and brought 
forth by it. This Fountain creature-Spirit in Chriſt ( and Stream- 
ings forth of the Living Waters thereof, into Saints) is ofan un- 
changable nature. The Gift thereof to Men, or heavenly call of them 
into The Life thereof, is without Repentance, Variableneſs, or chang. 
The natural firſt-covenant principle of life and action, ſet up in Man 
and Angel, by the firſt-Creation, is a Starting, Variable, Wavering 
thing ; P/. 78. 57. Man breaks that Covenant with God ; and then 
God, his Promiſe, therein,with him ; NVamb.14.34. Though Men be 
Children and Spouſes to Chriſt, therein, ( Jer. 3.14.) they break with 
him; and then, he departs ; Jer. 31, 32. In this ſenſe, God Repents, 
(Gen. 6.6.) that is, changes his diſpenſation towards Back-ſliding 
Man. If Man turn his changable Righteous Life, in the firſt, into 
unchangable Enmity to God, and his ſecond-Covenant Life, Chriſt 
will turn from a changable Husband and Savioar to them in the firſt, 
into an unchangable Exemy to them, in the ſecond ; 1/ai. 63.8, 10. 
If a Back-ſliding people return to him, he returns to them, and repents of 
the Evil, threat*ned them ; Exod. 32. 14. Jer. 26. 19. Jonah 3. 10. 
But, he overthrew Sodom, &c, And Repented not of the evil of Pu- 
niſhment, Threat*ned, becauſe they Repented not of the evil of Sin, 
by them Committed ; Jer. 20, 16. On Man's obedient chang of 
his fickle Life and freedom of the Sons of Men, for the unchangable 
Life and Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, all this Starting, Re- 


| penting doings, is paſt, on all hands. What God aves for, and- in 


Man, by his New-Creation-Workmanſhip, will continue for ever ; 
and they, in an everlaſting Covenant Union with him, E/abliſb'd 
inall things, and ſure, Theyl never depart from him, nor he from 
them, to do them good ; Jer. 32.40. No breach, incident to the new- 
covenant (Fer. 31. 33, 34.) becaule manag'din a Spirit, on God's 

art and Man's, too, that can never err, Sin, or miſcarry. Tis 
infallible Truth, and Ever-laſting Righteouſneſs, in Chriſt and his 
Saints, Whatever God (yea, or Man) doth in this Spirit, ſhall be 


for ever. All the Fruits, Labours, Works, produced or done there- 


in, are Incorruptible, Everlaſting ; will be for ever. As the new 
L Ro)t 
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Root and Tree, ſo are the Fruits and very leaves. The Incorrupti- 
ble Goſpel-Tree, will be known by its fruits, in diſtinction from 
the Mylitical Fleſhly, Law-Tree, and Corruptible Fruits thereof. 


T. Nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it. 


God's offring and ſetting up his new-creature Life,with theglory, 
Wiſdom,and Righteouſneſs thereof,in the room of Man's obediently 
ſurrendred old, 1s the main deſign and ſcope of all Scripture. This,de- 
nicd, where are Men, with all the words of their Fooliſh Wiſdom ? 
Sctting up Law-Life, for Salvation, and Calling it a Goſpel-State, is 
directly Satan's Goſpel-Work, his Myſtery of Iniquity, with its hidden 
Works of darkneſs,ander the Form of Godlineſsand Rig hteouſneſs of Man. 
All the Myſtical,Spiritual ſenſe of Scripture, is, by ſuch, excluded out 
of all their Teaching. Thoſe that thus take away or deny a ſpiritual 
Creature-Life in Chriſt, the Whole Living Book and Word of God 
(and fo, the CharaQter,Doctrin,and declaration thereof,in the Scri 
tures, or Written Oracles of God ) do take, not only ſome, but all the 
principal intended things, Engraven by God himſelf, in the former, 
or by his Holy Inſpired Pen-men, in the latter. And then, will 
God take from them any part of the truly good things, in either ; and 
Inflictt on them all the Plagu's, Written in both; Rev. 22. 1 8, I9. 
Sure, *cis no ſmall, retail-hereſy, that exclud'sall Gofpel Truth, and 
the whole Doftrine of Salvation. This, docs Man's Wiſdom, that*s 
Fooliſbneſs to God*s,and reckon's all the Word's of God's, and whole 
Goſpel-Do#rin of his Croſs upon nature, at beſt, Fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. 

1, 18-25, It ſbuts up the Kingdom of Heaven ; excludes all King- 
dom-Lite, and ſenſe of Scripture. But, though Goſpel-undertakers, 
herein, not only derogate from, and diminiſh ; but (what in them 
lies) utterly Deny, Deſpiſe, and Deſtroy all true Goſpel-Life and 
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Doctrin, in Chriſt, Scriptures, and Saints, *tis zot by all their or Sa- + 


tan's Artitices, Wiles, and Skill, that any = canbe taken from it, 


or added t0 it, All the Opprobrious Titles of Hereticks, Enthuſi- 
aſts, or Phanaticks, Blaſphemers, Mad-men, that they beſtow on 


Chriſt (Fo. 10. 20.) and true Saints (He. 9. 7.) belong intirely 
to themſelvs. This will be undeniably Evidenc'd, at Chriſt's ſe- 
cond appearing, and final Deciſion of all Controverſies between true 


Spiritual R/on-Saints and thele Hypocritical Sinners in Zion (Iſai. 
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66. 5. and 34. 8.) that inthe worded-dreſs of Spiritual Saint-ſhip 
and New-Covenant Principles, are but a Law-ſpirited Generat1- 
on, that only perſonate and would pals for the true Heirs, and fo 
labour to jusſle them out of their right, and take their Inheritance 
fromthem. Theſe are the Ravenous Wolves in the Spiritual Sheeps 
Clothing, that beſtow no other Titles on them, but Devil, and Mad 
( as Inquiſitors, on Lutherans) and fo Kill them, as zot fit to live 
upon the Earth ; A, 22. 22, The determining this Controverſy, will 
give an amazing Conlſternation and Diſappointment to Hypocrits- 
cal Sinners in Lion, and unſpeakable Foy to the (all along this World, 
under Satar's Reign, and in Man's day) oppreſſed Sion-Saizts ; 11.33. 
14. This will be, when Chrit ariſes, or comes forth, to Judg Ene- 
mies, and have Mercy upon Zion ; Pſal. 102. 13. In his new- 
Creature-Spirit and Life, God does whatſoever he will, and Enables 
Saints todo ſo, too; even whatſoever he wilPs; as univerfally O- 
bedient to him, in every thing. No Manor Angel, in ſingle, Firſt- 
Creation-Light or Underſtandin , can diſcern this Spirit of Life, or 
any of the things thereof; and therefore ,would make nothing, of 
them all. Proud Man and Angel, will needs have any thing they 
can't ſee, to be nothing. But, God hath ſo order*d his matters, as 
to the final Salvation of Man, that Mer ſhould fear before him, yield 
to his term's of ſaving them, and not Proudly and Preſumptuouſl 
exalt themſelvs againſt him, in that Life and Wiſdom, the Deat 
and utter abolition of which, according to the declared Methods 
of his Wiſdom, is abſolutely neceſſary totheir being ſaved. So on- 
ly, can any receive that Lite, in which, infallibly to know and de- 
dex the whole Counſel, and to do the whole Will of God, after his own 
Heart. Solomon having declared this Incorruptibly perfect New- 
Creature-Life ( that admits to Chang, Addition, or Diminution, 
for ever, when compleated ; being above all Death, Dangers, Ene- 
mies, or Fears ) proceed's to ſhew the Weakneſs, Infufficiency, and 
unprofitableneſs of all other Life or things, Firſt-Creation Vanities, 
compared therewith ; ſaying, 


Verſ. XV. That which hath been, is now ; and that which is tobe, hath 
already been ; and God requireth that which is paſt ; 


Somewhat like what is ſaid ; Ch. x. 9. That which hath bin (in 
2 former 
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former Generations ) # now; a gradually Reſtor'd Firſt-Covenant 
Righteous Life. Ard that which is to be ( ſetup again in full perfe- 
tion, at Chriſt's ſecond Comming, for the Reſtitution of all things ; 
AQt. 3.21.) hath already bin, in Primitive Innocency. Bur, ful 
ſtill, what is this that has been, at firſt ; and ſhall be, at laſt, in full 
PerfeCtion ; and in the gradual Renewals of ir, all along, between ? 
A Starting, Labile, Verſatile thing, a fading flower, altogether Va- 
aity; able, not ws to ſucha fall, as happen'd to Man, at firſt,in- 
to changable ; but alſo,into unchangable Exzmity to God, and Eternal 
Death to Man. This is « latter end worſe then the beginning, in Tnno- 
Ccency, Or, as Born dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; This Lite then, at 
beſt, 1s of no final profit, or everlaſting advantage to Man, how- 
ever conceitedly confident he be, that it is. True happineſs is to be 
found only, in New-Creation Life, the oze and only thing eee, 
ſtill wanting to man, till the Obedient Surrender of all his old things, 
or Gods new. 

T. And God requireth that which is paſt ; Heb. that which is driven 
away ; Chal. af S$yr. will ſeek out him that ſuffers Perſecution. | 
God will call all thoſe Men and Angels, to an account, who have | 
finally choſen a known changeable Life of Vanity, for their Reſt and | 
Habitation, in wilful Rebellion againſt all his manifold Warnings, 
and convincingly ſhewed and offered Spiritual Life of everlaſtin 
Righteouſneſs. They ought to have come trembling before him, _ 
lay down all their heap of Vanities, with their vain Hopes and falſe | 
Confidences therein, with themſelves, as Old Bottles, to be made new | 
ones, and filled with the Myſtical Wine of his Spirit, in which there | 
gan be no exceſs ; nor they, ever, too confident (or bold to appear be- 
fore him ) therein, Thoſe that, in ſtead of fearing and trembling 
before him, Exalt themſelves againſt him, muſt prepare ( as well as 
they can) #0 meet him, that can declare all their thoughts ( Amos 4. 

12,13.) and find out all their hidden works of Diſhoneſty and Rebelli- 
on. Yo, in his method and way of dealing with them, will here- 
quire an exaQt account of all done in their natural Body or State of Life. 
He will make a ftrift Inquiſition, as to all thet*s paſt, in that Firſt- | 
creation State of Vanity, in itſelf; 2nd Enmmity, tohimſelf. They! 
be call'd to give an account of every Idle word (Mat.1 2.36.) Thought, 
and Action,therein z as all Words, Thoughts, and Actions, in wa 
} 
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Life of Vanity, turn'd into Enmity, will be found. All Preachings 
up of that Life, for Eternal Salvation, will be found the Idle, Yarn, 
and Lying Words of Man's W. i/dom, in direCt contradiction to God's. 
To Pranch up a Fixurethere, 1s to Preach up a State of unchanga- 
ble Enmity to God, for Salvation. Let them palliate their DotFrin 
of Devils, with what good Words and fair Speeches, they will, *tis 
but their own Ri Hows 205 they warrant Salvation, in. 

This laſt Clauſe, in the Hebrew, Chalde, and Syriac reading ( God 
requireth that which is driven away ; and, will ſeek out him that ſuffers 
(or has ſuffer'd) Perſecution) may import, the Inquiſition, God 
will make, for the Innocent Blood of his Saints, ſhed by this con- 
founded World of Enemies and Rebells, from Cain, downwards. 
Then, will there be a {ad reckoning for all the frong Bulls of Baſh- 
an (Pf. 22. 12.) Rich, Flouriſhing, Firſt-Covenant Cattel, that 
have thruſt with Side, Shoulder, and Horns, all the Diſeafed, Lean, 
Impoveriſh'd little ones of Chriſt, when Cy comes to Tudg between the 
fat Cattel and the lean. He will ſearch out his Meek, Suffering Sheep, in 
his day, that have bin ſcatter'd in Man's day (as Weak, Fools, and 4s. 
cable, with Paul, and the off-ſconring of all things) by the Fat, Rich, 
Wiſe, Strong, and Honourable Firſt-Covenant Cattel ( x Cor. 4. $- 
13. ) who have made havock of them, 7» the cloudy and dark day of 
this World, under Satan. He will Strengthen and Eſtabliſh his Sick, 
broken-ſpirited, ſcatter'd Sheep, and deſtroy the fat and the ſtrong ; feed 
them with Fudgment ; but, his delivered Sheep, in a fat and good Pa- 
fture, upon the Myſtical high Mountains of his Spiritual Iſrael. So 
ſhall they be, no more, a Prey to their Enemies, for ever; All this, we 
find ; Ezek. 34. 11-24. This will Chriſt do for his Saints, when the 
ſet time to favour Zion, is com?. When the day of the Lord's Venge- 
ance, the Tear 0 Recompences or the Controverſy ow 15 come, wo 
to all wilfully blind Incorrigible Enemies, that have ( all along this 
World ) moleſted, Puſh" at, and ſcatt*red them. 


Verſ. XVI. And moreover, I ſaw under the Sun, the place of Tudz- 


ment, that Wickednefs was there ; and the place of Righteouſneſs, 
that Iniquity was there. 


The litteral Sun, all along this Book, does figuratively ſignify the 
utmolk 
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utmoſt light and perfection of Maz'”s 49, or judgment, in his own . 


Wiſdom, diſtinCt from God's day of Judgment, inthe infallible Light 
and Wiſdom of his yet ſevenfold brighter,myſtical new-creation Sur, 
his Goſpel-Spirit of Grace. Solomon's lecing (in the infallible light of 
the new-creation Sun,the true {pirit of Prophecy ) what he tells us of, 
here,may take us oft, from wondring at Iisoblervation. He ſaw wick- 
edneſs and iniquity in the higheſt evil angelical and humane T hroxes, 
Dominions, Principalities and Powers of this World. In the higheſt rc- 
ſpeCtive natural wiſdom of ſuch fallen Men and Angels, are they 
both found in a direct contrariety to the divine, and infallible crea- 
ture-wildom and judgment of Cod, conteſting with and fighting 
againſt both. Paz, in holy fleſh (an eminency of tir{t-covenant light 
and life ) wasat the ſame dangerous work, for a ſeaſon, ignorant- 
ly. He impriſon'd Goſpel-ſaints, for the lite and words of Goa”s Wiſdom; 


puniſhd them oft in every Synagogue, compelled them to blaſpheme, gave 


his woice to put them to death, and was exceedingly mad againſt them. 
But Chriſt, on a ſudden, converts this outragious Perſecutour into a 
ſignal Preacher of the very Goſpel, he perſecuted ; A. 26. 9-19. Gal. 
i. 23. One would think, ſucha patern ſhould convince the ſtout- 
eſt ſelf-confident, in the utmoſt flouriſh of a firſt-covenant law-life, 
though not convert his obſtinate will into obedience to the like Hea- 
venly viſion or diſcovery. But, in ſtead of convincing ( and appea- 
ſing ) the profeſſing Jews, with this true narrative of his Goſpel- 
converſion, in his ſpeech from the Caſtle-ſtairs, to them, at Jeruſalem, 
they grew more exceedingly mad againſt him, caſt off their clothes, 
and threw duſt into the Air, ; Oy away with ſuch a fellow from the earth; 
for, "tis not fit he ſhould Live ; At. 21. 4o. and, 22. 1-23. Thus 
fay all, of the like ſowre, legal-ſpirited, leavened temper, with the 
Phariſees, concerning all or any true Goſpel-Saints, and their teſti- 
mony. T is not fit they ſhould live, Who ? even thoſe, God reckon's not 
the World worthy of; Heb. 11. 38. See you the differing, contrary 
fog of God, and wiſe, righteous men ? Who will be judg, at 
aſt ? God himſelf. Theearth ( manin his earthly wiſdom ) demes ; 
but, the heavens will declare his righteouſ#eſs ; Pſal. 50. 6. The 
ſowrelegaliſt charaQter's Goſpel-Saints, as the worſt of malefattors 
( Chriſt himſelfwas ſo handled by them worſe then Papiſts or 
Mahumetans, the filth of the World, the off-ſcouring of all things, 1 Cor. 
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4. 13. But, think ye this will Ne LS be ſo ? If SataaiS reign, and 
Max's day or Judgment may take place, for ever z ic will. Bu, run 
and read the — ; Pſal. 50. 20-22, Iſ#.. 66. 5, Mat. 7. 
21-- 23. With abundance of other moſt harmonious ſcripture- 
teltmonies, in this point. Search the ſcriptures. Reſign up your 
ſelvs to the teachings of that fpirit, that diftated them. Be in 
earneſt, about your ſalvation. Let your principal enquiry be, af- 
ter the king dow-Hoiri and righteouſneſs of God. Ye never hind it, elſe, 
or enter it. 7 #71 from your own underſtanding. Conſult not ( or c r 
with) fleſh and blood,in your lelvs or others,what ye ſhall ao tobe ſaved. 
That principle will never own one right word, towards eternal life. 
T'is a flat enemy to every word of God's Wiſdom, about it. 
T hey that deſpiſe ( and wonder at ) ſuch words, will ( everlaſtingly ) pe=- 
riſh; As. 13. 41. Thoſe that gad abroad ( in a _ of vanity, en- 
mity, and death ) 72 chang their way, from form to form, in Religion ; 
zoſ]dand Tumbled up and down by every Wind of Satan's and Man's 
Dottrin, or other Goſpel ; who can helpthem ? That that dieth,ſay's. 
God, lct it die : and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off. Tec. 11. 
9. Litteral and Myſtical Sodom, do ſeem to carry all before them, 
in this moſt pyckow' Ger ron and Perillous Seaſon. A Goſpel-Te- 
ſtimony is (almoſt) univerſally rejefted. When Chriſt himſelf 
Preach'd, he met with Multitudes of Wilfull, Proud, Heady, Traite- 
rous, Contraditting, and Blaſpheming firſt-covenant Saints ; Wiſe, 
Righteous, Holy Men, in the form of goalineſs in the firſt, denying 
the Power of it, in the ſecond-Covenant Spirit, the Goſpel-Principle. 
This was, alway's, thecaſe : And, even fois it now; 2 Tim. 3. 1- 
5. Gal. 4. 29. Who but Profeſſours, in Holy Fleſh, urg'd Chriſt's: 
Crucifixion, when Pilateand his Heathen Party would have freed 
him? They'd rather, a Robber, a Murderer, any Malefattor ſhould: 
ſcape, then he, Wile, Righteous, Holy Men, and a Currupt, Dark, 
Profane, Grofly Idolatrous Party, are in a conteſting Scramble : 
But, both have had their ſeaſon, ro ſpeak Lies at one T able, qxcinſ 
the Saints of the moſt High. Are weat alols, for an inſtance ? The 
Vizard will flie of, Theguilty Shedders of Innocent Blood, will 
be unpalliated, at laſt, and forc'd to appear intheir more then E- 
thopian hiew, that yet lies hid, under the form of Godline/s. God 
exerciſes long-ſaffering towards them, and lets them rhink him ſuch a 
one 
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one 45 themfttus, till he. ſet their Sins in order before their Eyes; and 
{o, tear them in pieces, that none can deliver , Plal. 50. 20-22. His 
long-ſuffering towards Enemies, is with deſign to compleat and 
fulfill the Patience, or Sufferings of his Saints, by their hand, for 
their unſpeakable advantage, and their Enemies tinal Deſtruction. 
A Comfortable Conſideration ! True Saints ought to Comfort them- 
ſelvs and oze another, with ſuch right. Words, and Thoughts. In 
concluſion, Chriſt will appear to their Foy, and their Enemies ſhall be 
aſbam''d ( Iai. 66. 5.) Yea, lie down in Sorrow, and Everlaſting 
Contempt, 4s Veſſels of Diſhonour. Eternity will bea long day, to 
pay their full reckoning in. God, in the exerciſe of his infinite Ju- 
{tice and Mercy, will bring all to rights, give every one their due 
recompence, for Obedience to, or Rebellion ns im. 
New-covenant, Goſpel-Saints are more odious to the legal, firſt- 
covenant profeſſour, then 1s the common ſiazer of the Gentiles, in the 
corrupt ſpirit of nature. T hewiſdom of this world, in the moſt enlight- 
ned firſt-covenant Saint ( Wiſe ſtrong, aud Honourable in Chriſt, 
there ) # fooliſhnes to God's, ; and God's, in his new-covenant Saints, 
zo theirs.\Was not Paul a fool,weak and deſpicable,in Chriſt”s Goſpel:ſpirit, 
to but ſuch wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable ones, in —_ 1 Cor. 4.10. 


Fleſh and Spirit, or Man's ſpirit and God's, are direCtlycontrary to each | 


other, in all-their deſigns, deſires, and thoughts,about true Salvation: 


. The former, fixed in, is the carnal mind of enmity to God ( Rom. 8. 


G, 7. ) that will prove eternal death to man. The latter, becom- 
ming yo nora of life, defire, thought, and aQtion, in Man, #: 


eternal life to him, and in him. T he carnal mind of enmity, was not found | 


in Man or Angel,the day they were created; Ezek.28.15 Neither of them, 
as they came out of their Creator's hands, were found in enmity to 
God, or the life of his yr of Grace ( thoughthey had it not) till 
they both ſinn'd, and fe 

own mind, introduced thisenmity to God's. ND enmity, 1n 


{ 


| 


ll, The voluntary evil, rebellious uſe of their * 


man, is now inſeperable from his life. Unleſs therefore, life and all, ' 
at beſt, be parted with, he will become unchangable therein, as De- ' 
vilsare; and ſo, be found in a ſtate of eternal death. No wonder | 
then, if in the place of Judgment, and Righteouſneſs, or in the moſten- | 


ligh ned Righteous ſtate of the natural ſpirit, in fallen Man and |! 
Angel, be foynd { by the al-ſearching ſpirit of Chriſt,in himſelf and 
Saints) | 
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Saints) the deepeſt and moſt Criminal (Myſtical) Wickedneſs and 
niquity, hidden works of Darkneſs, rendring them »2oſt abominable to 
God, unchangable Enemies tothe Saints of the moſt high; and to 
ths moſt High himſelf, But, what ? Have Goſpel-Saints all truth, 
and Firſt-Covenant Saints, none? Canany believe this ? Yet,moſt 
true, Let but the Scripture-ſenſe of truth, be duly conſidered, as 
the CharaCter of the Goſpel Spirit and words thereof, in diſtinction 
from the Law-Spirit of this World (in all its variety) and words 
thereof, the Wonder at ( and unbelief of ) this, would ceaſe. Burt, 
does the wiſe, firſt-Covenant Holy Man, receive zothing of a Goſpel- 
Teſtimony ? Not one word. Yo z2an, in the Spirit of nature, cor- 
rupt or righteous, rightly receives ſuch Teſtimony, inany point. That 
Spirit is 4 Spirit of total darkneſs, and Univerſal Errour, an abſolute 
Heretick, as to all Goſpel-Life and truths. This ſeem's hard. What 
then? The jews were for Moles; who, but they ? Chriſt found, 
they took not the Myſtical truth of one word of Moſes ; So, told 
them, they were Infidels as to the principal intendment, and main 
ſcope of all his Writings. For, ſays he, had ye believed Moles, ye 
would have believed me : But if ye believe not his Writings, how ſhall ye 
believe my Words ? Jo. 5.46,47. The Scriptures are own'd as the 
Words of God, by all, under the name of Chriſtians, but how do 
they read, hear, or underſtand them ? In the litteral Shadow, on- 
ly, or Myſtical truth, alſo? As teaching and preferring the Righ- 
teowsneſs and Wiſdom of Man, to the dark, ignorant State, and Vile Af- 
fettions of the corrupt Spirit of nature, only ; or, as alſo, farther 
declaring the eietin Life, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs of God, in 
his Goſpel-Spirit of Grace and Truth? For this latter, nature, at 
beſt, is to ſuffer death, the right way ; Y3z, by the death of the 
guilty Sinner , and ſo, death of Sin, in Men ; whereas by thefall, 
ns dead in Sin ; Sin aliveinthem, and they dead ; now the 
alive, and Six dead; and that, for ever. This, by the þ Kor ypi 
of the Croſs, or Goſpel-Spirit, on the natural. Men (in their own 
confuſed Spirit of Darkneſs, as to all Goſpel-Truths) have much 
variety of houge and Opinion : But all, as one Man, are againſt 
every tittle of Goſpel-truth, words of God's Wiſdom, which the Hol 
Ghoſt teaches. Though they all read all the Words of God's wil. 
dom, in the Letter, they donot _ them in the ſenſe of Chriſt's 


Queſt ion: 
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Queſtion to the Lawyer ( or teaching Legal-Spirited Profeſſour ) how 
yeadeſt, that is, underſtandeſt thou, what*s Written in the Law ? Luk. 
10. 26. Letany comein the true ſpirit of Prophecy ; Kyjrg, Prin- 
ces, Prieſts, and People, 1n the once only Proteſſing Nation of the 
whole World, all againſt him; Jer. 1. 18, 19. So, when Chriſt 
Preach'd, Scribes, Phariſes, Sadduces, &c. with all their differen- 
ces of Judgment, all againſt all his right Goſpel-words, to a tittle. 
And, ſo is it zow; asmuch, ſhallI ſay, or more then ever? Why 
not the latter ; if thele be the /atter (and therefore worlt of ) 
times ! 

Solomon, having thus declared, goes on, to acquaint us with his 
thoughts in the Holy Gholt, What the moſt high will do with all 
theſe litterally righteous workers of Myſtical Iniquity ; how he 
will handle them, ar laſt ; as follow's, 


Verſ: XVII. I ſaid in mine Heart, God ſhall Judgs the Righteous 
and the Wicked : For, there is a time there, for every purpoſe, and 
{or every work. 


God will be even with all his Enemies, both ſorts of Satan's Sub- 
jects, the righteous and the Wicked, In righteouſneſs and truth will 
Chriſt Tudg and make War upon them both ;Rev.19.11. And, have they 
an arm, like God? What then will become of them ? The righte- 
ous ſort of Sinners, will be found moſt Heretical Enemies to Goſpel; 
and ſo, the moſt loathſome to God, of all ; the very Spiritual Sodom, E- 
gypt, ad Babylon. The fixed literal, in the corrupt Spirit of na- 
ture, will have bad enough on't, in Dooms-day-work, and what 
follow's. Neither of them can eſcape the Damnation of Hell, If 
Jude ment begin at the Firſt-covenant Houſe or People of God ( that, | 
by fixing there, in Enmity to the ſecond ( and ſo, not obeying 
the Goſpel) become zo People of God, but « Synagogue of Satan) | 
where (ball groſs Sinners appear, that are fixed in Exmity to all Righte- | 
ouſn:ſs, God's and Man's too, with Elymas the Sorcerer ? 1 Pet. 4. | 
17, 18. The Light or Law of nature,reſtor'd in every Man,Preach- | 
cs Damnation to themlelvs, as fixed ix the wile affect:ons of corrupt 
nature And, the al-ſearching Light of Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit 
\1/he La» of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus) Preaches abſolute 

| Damnation 


uy 
i . 
——p RR ney 


vo MM 


| [ 91 ] 
Damnation, to fixed PENS o—_ Men, who have ren- 
dred any Repertance or Change of their Mind to the better, Im- 
poſſible ; Heb. 6. 4-6. and 10. 26, 27. and 12.17. This is the caſe of 
wilful Sinners againſt the Holy Ghoſt, or Golpel-Spirit,and all its coun- 
ſels; its Reproofs of Death, upon their Spirits; and, In/fruions 
of Life, by their being transform'd into, and built up in its. own 
Life of everlaſting Rightoouſneſs. Elau's Morſel of Meat ( for which 
he ſold or parted with the offer'd Birth-right, or new-Creation Life. 
and never-periſhing Meats of Chriſt) comprehend's all ſorts of firſt- 
Creation Vanities and Shadows, from the higheſt part of the Duſt of 
this Mortal World ( all Humane and Angelical Excellencies, natu- 
ral) to the loweſt, the gratifying delights of Brutiſh Men. The par- 
ticular Books of all Wicked Men's Conlciences, ſball be open'd ( by 
the ſetting up of Spiritual ConviQtion-Light, in Wrath, therein ) 
and found to agree with that other, general, Living Book or Word of 
God (Rev. 20. 12) Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit ; and ſo, ſball the inward 
parts of the very righteous Sinners, be found very Wickedneſs, un- 
changable Enmity to God. All the moſt hidden works of darkneſs, in 
the Myſtery of Iniquity, ſhall be Proclaind upon the —_ tops, mani- 
teſted toall An and Men, good and bad. They ſhall it be ſeen, 
there is a Reward for the Righteous (and Wicked, too) becaule he is 
a God that Juageth in the Earth; Pl. 58.11. All forts of Sins ſhall 
then be brought into Fudgment, and reckon'd for, even the moſt hid- 
den works of Diſhoneſty, Myſtical, Spiritual Wickedneſles ; the moſt 
ſecret Intents of all Wicked Men and Angels. Al will be manifeſted 
and laid open, before that Fudg, whoſe Fl ment-Seat theyl be Sum- 
mond (and irreſeſtibly forc'd) to appear, bY: Heb. 4. 12, 13.. 2 
Cor, 5.10, Then ſhall it appear, there is a time for every purpoſe,and 


for every work ( deſire, thought, and, intent of the Fleart, in the 


corrupt or enlightn'ed Spirit of nature ( fix'd i» Enmity to God: and 
his Spirit of Grace) to be brought into Fudgment, and laid open, be- 
foreall. 

Verſ. XVII. I ſaid in my Heart, concerning the Eſtate of the Sons 


of Men, that God might Manifeſt them, and that they might ſee 
that they themſelvs are Beaſts. 


In this and the four next Verſes, Solomon Summ's up, in a man-- 
M 2 nETHy 


= 
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ner, all, inſiſted on, before, in this and the two former Chapters. 


Men, made by God, rational being's, good, in their kind, have made 
themſelvs Beaſts, by their Sin and fall. In the corrupt ſpirit of their 
nature, are they Beaſts ; by loſs of their changable goodneſs,Created 
in, they Inherit a Brutiſh Spirit or principle of ſenſuality. Beſtial 
Powers Rebell againſt, and inſult over their rational. And, the pre- 
dominant Power, Denominates. This, Solomon ſaw, and delires 
God would manifeſt to them, that they may ſee what a deplorable 
condition they have brought themſelvs into; andclear God, as ha- 
ving no hand therein. And thisyet,is but one part of the conſidera- 
tion, in which theyare like Beaſts. Man, reſtor'd out of the dif- 
mal, dark, Brutiſh Lite of his corrupted nature, into the clean, en- 
ligh®ned, righteous ſtate thereof, as to filth of 9p, and taking up 
there, for Salvation, is yet, but another ſort of Myſtical Beaſt ; yea, 
a worſe Beaſt then before, in the unfix*d corrupt ſtate of nature, be- 
cauſe now,tix*d in Enmity. His Carnal Mind, and Earthly Wiſdom 
thereof, that, at beſt, is but ſexual (in Scripture-La»guage) when 
fix'd in, becomes Deviliſh ; Jam. 3.15. This brings Man into the 
{ame condition, with fallen Angels, or Devils, in unchangable Har- 
mony with them, againſt Chriſt and God. Mar, i» the higheſt 
Honour, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Glory of his own reſtor'd nature, is 
but as a Beaſt, and altogether Vanity; Pſ. 39. 5. and 49. 12. 20. 
From a ſelf-ruining miſtake, he puts himſelf under the condutt of 
a ſpirit of unchangable Enmity to God. Man, alſo, in his bodily 
part, is like a Beaſf, Of this, a larg account is given; v. 19, 20. 


Verſ. XIX. For, that which befalleth the Sons of Men, befalleth ous : 
even one thing befalleth them : as the one dieth, ſo dieth the other ; 
yea, they have all one breath , ſo that a Man hath no pre-eminence a- 
bove a Beaſt : for, all is vanity. 


Solomon, here, ſpeaks of the Bodily, ſenſual part of Man ; con- 
fiſting of the like corruptible ingredients, and feeding on the like 
periſhing Meats, with meer Brutes. So, the ſame diffolution befalls 
them. All alike, in birth, life, and death. D»ft, both, and all, and 
turn to duſt, again. This 1s poſitively afſerted of Man's Body, in di- 
ſttinQtion from his Spirit ; Gey, 2, 7. and 3. 19. God breathed into his 
noſtrils 


CO” "Ie IS" oY IO 


9h i oo a eo Rs 


ld the. £5 SLLS 


[ 93 ] 
noſtrils the breath of Life Heb, the ipirit of Lives ( one Soul, with 
ſundry faculties and operations, vegetal, ſenſual, and rational) Cala. 
a ſpeaking, reaſonable Soul, different from Beaſts. So, in Man'are 
found all ſorts of mortal, firſt-creation Life, with the operations 
thereof;intelleCtual and intuitive, with Angels; ſenſual, with beaſts, 
birds, and fiſhes &c. Vegetal, with plants, trees, &c. And then, has 
he bodily parts, made of elementary materials, with all inanimate 
compounds. Every individual man therefore is fitly calld a Micro- 
coſm, or little World ; an Epitome or Compound of all, found in 
the greater,without him. And, all theſe Lives in him, are mortal ; 
All, vanity. The uy righteous firſt-covenant Life of his immortal 
ſpirit ( whether in the intuitive, inorganical ; or rational, organical 
operations thereof) is mortal too. All men are witneſſes of this, 
by the death and loſs of it in all, for the firſt ſin of all, in, and with 
the firſt, Yet farther ; One fort of Life, Man has, that's not found 
in the whole Macrocoſm, or greater World, without him ; a Life of 
rational-ſenſe, exerciſed in and by his Body. Neither Angel, nor 
Beaſt have this ; no Creature, above or below him. The Reſult, 
from God's uniting Man's Spirit, and fitly organiz'd Body, is called 
a living Soul; Gen.2.7 .1 Cor. 15.45. T he Soul (Souly or animaſiſh 
Life ) ſleep's (or remain's dormant and unexerciſed ) inthe Sparit, 
when departed, till a re-unton with its Body, at the Reſurrettion, 
whether of Life or Damnation ; John 5, 29. The eſſentials of Man, 
Body, Soul, and Spirit ( whatever ſuſpenſion of exerciſe, or tempo- 
rary alteration be incident to any of them) make up the diſcrimi- 
nating form of Man, from all other Creatures, in both Worlds, for 
ever, in Earth, Heaven, or Hell. Man's corruptible Body, at firſt, 
made of duſt, receiv'd an additional frailty by hus fin, in the degene- 
rate ſtate of his whole Nature. The Spirit departed out of tt, it 
ſoon moulder's into duſt. Then does Man ceaſe from the exerciſe of 
Bodily Life, as well as the Beaſt, when he dies. In this, therefore, 
Man has no pre-heminence above a Beaft. For, he is made of the ſame 
materials, hs the ſame Breath in his Noſtrils, and comes to the ſame 


end. The Beaſt receives his animation, by the _—_ up of a 


meer ſenſual Life in his Body. So,his Spirit never has its Body again; 
nor any Life above, and without it : but ceaſes for ever. Brutified 
Atheiſts would fain perſwade themſelvs and others, out of the im- 


mortality 
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mortality of their Spirits ; and, that Man has no other kind of Life 
or Being,than the Beaſt ; but only, a ſuperiority tothe Beaſt, there- 
in; as Angels have to Men, in intellectual Life, though man had 
the ſame kind of Life, by Creation ; and that, perfeC&t too. See the 
Apocryphal Wiſdom of Solomon, for a CharaCter of theſe Atheiſtical 
Reaſoners ; Miſdom 2.1--9. Plenty of theſe brutiſh diſputants (that 
labour to out themſelvs and others, of all the' Prerogatives of man, 
above the Beaſt)find we,at this = Having wickedly made them- 
ſelves Brutes, fain would they pertwade themſelvs, God made them 
ſo. And, if others think themſelvs better, they ſet themſelvs to 
prove their thought, a whimſical Imagination ; and that, we have 
no being or Lite, for ever, after the diſſolution of our Body. 
What's Eternal death ? Annihilation ? No. That's the thing they 
plead for, and ſeek after, but will never find. The incorrigibly vile, 
will be moſt exquiſitely ſenſible, under everlaſting Burnings, in e- 
very particle of their beings. 

The Righteous Life, Man had before the fall, he loſt by 
his firſt Sin. That was but mortal, and a periſhing YVarniry, as well 
as the Life of the Beaſt, though of a more excellent ſort. But, he 
has degraded his nature, into a kind of Equality with the Beaſt. He 
may know the inſignificancy of his loſt Life, as to true Bleſſedneſs, 


by its being loſt. But, in ſtead of looking upwards, for a better,he | 


chuſes rather to ſink down into a worſe / the meer Brutiſh Life of 


the Beaſt) hating all Diſcourſe, Counſel, or Inſtruftion, of the 
leaſt tendency towards a Go] ons of immortality, ſuited to the 
immortality of his being. This appear's the caſe of moſt Men, by 
the following Words; 


Verſ: XX. All go unto one place : All are of the Duſt, and all turn to 
Duſt again. ; 


Here's the condition of all Men, as to the Mortal Life of Body 
and Soul ; the Mortal, firſt-creation earthy righteous Life of their 
Spirit, twr*s allo to duſt again. Their Spirit, indeed, as an Immortal 


being, is diſtinCt from, and Superiour tothe meer ſenſual Spirit of ' 


theBeaſt. This appears, 
Verſ. XXI. 
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Verſ. XXI. Who knoweth the Spirit of Man that 2oeth upward, and 
the Spirit of the Beaſt that goeth downward to the Earth? Or, 


Who knoweth and rightly conſider's the Spirit of Man, in its diſtin- 
guiſhing Prerogarive, from the Beaſt? What is ſaid (wv. 18-20. ) 
may ſeem tocountenance the miſtaking ſenſualiſt”'s foremention'd 
Atheiſtical DoEtrin. But, this pulls him back, to another Leſſon. 
Man, in his bodily part, Life, and Breath, was like the Beaſt, even 
before the fall, But, his ſinful doting on the ſame ſenſual delights, 
with Beaſts, (and ſo making his whole Man, a Beaſt) this was not 
his caſe, by Creation. made him a Man : He has made him- 
ſelf a Beaſt. And, the Beaſt has vaſtly the ſtart of him, herein : 
Sin's not, in hisdelights ; has no principle of Life, deſire, or pa- 
late, in his nature, to which, any thing above meer ſenſual Ob- 
jets, is calculated; Is not ſubje&t to the Judgment, Man 
is; nor, has any Immortality of being, to ſuffer the pains of cter- 
nal death, in. T he Spirit of the Beaſt goes downward to the Earth, as 
well as his Body. There's an end of him. He never hear's of him- 
ſelf, more. Such death, incorrigibly Wicked Angels and Men, 
will vainly ſeek, butinever find. 1t will ever flee from them. They'l 
hind hembabrr in a fix'd hatred to what 1s eternal Life. And,they*l 
find themſelvs dreadfully Tormented, in eternal death. What 
then can be their deſire, but in{enfibleneſs, 'or annihilation ? They? 
never find either.. Being will ſtick cloſſeto them ; and moſt exqui- 
ſite ſenſibleneſs, never depart, one Moment, in Eternity, from 
them. They muſt lie by*c, for ever, in Sorrow ; Tormented in e- 
very particle of their make. 

Man,by the Right ule of his rational Powers, in law or firſt-cove- 
nant-light, ought to Perform active obedience to god's law ; and 
when call'dto1t, yield himſelf up in paſsive obedience to his Crofl, 
and ſo,receive his Goſpel-ſpirit and principle of eternal and -well- 
pleaſing attive Obedience. Thus ought Man to live to theLord, and 
die to the Lord ( Ro. 14. 8. ) in his Law-Spirit of nature, that he 
may live for ever to the Lord, in his Goſpel-Spirit of Grace. Thus 
is Man to obey God, in a Law, and Goſpel-ſtate, ſucceſſively, one 
after another ; in the Life of his own Spirit ; and then, of God's. 
This is the Method and DoQtrin of God's Witdom, for Man's Sal- 
vation. 


_ 
tion. Man's unbelieving,contraditing Wiſdom, will / if perſiſted 
in ) bring him to W, eeping and of Gna(hing of Teeth, for ever ; the Juſt 
Portion of all his unbelieving company ( Luk. 12. 46.) the Juſt Pu- 
niſhment of all wiltul Miſtake, Unbeliet, and Rebellion, in this mat- 
ter. Theaggravated madneſs of Man, lies herein. He chules ra- 
ther to lay his Ruling rational Powers, under the ſenſual, in his own 
perſon, then Submit to God's terms and way, for the bringing 
them, by way of Deathand Reſurrection, into eternal SubjeCti- 


on to the ruling Powers of Spiritual Lite ; and ſo, unchangable O- *' 


bedience to God moſt high. Man chules rather to be like a Beaſt, 
then God. He is offered anadvanceinto a kind of Equality with 
the new-Creature-ſpirit, in Chriſt, by pm_ Union with it. 
And this, in Chriſt, is ina kind of equality with the infinite Di- 


vineSpirit, by perſonal Union with that; the Marx God's fellow ; | 
Zec.13. 7. True Saintsare perſonally one with this Man, as he and * 


the Father are one; Jo.17.21,22. What Words, what Tongue of 
Men or Angels can expreſs this Folly ; Man's chuſing the Life of a 
Beaſt, to his eternal Damnation, beforeall this, that would be his 
eternal Salvation? God has made Man, Lord of the viſible Creati- 
on { P/.8. 5-8) and healone, of all viſible Creatur's, walks un- 
ſutably to his principle, in Rebellion againſt his Creatour. Man's 


Wiſdom is capable of receiving Conviction, by the —_—— 
ed, 


y_ of the Word's of God's: But, his will may not be tru 
for Golpel-Converſion. -That's to die, by the way. Ir likes not 
that. Every thing would live. His underſtanding can tell his will, 
it muſt die; ceaſe from all its own Activity, Life, Deſire, and 
Motion, as the only 
rſon. Man, abuling his rational Powers, tofetch in gratifying 
Proviſions for his ſenſual, only, turn's his earthly nature upſide 
down ; perverts the whole courſe and order of it; ſerves, what 
he ought to rule over : So, makes himſelf a Beaſt, by the ver 
Verdict of his own Conſcience, and all mankind. When he fu 
fer*'s the Beſtial Powers, within him, to rule over him, *tis Juſt 


with God, to give the litteral Beaſt, without him, Power over | 


him, ſoasto kill him, for Rebelling thus againſt God ; Devz. 32. 
24. Ezek. 14.15. Man, by yielding Obedience tothe Law ( bur, 
much more, when to Goſpel) ſhall be freed from Beaſts deſtrutive 
Domunon 


ſible way for the final Salvation of his whole * 
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Dominion over him. T hey ſhall not devour, nor make him afraid ; 
Ezek. 34.28. Solomon had ſadly experienc'd the boundleſs Ramblings 
of his Beſtial Powers, after whatever was gratifying to the inordi- 
nate Luſts and vile atteftions thereof. Bur, as the Face of Man's . 
Body, ſo of his Spirit, is fitted #0 look upward, to a Life, 4 Glory 
that excels; and fo, to God moſt high, Man and Angel, by 
Creation, had abundantly the aſcendant over the Beaſt. Bur, 
the beſt things corrupted, become the worſt. The Devil, with 
all the Glory, Wiſdom, Power, and RINGS of the Firſt- 
Creation, turn'd into (andus'd in) unchangable Exmity to God, 
is, in God's ſight and thought, the moſt contemptible varlet, in 
the World. 

Solomon,in this interrogatory,bewail's the wilfull ignorance, folly, 
and inadvertency of Man ; his Brutiſh unwillingneſs to take an 
right notice of his prerogative-difference from the ſpirit of the beaſt. 
Heis ready, evento deny the Immortality of his Spirit. They would 
gladly die like Beaſts, that live like them. If they own their Immor- 
taliry, they ſuſpeCt a ſad —— behind,for the abuſe of it. Man, 
in his natural Creation, had' (and is, fince the fall, capable of re- 
covering) the intellectual, intuitive, inorganical exerciſe of his 
mind, after themanner of Angels, by which, immediately to ſee, 
what organical reaſon call's hidden eſſences, qualities, and - 
ties of things ; all which, till, are Vanities, and that, of the low- 
er order. Organical reaſon, diſcourſes, or, run's from one thing 
to another, from what is ſeen, to prove, gather, and gueffingly 
conclude ſomething not ſeen or known, before. This way of get- 
ting the knowledg of things, by ſenſible ſpecies, taken in by the 
outward, and preſented or convey'd by inward natural ſenſes, to 
the underſtanding, was Ariftotles low, conjeCtural way of gaining 
knowledg, far ſhort of the Soaring, Intuitive Platoniſt, But, no 
Spiritual, Eternal things are the Objects of either of theſe ways of na- 
tural underſtanding, in Men. . Theſe are wholly out of all their 
reach. Now, what a wretched wicked" ſelf-denial are they guilty 
of, that neglect all theſe advantages of their nature, to level - 
ſelves with Beaſts ? To throw upall rational and IntelleQual plea- 
{ures, and betake themſelvs wholly to Beſtial ? Their PraQtice In- 
Clines them to Judg, or, at _ declare, they have noother _ 
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ciples of Life, but Beſtial. Their Immortality is a tormenting con- 
{ideration, to them. For, this renders them, by their own mad- 
neſs, fit Subjetts and fewel of God's unquenchable Wrath. Man's 
great fault of all, is the wilful refuſal of God's convincingly diſco- 
vered and offered new-Creation Lite. When this Goſpel-Life of 
Immortality is brought tolight, in his Immortal being, all's his own. 
For, then he s Chriſt*s, and Chriſt is God's ( 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23.) one 
with Chriſt, as he with the Father. So, comes Man to be an Infallible 
ſeer and doer of the whole Will of God, for ever. Man, in his 
whole natural being, Body, Soul, and Spirit ( all his eſſential parts, 
and Powers of natural Operation) 1s to be conſidered, as diſtin& 
from a firſt or ſecond Covenant Spirit, or Life, by Chriſt (as Crea. 
tor, or Redeemer) put into lym ; by which, he is found in a 
ſhadowy changable righteous State, and Earthy Image of God ; or 
unchangable Heavenly Creature-Lite and Image of him. The for- 
mer is but 4 fading flower, and Man therein, at beſt, altogether Vani. 
ty, Principles and Operations. By Chriſt*s ſecond, zew-Creating 
Workman-ſhip, attains he a State of Everlaſting Ri hteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs ; Eph. 4. 24. So, has he the Kingdom ”, Heaven within 
him, and «ternal Life abiding in him. He lives and walks in that 
Spirit, Chriſt , with his Saints, will Reign in, and Judg the 
World. 


Verſ: XXII. Wherefore, I perceive, that there is nuthing better, then 


that a Man ſhould rejoyce in his own works ;, for that is his Portion 
for, who ſhall bring him to ſee what ſhall be after him ? 


What works ? deeds or works of the Law, wrought in his own 
Law-Spirit of nature, ſuch as Paul excludes from ( Rom. 4. 2-6.) 
or, ſuch as are wrought in Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit of Grace, which 
James, in the ſame Spirit, with Paul, own's as Ingredients into A- 
braham's Juſtification, before God ? Jam. 2. 21-24. Own works, here, 
which the Holy Ghoſt, by Solomon, commands ( and commends ) 
Man's rejoycing 1n, as -#s Portion from God, can't be any thing, done 
in his own nature, that, ſince the fall, in irs higheſt renewals, is 
found in direct Enmity to God, This State of Man (with all poſſi- 
ble Labours therein ) is {ſq far from being his happy Portion from 
God, 
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God, that he lies directly under the Curſe and Wrath of God, inand 
with all this, which is altogether Vanity. But, can right Goſpel- 
works, which God works in Men, be called their own works! Yes; as 
own'd by God, co-workers with him, in his \pirit ; living and walking 
therein. He that doth truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 
manifeſt, that they are wrought in God ( Jo. 3.21. ) Deeds, wrought 
by God in Man ; and Man,in God. Thus God Judges of, and calls 
ſuch works; the Labours of Man, in Chriſt's Goſpel-Life. See 
what is faid, in this caſe, on Ch, 2. 24. and, v.12, 13, of this Chap. 
Solomon does not here countenance Man's rejoycing in ſuch Labours 
of his own Spirit, as he reckon's yain in themſelves, and unprofita- 
ble to himſelf (Ch. 1. 3.) astoany final good to him, therein, or 
by. Nothing, ſhort of the zew-Creature-State, and Man's Labours 
therein, ſignify any thing, towards eternal Life ; Gad. 6. 15. Nes- 
ther Circumciſion nor — righteous or corrupt nature, Or 
any thing done by Man, 1n either, can be of any avail, or conduci- 
blene'; thercunto. So have we found out thele works of Man, he is 
to rej-vc04n ; done in that Life, which is his peculiar portion, and 
new-(reation Birth-right gift, from God. If works, wrought in 
Man's own ſpirit, will, and way, were meant, twould bea Flat 
contradiction to the maia {cope of this whole book, which Proclaim's 
the abſolute Yaxity and infignificancy of all firſt-Creation Life and 
things, at beſt, as to Man's pleaſing God, or finding true bleſſednels, 
for lumſelf. Such works are meant, as Man may, ought, will, can- 
not but rejoyce.in, with Foy unſpeakable and Glorious. Here's Man's 
inward Summum bonum; a Lite, wherein he can do all things, after 
God's own Heart, Steddily, Intallibly, Eternally ; and fo, enjoy the 
tranſcendently yet higher Summum bonwum, without him, the Di- 
vine Glory, in Favour and Love, {ſhining upon him, for ever. Firſt- 
Covenant Divines (as well as Evil Angels, and Heathen Philoſo- 
phers) place Man's Swmmum bonum, 1n but firſt-Creation excel- 
lencies (whatever other title they give it) within the compaſs of 
natural Obje&ts, and in the aQtivity of their natural State, that's 4 
fading flower, altogether Vanity. T he Spirit of truth, by its Peamen, 
acquaints us with other matters, for hapineſs ; another Life, other 
excellencies, objets, and works, Man 1s capable to be found in the 
poſſeſſion and exerciſe of. mw ſpiritual Man's Joy and delight, 

- meets 
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meets and center's in the Go works or things, with God's. True 
Saints arein a Union with his Divine Spirit, in Will, Underſtand- 
ing, Deſire, Thought, Love and —wwane They love what he loves, 
with a perfeCt love : Hate what and whom he hates, with a perfett ha- 
tred; Pf. 139. 21, 22. All Man's Laboursare vain, .in his own Spi- 
rit of _ : Not ſo, inthe Loyd; 1 Cor. 15. 58. Paul rejoye'd in 
that Goſpel-Life he had, by the Faith of the Son of God ( Gal. 2. 20.) 
and his Labours therein : but found his Law-Life and beſt works 
therein, Dung, when touching the Righteouſneſs which is the Law (or 
to be found 1n that Law-State) blameleſs; Philip. 3. 6. Enmity to 
God TinCtur's, Sullies, and defiles all that Life and Works, at beſt, 
with filth of Spirit. 


T. For, who ſhall bring him to ſee what (hall be after him. ? 


If Man Submit not to God's terms for receiving his new-Creati- 
on-Life, who can bring him roſee what ſhall be after him ? Either what 
will become of good or Evil Angels or Men, in Eternal Life or Death, 
after their fading Life of Vanity ( with all the things thereof ) is 0- 
ver, and gone ? Theſe grand and moſt concerning futurities (things, 
no natural Eye, Heart, or Underſtanding cay fo or imagine, on all 
hands ; the things provided in Heaven, for thoſe that tra fear God; 
or, in Hell, for incorrigible haters of him) lie quite out of the reach 
of Man or Angel, in their natural, firſt-Creation State of Enmi 
and Vanity, Darkneſs and Death. T he Spiritual May, in the' true 
Preaching Spirit of Doc, diſcern's or judges all things ( 1 Cor, 
2. 15.) and candeclare, Intallibly, what all Men and Angels will 
come to, as finally Obedient or Diſobedient to God's term's of re- 
ceiving Eternal Life. He (knowing the Terrours of the Lord ( 2 Cor. 
5.11.) and,what « fearful thing it is,to fall into the hands,or under the 
tinal Wrath of the Living Goa) does, Might and Main, Labour in 
the Spirit of Chriſt, to warnand caution Men, as to the only wa 
of entring into the Foy, and eſcaping the Wrath of the Lord; the 
Wrath tocome. By refuſmg ſo great Salvation, as God offers them, 
come they to Eternal Death, Want, and Yexation of Spirit ; Prov. $. 
34-36. They'l wantevery thing that's good, and haveevery thing 
that's evil, inand upon them, in Extreamity, for ever ; unc _ 
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ble Wickedneſs in them, and poſitive Inflictions of God's Wrath 
(as Puniſhment) upon them, without aiy Interruption, or Relief 
( Lok. 16. 24, 25.) to Eternity. They have choſen rather ( in 
the declar'd, known caules and way thereto) to be/eſſels of Diſho- 
nour and Everlaſting wn 2 then, on God's term's, to be made 
Veſſels of Glory, Honour, Immortality, and Eternal Life. By Enmi- 
ty toGod's Divine and New-Creature Holy Ghoſts or Spirits, do 
the bring fiery Indignation, on their unpardonably guilty heads; 
Hel. x0. 26, 27. Ro. 2.6-10. Thele great things, that wilt be found 
and felt wr hg do evidence the great weight of theſe Words of 
Solomon; and grand concern of Men, tobe circumſpeR, in taking 
thetrue meaning of them. Who, but the awak*ned Spiritual Saint, 
can foreſee and tell, the unutterable Confuſions, final Refuſers of 
God's Counſel, will be fonnd in, for ever ? TheCares and Pleaſures 
of this Life, choke Mens underſtandings, as toany right and hearty 
enquiry after their grand concerns, in the next. The NobleBereans. 
did ſet themſelvs to ſearch the Scriptures, for the Goſpel-Kjngdom and 
Ri ys of God. Who does ſo,now ? Thoſe that, in this World, 
ſock not the A and Righteouſneſs of God, in the next 
( Mar. 6. 33. ) will never find it; let them flatter themſelvs in 
their Looſe, Negligent', Inadvertent courſe, while they will. 
The moſt trifling, outward Vanities of this World, do univer- 
fally amuſe, and take up Peoples time and thought, ſo as to- 
detain them in a deep oſcitancy, and regardleſneſs, as to the 
unutterable Woes, prepar'd in T opher, for Incorrigible ſinners; 
or unſpeakable Joys, in the Kingdom of God, for Spiritual 
Saints. Believenot your own Thoughts, O ye Sons of Men, about 
Salvation. Lean not to your own Wnderſtandings. Conferr not with: 


Fleſh and Blood. Regard not the Voice of Strangers, the Words | 
Man's Wiſdom, about it. n 


CHAP. IV. 
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CHAP. IV. Verl. I. 


$o I returned, and conſidered all the Oppreſſions that are done under the 
Sun. And behold, the tears off ſuch as were oppreſſed, and they had 
no Comforter : And on the ſide of their Oeorelivs there was power; 
but, they had no Comforter, 


I Returned ( Heb, was Converted ) from my fallible wiſdom, to 
ſee the Aﬀairs of Mankind, in the infallible wiſdom of God : par- 
ticularly, to conſider duely,the manifold Oppreſſions, under the Sun. Even 


himſelf, through his vaſtly expenſive extravagancies, had given oc- 


caſion to his oppreſſed Subjects, to beſpeak his fooliſh Son Rhehobo- 
an, after his Deceale, on this wile. 1 hy Father niade onr Toke grie- 
Vous : make his heavy Toke upon us, lighter, and we will ſerve thee ; 1 king, 
12. 4. He takes three days, to conſider of an Anſwer 10 them, verl. 5. 
He conſults with his Fathers Old Counſellours of State, who gv'e him 
good Advice. But he forſakes their Counſel, and conſults with his Toung 


Companions , verl. 6. 7. So, His anſwer was; My Father mad: your 


Toke, heavy ; and I will add toit. He chaſtiſed you with whips ; but, I will 
thaſtize you with Scorpions. T hey reply; To thy Tents, 0 Iſrael, and 
let David's Houſe look to it ſelf; take their courle ; Verl. 8--16. The 
fooliſh Son acknowledg'd lus wiſe Father's oppreſling them ; but,in 
ſtead of relieving,threatens to add to their grievances;though he ſaw 
them upon. the turning point, withJeroboar the in head of them, 
whom they make King of ten of the twelve Tribes, which never 
returned to the Houſe of David, more. This got he to himſelf, and 
Succeſſors, by his madneſs, in following the counſel of his raſh, 
young Hettors. But, ifeven holy David, and his wiſe Son, Solomon, 
eminent in ſpiritual Saintſhip, and ſignal Pen-men- of the Holy 
Ghoſt (through ſome remain's of uncrucified nature) demean'd 
themſelvs ſo, in King-ſhip, as to cauſe many grievances to the Sub- 
ject, what's to be expected, in the utmoſt degeneracy of Heathen 
Monarchy,trom G olden-head Nebuchadnezzar, to Iron and C lay,though 
called molt Chriſtian ? God gratified 1/raePs fooliſh requeſt ( pre- 
ferring a corrupt humane Monarchy, like the Nations round about 
them 


10 
them, to a Theocracy, the Government of God himſelf ; x Sam. 8, 

--7.) Giving them a Kjng, in his Anger ; whom he took away in his 
Wrath ( Holea 13. 11.) by the Philiſtines Sword, on Mount Gil. 
boa; 1 Sam. 31. And were not the ſad Conſequents of David's 
numbering the People ( ſeventy thouſand mens Lives) with the quel- 
ling his So» Abſclons Rebellion, and matter of Uriah, &c. ſore Grie- 
Vances * 

But, in the principal meaning of theſe words, we ſhall find the 
Opprellors, more; and the Oppreſled, fewer than is commonly con- 
ſidered. Till the truth, concerning both, be brought into publick 
view, 'Tis matter of wonder,to hear it. Solomon, in God's, found 
the miſtake of his own wiſdom ; ſo,endeavoured to take off others, 
with himſelf, from wondering ; andalſo,to ſhew them the Cure of 
the Evil, that, through ignorance, they wond'red (or wereamazed 
and diſcouraged) at. If thou ſceſt the oppreſſion of the poor, and violent 
perverting of Judgment and Juſtice in a Province, marvel not at the 
matter ( Heb. 4/1, or Parpoſe of God in it, who can uſe evil Magi- 
ſtrats, as Inſtruments of his Providence, though they be not pro- 
perly, Miniiters of his Ordinance ; but indeed, directly contrary ; 4 
terrour to good works, and workers, and a countenance and excourage- 
ment to evil ; Rom. 13. 3.) for he that is _—_ than the higheſt, regard- 
eth, and there be higher than they ; Eccl. 5.8. The good Angel is dogh, 
er than the higheſt, inviſible, evil angelical Principalities and Powers 
of this world ; and, Chriſt aud God moſt high, are yet ( unſpeak- 
ably, infinitely) higher than they. In this Reaſon, is contained relief 
enough for the Op relſed, in the laſt, and worlt of times ; and Power, 
more than enough, to deal with the Oppreſlors, Devils or Men ; as 
we ſhall farther and more clearly ſee, when we come, in courſe, to 
conſider Chap. 5. 8. In this Chap. 4. ver. 1. and that, with divers 
other paſſages, in this RetraCtation-Book, doth Solomon prepare his. 
ſpiritual brethren, to quit their ignorant natural man's wondring, 
by having recourſe to ſpiritual ſanctuary-Light, with the P/almiſt ; 
Pal. 73.19. The highett wiſdom of Man, in. firſt-covenant Light 
and Righteouſneſs, ſecures him not from being 4 Fool, and as 4 Beaſt, 
before Go, in this matter, wver/. 22, And fo, indeed, is he, asto all 
his ſpiritual, eternal concerns, all the heavenly things or truths of 
God, and methods;of his Wiſdam, in his dealings with Men ; aig 
Friends, 
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Friends, as Foes ; andFoes, as Friends. Alltheſe things are Un- 


' appointed to redre 


interpretable Riddles, Unintelligible Myſteries, not only to larg- 
parted and moſt Cultivated Learned Heathens ; but, to Wiſe,Strong, 
and Honourablein Chriſt, as to firſt-covenant attainments in him, and 
Union with him. Theſe, yet, are Fools and Beaſts, to the truly or 
Spiritually Wiſe, Strong, and Honourable in Chriſt, who ſeem (and 
are reckox'd ) Fools, to them, with Paul ; 1 Cor. 4. 10. God's giving 
Incorrigible Enemies, more (inthis World, within and without ) 
then heart can Wiſh , and plaguing his Friends, Spiritual Saints, every 
Morning (as to all, he gratifies theother, with ) puzzles the Pro- 
pher's Servant, or natural Man, even in the Saint himſelf; till Bap- 
tiz?dand Advanc'd ( through a Myſtical Death and RefurreCQtion of 
his Spirit; the only true Regeneration, Transformation, or New- 
Creation thereof) into the Spiritual Light and Sight of the true 
Seer and Prophet, in him. The figurative Shadow or Type hereof, 
wefind ; 2 K/zng.6. 15-17. 

In fallen-nature ( even when, in Meaſure, reſtor'd from filth » 
Fleſh, oft deeplier guilty of filth - 4 Spirit, _—y to God's) doall 
worldly Governours, more or le{s, pervert aud violate (under all ſpe- 
cious and plauſible I of doing) Judgment and Toffee Thoſe, 

Sand remove (by forming up, and contriving 
a corrupt Intereſt to themſelvs, contrary tothe Community ) do op- 
preſs, and make the Grievances. This, two general way's ; by | 
perverting good, or making Evil Laws. The Throne of Iniquity | 


(2 ey" 


frames Miſchief by a Law. And then, do they gather together again 
the Soul he ; hteows, and Condemn iewc&.» Blood; Pl. OM. 4 
21. The Wicked Compaſs about the Righteous, and then wrong Fudg- 
ment proceedeth ; Hab. 1. 4. The W ike walk on every ſide, when t 
wvileſt Men are Exalted ( Pſal. 12.8.) and the worthieſt rejeCted ; | 


- yea, cut off, as dangerous to the Peace of Tyranny. An evil ſelf- 


intereſt in Rulers, ſuggeſts deceitful Policies, call'd Reaſons of State, 
ugly unreaſonable Reaſons, for oppreſſing the helpleſs, in ſtead of do- | 
ing them Juſtice. Such Reaſons have heen remarkably recompenc'd, | 
{ometimes, even in this World, by God's Righteous Viſible Judg- | 
ments on the guilty Heads of the Wicked Inventers and Contrivers | 
thereof. Pharaohand his Council Judg'd it Reaſon of State, to kil | 

the Male Children of the Hebrews, as ſoon as Born, leaft they ſhould 


grow 
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grow too many for them. This was paid off, with a Vengeance, upon 
them. After ſeveral other Plagu's,their own fir/t-borz Sons died fort. 
Exod.12.29. And, at laſt, Pharaoh himſelf, &c. with a Multitude of 
Egyptians, were over-whelm'd in the Rea Sea, Feroboam, for a reafon 
of State, ſet up the old Egyptian Idolatrous Worſhip of Cale's,to pre- 
vent his Peoples going to Jeruſalem to worſhip at ſolemn Feaſts, 
which he fear'd, might endanger a Revolt from hun, to the Houſe 
of David. 1 King. 12. 26-28. This was the very trade, 1/rae! had 
bin ſoundly puniſh'd for, in the Wilderneſs. What will warn 
Vain, Vile Man? Allthe Uraclit's were Threatned with Deſtruttion 

or't. But, oz Moles his Interceſſion, the Puniſhment was narrow'd, 
to three T houſand, Kz1Pd by the Levit's, and a Plague on ſome others of 
the People ; Exod. 32. They ſaid, (v.4.) and Feroboam ſaid, after 
them, in the like cale, behold thy Gods, O Iſrael, which brought thee 
up out of the Land of Egypt. O Madneſs! To the Egyptian God's, 

x th could not deliver their own People from them, 54 they aſcribe 
their deliverance from their Egyptian Bondage and Task-Maſters. So, 
Ahaz Sacrificed to the God's of Damaſcus, which were the ruine of him 
aud all {rae ; 2 Chron. 28. 22, 23. and 2 King. 16. 10-13. So al- 
ſo, Amaziah /et up the Edomit's Gods, to be his Gods, and ſought af- 
ter them, which could not deliver their own People out of his hands ( 2 
Chro. 26.14, 15. ) and was deſtroy'd, for his pains, as threat'ned by 
the Prophet, for not hearkning to his Counſel, though againſt and con- 
trary to the Kjng's Wicked, Idolatrous Council. v. 16. 27. And, what 
became of Jeroboam, for his Calf-worſhip, erected on a ſelf Intereſt- 
ed Reaſon of State? See, 1 K/zng. 14. 10, 11. Ie cut of Jeroboam, 
and take away the Remnant of his Houſe, as a Man takes away Dune, till 
itbe allgone. Him that dieth of him, in the City, ſhall Dogs Eat, and 
him that dies in the Field, ſhall the Fowls of the Air Eat : For the Loyd 
hath ſpoken it. Is not here, enough ? 

When Chriſt ſhalltake poſſeſſion of ( and actually reign over ) all 
the Earth ( his right, always P/al. 2.8.) all Viſible and Inviſible 
te nope and Powers of this World, Evil Men and Angels, will 
be laid in the Duſt. Nothing but Righteouſneſs (of one ſort or 0- 
ther, Man's, or God's in Man) will be found in the whole World 
( his Holy Mountain, or Kingdom ) by his Executing that Judgement 
and Fuſtice in the Earth ( Jer. 23. 5. always, all along his peacea- 
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ble, Righteous Reign) that they allway's perverted. Saints alſo, 
that he will bring with him, to Reign, will do the like, in Harmony 
with their Univerſal Fift Monarch ; Dar. 7. 18--27. Jude 14, 15. 
Rev. 5.10. 

Solomon, in Spiritual Light, ſees and mean's, not only, nor chief- 
ly, the oppreſſion of the Body, in the concerns thereof, by Heathen 
Governments, violating the Common Law or Light of rational 
nature, inmankind : but, the Oppreſſion and Violence, exercis'd 
by firit-Covenant Brethren, a Ks the ſecond, the only true Heirs 
and Saints of the moſt high. The new Light and Life, they are found 
in (under the fructifying Influence and Beamings forth of the My- 
ſtical New-Creation Sun of everlaſting Righteouſneſs, Chriſt, as 4 
Spiritual Bride-groom) 1s Scorn'd, Hated, contradicted, Blaſphem'd ; 
and they, Perſecuted and kilPd for't (by none, fo much as ) by their 
envious Brethren, in Holy Fleſh, reſtor'd Law-Life, under the My- 
ftical firſt-Creation Sun, or Firſt-Covenant Spirit, wherein Chriſt 
has bin a fleſhly, Law-Bride-groom to them. Thus, are true Saints, 
the Oppreſſed, peculiarly and moſt properly (here, and Chap. 5.8.) 


meant by Solomon. And then, ſhall we find the vaſt number of 


Dead Heathens, in the corrupt Lite or Spirit of nature, dead in T reſ- 
paſſes and Sins, and the far ſmaller number of enliven'd firſt-Cove- 
nant-Brethren, profeſſing Saints in Holy Fleſh (in all variety of 
Judgment, Form, or ur in one kind 
the ſmalleſt number of all, Chri/s Lrtle Flock, the few that are ſa- 
ed, true Saints of the moſt High (in God's Holy, New-Creature- 
Spirit) ſtripp'd and deſtitute of all Worldly Power or help. All in 
this World, againſt them : No thing, No body for them. They 
are Men Wonder'd at, Scorn'd, Hated, byall: Men of Contention with 
the whole Earth. The whole Earth (or wordly party of Angels and 
Men, fix'd in their earthy, natural, fir{t-Creation-make and State, 
aeſpiteful Enemies to the Spirit of Grace, and all in the ſecond )) are 
their Implacable Adverſaries, in __ thing. The but firſt-Cove- 
nant Righteous Profeſſour (call himſelf what he will) ſometimes 


etsa conſiderable Share 1n the Civil Sword, or Power ; and uſes * 


it, with greateſt fierceneſs, againſt the new-Covenant profeſſing 
Syritual Saint 3 who, with Chriſt, look's not after the Kingdom of 
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Heavenly, managable only in the Spirit of Crace, not the moſt en. 
light'ned, righteous Principles or State of zature) and, not aQtually 
commencing, till Man'sand Satan's beat a Period. Such a King- 
dom, fuch a King (or Kings) as Chriſt (and his true Diſciples ) 
lay claim to (or own themlſelvs, of right, to be, as Sons of God) even 
Heathen Plate was able to ſee and Judg, carries no claſh in it, at 
all, with Worldly Ceafars, or Magiſtracies ; John 18. 36-38. True 
Saints are not for throwing down all Heathen Magiſtracies, in the 
corrupt Spirit of nature, that they may rule over all, in -the re- 
new worldly ſpirit thereof, They that _—_ (and drive at) this, 
are the Pleudo-Fift-Monarchiſts, who, in all their Zeal and high 
Pretences for the Kzng Jeſus, are the higheſt, and ferceſt Ene- 
mies and Oppoſers of the very Feſus, the wery Chriſt, in his 
very Goſpel-reigning Spirit of Grace and Truth, They are, them- 
ſelvs, the moſt ſignal part and Branch, at leaſt, of that /irtle Horn, 
with the Mouth ſpeaking very great things ( Dan. 7, 8. 11. 20, 21. 24, 
25. Rev. 13. 3. 5--8. 11-17 ) which they would wholly tix upon, 
and appropriate unto a corrupt and groſly Idolatrous Heathen party 
in the Fourth, Romax Monarchy,under the name Chriſtian. Theſe are 
they,with the deadly Wound Healed (given by the firſt Sin,that laid all 
Mankind, dead in T reſpaſſes and Sins) who, with a great mouth, ſpeak 
great things, blaſphemous words againſt God,and his new-name,or Goſpel- 
, the Holy Gholt, God's Heavenly Santtucry or T abernacle ;, and 
them that dwell in it, even the Saints of the moſt high, that dwell ( or have 
their converſation) in Heaven, Chriſt's Heavenly Goſpel-Spirit of 
Grace. By the falſe Fift-Monarchiſt,. is to be underſtood, not on- 
ly a party, peculiarly, and apart from their Fellows ( at Munſter, 
or lately among(t us, or in any former Generations and other Coun- 
tries, pretending this way, by throwing down all corrupt World- 
ly Monarchies or Governments, to ſet up themſelvs) but the whole 
ed firſt-Covenant-Spirited Generation and Party of Profeſſours, 
in all times and places, found in the ſame uniform Spirit of unchang- 
able Enmity to the true Spiritual Saint, on the one hand; and a ſelt- 
confident, Diſturbing, Traiterous Cpo—_ to corrupt worldly 
Celars, on the other. This troublelome Spirit, is charattred by 
the Apoſtle, inthe Jewiſh Profeſſours, that both kilPd the Lord Jeſus, 
and their own Prophets, and Chriſts Apoſtles : And, therein, pleaſe xot 
O 3 ( but 
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( but indeed, highly diſpleaſe and Provoke?) God, and are contrary 
to all Men, on their right and left hand, Spiritual Saints, and pollu- 
ted Heathens. For this, Wrath came upon thoſe Jews, to the uttermoſt ; 
and will, upon all, in like caſe; 1 The. 2.15, 16. Theſe are they 
that ſpeak great ſwelling W orasof Vanity (with their ſelf-exalting Lu- 
ciferian Maſter, Satan, the old, great, Bloody-minded Red Drazon) 
againſt the moſt high himſelf, and all his true Spiritual Saints, Thele 
are they, that ſaid of Chriſt himſelf, the Supream Preacher and 
Prophet or Mouth and Living Word of God; he us a Blaſphemer, a Sab- 
bath-breaker, a Glutton, a Wine-Bibber, a Friend of Publicans and Sin- 
ers (implying him to be a Hater of, an Enemy to Good, Holy, 
Righteous Men ) aud that he has a Devil, and is Mad. Theſe are 
they, that Perſecute the Spiritual Brotherhood ; /ap, in their hearts, 
fo true Spiritual Prophets and Seers, ſeenot, Phopheſy not unto us right 
things ; ſpeak to us ſmooth things (pleaſing to nature, when righte- 
ous; things, after, or according to our own Hearts) Propheſy de- 
ceits; turn aſide, out of the Path, the good old way ; cauſe the Holy one 
of Iſrael ( and all his right words of Counſel and Inſtruftion ) to | 
ceaſe from before us; Tai. 30. 9-11. We deſire not to hear of him, | 
to have any knowledg of his Words or Ways ; Job. 21. 14. and, 34. 27. 
Jer. 44. 16, 17. Deſperate Reſolutions! But, why ſhould the Ser- 
want look to fare better then his Lord, amongſt them? Theſe are 
they, that proudly ſay to the blind Heathen,on the onehand,in Scorn 
_ Contempt, ſtand by, come not meer me (touch me not) for I am | 
Holier then thox ; Tai. 65. 5. And, the ſame do ſcorn, raveniouſ] 
trample upon, and inſult over the Spiritual Saint, on the other hand, 
as the filth of the World, the very 5” mr of all things ; 1 Cor. 4. 
8. 13. Theſeare the ſignal Objects of their Scorn and Hatred, they 
ſhoot forth their moſt Malicious Arrows, even bitter Words, againſt s 
Pſal. 64. 3. As for their left-hand Men, the corrupt Heathen ; they 
can, on occaſion, call and make uſe of them ( «- the Profeſſing 
Jews aid) even the moſt Debauch'd and Corrupt, amongſt them, 
any lew'd Fellows, of the baſer ſort, to help carry on their Perſecu- 
ting-work, againſt Goſpel-Saints ; A&, 17. 5. But, ſeldom ſhall 
ye take them calling in them, to their aſſiſtance, againſt the corrupt : 
Party, except unawares, or inan exigent. And, when ſuccesful- ' 
ly help'd and delivered by them ; rather then bear their Words, if 


they | 
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they can't otherwiſe ſuppreſs them, they*l e'ne call in their Subdu- 
ed lewd party again, to their aſſiſtance, in the caſe. So, has the true 
Fift-Monarchy-Saint (not allow'd any name or place, at all, amongſt 
theſe corrupt and Righteous Oy Scrambles for the Scepter ) 
the ſlip given him, on all hands, by the whole twofold earthly par- 
ty, Proteſſing and Profane. When the former have made uſe of his 
aſſiſtance againſt the latter (and then, find him, not to be for their 
turn, in that firſt-Covenant Principle, or Life of the Law, the 
Pſeudo.Fift-Monarchy-Spirit, Chriſt would not Reign in, Jo. 6.15. 
Paul could not Reign in, 1x Cor. 4. 8.) they call back the latter, to 
their aſſiſtance againſt him ; deliver him up into their hands, 
as Guilty of Death, for whathe did, in Union with them, againſt 
them. This, though what he did, was, in ſuch extraordinary, 
unuſual, and, never before, happening Circumſtances (the diſſol- 
ving and parting aſunder of the Supream, Legiſlative Powers) as, 
might reaſon have had any hearing or place, would fairly have 
ſeem'd to juſtify him, as doing the beſt, that, in ſo difficult a caſe, 
could be done. On thereform'd Parties Victory over the Corrupt 
and Idolat: ous, in any Nation, the Trumpet is (preſently and con- 
fidently) blown, and makes a ringing Noiſe, as a tinckling Cym- 
bal ; gives a Confuſed, Uncertain Sound, for the Kzzg, Feſws. But, 
in what Spicit ? In that, he'd never own himſelf a King, in; yea, 
dire&tly contrary to that, in which he did ; fo, in a flat contradi- 
Ction to that good profeſſion, he made before Pontius Pilate, concern- 
ing his true Kingly Spirit, and Reign, both Negative and Afﬀirma- 
tive (the one expreſſed, the other, neceſſarily implied) 1 T im. 6. 
13. Jo. 18. 36, 37. He bore Witneſs to the Truth; or, to and in that 
new-Creation-Spirit of Truth, in which alone, his Reign is to be. 
There's nothing but Shadow, Letter, Figure, Type, as toany life 
or Goodneſs, found in the firſt Creation, All truth is found only, 
according to Scripture-Teſtimony, in the ſecond. So, Pilar's que- 
ſtion, what is Truth? (v 38.) wasan{wer'd, before-hand ; v. 37. 
Thus are true Saints, the truely poor and needy ( inwardly in their 
Spirits, as to firſt-Covenant Lite and Laodicean T reaſures ; and off, 
alſo, outwardly, in bodily concerns) Shuffled out of all Play, on 
all hands ; and, at length, out of the World, as ot fit to live any 
longer, init ; AF. 22. 22. Heathens and a firſt-Covenant people, mean 


while, 
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while,can joys Counſels, and ſpeak lies at one T able, _= them (Dan. 
11.27. even againtt thoſe, that are the beſt Subjects of theone, and, 
on lawful,warrantable grounds, the beſt helpers of the other ) yea, 
they'l joyn forces, alſo, in one Army, againſt them. Thus, down 
goes the true Saint,on all hands, They have no viſible relief, All are 
againſt them. T hey are men of contention to the whole Earth ( Jer. 15. 
10. ) or earthly party, corrupt and righteous. They are poor and 
needy on all accounts, within and without, while their combin'd 
Adverfaries, Heathens, and a profefſing People ( P/a/.2.1.) are fat, 
rich, full, and flouriſhing (in outward or inward, litteral or myſti- 
cal riches, or both ) __ joyn hand in hand, or hand and heart, malici- 
ouſly, againſt them. On the ſide of both theſe Oppreſſors,there u Power; 
but, they have no comforter. God helps them, ſupports them ; Chriſt 
and good Angels are for them. But,all this Relief is inviſible; and 
is not viſibly put forth for their deliverance from Perſecution, and 
violent bodily Death ; but makes ſuch Perſecucion and Death, the 
method ( inrtheir wonderful, myſterious contrivance ) to ſecure 
them from eternal Death, and bring them into eternal Life. Here's 
comfort for them,to purpoſe, in their utmoſt Trya!s. And this, are 
they well aware of. Enemies,of all ſorts, hate and deſpiſe the marr'd 
Fiſeze of their natural man, which they ſee ; and they mortally 
hate their ſpiritual man (h/4 with Chriſt in God) which they ſee nor, 
but only hear, hate, and dread the _— words or doctrine of. 

But this, yet, is not all, nor half the _ power, engaged a- 
gainſt them;which they have to deal and grapple are on, 4 and 
wreſtle againſt. We wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood (only, or chiefly, 
in our ſelves or others ) but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, 
againſt the Rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wicked- 
refs in high Places ; againſt unchangably wicked ſpirits, Devils,com- 
ming forth in their counterfeit, heavenly, ſpiritual appearances of 
God, Chriſt, and holy Angels; a diſguiſe bh their permitted, ſin- 
ful transforming arts) put upon them, whereby to deceive, if poſ- 
fible, the very Elec, Thele are more ſubtile ard potent, than both 
their viſible, inhumane enemies. But, There are higher than theſe 
his heft enemies of the Saints of the Moſt High, on their ſide ; and then, 
who can be againſt them, and finally proſper ? or what can any do 
againſt them, that caa hurt them ? yea, that ſhall not be of a dire& 
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tendency, under God's over-ruling order, to their final and ever- 
laſting good ? comfort, enough, Good Angels excel (all Enemies, 
evil Angels or Men) # ſtrength; Pal. 103. 20. And Chriſt, and 
God moſt high, with their Infinite, Almighty, and irrefiſtibly migh- 
ty, divine and new-creation power ; all thele are on the Saints fide. 
Power, morethen enough. Yea, Saints themſelvs have that Life and 
Power of Godlineſs in them, that will render them wore than Conque- 
rours; Rom. 8. 37. Yea, when but Babes and Sacklings, Low and 


- Weak in the Lite of God, or of his Spirit of Grace, are they able to 


fill (quell, or ſubdue ) the Enemy and the Avenger ; P/. 8. 2, Here's 
Power, upon Power ; and ſo, Comfort upon Comfort ; frog, rich 
con{olation tothe ſpiritual, in the greateſt tribulation that can befall 
the natural manof the ſaint. But ſtill, while viſible and inviſible 
enemies are permitted to oppreſſe them, for their good ( during 
Chriſt's and their ſuftering ſeaſon ) oz the fide of their oppreſſours, 
is power but they have no comforter.This is the caſe,all along this world, 
underSatan'sreign,till the holy angels be commiſhon'd to come forth 
about their preparatory work to Chriſt's ſecond comming,for preach» 
ing the Everlaſt ing Goſpel 5 for the wakening up, and gran Saints 
out f all Nations, to Chriſt ; and, for the giving of ftignal daſhes on 
all their Worldly Enemies, by the gradual pourings forth of the Vials 
of Gods W rath, os them. Till this, are Saints, Men wondred at, in 
Scorn, ( Zyc. 3- 8.) Mem of contention with the whole Earth ; Jer.1 5. 
10. All, inthe but ſingle worldly ſpirit of nature, corrupt or righ- 
teous, are againſt them, toa Man; toa Devil. And, as depriv'd 
of all worldly Power, within or withou, are they (in the Judg. 
ment and ſight of their own reaſon, as well as of their Enemies ) 
naked, —_ expoſed to the inſulting Fury of all their ſaid Adverſa- 
ries (toall their Proud, Rhetorical Mockings and Infolencies) with- 
out Relief, But, ſince Fleſh and Blood are et aſide, as far Inferiour 
toa higher and more dangerous, ſubtle, and more Powerful fort 
of Enemies, evil Angelical Principalities ; let us, more rticularly, 
take notice of their more unperceived Practices, and methods of 
proceeding, againſt the true Saint. They Accuſed God, to Adams 
and Eve, as —_ the happy Life and State he had ſet them up in, 
by Creation. And ſo, engag'd them, in a Qnion of Mind with 
themſelvs, as far as they could, to Envy, Hate, and Exaic them- 
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ſelvs aboveand - 2 70h both the Divineand Creature-Life of God ; 


1/ai. 14.14. 2 The. 2. 4. And, as Satan, their Luciferian head, fall- 
ly Accuſes God to Man ; fo, Man, to God ; Fob 1.9-11.and, 2.4,5. 
Satan is the Accuſer of the Spiritual Brethren, before God, Day and 
Night (Rev. 12. 10. ) that 1s, continually. This, though abun- 
dantly convi&ted of Perjury and Falſhood, in all ſuch Witneſs-bear- 
ing; as in Job's cale. What reception can he hope for, in his Te- 
ſtimony againſt true Saints, at the Bar of their Infallible Friend and 
Judg ? What moſt gall's this Infolent Adverlary ? To ſee Chriſt 
approach, in the garb of an Enemy, to the Saint, with his :wo-edg- 
ed Flaming Goſpel Sword. This may ſeem yet more ſtrang, to Man's 
Wiſdom. Why ſhould this Sworn Mortal Enemy of Saints, be 
troubled at Chrift's comming as an Enemy upon them, too? He 
know's, why. Chriſt comes to kill and offer up his party, the na- 
tural Man, Life, and Will, in them, in Sacrifice to God. And, 
he know's a Goſpel-S$pirit and Principle of Lite and AQtion, will be 
ſet up in them, 1n the room thereof, that's Wiſer and Stronger ther 
he ; which he can never reach, or touch ; Jo. 4.4.and 5. 18. This is 
the Thing, the Life, he unchangably hates, and dread's. *Tis the 
Friend of the World and Devil, and Enemy of God, in the Saint, 
that Chriſt caſt's into the fiery Furnace of his Croſs, to deſtroy. 
And, this Deſtruction of Man's Fleſh ( or fleſhly natural Life and 
State ) makes way for his Salvation in God's Spirit. Thu Devil, En- 
mity to God, is not caſt out, but by Faſting and Prayer. (Mat. 17. 21.) 
the Impoveriſhing of nature,the Mourning-State,and Death thereof, 
at belt ; an abſtinence from all the Serpents Diet, all worldly deſire- 
ables ; and earneſt Prayer, for ; and labour of the Spiritual Mind, 
after the nzver-periſhing Meats, at Chriſt's Heavenly Table. When 
Satan obſerv's Man, in a long courſe of Faithful Obedience to Law- 
Light, and can't fix him there, but find's in him a dangerous Incli- 
nation to obey God's farther, Golpel-Light ( as giving notice of a 
betrer State, yet, in the new-Creation Life or Land of Promiſe ; 
and ſo alſo, fair warning of Chriſt's _—_— with his Croſs, on 
that Law-Life, he long own'd him in) he beſtirr's himſelf, and la- 
bours (might and Main) to cauſe him to refiſt the work {and fo, 
preventthe effects) of this Croſs. Fob was ſore put to't, for a ſea- 
lon, under the demoliſhing, death-work thereof. And Satan was 
in 
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ina wonderful toſs, through fear of what matters might come to, 
with him, T hat which Job fear d, did come x him ( Job. 3. 25. ) 
the Death of his Law-State, atbeſt. And, that which Satan chict- 
ly fear'd, cameupon him, too; the Life of Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirir, 
that's greater then he, One Firlt-Covenant Saint (tix'd in Holy Fleſb, 
and the Law-Life thereof» againſt God's Holy Spirit, and the Goſ- 
pel-Life and words thereof ) becomesa more Uleful, Creditable In- 
{trument, for his Service, againſt the Goſpel, then a thouſand Pro- 
fane Perſons, in the corrupt nature, that have no colour of Religi- 
" | on, about them. Till then his matters are fure with Man, by a 
| fix*d Enmity (or, thebulineſsis determin'd, beyond all hopes of 
- * recovering himintoa fix'd Enmity to the Croſs) he plies it, 1n ac- 
| culing God toſucha Man; and him,toGod. Thus turn's he eve- 
" | ryStone, leaves no Means unattempted, for the carrying'on of his 
> | -Oppreſhiveand Deſtructive Deſigns upon Saints. For ſhame, ſays 
> |. he, to them, be not baffled out of all Senſe and Reaſonyſo as tame- 
2 | _y todeliverup your ſelvs (ina Lite, by Chriſt himſelf, twice ſet 
5 up in you) to a Murderer. So Repreſents he Chrift himſelf ( in 
© 
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the Shakings and Brandiſhirigs of his Spiritual Flaming Sword, 0- 
ver their Heads) as no other, or better, then a Murderer, « Devil, 
. aud Mad ; J0.10.20. He offer'd at perſwading Chriſt himſelf, by an 
C-7 Apoſtle, to ſpare his own Innocent, Spotleſs, Righteous, Earthly 
- | -nature, Life, or ſelf; Mat. 16. 22, 23. But,Chriſt kind/ed his Spi- 
) | ritual, Goſpel-fire, on that Earth, or earthly, Law-Life, inhimſelf.; 
F, | poke no Peace, but War and Death, tot; Luk. 12.49. 51. But, 
- | whentheſubtil Enemy hath ſeemingly prevail'd with any ( hope- 
I, | fully ſecuredand fteet'd them, with his Serpentine Armour and 

Doftrin) inſt the harſh Accents and ſharp Diſciplin of the Croſs, 
Fo as a moſt Abſurd, Unreaſonable, and Deſtructive thing ; he frisk's ” 
l- | about, turnshis Dragon's-Tail upon them, and Accuſes them toGod, 
a « thoſe, whom (if he tonchthem to the quick, in the Myſtical Skin 
3 and Life of their righteous natural Spirit,breat the on, Bones, cut 
nN aſunder the Nervs thereof ; Enervate, Aboliſh take away all 
a= the Strength and Power thereof) will Carſe himto his Face ; that is, 
0, utterly quit and ſeperate from ham, for ever ; Job. 2.4, 5: Thus, 
A- as the Father of Lies, and « Marderer, on all , from hs Begin- 
ning tothe end of this —— DF Mind of Enmity me 

war 


a £ 
*» 


Se.” 


[114 ] 
wards God, Chriſt, and Saints (and anattual Murderer of all he 
fixes, with himſelf, againſt them) does he att his part, towards 
God and Men ; _ Saints, to God; and God, to Men. If 
true Saints be guilty of leſſer Slipps,he*l Aggravate and Aggrandize 
them. If they can't be caught iripping; el forge down-right lies 
againſt them. Seeall this, in the Practice of hisInſpired Inſtruments, 
againſt Jeremy. All tends, in their deſign, to the Invalidating his 
true Spiritual Teſtimony ; that no heed may be given to any of his words ; 
Jer. r8.1 8. and 20.10. Who were theſe that Watch'd for the halt- 
7ngs ; and lay at catch, for advantages, againſt true Prophets, Chriſt 
himſelf, and Apoſtles, all along ? Familiars, Brethren, a firſt-co- 
venant righteous party of Profeſſors, and their Teachers. So, Da- 
vid found it alſo, Pſal. 41. 9. The Spiritual Saint, that's a Lively 
Stone in the Houſe on the Rock, ſets Fire on their Houſe upon the Sand 
he once was in, and of, Will this be born ? No. Away with ſach 
a Fellow from the Earth, ſay they ; A, 22. 22. Then, they betake 
themſelvs to the uſe of ſuch Fire and Sword, as they are furniſhd 
with, againſt him. Their Tongue is ſet on fire of Hell. They forge 
Lies againſt him, to prove him a Traitour againſt Ceſar ; and 
ſo, make the Heathen Magiſtrate, their Executioner. Chriſt him- 
ſelf was thus handled, by the Profeſſing Fews. Thus, Solomon be- 
held the Tears of the natural Man of the Saint, under the Croſs, as, -on 
all hands, x; ah. 1 and Suppreſs'd, by God, or Chriſt himſelf; and 
by evil Angels and Men. Enemies areall for deſtroying (and Chriſt 
makes all, they do, exaGtly ſerviceable to his deſign of ſaving) them, 
for ever. Hefits at the head of the work, as the Maſter-Contriver, 
and Over-ruler of all. Hedeligns the deſtruttion of their (or 


| ” fading natural State, Enemies can reach and touch) that they may be 


ſaved in his Spirit, which they can never touch , though all their ſpite, 
and aim, be at that. He uſes wicked Angels and Men, as his Sword, 
and hand on Saints ; P/. 17. 13. This Sword is in his hand. He ma- 
nagesall : Keeps all, on the right Wheel. Al works for good, to 
hu Saints. All miſchievous intents of Enemies, for utterly deſtro 
ing them, are fruſtrated. They can'rgoone ſtep out of the ready 
Rode to his deſigned favour, for them. They can hit nothing but 
their Friend, the natural Man of his Saints, which he would give 
Death-touches to, were there no ſuch Enemies, inbeing. They = 
is 
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his work, then ; remove that that lets, or hinders the ſpringing up 
of that Life, in which the Saint is ſure to break all their Heads, and tread 
them all under his Feet, This is all they get, by bruiſing their Heel, or 
deſtroying their natural Man, that's to die, Saints _ to Comfort 
one another with ſuch words, and rejoyce with fo unſpeakable aud g lori- 
04, 4-midſt the utmoſt T ribulations, can betall them ; xot reckoning 
the preſent Suffering in their Fleſh, worthy to be compared with the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed, to, and upon them, in Chriſt's Spirit ; Ro.8. 
18. For this Foy, ſet before them, and made known to them, well 
may they, with Chriſt, endure his Croſs, and api the Shame ; Heb. 
12.2, Hereare the richeſt Cordials, in (and Glorious allay's to) 
their ſharpeſt Tryals, in the fiery Furnace of the Croſs. The Son of 
God is among them, as Nebuchadnezzar ſaw and ſaid, of the 3 Chil- 
dren; Dan. 3.25. He hasa fellow-feeling with thetn, as their Com- 
paſſionate High-Prieſt ; Heb.2.18. AlPs but to haſten away the Old 
Man, with all his old things, that all may become new. Would not Op- 
preſſors let them alone,if they knew the good they did them, by their 
Injuries? But the natural Man, even in Saints themſelvs, knows 
not what to think on't, when ftorm'd on all hands ; finding God, 
Chriſt, good and evil Angels and Men, all againſt him, ondiffering 
accounts, and with very contrary deſigns. He finds no Comforter, 
among them all, after his own heart, or in his own wil, and way. All runs 
Croſs. Paul earneſtly groan'd after the compleat diſſolution of his 
Earthly T abernacle ( 2 Cor. 5. 1-8 ) natural body, or whole State, 
which kept him ſhort of a compleatneſs in Chriſt's ReſurreQion- 
Life ; Phil.3.11-14. The Jews falſe Accuſations of him, for Trea- 
{on; and Nero's Sword, did his work. The compleat Death of 
the Saint's natural Man, ſets him free from (anda ve) all Ene- 
mies and Deaths. *Tis the death of death in them, oftheir Spirit of 
Enmity and Death ; and lo, frees them from him that has the Power of 
Death (or over all that's ſubject to Death) the Devil, Hereby, enter 
they into Peace, lie down in 4 Bed of perteCt Reſt, for ever. 1/.57.1,2. 
Would Enemies hurry ſuchout of the World, if they knew al this ? 


But, whatcare they, ſo they*r rid of ſuch Tormentors, at preſent ? 
Rev. 11.10. They Rejoyce and make' Merry, for being ſhut of them, 
till they ſee them upon their Feet again, an exceeding great and Invin- - 
Cible Army ; then their high rejoycing, is turn'd into great fear and 

P 2 amazement ; 
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amazement ; v.1z,r2.and Ezek. 37.10. And then appears Fads- 
ment-Seat, and Righteous Jnag, all of them muſt ſtand before ( 2 Cor. 

6.10.) andgive an account of all, done againſt him, and his Saints. 

What care they ? Let them rule in this World, take the next, thar 

will. Awaken'd {piritual Saints, does Satan look upon as unaltera- 
bly principled, to beFix'd Enemies and Traitours to his Crown and 
Dignity ; the Peace of his moſt Oppreſfive, Tyrannicat Domina- 

tion i hs Univerſal Province of this World ; the only, Dangerous, 
Miſchievous ſpies,that Elbe all his wiles fn I his whole 
Myſtery of Iniquity ; 4s Eliſha ( 1nFigure ) ſerv'd the Ki Syria. 

Bo, 4 & 5 Legal-foirited Profeſſors reckon them, we to 
accuſe, and charge them with Treaſon againſt Heathen Ceſars; they 
are their quieteſt and beſt ſubjetts, Their Principle is abfolutely a- 
gainſt Tumultuous Inſurreftions. Chriſt himfelt paid Tribute to 
the then Heathen Ceſar. And, Pilateacknowledg*d his owning him- 
{elf a King, noclaſh with his Maſter, Ceſar. Indeed, had he owr'd | 
himſelf a Kjng of the Jews, in that worldly, firſt-Covenant ſpirit, 
they'd have had him ( Fo. 6. 15.) he and they had bin Enemies to 
Ceſar, as outing his Government, That's the Pſeudo-Fift-Monar- 
chy-ſpirit. Judg, whoare Traitor's againſt Ceſar, firſt-Covenant 
Profeſfors,that ſtruggle with him for —_— Soveraignty,as their 
right ; or, ſpiritual ſaints, that with Chriſt, pretend to no ſuch 
matter. Would worldly Ceſars, Heathen Magiſtrat's be LiRors 
and Executioners of 7 raiterous, Heady, High-minded Profeſſors Rage | 
(in the form of Godlineſs, denying the power , 2 Tim. 3.4,5. ) on their | 
moſt Peaceable Subjetts, ſpiritual ſaints, if they knew what they * 
did? T is not lawful for ws, to put any Man to Death, ſaid the Fanatich 
Jewiſh Profeſſors. Such are not uſually poſſeſs'd of the Civil Sword 
or Power ; have no way, but to get the Magiſtrate to do their Bloo. 
dy work, upon the ſpiritual ſaint. The whole Earth, all the World 
is againſt the true ſaint ; and he, with Jeremy, « Man of Contention 
with them all, Heathen, and a firſt-Covenant people. Theſe belie him, 
make him a Traitour, and the other Execute him. Every Man's, 
every Devil's hand, is a natural Enemy to faints. All, againſt them. 
The better they ſee, the worſe they ke, the more they hate them, 
as in an Irreconcileably contrary way, to them. Thezr help i in God, 
in that new name and Life of the Lord, that's « Rock and oh, 6+ 
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Enough, enough. Infinite, Almighty, and Irrefiſtibly Mighty Di-- 
vine and new-Creation Power, & cn cheir fide. But Enemies, ſeeing 
them deſtitute of all worldly Power, lay allo, there's no help for them, 
in.God; Pl. 3.2, and 42.3. Were thistrue, they were gone, indeed ; . 
quite gone. The like was - Reproachfully ſaid by Men, under the 
Devil s Influence, to Chritt himſelf, as to David, his Type ; Pſa. 
22.6-8. Mat. 27.39-43. Ando, find we it, inthe Apocryphal Wil- 
dom of Solomon (Ch.2.10-22.) concerning Chriſt, and all his true 
followers. The natural Man, in the faint himſelf, is ina. union of 
mind and Judgment, with Enemies without, alſo, againſt his ſpi- 
ritual mind ; the fleſhly Warrier, in every delire, thought, luſt, and : 
motion, againit it ; a/mey's for War, no Peace tobe: with it ; 
P/al.120.7. Gal.$.17. Rom.7. = 73: 3:20, Fa 12.1.Till ſaints have 
recourſe toSanttuary-light, the exercife of their ſpiritual mind, all. 
appears diſmal ; but then , all's Right, and Comfortable, again b 
Piaz.es. Fer.20.7-13, Not fully Crucified and Transform'd Hu- 
mane Reaſon and Wiſdom, in Saints, is the moſt dangerous home- 
bred Traitour tothem, within Doors, of the ſame mind and 
againſt God and himſelf, with all Enemies without -Doors, Devils - 
and Men. This Foe, theſe Foes, of the Saint's own-Honſe ( a Multi- 
tude of evil luſts and tho ing his owniſoul, and making 
up 4 T wmalt of thoſe in him, that riſe up againſt God — Ex-. 
creaſing, and Aſcending continually, to prongs and cry for | 
ance, upon him.) muſt be run down by him. | hi his ; 
powerful ſtirring up of the unſpeakable Gift of God in him, watching 
conſtantly all their motions, and skilfully managing all Spirited! 
Weapons, put into his Hands, zo Cracify that fleſbly mind and life in 
him, that, in all its Afe#ions and Laſts, Fights againſt God and his 
own Soul. Steddy — wving in God's Spirit, and con- - 
tinual earneſt Prayer to therein, will do the work ; Gel.5.16. 
and v. 24, 25. When theſe Enemies, within, are ftorm'd on all 
hands (from Chriſt, without, io anſwer to their Prayer ;- and by 
themſelvs within,in anſwer to their Duty andgrand )they"l 
certainly all under their Feet. Paul found himfelf, when looking - 
onany Body, any thing (within, without, or round about him) + 
of this World cleer gone,there ; as by his Merred Viſage and ; 
the Earthy in Holy rendred 4 Spec#acle of Scorn and Deri - 
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the whole World, wicked Angels and Mer ; {tripp'd of all Power or 
Defence, they can take any right notice of. So, in their ſight, was 
he moſt deſpicable, as the off-ſcouring of all things. And this ſeemingly 
deplorable condition, will be more the lot of Saints, i the laſt Age 
of this World, then ever, before. EzekiePs natural Man, could not 
{ee the pollibility of ſpiritual Iſrael's recovery out of the deſolate State 
of dry Bones in a Valley, then, or now ; but ſaid, in anſwer to the Lord's 
Queſtion, thou knoweſt , Ezek.37.3. With him, what ” cr Impoſſible 
to Man, # Pofible. This can do. And, he reſerves the Exer- 
ciſe and Demonſtration of his Power, herein, for ſuch a deſperate 
ſeaſon ; to fetchup Saints out of all their Viſible and Inviſible Ene- 
mies Hands ; and put their Enemies Necks under their Feet ; as in 
Type, Joſua, the K;ngs of Canaan, wnder hu Captains Feet ; Jol.10. 
24, The natural Man's thoughts, even in Saints, are not as God's 
thoughts, in this matter. The Powerful breath of his quicknnig Spirit 
{Ezek.37.5.-10.) recoversall ; as Abraham (in Type )Lot, 8&c. out of 
the four Kings hands, who were _ of the four worldly Oppreſ- 
ſing Monarchies, Aſſyrian or Babyloniſh,Perſian, Greek, a»d4Romane. 

Solomon, in the ſame proſpect of things, by ſpiritual Faith, with 
Ezekiel, would ſecure Saints from being 4di/mayed at the univerſal op- 
preſſion they are under, from all worldly powers. Theſe meek, poor, oppreſ- 
fed ones, ſhall have their day, to inherit, even the earth, at Chriſt”s com- 
ing to Reign over all ; Mat. 5.5. Mean while, all their Orr are 

rfe&tly ſee and noted (by God, Chriſt, and holy Angels, that are all 
Viober res the higheſt Powers of this World) with a black Charadter, 
to the unſpeakable Comfort and relief of the Oppreſſed. Their 
helpers, will be unſpeakably above all their Enemies. And the 
over-rule all (Oppreſſors do) for their good, even now. In the cloſe 
of the bloody red-Dragor”s day, they'l be found the manifeſted, wiſi- 
ble, declared Heirs of Salvation, in the view of all, Friends and Foes. 
This,will matters come to, after all ſcrambling Controverſies between 
Ryon-Saints, and their unreaſonable Adverſaries, hypocritical Sinners in 
Zton-dreſs. Inthis world, Enemies find no ſure way of filencin 
them, but by violence, The profeſſing, Fews, nat able to reſiſt t 
wiſdom in which Steven ſpoke, ſton'd him. This is their way. Now 
from the certain ſight of what follow's, Solomon, and Chriſt himſelf, 
would have Saints poſſeſs their ſouls in faith and patience,under all world- 
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ly Oppreſſors. God —_ marks, and regards all their demeanour 
under Oppreſlors, as well as Enemies demeanour towards him and 
them. Comfort enough ! come what will. T hey areCo-heirs with 
Chriſt, of God; Rom.$8. 17. What would or can _ have more ? 
T hey that laugh now, will have time enough to weep ; and weepers now,to 
laugh. Eternity. Eternally bleſſed are the latter : Everlaſtingly curſed, 
the former ; Mat. 5. 3--12. Luk. 6. 21--25. Oppreſſors will be 
aid home, at laſt, with everlaſting ſorrow ; the Oppreſſed, with ever- 
ating Joy. For ſhame, leave off Complaints, O Saints of the Moſt 
High. For ſhame, leave off exulting, and rejoycing, O mad ene- 
mies of God and them. Saints ſee ground for this advice to them. 
Enemies ( not ſeeing all, at winding up) will on, and rejoyce in 
their oppreſſing-work. They opprelſs them, who alone, in great- 
eſt love, (bew them the way of Szrvation. But,this diſturbs them in their 
large and ſwift ſteps, towards damnation. They deſire to hope well; 
_ ſo,march on quietly to their everlaſting torment. Hell here ; tor- 
ment here, and hereafter too, they reckon too hard. Let them 
leaſe themſelves with falſe hopes, and confidences here; and come 
what will, think they, hereafter. Atlength, they muſt leave their 
falſe preſent reſt, and /e down in everlaſting ſorrow. Who can help ? 
Satan's twofold party, corrupt and righteous men ( fixedin nature, 
with him) will on, 1n their fools Paradiſe ; in their variouspathes, 
under Satan's counſel and ſteerage, to the ſame Topher. Saints ought 
to dotheir beſt, i» all meekneſs, to recover any out of the ſnares of the 
Devil, till evidently fix'd in Enmity. God's method with men, is, 
that none ſhould (uſually) have two Heavens or two Hells. 

All Good, is the Saints; all Evil, the incorrigible ſinners ; in the 
world tocome. All Saints tears are put into God's bottle of remembrance, 
to requite all, hereafter ; as Enemies, oppreſſive madneſſes ſhall al- 
ſo be paid of, with ſuch recompence of their Errors, as is meet ; the wen- 

eance of Eternal Fire ; Jude 7. All will come to their rights, at 

aſt ; Friends and Foes. This very Argument does Pau! comfort 
oppreſſed Saints with ; 2 Thef. x. 4--10. At Chriſt's ſecand com- 
ing, will Saints ride in their Triumphal Chariots ( as more them fi- 
nal Conquerors) over the Heads of their Oppreſſors, Devils and Men; 
who have had their turn,#o ride over their heads ; P[.66.12.T he Lord 
regards every ſigh and groan of his Priſoners, appointed to death, _—_ 
WOTrid®- 
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worldly Powers; Pſa. 12. 5. «nd 69. 33. 424 79. 11. 146. 7. He 
will make his deſpiſed, oppreſſed ones, & praiſe in the Earth, 1n the 
ſight of all that haveſcorn'd and trampled on them ; Pſa. 102. 13. 
16.19. 20. The true Saint pants after final deliverance from all Ene- 
mies within him ( Rom. 7. 24.) as well as without. All will be 
done, at laſt , in Anſwer to their Prayer ; Pſal. 74. 10. and ver. 18- 
23. Saints groan after deliverance from their mortal righteous earthly 
life of Enmity, as well as from that of the Body ,, 2 Cor. 5. 1,2. All, in 
nature, within and without them, is in a univerſal contederacy a- 
gainſt them. What matter ? If God be for them, who can be againſt 
them? Or, who can hurt them ? Rom.8. 31. Here's enough, The 
whole firſt-creation worla, lies in wickedneſs, litteral and myſtical, filth 
of fleſh or ſpirit ( 1 Joh. 5. 19.) and fo, in a univerſal daring affront, 
and contradiction to all words and things of God, in the next ; Fer. 
44.16, 17. But, God will hear ( or diver) Saints from the horns 
of the Unicorns (Pal. 22. 21.) That is, from all oppreſſive Powers 
of this World,viſible and inviſible,without and within. So have we, 
in ſome ſmall meaſure, the meaning of theſe words. 


Verſ. II. Wherefore I praiſed the Dead which are already Dead, more 
than the living which are yet alive. 


The weight of theſe words lies not in the Litteral Senſe.For,no miſe. 
ries or oppreſſions, incident to bodily Life,in this world,are compar- 
able to theſadcondition of the wicked,after death, under final wrath. 
The ſpiritual truth,here,relates to Saints.Saints departed, are in a far 
better condition, than thoſe left behind them,in the Body, that have | 
not fully paſſed through the twofold, inward and outward oppreſſi- | 
on, or ſuffering-work, that's to be undergon by them. Saints de- | 
parted out of the Body or ( while in the Body ) out of the Law-life | 
of their own ſpirit, are thoſe, 4 voyce from Heaven, commana's John 
to write, as a moſt certain Truth, bleſſed. Bleſſed are the dead, in the | 
Loyd ; Rev. 14. 13. All, ſo dead with Chriſt, will live with him, for | 
ever, in'his Immortal, Goſpeklife. All others, wil periſh in their | 
own corruption (or corruptible Law-life and ſtate) which they have | 
rebellioufly choſen,and truſted in, for blefſedneſs, againſt the Lord's * 
koown commands and warnings, to the contrary. By keeping UP | 
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what Paulcaſt away as dung, for Chriſt"s ſpiritual Life, will they periſh as 
their own dung, for ever ; Job 20. 7. A perfeCt dearh of the natural 
Spirit and Principle of Lite and Action, in man ; an everlaſting cel- 
ation and reft from all the deſire, thought, and unprofitable labour 
thereof ; and ſo, the honourable burial of it, in the myſtical grave of 
Chrilt, is true conformity to his death. Chriſt came not to do his own 
Will, nor ſpeak his owon words, the Dictat's of his own under- 
ſtanding, though ſpotlelsly perfect in our fleſhly nature; but 
Crucified, and. ceas'd from all. We muſt follow his ſuffering fteps, 
through the ſame fire of his eternal Spirit, ( Heb. 9. 14. } Poakd 
by him, oz ws, as on himſelf ; Luk. 12.49. Spiritual Circumciſion,and 


fire-Baptiſm, put nature (corrupt or righteous) to death ; cut off, 


and burn up all fleſh, even Holy Fleth ; Col. 2. 11, 12. Man, in the re- 
ſtor*d righteous Lite of his own nature has nothing but «4 Body of 
Sin and Death, about him, which Paul pray'd for deliverance from ; 
Ro.7.24. Phil.3.6-8. Since the fall, filth of Spirit, Enmity to God, is in- 
{eperable from the Life of nature, corrupt or righteous. Nature 
(in whatever condition) and Exmityto God, Live or Die, breath 
or expire, together. Paul, when eminent iz Holy Fleſh, breath'd 
out Enmity, 1hreatnings and Slaughter againſt God's Holy Golpel- 
Spirit, Saints, and Truths; A#.9.1. From the time, this Spirit of 
Enmity was Death-ſtruck, by Chriſt, in his way to Domains he 
lived and brought forth Fruits unto God, in a newneſs of Life. In the 
reſtor'd Life of nature, the great Si» of Enmity revives ; gather's 
Strength, Credit, and Authority. By the death of it, under the 
Croſs, that, and all other Sins are pluck'd up by the Roots, He that 
is lo Slain, and dead, is freed from all Sin, tor ever; Ro.6.7. When 
Planted together in the likeneſs of ChriſPs Death and Reſarrettion, the 
Old Man is Crucified ; the Body of Sin, deſtroy d; v. 5,6. Man's natu- 
ral Body, or whole natural Man, at belt, as « Righteous Living Soul 
(1 Cor.15.44,45-)is,by the twofold,death and Lite-work of Chriſt's 
quickning Spirit, Transformable into the likeneſs of his Glorious Body, or 
the glorified Body, Soul, and Spirit of our nature, in his perſon ; Ph//. 
3-21. On ſuch death of nature, Man ceaſes from ſin, for ever ; 1 Pet. 
4.1, If Obedient to the Slaughter-work of Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit, on 
our Lawleſs, or Law-Spirit, in corrupt or righteous nature ; ſhall 
We, by the ſecond operation of it, OC up into the _— 
15 
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his Goſpel-Spirit. All, dea4 with Chriſt, ſpall, aftey their ſeaſon of 
dwelling in Duſt, ariſe with his dead Boay, into a newneſs of Life, and 
Sing, for ever , I{ai.26.19. Paul's argument in this caſe, looks both 
way's. If the Dead rife not, Chriſt is not Riſcn (1 Cor.15.12-19. ) 
implying, if Chriſt be Riſen, the Dead with him: ſhall be Raid, into 
that zewre/s of Life, our Crucitied nature, in him, Lives iz, for e- 
vermore ; Rev. 1.18. Our nature 1n Chriſt, is rais'dalſo into (and 
ſſeſs'd of ) the very Divine Life. So, the fulneſs of the very God- 
cad dwells in him, bodily ; in perſonal Union with his Manhood. This 
is his peculiar Prerogative, tranſcendently above the higheſt Saint, 
for ever. But, all Saints, in new-Creature Life, are in Perſonal U- 
nion with that,which, in him, is in Perſonal Union with the Divine 
nature, and thereby fitted to ſee and Enjoy the Divine Glory, as co. 
heirs with him, of God; Ro.8.17. They are thus one with him, Perſo- 
nally, as he and the Father are one; Jo0.17.21,22. We muſt Obedient- 
ly foe and die with the Man Chriſt (as to the beſt and moſt righte- 
ous fir 
him, for ever , in his Spiritual, Golpel-Creature-Lite ; 2 Tim. 2.11, 


12. Such dead ones reſt from all their ſinful and unprofitable Labowrs, | 
in their own Spirit of Enmity ; and their righteous works or fruits, done | 


and brought forth by them, inthe Spirit of Grace, follow, ſtand by 


them, before the Fuag ment Seat of Chriſt ; and juſtify them, as own 


ed and approved, 1n their whole perſons, andall tuch works. The 


changableneſs before the fall, and exmizy alſo, ſince, found in Man's | 
ood 

and truly Holy, in God's fight, as under his Actuicnted, The: | 

{ingle naturals, hatefal to, and | 


whole nature, render it, not properly, that is, unchangably 


fince the fall, is Man, at bett, in hrs 
a hater of God; and therefore, can'r be profitable to himſelf, by any 
thing done therein, as to true hapinels. Wilful fixure in nature, 


|-Covenant Law-Life, in our reſtor'd nature) or not live with | 
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at beft, is unchangable Union with the Devil, in Enmity to God. 
So, that which he willingly mittak's for Salvation, is Everlaſting | 
Damnation, to him. In ftead of the Saints Everlaſting Reſt, hel | 
find the Sinner's Everlaſting Torment and Vexation of Spirit, as the | 


Fruit of all his V ain Labours. Solomon therefore Preferr”s the dead, in 
and with Chritt (as to the Life of their own nature,corrupt or righ- 


teous, in the Profane Pablicay, or Righteous Phariſce) to any yet a Þ 


{ve in their own nature. 


V=-" | 
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a Verſ. III. Tea, better is he then both they, which hath not yet bin ; who 
h hath not ſeen the evil work that is done under the Sun. 

) 

'0 Better are the compleatly dead in the Lord, then either thoſe Saints 
e- that yet live in the Mortal Body (and have ſomething of the remain- 
id iog Uncrucified firſt-Covenant Lite of their own Spirit,about them ; 
a- ſo, are yet under the Opprefſſive Practicings of Devils and Men, 
US without ; and Fleſbly Luſts, within them, Warring againſt the Spi- 
t, rit, Gal. 5.17.) Or, thoſe Saints, whoare yet Unborn. The de- 
U- parted Spiritual Saint is better then the Saint, yet in the Mortal Bo. 
ne dy, amidit a throng of Enemies, without and within, ſurrounded 
c0- with all forts of worldly Allurements, Diſturbances, wicked Men, 
{0+ and Devils. Paul therefore earneſtly groan'd after deliverance 
1t- from his earthly Tabernacle, by the diſſolution of it, that he might be 
te- at home, with the Lord, in his Heavenly Houſe ; So only, comes Mor- 
ith | tality to be compleatly ſwallow'd up of a life, that's above all death or 
LI, chang ; 2 Cor.5.1-6. And, if Saints departed, enter into a full peace, 
rs, and reſt (lai. 57. 1,2.) and fo, a better condition, then that of 
Ne | Saints, in the Body ; more yet are they beyond ſuch as ſhall be 
by | Saints, thatare yet Unborn, who have all the ſaid Miſeries and Op- 
vs preſſions, without and within, wholly behind, to paſs thorow. 
[he But, theletter of this Scripture ſeem's to look another way ; that 
an's | the yet Unborn may ſcem better then the aQtually engag'd in this 
od, Mortal World of Miſeries and Troubles ; or then the deceas'd, who 


ſea, * haspaſgd through them (and that, all ſorts of deceaſed, good and 
and | bad Men) s ot having yet ſeen the Oppreſſions and evil work, that”s 
any | donemndery the Sun. This, as relating to the Miſeries of all, in this 
ure, ' Mortal World and Life of Vanity, only. He that's dead, is freed 
30d. | from all theſe things, be he —_—_ good, orevil, for ever af- 
ter. The wicked ceaſe from troubling them, and the weary are at reſt. Pri- 
hel ſoners no more hear the voice ( or feel the hand ) of the Oppreſſour;; 
the) Job.3.17,18. Theſenſe, in which zhe yet Unborn is better then both 
d, in they that are in, or have paſs'd thorow (and out of) the Miſeries 
1gh-# of this World (ſingly conſider'd, without what follows, to wit, 
* theGrievances and Oppreſions, incident to the natural Man of Saints 

or Sinners) may ſeem to import a »ever being+ Born, at all; a mecr 
2 Nullity. 


RR 
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nullity. Such a nullity, by CE Lien back will all that finally 
periſh, ever deſire and ſeek,but never find, as better than to be torment- 
ed for ever, in Hell ; or afflicted with the miſeries and Oppreſſiors of 
a mortal Life, oz earth. In this twofold ſenſe, had it bin good for Ju- 
das, never to have been born, or bin, at all; Mat. 26. 24. And this, 
Job ſeem'stomean ; Job 3. 11, 12. 16. and 10.18, 19. 


Verſ. IV. Again, Tconſider'd all travel, and every right work ; that 
for this a Man is envied of his Neighbour : This ts alſo vanity, and 


vexation of ſpirit. 


Fallen Man is ſo brutiſhly wicked, as to exvy and hate every right 
work,and worker,in the but reſtor'd Spirit andLife of his own nature, 
as condemning him, for the contrary. Some of them have affirm'd, 
God gave not Man Free-will, but with intent, that he may lawtully 
walk in the uncontrolled liberty thereof. And lo, is it lawful to 
hate the righteous Life and Attion of their own nature, in Legal 
Chriſtianity, or Heathen Morality. Hence, Speak they evil of all that 
run not with them into the ſame exceſs of riot; 1 Pet. 4.4. While ſuch 
Brutes pleaſe themſelves with (and promiſe others) ſuch Liberty, they are 
the ſervants of (and will utterly periſh in their own) Ow ; 2 Pet. 
2.12. 19. Thus do they render the righteous works of reltor'd nature, 
which yet are but varity,* vexation of ſpirit to the workers. And 
hence, does Satan puff up ſuch perſecuted conſcientious workers, with 
a confident opinion,that they are Chriſt's true perſecutedGoſpel-Saints. 
Thus, does he play his game, ſo as to be a Winner, every way, in 
both theſe buſsling worldly Combatants, corrupt and righteous; 
keeping them all in his differing ſnares, and at his beck, to let them 
both looſe, as he ſees occaſion, againſt the ſpiritual Saint. One ſort of 
them hates all that run not with them, zz#o litteral uncleaneſses, with 
greedineſs; the other,all that run not with them,into myſtical —— 

a 


The righteous firſt-covenant-profeſſor, is the odious Butt,at whic 


profane party ſhoot their revengeful Arrows. And,they areat the ſame 
work, towards the ſpiritual Saint, Becauſe his way's are of another faſhi- 
03: from (and better then) theirs. For this very cauſe, Cain kilPd Abel ; 
L Jo.3.12.Cain, myſtically wicked (the fixed Enemy of God,zin the eſta- 
bliſhd righteouſnes of man)a firſt-covenant Brother murthered his naty- 
ral 
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ral Brother, as found a Second. 7 he right work chiefly here meant, is, 

what's done in the Spirit of Grace ( not of Nature) that can never 
deceive, be deceived, ſz, erre, or miſcarry. All, done and ſaid in this 
ſpirit, only, « pleaſing to God ; hateful to righteous men, in reſtor'd 
Nature, only. All, i» the right, or conſtant, ſteday ſpirit of everlaſting 
Truth and Righteouſneſs (and Works thereof ) David pray'd for (Plal. 
51.10.) All, tix'd inthe but ſtarting,righteous natural ſpirit or prin- 

ciple of Life and Aftion, hate with a perfeft hatred ; as they, them ; 
P/al. 139, 21, 22. Righteous firſt-covenant Brethrex are the moſt 
herce perſecutors of the ſecond; can't afford them a good word : ſit 
and ſpeak evil againſt them , Plal. 50. 20, 21. Such Crucified Chritt. 
Protane perſons hate all ſuch right works, as are performable in re- 
new*d naturals. But, all of both ſorts, Profane and Profeſſors, are 
againſt all ſpiritual Saints, Works, Things, and Truths. Many leſſer 
Ruffles may the fix'd fir{t-covenant righteons have, with the Profane 
party : but, they mortally exvy and hate the ; ainay x Saint, with 
all his right works and words, as ſeventy times ſeven fold more abo- 
minable to them, than the profane party, with all their brutiſh 
vileneſſes. Away with them, *tis not fit they ſhould live, lay they; 
Maſqu'd Papiſts, worſe than bare-fac'd ; or Mahumetans. Spiritual 
Saints,with their truly 75ght works,are athouſand-fold more envied by 
ſowre, leavened Legaliſts, then common ſinners of the Gentiles, 
and their generally diſcernable wrong works. This has bin found, 
inall times and places, towards all true prophets, Chriſt himſelf, and 
Saints, before, and under Law and Goſpel. Chriſt came to his own, 
in the firſt-covenant ; and they blaſphemed and Crucified him, for the 
Goſpel-doftrin of the ſecond. Never more, will the whole World 
be in an uproar, againſt Chriſt and his Saints, then when he is juft 
at the Door, ready to come forth with them, to reign over all ſuch ene- 
mics, What a univerſal ſurprize and amazement will this-be, to 
them all, one and *tother , Heathen and firſt-covenant people ? As 
wondering at both their madneſſes againſt Chriſt, in his firſt and 
ſecond coming, the Plalmilſt ask*s ( P/al. 2.1.) Why do the Heather 
rage, and the People imagine a vain'thing * What wain thing ao they 
imagine, and tumultuoully aſſemble (in a Union of their ocherwi 
diftering minds) to do? #0 caſt down Chriſt, God's ſupreamly anoint- 
done ; and Saints, Chriſt"s anointed ones, verl. 2, 3, A likely Pre- 
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jeft, to thrive in! Do either or any of them, know what they do ? 
The Myſtical Kzngs, do, in lome meaſure ; the greater their madneſs: 
the litteral, leſs; the leſs their folly, though they alſo Rage, and T u- 
»mltuouſly Aſſemble, in this cale. Both are guilty enough, to find a 
conclulion bad enough, to them all. Let the two earthen Pot-Sherds, 
corrupt and righteous, tugg and fight it out with owe another. That's 
a lower trade of Sinning, in either. But, if they peece up, and 
joyntly fight againſt their maker, they are at the higheſt point of Folly 
and Madneſs And then, higheſt wo to both ap all. Ilai. 45. 9. They 
contend againſt Almighty,andIrrefiſtibly mighty, Divine and new- 
Creation Power. Is all this Hubbub, and Tumultuous Aſſemblin 
of Mankind, with all their combined Counſels and Forces, again 
the infinite Divine Father, and his Divine and Creature-Son, like 
to Proſper ? They'd break their Bands, and caſt away their cords ſrom 
them. This is the Rebellious Deſign and Plot. They'l not be ſub- 
je& to; limited, or bound up by their Laws, or words of command. 
This 1s their panyor caſe, and Reſolution. 

This Univerſal Conlpiracy (to be remarkably the caſe, in the 
laſt, beyond all former times) 1s, on the very account, here de- 
clar'd, their incorrigible exvy at (or Enmity to.) God's Divine and 
new-creature-Spirit of Grace, with all the right words, works or 
fruits thereof, in true Saints, which offer to lay Baxds on all their un- 
ruly Wills. This, they'l not endure, but labour (might and main) 
to ſhake them off, and caſt rhem away from them. This 1s that, which 
corrupt and righteous humane ( with Evil Angelical) nature, 
make head againſt God, Chriſt,and Saints,about. T he two-edged Spi. 
ritual Sword, inall theſe hands, ſpeaks death to nature, in them all. 
"Therefore, they all fight againſt it. But this will, in Loveor Wrath, 
perform the whole Will and Counſel of God (as to the death of nature) 
on every Angel and Man, good and bad , Tai. 1.19, 20. and 55. 17. 
2 Cor. 2.15,16. Chriſt, in that Spirit, wherein any can ( or ever 
could) be ſaved, # the ſtumbling-Stone, and rock of Offence (the onl 
Rock of Defence to Saints) to the numerous Troops of innumerab 
evil Angels and Men, that Build o» the Saxay, fallible Principles of 
nature, for Salvation. They utterly defy all the words of the Buil- 
ders on the Rock, that ſpeak nothing but War and Death to them, 
attempting to ſet Fire on their Houſe, Gueſs, who, of the Earthy 
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rty, arelike to take this, moſt heavily, at Chriſt's and his Saints 
294 is as offring to take down a beautiful Chucch-building, with 
pretence to ſet up a better, unchangably glorious. That Myſtical 
Temple of his Body, or whole natural State,that, Chriſt ſaid was 
tobe pulPd down (So a not to have one ſtone -4 it left upon another) and 
in which, he Refus'd, at the Jews deſire, to be their Kzng, laying, he'd 
build it up into another, more glorious Temple-State, in which he would 
bea Kjng ; this was the very ground of the Profeſſing Fews proceed- 
ing againſt him, to the death. He has built up our nature, inhim- 
ſelf, by way of ReſurreCtion, ito 4 new-Creation Temple of the Li- 
ving God, for evermore. His Doctrin of the Croſs upon them, and 
Prattice of it upon our nature in himfelf, did the Profeſſing Jews 
and their Teachers, Prieſts, Scribs, Phariſes, &c. call Blaſphemy 
or evil-ſpeaking againſt the firſt-Creation-Temple, and Life of the 
Law, as no State of true Salvation. This, they reckon'd an Evil, 
Hurtful, or falſe ſpeaking, that is, Blaphemy. And in faying fo, 
they Blaſphem?d or ſpoke (and did) evil and hurtful things, Malici- 
ouſly, of, and againſt him, and all his Goſpel-Truths. Firſt-Covenant 
Brethren hate the very Goſpel-Principle, and all the Right Works and 
Woras of Chriſt and Saints, therein. For which of my good works ao ye 
(tone me ? Said Chriſt. Not for any good work, bat for Blaſphemy ; re- 
plied the Fews. Jo. 10.32,3 j- What muſt Steven, or any Servant ex- 
, if the Lord were thus handled ? See ( Aft.7.51-60.) with the 
ground ; A. 6.9-14. A firſt-Covenant People, among the Gen- 
tiles, under Goſpel, do the ſame things (zo their Spiritual Brethrem, 
as the Jovs, —_ the diſpenſation of the Law) in the ſelf-ſame 
Law-Principle and Life, the wery teaven of the Phariſees. But, theſe 
diſtarbers of Gods true Iſrael, in both, will be cut off , Gal.5.12. They 
labour to keep off all true Goſpel-DoQtrin from all hearing, as the 
moſt abominable Hereſy ; and Preachers of it, xot fit zo lave ; At. 

22.22. and 24.14. Law-ircumciſion for cutting off Filth of Fleſb, the 
prefer to the true Spiritzal Goſpel-circumciſion, that cntts of Holy Fleſb, 

reſtor'd, righteous nature, from which, filth of Spirit, or Focal 
to God's Goſpel-Spirit, is inſeperable. For this, Murdering-mind- 
ed Cain's, Envy,Mortally Hate and kill Spiritual Abels, from firſt ws 
leſt. Thisis their evil work, ix Exmity to God, and the Power of God- 
lineſs, under the form thereof, and Righteouſne(s of Man, Their en- 
Ty 
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vy,in this caſe,is called Murder,though they be not furniſh'd always 
for the ouvert a&t, on Saints Bodies. T hey Breath out T hreatnings and 
Slaughters, againſt Chriſt”s Spiritual Diſciples ; and ſo, againſt him- 
ſelf, his new name and Life. Why Perſecuteſt thou me ? ſaid he, to Paul. 
Here's the Butt, all therr Revengful Arrows, even bitter Words, are 
Shot at. They are fix*d, with their Father, the Devil, in the firlt- 
Creation; and ſo,in unchangable Enmity to God, and the ſecond ; Fo. 
8.44. They ogy hate that, which is Eternal Life. How ther 
ſhould they have it, abiding in them? 1 Jo. 3. 15. Joleph's Brethren, 
Paul and other unawak'ned Spiritual Saints, have, amongſt others, 
ſaid, lets kill theſe Dreamers (o call they, the moſt awak*ned true 
Prophets and Saints) and ſee, what all their Dreams, or acry Noti- 
ons, will come to, Gen. 37. 19, 20. But, the guilt of the convinced 
Husbandmen (in Chriſt®s Vineyard, that ſaw him, and his Saints, the 
true Heirs, and ſaid lets kill them, that the Inheritance may be ours) is 
of another hiew. Al ſach knowing, wilful Sinners againſt the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, or Goſpel-Spirit of true Saintſhip, are unparaonable. T rue 
Saints are a wonder, even in Iſrael, a firſt-Covenant People of God ; 
hatred, in that Houſe of God, Hol.9.7,8. They are 4 Spetacle of Scorn 
and Deriſion, 1n their Marr'd naturals, to the World, all Angels and 
Mex, in theFlouriſh and Glory of a fix'd worldly Spirit ; x Cor. 4. 
8.13. Such deſpiſers of true Saints, Wonder, and Periſh. They will 
in no wiſe, believe, though a Man declare it to them; AQ. 13.41. They 
perſiſt in a wilful Enmity, againſt Spiritual Fm when Theſe 
Hypocritical Sinners in Zion-light(Juſtling out,and k/ling thoſe, they 
know to be the trae Spiritual Heirs) when ſorely Oppreſs'd by Hea- 
then-Rulers, beyond hope of Viſible help, will pitch, for relief, on 
Chriſt's appearing for them. And, his appearing will be a thoy- 
ſand-fold more Amazing and Tormenting to them, then all Oppreſſi- 
ons they groan under, from their Brutiſh Egyptian T ask-Maſters, His 
day will be darkneſs, and not light, to them ; the moſt ſad, gloomy day, 
that ever befel them ; Amos 5.18-20. They'l be found in unchanga- 
ble Enmity to the very Spirit and Light of that day. 

The true Saint, then, we ſee, is called to, and required, pati- 
wertly to paſs thorow all ſorts of Oppreſſion, from Devils, and from the 
-corrupt and enlight*ned Spirit of nature, in other Men, and in him- 
folf,  Alldefires, thoughts, and motions of his own mY 
| conirant 
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conftant fio hrers ag aint his Spiritual Mind; 1 Pet.2.11. and Roc7. No 
treating about Peace. They are always for War ; Pl. 120.7. Gal.5.17. 
As true Souldiers of Chrift, therefore, are we to fight down, and Cruct. 


fy onr Fleſh, with the Aﬀeitions and Luſts, that Way againſt our Souls. 


On the death of all Enemies within, will Saints be compleated in a 
ReſurreQtionLife ; and therein, become more then Conquerors of all 
Enviers of their right works, and words. But, till this, all along their 
Warfare in the Mortal Body, their Envious firſt-Covenant Brethren 
and Neighbours, labour to make their Travel, under the pangs of Myſti- 
cal death, to appear a ſore vexationof Spirit. But the downtal, weeping, 
and tears of the natural or Old Man, 1s the ready and only Road tot 
everlaſting Harveſt-Foy of the new, P\. 126.5,6. Saints,aware of this, 
ought with Paul, to Glory and Rejoyce in nothing, ſave the Croſs ( or 
Spirit ) of Chriſt ; Gal.6.14. 


Verſ. V. The Fool foldeth his Hands together, and Eateth his own 
Fleſh. | 


The Fool here, is a Man, that, through wilfull Folly, makes no 
right uſe of his firſt-Creation 7 alert of light or life, reſtor'd by the 
Redeemer. ACharaCter of this Fool, have we ; Prov. 6.9-11. How 
long wilt thou- ſleep; O Slaggard? Tet a little Sleep, a little Slumber, @ 
little fading of the hands to Sleep. So ſhall Poverty and want come upon 
thee, «8 an Armed Man; irrefiltibly. And, Prov. 24. 30-34 ; The 
Field of the Slothful is all grown over with Thorns and Nettles: The 
Stone Wall thereof, broken down ; &c. A remils, negligent, floth- 
ful perſorr,” failing in his outward call, and civil capacity, brings 
ro rh eee upon himfelf, which render him miſerable 11 
himſelf, and deſpicable to others. The deep myſtical truth of this, 
wefind in the Parable of the Talents ; to wit, Chriſts ſeveral diſtri 
butions to Men, in reftor'd firſt-Creation-Life, Mar.25.14-30. He 
requires a diligent improvement of all, This was anfwer'd, by 
them that recerv*d the five, and thetwo Talents,” They doubled thim. 
So, as good and faithful Servants, are bid enter into the Joy of their 
Lord. But, he that received the one T alent, hid it in the Earth, This 
is the Fool, Solomon meanes. His Talent was a Meaſure of reſtor'd 
firſt-Covenant Light and Life. Nu Light tells Inmi what he'ſhould 
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do : And this Life furniſhes him Sick Power, to do it. He « not, 
therein , t9 live to himſelf, but, to him that died ( or put that State 
to death, in himſelf, zo purchaſe and recover that life, again) for him ; 
2 Cor. 5.14,15. This is done, by our giving it up again, in Sacri- 
fice to God, as he did ; the only way, tocome at that Life, above 
all death, which heraiſed our nature into, in himſelf. This way, 
did the five, and two-T alented Servants, improve their Talents, And, 
be that had but one, knew he ought ſo to have done , by putting his Mony 
to the Exchangers. C hriſt Condemn's this wicked and flothful Servant 
out of his own Mouth ; that, kwowing he Reap'd where he Sow'd not ; and 
that to receive his own again, would not ſerve his turn; ought,by 
Exchang to bring it to him, with advaxtage, in ſary, as the other 
twodid. He knew,he had receiv'd it, on the ſame terms, with the 
other two; to improve it, by a faithful and fruitful exerciſe of it, 
inits own aQtivity and way, for a ſeaſon ; living therein,to him that 
died to Purchaſe it for him; and then, to ceaſe from that way- of 
improving it (ascalPd and warn'd, todo) inorder, to receive, in 
way of Exchange, a Goſpel-Principle of Everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
aud Eraitfulne]s to God, This Fooliſh, Slothful Servant negleted bot 
duties ; the improving his reſtor'd Law-Principle, in its own aQti- 
vity and way ; asallo, the obedient Exchang -, it, by death, for a 
Goſpel-one : Or, if he perform'd the farmer ; yet, —_— the 
latter, he fall's under the ſame Condemnation, as if he had faild in 
both. If he indulg himſelf, and follow his own evil Concupiſeence,in- 
to the enormous PraCtices of the corrupt Spirit of nature ; or, in 

referring the moſt fruitful, righteous exerciſe of his enlight'ned 
ſr to the Goſpel-/pirit of Grace ; he is gone, as unpatdonably 

riminal. By either of theſe Rebellious ways, he comes to the ſame 
dreadful concluſion, as juſtly and unanſwerably charg'd with hid; 
his Talent in the Earth, Not uſing it at all, to: Suppreſs and Refi 
the vileaffeQtions of his corrupt Spirit of nature ; or, evilly u 
it, in Preference and Oppoonne to the ſpirit of Grace, and Everlaſt- 
ing Righteaus Life of God, brings hum to the ſame point. From 
both, or either of theſe Follies, comes his whole perſon to be a My- 
ſtical Field or Vineyard, all aver-grown with T horns and Nettles, and to 
have the ſftone-wall (or Fence) thereof, broken down. God puts it to ſuch « 


fleſbly Urael themſebvs, to judg, what they can deſire he ſhould do for _ 
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that he has not done ; Ilai.g.1-7. God ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up to Death, for us all. That Son ſpared not his own natural Life, at 
beſt,but laid it down,of himſelf, for us. What unpardonable folly then, 
muſt it befor any to keep up the ſhat-ter'd,Sinning Life of their own 
Spirit,in preference to the everlaſting righteous Lite of God's ? But, 
ſo far are they, after all,done and ſaid, from $_ to the Exchang- 
Traffick of old for xew-Creation Principles, that they f1gnally hate and 
Oppreſs thoſe that do, Chriſt gathers out the Stones, Thorns and Weeds, 
found in Man's Barren, Wilderneſs-State of Polluted, fallen nature ; 
cleanſes him from filth of Fleſh, the Pollutions of his worldly State ; and 
then, requires and warns him, not to return to his Old Sins therein, with 
the Dog to the Vomit ; Nor commit new and more dangerous ones,un- 
der all therighteouſneſs thereof, deſpite to his Spirit of Grace, the on- 
ly infallible Principle of every truly right work, which would ſecure 
men from an unpardonable return to their old, or being guilty of the 
ſaid new Sins. On returning to their old, or committing the ſaid 
new Sins, the ſtone-Wall is broken down, and they become a ruinated 
heap, « Barren, Deſolate, Howling Wilderneſs, a Habitation of Drs- 
gons, Devils, «2d Wild Beaſts, or Beſtial Luſts ; worſe then . before 
cleans d and reſtor'd; as now, unchangably ſo; 2 Pet. 2. 20-22. By 
obſerving what, other Sluggards and Apoſtat's have thus come to, 
oug ht they, with Solomon, to receive Inſtruition, and avoid the like 
evils of Sin and Puniſhment. Chriſt's reſtoring them into the righ- 
teous, cleanſed nature of Man, does cleer them, for a ſeaſon, and 
in degree, from Thorns, Nettles and Brambles: But, they are yet 
but Fallow Field, bring forth no Fruits to God, till the Plow of the Croſs 
go ſo deep, as to fetch up that very Life and Tree of good and evil, 
the Roots,to make way for —_—_ up in them, the incorrupti- 
e Seed of a new Life, in which only they can ſo do. When, by * 
following Spiritual OR for a ſeaſon, they rax well (Gal. 
5.7.) putting their hand, with God's, to the Plow of the Croſs (to 
carry on ſuc ns 9600s on their renewed Earth, or Earthly 
State) by looking back, and turning from ſuch Husbandry on them- 
felvs, become they Apoſt at's, unfit for the Kjngdom of God. Such look. 
ing back; is « Repentence (or chang of mind) unto death ; which they 
can never truly Repent of, or m_ back again,from. This turns them 
into a Myſtical Sodom. As _ d with their Holy Fleſh, a Glory _ 
j | 


132 | 
done away ; they Recant,fly back trom, and quit Chriſt's Holy Spirit ; 
Gal.3.1-3. Such per ſwaſion comes not of God, that call's them forward, 
toward Salvation; but of Satan, that call's them back again, to' 
Deſtruction ; Gal.5.8. So, a Spirit of unchangable Exmity to God 
becom's the principle of all their Deſire, Thought, Lite, Word, and | 
Action ; 4 Root of bitterneſs againſt God, Chrilt, all Spiritual Saints 
and Truths. T h# renders their Earth, or earthly, natural State, not 
only nigh unto Curſing, but for ever Accurſed, without Remedy or 
Chang. Obedient yielding to the declar'd Methods of God's Wil- 
dom, for Salvation, is the only way to prevent all this miſchief, ' 
From a contrary demeanour, all the good, benefit, or comfort of 
their reſtor'd natural Talent ,zs taken from them, which the right Uſers | 
and Improvers of, Receive again with Uſury and great gain, in ano- | 
ther, a new-Creation Life, In this ſenſe, the T alent taken from 
the Wicked, Slothful Servant, and given to the true Spiritual Sons of 
God. Theſe go into Life Eternal ; and the other, into outer Darkneſs, | 
where (hall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Thus, Eternal Pover- | 
ty (Wo, and Miſery ) comes upon ſuch Sluggards, a5 an Armed May, | 
7 hey loſe all the fading good, they once had ; and are, for ever, ex- 
cluded from the unchangable goodneſs, once offer'd them. This, 
come Sluggards, to. T hey fold their Hands together, and Eat their 
own Fleſh, In love to their own Fleſh (or fleſhly, natural State, 
and Food or things thereof, and Hatred to God, and his Spirit ) they 
chuſe it, as turn'd into unchangable Enmity to God. So become 
they fit Fewel for his Unquenchable Wrath. God, in juſt Judgment, 
gives them up to Satan's ſtrong Deluſion, and their own mad and wil- 
tul choice. So, all concurr, on one account or other, to deſtroy 
them, for ever. All this, becauſe they refus'd to fubmit to ſuch a 
Temporary Deſtruttion 'o their Fleſh (or fleſhly nature and life) uf- | 
der the kinalings of the ſame Myſtical Fire of the eternal, Golpel-Spi- | 
rit (Heb.9.14.) Chriſt kindled upon it, at beſt, in himſelf (Luk.12. | 
49.) as their influencing and Meritorious Pattern, T7 hey pitty, ſpare, 
and ſave their Fleſbly Life of nature, in their own will, and way, after 
therr own Heart, (as Satan, by Peter, would have perſwaded Chriſt him- 
lelf ) and ſo, loſe it, and Periſh for ever ; Mat.16.21-26. By refu- 
ſing to have it rightly and moſt advantageouſly Deſtroy'd, by the 
fireof the Croſs, in Sacrificeto God ; they do Deſtroy it, and fo, 
| themſclvs, 
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themſelvs, for ever. They loſe their own Soul, for ever, after all their 
conceited worldly gaz, in Rebellioully keeping up their Fading life, 
with the Periſhing Food, Moth-eaten Clothing or Filthy Rags ( their 
beſt Righteouſnejſes are no better, 1/ai. 64. 6.) and Canker'd, Ruſty 
Riches, Myſtical God azd Sitver, their Laodiceap T reaſures, heapd up 
in the Fruitful Exerciſe of their reſtor'd nature, ina Righteous firſt- 
Covenant Life, For this moſt Criminal, Sacrilegious robbing God of 
his Myſtical Tithes aud Offrings (Mal. 3. 8.) by keeping up the Lite 
and Attivity of nature, as the fit Sacrificing Prieſt / that, God re- 

uires, by Paſſive Obedience, to become the Sacrifice to him) do 
they Provoke him to-kindlea fire within (as well as upon) them. 
He will ſet up his Spiritual-Convittion-Light,in their Spirits,Hearts, 
and Conſcicnces, by which they ſhall everlaſtingly be kept in the 
forced fight of what they had bin fairly warn'd about ( Mat. 6. 19, 
20, Luk. 12.33.) in their Mortal day and State, on Earth ; thatall 
they truſted in, was liable to. Moth-eating, Cankers, Ruſt, and Thievs; 
and ſo, in concluſion, would (as toall the Goodneſs and Comforr 
thereof ) Vaniſh, and Periſh for ever, as Dung. This very Corrup- 
tion, Ruſt, and Canker, comming upon their Riches (all they are, or 
have) willbe a Witneſs againſt them, for their Madneſs and Folly,and 
Eat their Fleſh as Fire; Jam.5,1-3. They refule the kindly kindliags 
of the Fire of the Spirit, or Croſs of Chriſt upon them, zo eat up their 
Fleſh, as Fire eat's Wood, by Conſuming it, in Sacrifice to God. 
He therefore kindles it in, as well as upon them, in Final Wrath,as. 
a never dying Worm in their Conſcience,a Fire that never ſhall be quench. 
ed, Mark 9.44.46.48. Thus, ſhall Incorrigible Sinners, or Fools, 
find that, in and about them, in which they*l become Eaters of their 
own Fleſh, or fleſhly nature, without ever ſuch a Conſuming it, as 
Annihilation would amount unto ; zhe only death, rhey't ever ſeek, 
but never find. 


Verſ. VI. Better is a handful with quietneſs, than both the hands full, 
with travel and Vexation of ſpirit. 


Here'sthe oppolite ſtate,to the myſtical Fool.In effe&,of the ſame ſig- 
nificancy are theſe words of ſpiritual counſel from or by Solomon, as 


thoſe of Chriſt himſelf; Mat.5.29,30,18.8,9.Mar.9.43.47. The right 
| be, 
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Eye, Hand, and Foot of Man , offend themfelves, oppoſe their own 
true intereſt, iz being offended at the w + that comes to cut them off, 
and caſt them away, as dung and loſs, for a more excellent life and way. 
The beſt light, wiſdom, or underſtanding, the moſt righteous pra- 
Etice, or walking, ſignified by the right Eye, Hend, and Foot of Mar 

( in his own nature, reſtored, by Law-converſion, to the firſt-cove. 

nant or firſt-creation ſort of righteous Life, Diſcerning, Aﬀtion,and 

Walking ) are #0 be cut off, and caſt away, by the kindly death-work of 

the Croſs; or the demoliſhing, crucifying, mortifying operation of 

Chriſt's heavenly,Goſpel-ſpirit, upon Man's righteous natural ſpirit, 

in the ſaid Law-life; as Pasl found and yielded to; Phil, 3.6--11. | 
He connted ( and parted with) all, as loſs and dung, to win Chriſt, in | 
his ſpiritual Reſurretion-Life. So only, can any be truly accepta- 

ble to God ; or, bring forth fruits unto him, in a newneſs of Life, All 

the former ſtate, to be quitted, is called (in Scripture) but oldyeſs 

of Letter, In the beſt Lite thereof, Man brings forth fruit, but to him- | 
ſelf, for the enriching and adorning his own deceitful nature ; »ot | 
unto God, in his Goſpel-ſpirit of Grace and Trath, in which only he | 
can be rightly worſhipped,to his wel-pleaſing acceptation,and man's 
true advantage. All others worſhip they know not what ; Joh. 4. 22-24. 
T hey know not what they do, or whither they go. The divine ſpirit of the | 
Father, can be rightly worſhipped in the Goſpel-pirit of his Son, only. | 
All that finally refuſe to part with their natural, Law-ſpirit, and Life | 
( by a holy death, under the ſpiritual Croſs) never receive, orpar- | 
take of Chriſf*s Goſpel-ſpirit of Life, in which, only, 'tis poſſible to wor- | 
ſhip God, aright, or do any thing well in his fight. The natural man, | 
by Legal converſion,made wiſe, frong and honourable in Chriſt,by his | 
firſt-covenant communications of Life and Light to him , hates 
Chriſt”s Goſpel-ſpirit with all the crucifying work and Croſs-doFrine 
of death upon nature, corrupt or righteous ; as Paul, once, did. Man 
hates that, which he undiſpenſably needs ; muſt ſubmit to, and paſs 
thorow ; or never be ſaved. *His reſtor'd natural right Eye, Hand, 
Foot, muſt off, and be caſt away. This, May ſtumbles (and is highly of- 
fended) at. He is ready to reckon ſuch doCttrin the damnableſt 
folly, hereſy,madneſs, and blaſphemy, that ever was broach'd or utter'd 
by man. The enlightned profeſſing Jews reckon'd it ſo,when Chriſt 
lunfelf preaclyd it. Yea, his very Diſciples fumbled ſorely at it, = 
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took it heavily ; Mat. 16. 21, OR IO, 23--26, John 16.6. 20. 
Though he Preached his ReſurreCtion, in the ſame breath with his 
Death ( Mar. 17. 23.) ſtill they were exceeding ſorry. This would not 
do, no not ſo much as allay their grief. T hey knew not clearly what he 
ſaid, or meant, by Death, or by Reſurrefion ( Mar. 9. 31,32.) and 
were afraid to ask him. What he Preach'd the Death and los of, in 
himſelfand them, even of a firſt-covenant Life, they ſomewhat per- 
ceived, totheir ſorrow: But, as to the more excellent Life and Glory, he 
declar'd was to follow, to him and them ( by way of Reſurrefion, out 
of the Death of their fading ) this, they underſtood not ; and fo, 
got little or no relief, yet, by the bare tydings of it : But, enough, 
when they came to experience it; A.2. The Croſs is a ſlumbling 
block to the righteous firſt.covenant Law-Few (or Gentile, under the 
outward diſpenſation of Law and Goſpel, and before either were 
written by the Pen-men thereof, in the Bible ) and fooliſhneſs to the 
wile Greek, with all his moral Righteouſneſs, and obedience to the 
common Light or Law of rational Natzre, in Mankind ; x Cor. 
I. 23. 

Boch theſe ſorts of Wiſe and Righteous Men ( bidding at, and 
fondly pleaſing themſelves with a hope of true Salvation, in their ſe- 
veral way's) doſtand, as with Drawn Swords, in the Armour of 
Max, on Satag's ſide, to bid defiance to this ſeemingly Bug-bear 
Do&trin of the Crols, upon all they are Poſſels'd of, and truſt in. They 
decry it, as the higheſt Blaſphemy and Folly, Imaginable. They warn 
others, by no means to regard a word of it, in Preaching, or Books. 
As for the Brutified, Immorral Heathens, the far greater party of 
Mankind, walking (and allowing themſelvs) in the Abominati- 
ons of Litteral Soaom, Egypt, an agen, hating all Righteouſneſs 
(God's and May?s too Man's in Moral eniſm, or legal Chriſtia- 
nity) they little regard he DotFrin of the Croſs, on one or *tother. 
The ho Party of Mankind, in Moral, or Legal, firſt-Covenant 
Ty, 1a: t have ſomething (conſiderable, as they r__ 
to loſe, by the Crols, theſe are ready to fight againſt it ; «Paul foi 
and told the Philippians,. even Weeping , Phil. 3.18, But, Jews or 
Gentiles, that anſwer Chriſf”s Heavenly call. (into the death of their fa- 
ding earthly State, however 1n its kind) in. Obedience to the 
Crols, as the only pals iato the Everlaſting Life. of. the Crocilying 

's 
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Hizh-Prieſt of their Goſpel-Profeſſan ( Heb.3.1. ) they find the (aid 
Croſs, the Power and Wiſdom of God, to, and in them, 1.Cor.1.24, 
This they receive, in lieu of he form of Godlineſs and Wiſdom of 
Man, as made Wiſe, Strong, and Honourable in Chriſt, by Firlt-Co- 
venant Attainments in him, and Unionwith him; 1 Cor.4.10. O- 
thers chuſe rather to keep their firſt-Covenant-State, Whole, Un- 


maim'd, Unbroken, or Uncrucified, and ſo, togo with their whole Bo- | 


dy or Man, their own two Eyes, Hands, ana Feet, to Hel! , then 
Maimed, and Crucified, in Conformity to the Lamb Slain (and his true 
Saints, that ſuffer with him) to Heaven, What if one Man had all 
the ſingle, firſt-Creation Glories, Excellencies, Riches, Wiſdom, and 
Power of all Men and Angels, ana loſe his own Soul, what's he the bet- 
ter ? Where's his gain? Mat.16.26. All, Man gets, by pitying and 
ſparing himſelf, in this caſe, #« the loſs of all his own fading goodneſs, 
and the poſitive InfliQtions of final Wrath upon his whole being, for 
ever. Sad gains ! Beware thenof Satan's moſt deſtruftive, ſelf. 
flattering Counſel, for paring righteous, firſt-Covenant-ſelf, iz Ex- 
mity to God, and his Everlaſting Creature-Life and Righteouſneſs, 
offered inthe ſecond. If Satan could make an Apoſtle his Spokes- 
Man, for this, to Chrift himſelf ; gueſs at your danger of being 


Beguiled by the ſame old ſubtil Serpent, that ſo Beguiled Eve, at firlt; | 


and a World, ſince. Take heed of following this Enemie's pleas 
ſing Counſel andExample, and fo, of RejeQtirtg Chriſt's, The high- 
eſt Glories (talleſt Cedars) in the firſt-Creation-State of Angel'or Man, 
are fading flowers, periſhing vanities. Look about you, and conſider 


what ye lay hold on, or truſt in, for happineſs. The ſame death of | 


nature (that qualified the ſlain Lamb, to open the Sealed Book of the 
Mind and Viſions of God) can qualify any followers of him, to. read 
it, when open'd. Till they have 4 ſpiritual underſtanding, read while 
they will, the main Scope and Intent of the Author, God himfelt, 
is not ſeen, or taken out. The Scriptur's ( that are a Tranſcript 
or Copy of that whole Mind and Counſel of God, about the Saluation 
of Angels and Men, that's Engraven in the Goſpel-Spirit of Chriſt, 
the Original Book and Living Word of God) ere a Book Sealed up, from 
Learned ; and more, from Wnlarned Man ; all, deſtitute of Spiritual 
Wiſdom. See, elſe; T/4.29.11,12. x Cor-2.14. But, after all that 
can be ſaid, ſtill, ſtill, rhe Crofs is a Stumbling-block, and Folfheh 
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{and the truly Obedient followers of Chriſt, under it, are highly 
offenſive) to Moral Heathen, or Legal Chriſtian, in the flouriſh 
and Wiſdom of their unbroken naturalls. They are what, and 
where they were ; ſay or warn the Spiritual Seer, what or while he 
will, or can. The more will be their ſorrow, tor ſuch deſtructive 
Self-Love and Pity. They loath God, and he them ; Zec.11.8. Who 
can help them? All, offended at the Croſs of Chriſt, become an offence 
to Chriſt Where are they then ? who will be tound uppermoſt ? 
Have they an arm like God ? Can they thunder with a voice like him ? Job. 
40. 9. It fleſh, Holy Fleſh, that can't Inherit the Kingdom (1 Cor. 
15.50.) be kept up ; and that "nr Spirit, 12 which Men can, be re- 
jetted) where will they be ? On ſuppoſal, a Man ſhould violently 
crow'd into the Kingdom, in Holy Fleſh, and ſit at Chrift”s Wedding 


| Supper ; ſtill, what the better ? Bind him, hand and Foot, ſays Chriſt, 


and caſt him into outer darkneſs, where ſhall be Weepins and Gnaſhing 0 
tr Why: ? Becauſe he has not the Spiritual FW ding GE % 
Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, bur of the filthy ragged Righteouſneſs of 
his own nature, kept upand held faſt, indirect Enmity to ( and Re- 
bellion againſt) God. The May, ſo handled, willbe Speechles ; hel 
ſee, he has nothing to ſay for himſelf; Mat. 22. 11-13. The hating 
the fading Life of our own nature, that's, at beſt, altogether Vanity, 
is a requilite qualification of all zrue Diſciples; Luk.14.26. Jo.12.25. 
Loving our own, loſes us Chriſt”s Eternal Life : Hating our own, ist 
only way to get it. A fix'd ſelt-Love, in corrupt or Righteous nature, 
is Eternal Damnation. *Tis unchangable Exmity to God, And what 
think you, then ? Better is one handful with quietneſs, then both hands 
full, with Travel and Vexation of Spirit. Betteris it, to go to Hea- 
ven, with one Eye, Hand, or Foot ; then to Hell, by keeping both, and 
all. Better, go Slain to Heaven, then alive to Hell. Better, die under 
Chris Sacriticing hand or Croſs, then be catch'd alive in Satan's Snare, 
a firſt-covenant Righteous Lite;the wy Snare,by and in which he takes 
Men, at his Wilt: (2 Tim.2.26.) and 1o, fixes them with himſelf, in 
Exmity to God, and the ſecond. Better, go Poor, Halt, Maim'"d,Crucified, 
to Heaven,with Chriſt ; then Rich,W, s Full, Strong,and Honourable(in 


the fading natural Glory ofa firſt-Covenant Lite,turn'd into unchan- 
gable enmity to God)with the Dewil,to the lake of fire and brimſtone,prepa- 
red,of ola,for both ; evenall incorrigibly wicked Angels and Men. 7 he 
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Spiritual, new Eye or LPR Fin ſer up in the Crucified natural 
Man of the Saint, # that ſingle, Chaſt, Dove-like Eye (Mat.6.22.) 
that fills the whole Body, or Man, fullof Light. This is the Eye, or 
diſcerning, by which, Man under ſtands all things ( 1 Cor. 2.15. ) not 
that Eye, that turnsand looks both way's, fo good and Evil; and 
that good, it regards, but fading. *Tis Man's unexcuſable Folly, to 
chule the ſore 1ravel and Labour of his on Spirit, to his Vexation and 
Everlaſting Deſtruction ;, rather then quit that, tor God's, and un. 
{peakable, everlaſting Joy and Bleſſedneſs. But, notwithſtanding 
all the known advantages (ofquitting all evil, with the. Life of his 
own will, for all good, in the Life of God's) Man will on,in his own 
{elf-choſen way and courſe, come what will. Man's one handful (in 
quietneſs and final Peace with God, in his Golpel-Spirit of truth) is 
tranſcendently better then both his Hands full of ſuch Riches, in his 
own Law-Spirit of nature, as are Vanity, and will prove Eternal Vexa- 
tion of Spirit, to him. Myſtical as well as Litteral Riches, the Lao- 
dicean T reaſures of nature, in but a firſt-Covenant Righteous Life, 
are heap'd up with Diſquietment, kept with Anxiety and fear of looſing, 
from the known, ſelf-Evidencing Periſhableneſs thereof ; So that 
Me are in continual Bondage, all the days of their Life therein, through 
fear of the Death and loſs of all. Pl.39.6. Heb. 2. 15. Out of this Lite, 
and Spirit of Bondage, are true Saints brought into the Glorious liberry 
of the Sons of God , made truly Rich, Wiſe, Strong and Honourad/:, 
in his new-Covenant Spirit of Everlaſting Life and Righteouſneis. 
Amidſt all Jallity #» the firſt-covenant Houſe of Feaſting, Men can't 
but with (Job 3.25.) have a Secret, bottom-fear of loſing all, from the 
Periſhing nature of all, therein, All there, is gotten, and kept, 
with ſore Travel, and Vexation ; and then, leavesa Man (after all 
his Labour, Sorrow, and Trouble, Anxiety, and 4iſquietment ) in E+ 
ternal Vexation of Spirit. 


Verſ: VII. Then T1 returned, and I ſaw Vanity under the Sun. 
What Vanity ? This. 


Verl. VIIL 
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Verſ. VIII. There i one alone, and there is not 4 ſecond ; yea, he hath 
neither Child nor Brother : Tet is there no end of all his Labour, 
neither is his Eye ſatisfied with Riches; neither ſaith he, For 
whom do I Labour anda Bereave my Soul of good? This walſo 
Vanity ; yea, it s a fore Travel, 


Here's another Similitude or Compariſon, to maniteſt the truth, 
already {poken to. In Letter, Solomon Character s the Vanity and 
Folly of the Covetous Man, that Toil'sand Labours wholly for the 
Litteral Wealth of this World, when deftitute of any Heir, Child, 
or Brother, to Inherit the ſame ; any ſecond,to Succeed, and enjoy it, 
after him. Tet, grow's he dayly, more and more S olicitous, about heap- 
ing up, and encreaſing this lowelt ſort of worldly Riches, as he draw's 
neerer his Journey's end, Death. The leſs he needs, the more 
Covetous and Raking is he, to heap up ſuch Treaſure ; the more 
Tenacious and Churliſh, as to the tree parting with any thing, to 
thoſe that want. This is familiar to common Obſervation. Thus, 
is Vanity and Folly Written out, in all his Fooliſh Labours, Solici- 
tud's,Carking Thoughts,and Sharking PraCtices,to heap up Wealth 
in his laſt day's, which render's them his worſt ; his Litteral latter 
end, worlſe then his beginning, or any other part of his Vain, Sha- 
dowy Life in this World. All he Labours for,is but Vanity of Vanities, 
> 4 of Shadows, Figures of the inward, Myſtical, Laodicean 
Riches, heap'd up in the fruitful exerciſe of our own nature, in a 
firſt-covenant righteous Life.. All's but Shadow, and periſhing Va- 
nity, one and t'other. All that are for either, walk iz a Spirit of 
Darkneſs, as to all Goſpel things and truths, i 4 vain ſhew, difquiet- 
ing themſelves inwvain, in direCt contradiction to Chriſt's own Coun» 
lel, and Irrefragable Arguments for it ; Mar.6.25-34. 

Inevery Circumſtance of the Litteral Rich, Covetous Man, does 
Solomon Repreſent the Myſtical, in all the inward Riches, Glory, 
Comelineſs, and Fruitfulneſs of his reſtor*d, righteous natural Spirit, 
which, at beſt, is but a fading flower, and he therein, altogether Va- 
nity ; lighter, worſe then Vanity it elf ; leſs then nothing. All the 
Ruſty Myſtical and Litteral worldly Mammon of Wnrighteouſneſs, 
heap'd up in a Spirit of Exmity to God, will be found by the final —__ 
92 ers 
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ſors and Poſſeſſors thereof (with their Morh-eaten Carments, or filthy, 
ragged firſt-Covenant Righteouſneſs) to Teſtify againſt them, for their 
Folly, in truſting thereto, tor acceptance with him, at laſt day, againſt 
all his faithful warnings, and their own experiences, tothe contra- 
ry; Mat.6.19,20. Jam.5.1-3. The only profitable uſe of the ſaid 
twofold Hnrighteous Mammon, according to the command of the gi- 
ver, is the giving all up (with themſelves) to his diſpoſal, to do 
with them and that, as ſeem's good in his ſight. For, then will God 
and Chriſt beſtow upon them, that durable Lite and true Riches, 
in which rhey will ever be own'd by them, as Friends of both; and 
they, to them. Luk. 16. 9. This making themſelvs Friends of the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſne/s or the Unrighteons Riches, is the only 
way for the gaining of the true Riches, i which they'l find their own 
again with Uſury, and be received into Everlaſting Habitations, even 
Manſions of Glory, in the Fathers Houſe, 
But, of the two, the myſtical rich man is in a ſtate of deeper vanity, 
and ſorer travel, than the Litteral. And,heis at the ſame loſs ; has 
no Heir or Second, Child or Brother. He cannot, without ſelf-deceiv- 
ing, propound any good end to himſelf, in his diſtintt higher ſcene 
of Vanities, beyond the litteral covetous rich man, as the iſſue and 
reſult of all his labour and travel, therein. For, his Riches are equally 
periſhable as the others. And he has no Heir, to inherit them, more 
then the other. They are both and all under the ſame impoſſibility 
of ever finding any true content or ſatisfaQtion in their Riches. They 
Both fall under the ſame juſt Judgement of God ( for doting upon, 
inordinately labouring for,and coveting after ſuch fading Riches) b 
which,they are given up to, and cauſed more and more to encreaſe 
in their unſatiable deſire after, and love to them. And fo, are the 
gradually, more and more alienated from God,and his durable Life, 
Riches, Food, and Clothing, till abſolutely fixed in unchangable En- 
mity to all. The whole deſignand courſe, then, of both theſe ſorts 
of Rich Men, who Trade wholly in Vanities, is down-right mad- 
nels. 

Two things are, here, diſtinctly to be conſidered. 


Firſt, What's meant by the unprofitable Labourer and Labour, 
reproved here ? 


Secondly, 


=_ ad wed ws ws oC cc PO TX. 


1. - 

Secondly , What, by the'taid Labourer's being deſtitute of an 
heir ? 

To the firſt, Man's Immortal Spirit is the Labourer. His unprofi- 
table fooliſh Labour, is the whole Deſire, Thought, Word,and ACti- 
on of it, in a reſtor'd fir{t-creation or firſt-covenant-Life. All this 
Life, Action, Deſire, Thought, and 7 hings thereof, the T ree with the 
Fruit, is but a lump of periſhing Vanities, Shadows, meer Imperti- 
nencies and Nullities, as to any thing of (or conducibleneſs towards) 
the true bleſſedneſs of man's Immortal being. For his heart, labour, 
tug, toil, and lay about him while he will ; do what he can,he never 
arrives at the enjoyment and poſſeſſion of any good,that exceed's the 
ſphere of vanities. T he fleſhly T ree,with the Fruit; Root with the Branch, 
as to any goodneſs thereof, will be burnt up,and vaniſh away.And then, 
will all that truſt therein, be left in the moſt deſtitute, helpleſs condi- 
tion, imaginable,to eternity. No Creature can ſecure or deliver them 
from being torn in pieces, by their Creator's wrath; P/.50.22.None 
of their fellow-rebels, humane or — Rocks or Mountains, 
Principalities or Powers of this World, can (helter or hide them, or enable 
them to ſtand before himwhen the great day of his wrath is come ;, Rev. 6. 
15-17. Yea, thoſe Supream Rocks and Mountainous firſt-Creation 
Powers of Darkneſs, the evil _ roud Man's proud helpers a- 
gainſt God, ſhall not themſelvs be able to keep upon their feet, in 
their unchangable hoſtility to him ; but ſtoop, and lie down for ever, 
with all their children of pride, from amongſt men, «nder the ſame final 
wrath of God ; Job. 9. 13. The whole myſtical and lftteral Babylon, 
King and SubjeCts,will all go to wrack,into eternal Confuſion, x 
neſs, and death, under wrath. This will be the end, alſuch proud, 
covetous, boaſting, traiterons, heady, high-minded deſpiſers of Chrit, do- 
minion and Government, will come to; 2 Tim. 3. 2-4. Thoſe that fi— 
nally reſiſt the Government of God, delegated to the Man Chriſt, will 
receive final damnation; Rom. 13.1, 2. 2 Pet. 2.10. Jude 8, What 
Man (that deſerv's to be reckon'd in his wits) can think any poſſible 
Labours in his own Life of enmity to God ( and that Þirit of Grace, 
in which alone any can be. ſaved) can ſignify any thing, towards 
his trueReſt, or Bleſſedneſs? Can he ever be bleſſed in his. deeds of 
the Law, that does all in a ſpirit of enmity to God and his Goſpel-Life ? 
©! >*2ndoes, or teaches others, in his own wiſdom, finally perſiſt 
ne 
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ing there, gives not the leaſt aim towards the Saints Everlaſting 
REST ; but, tends wholly to a fixing them 1n an (unchangable 
enmity to God, and ) everlaſting excluſion from it. Such Preachers 
do ſhut up the Kjn2 dom of Heaven, exclude and deteſt the Righteouſ- 
»e(s of God, In a perfeCt contrariety to their Judge's own counſel ; 
Mat. 6. 33, Hence, will that moſt righteous Judge ( who, it follow- 
ed, obey*d and liſfned to, would be their Advocate, to plead their 
Cauſe with the Father ; 1 Joh. 2.1.) intercede againit them, as his 
implacable Adverſaries. They that hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
will not be perſwaded though one roſe from the atad; Luke 16. 31. Be 
willing and obedient to the ſpiritual Counſel of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets; and, alls ſafe. The Jewiſh Teachers and Profeſſors wilful- 


ly miſgd and rejettedall the ſpiritual counſel and ſenſe of their own- 


Prophets, whom they highly pretended to obey and follow. When 
Chriſt, the great Maſter Prophet came to work with them, 
they were found in direct Enmity and contradiction to them, and 
him. He finds, and unanſwerably proves them to be Infidels or Un- 
believers, as toall the Spiritual Goſpel-meaning of Moſes and the 
Prophets. If ye believe not Moſes*'s Writings, fay's he, How ſhall ye 
believe my words? Joh. 5. 45--47. Both Chriſt and they appealed 
70 the Lawand to the Teſtimony. The whole Controverly lay (and 
{till lies) 1n the right underſtanding it. So found he, and proved 
them flat enemies to Moſes, and himſelf, the true Accompliſher of 
all the ſignificant Types, Shadows, Ceremonies, Sacrifices, Com- 
mands, Ordinances , St2rutes , Judgments, and Inſtitutions, that 
Mzfes under his Conduct, taught and writ. Such ſelf-confident Pro- 
feſſors, when the Viſor 1s taken of}, are found Infidels, as to the Gol- 
pel-ſenſe of all Scripture. Chriſt astd the Lawyer, enquiring after E- 
ternal Life; What's written in the Law ? How readeſt thou? Theſe are 
two Lueſtions. As to the firſt, about the Letter of the Law, this 
they were preſently agreed on. But, How readeſt, or underſtandeſt 
thou this Law ? In the firſt-covenant wiſdom of Man, or new-cove- 
nant wiſdom of God ? Here ariſes all the Diſpute and difference ; 
about the reading. As to the firlt a" about the Letter, Chri 

granted he anſwered right. Do this, and thouſhalt live, (aid he, that 15, 
have Eternal Life; the thing queried. Both the Lawyer ( Luke 10, 
25--29.) and the young Man, 1n like caſe ( Mat. 19. 16--20.) —_— 

an 


[ 143 ] 

and ready zo juſtify themſelvs, reckou'd all this, already done by thimw. 
But indeed, nothing. For, 'tis not 1n the firſt-Covenant Spirit of 
the Law, but new-Covenant Spirit of the Goſpel, any can anſwer 
the true meaning of the Law ; as Auſtiz ſaid. Both Lawyer and 
Young Maa loved themſelvs in the fading Law-Life of their own 
nature, 0 the Lord their God,at all,in theeverlaſting Goſpel-Life of 
his ſpirit of Grace. This is CharaCtred, in its own Oracles, by the 
word, or title, Love ( 1 Cor. 13.) as unchangably loving, and be- 

loved of God. So, is poſitively afſerted to be the fulfiller of the whole 
Law (Rom. 13.9, 10.) onallaccounts, toall intents and purpoſes, 
to God's well-plealing, and Man's Salvation, in the comprehenſive 
litteral and myſtical meaning, ſenſe,and requirings thereof, towards 
God or Man. The terms, on which *tis poſſible (according to the 
methodsand appointments of God's Wiſdom ) for any to receive 
and be poſſeſs'd of this Golpel-ſpirit (or principle of Life, Deſire, 
Thought, Word, and Attion) being rejected, and the Law-ſpirit 
of Nature kept up alive, in which *tis impoſſible to do any of the 
things required, for eternal Life; what muſt ſuch ſelf-confident, 
vain boaſters come to ?In their own Law-ſpirit, at beſt (from which 
enmity to God is inſeparable, fince the fall) in ſtead of loving the 
Lord their God with all their heart, ſoul, ſrength, and mind, and their 

Neighbour as themſelves, they®l be found to hate both God and his 

new-creature Goſpel-ſpirit, the ſupream myſtical Neighbour and 

Friend of God and Man, in perſonal union with God, and offering, 
perſonal Union with its ſelf, unto Man. And, if unchangably fix'd 

in their Law-ſpirit, they'l, with the fallen Angel , Hate the Lord 

their God, and their ſaid Neighbour, with all their heart, ſoul, ſtrength, 

and mind. All their good words, and fair ſpeeches, by which they de- 

ceive themſelvs, and ſimple, undiſcerning hearers { Roms: 16. 18. ) 

all their plauſible pretences of love to God, Chriſt, and his Goſpel- 
Truths(by which they palliate their evil matters)will not ſerve their 

turn, 

This great Myſtical Neighbour, Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit, called 
LOVE, is the Fountain Creature-Vine-T ree, that brings forth right 
Fruit, true Wine, cheering to the Hearts of God and Man, as in 0+ 
thams Parable ; Jug. 3- Chriſt, in our fleſhly nature and fa- 
ding firſt-Covenant Law-Lite thereof, would not "leave this righs 
and: 
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and true, ſteddy, conſtant Goſpel-Spirit (Pſ.51.10.) of Everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, in which alone, he 1s to Reign, fo go robe Promoted 
over the Law-Trees (Inferiour to that pure and ſpotlelly pertect Law- 
Life, in himſelf ) to wit, Scribs, Phariſes, and Profeſling Fews, the 
Myſtical Princes of this World, that Crucified their true Kijng, for 
owning himſelfin his Reigning Goſpel-Spirit of Life ; and,becaule he 
would not be their talle K/zg, in his Law-Spirit and Lite, as they 
deſired, yea, would have forc'd him tobe ; Jo.6.15. This had ſpoid 
all. For had he ſo done, he had quitted the true reigning ſpirit, for 
a falſe ; the Goſpel, for a Law-ſpirit, as they did, and Devils have 
done, in unchangable Rebellion againſt the true Kzng Fe/wus, and 
God moſt High. He would not thus quit the true Y7ze-T ree, his 
Goſpel-Spirit, the Wine or Fruits whereof, are cheering ( or delight- 
ful) to God aud Man ( Spiritual Men ) to be promoted over Men, as 
Myſtical firſt-Covenant Trees, in Holy Fleſh, Trees of good and evil, 
in Enmity and Rebellion againſt both God, and Ceſar, the Jew's then 
worldly Soveraign, at Rome. Yet, even they, that would have made 
him ſuch a Kjng, Crucified him becauſe he would not be ſuch a 
King, as had bin an Enemy to Ceſar ; and, told Pilate himſelf to his 
Face, if he let him go, he was not Celar's Friend ; Jo.19.12. They Mor- 
tally hated him for making (or owning) himſelf a Kjne, in the Spi- 
rit of the World to come (that Pilate ſaw and declared to their Faces, 
w4s no fault, at all, againſt Ceſar ) and for not owning himſelf a King 
in that Law-Spirit of this World, in which he had bin an Enemy 
ro God, and Ceſar too. Yet, in a Tumultuous Vociferation, and 
moſt Brutiſh, Irrational Out-cry, admitting of no diſtinQtion, the 
general Word King, fſerv'd their turn to Proclaim him an Enemy 
ro Ceſar; and to get Ceſar's Romane Officer, Pilate,#o Crucify him, as 
King of the Jews. Whoſoever makes himſelf a Kjng ( m any ſenſe, 
tell not us of Niceties and Diſtinctions, a King is a King, and there's 
anend ont) ſpeaks againſt Celar. And, we have no Kyng but Ceſar, 
ſay thele very Jews, that would have ſet up Chriſt, a King, againſt 
Ceſar. See ye, how matters go, between Heathen Ma iRrars and 
firſt-Covenant Brethren, againſt Chriſt and the ſecond? A plain 
caſe. What unutterable Confuſion, Blindneſs, and Madneſs, on 
all hands? Pilat's Conſcience, and his Wive's Dream, are againſt med- 
dling with Chriſf, Yet the Fews Out-cry, Crucify him, Crucify him, 

Carries 
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carries it, without any reaſon given ; and Crucified he was. And, the 
Spiritual Servant maſt not look to fare better then his Lord, What evil 
hath he done ? Said Pilate. Not a word, to that queſtion. But, they 
cried out the more, ſaying, let him be Crucified , Mat.27.22,23. Stark 
Madneſs ! But, 

To the ſecond Query. What's meantby the faid Frivolous, Vain, 
Carking, Sharking, Covetous, Unreaſonable, Unprofitable La- 
bourer's being deſtitute of an Heir ? This. Man's whole Immortal 
being, in 4 Reſurreition of Damnation (Jo.5.29.) will have nothing 
of gaod, to Inherit. T his ſecond Child, that ſball tand wp, forever, 
in hu ſtead (v.15.) inanImmortality of being (which, in thetrue 
Saint, will haveeverlaſting Life, ſoy and Blefſedneſs ; even God him- 
ſelf, for his Inheritance) p#l, for ever, be laid down in Sorrow, under 
the Poſitive Inflictions of Wrath, in unutterable Torment and YVex- 
ation of Spirit, Inheriting Everlaſting Darkneſs and Death. So, 
will this Covetous worldling, doting wholly upon Vain, Falſe, 
Deceitful, Worldly Riches, Litteral or Myſtical (and, as wholly 
Negletting, ms A and Rejetting the true ) find »o Heir to Inhe- 
rit, no Child, Brother, or Second, that will have any of that fadi 
good, to Relieve or Comfort him, for ever. Whoever has zo ſe- 
cond, no younger, Spiritual Brother, in his perſon, no true Heir of 
Salvation ( that will help and fetch »p hiz natural, elder, firſt-Cove- 
nant, Law-Brother, into his »ewneſs of Life, Golpel-Life will fad 
himſelf undone, to all Intents and Purpoſes, for ever. T he O/d Man, 
or ElderBrother, left alone (by his own choice, and Gods Righte- 
ous Judgment) to ſhift for himſelf, will find himſelf (in « Reſurre- 
Hion of Damnation, and Immortality of his whole being, Body, Sow, 
and Spirit) an Heir only of God's Wrath; a Diſmal Inheri- 
tance! But, inthe true Saint (Holy as God is Holy, Pare as Chri 
is Pare (that is, unchangably) as Partaker of Chriſt's, of God's 
Everlaſting Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ) is found a younger, Spi- 
ritual Brother, that will fetch up the Elder into the ſame Everlaſting 
Righteous Life, with it ſelf. And fo, will Crown all the Righte- 
ous Laboursof the natural, Elder Brother (or Old Man, in his Law- 
Life, and oature) with « Glory never tobe done away, ix an Immor- 
tal Goſpel-Life, with Chriſt in God ; a Life, ſuted to his Immortal 
being. He that ſpares and ſeves his © of'Enmity to God, 

from 


[ 146 ] 

from the Death of the Croſs, will loſe it, in Eternal Death. He thay 
obediently delivers it up roa Temporal Death, will find it 4g ein, with 
Uſury,. in Eternal Life. Theſe are of the true and faithful Sayings of 
Chriſt's Spiritual Law of Liberty ; Mat.16.25. T his is the one thing ne- 
ceſſary, for the rendring Man truly acceptable to God, or table 
to himſelf (a true and right Herr of the Kingdom) even the true Se- 
corid, Child, or Brother, Son and Heir. © The Old Man ; or Man, ia 
his old, natural Spirit, Life, and State (in whatever Variety of 
Condition, found) isunder an abſolute impoſlibility of ever finding 
true Reſt, Food, or SatisfaCtion, after whuch he has bin (allalo 

his day in this World) Covetingand Labouring. Ina wiltull blind: 
neſs, Inadvertency, and = = nphr _ allow = _ Heart 
or Underſtanding, anyfair Play, 10g , and 
conlidering his own Fol . He aves not 10 be fs in his Hears ; 
for whom do I Labour, ana to what end do I bereeve wy Soul of good? 
Andall this, under a {elf-Condemaing Light,which telPs me, all, I 
am Treaſuring up and Labonuring about, 1s but a heap of Periſhing 
Vanities. From inordinate love to, and evil Concupiſcence atter 
»his, ſhall Iturn from, hate (and fo, bereave wy Soul of ) that bleſs 
ſed new-Creation-Life, convincingly ſhew?d and offered me by God, 
that would render me everlaſtingly bleſſed? Unexpreſſible Madneſs ! 
Shall Ichuſe _ _ my Tk reefs, — Vexati- 
0 In ng 0 Stealing from,and mg God 

Ms ol Tith's and G rings; withholding my nature, _ W 


crifice and Death ? Shall I, with Eſau, greed#ly chuſe and dote upon 


*zy own fir{t-Creation Morel, and lofe the new-Creation Bireh-righe ; 
while the true Spiritual Facob'*s get, and goaway with all ?_It m_ 
ly concerns Man, thus to commune with his own Heart, andalkter hi 
vain Courſe, for fo great Sabuation as is offer d him. 


Verſ. IX. Two are better then one ; becauſe they have a good reward 
for their Labour. ens, 


The Birth of new-Creature Life, in the true Saint, makes, with 
his natural Man, the two that are better then one ; or, then thenatural 
Man, fingle and alone, however Perfe&t, W3/e, Strove, Honoure- 
ble and Glorious. The natural Man of the Saint, is, by his Spiritual 
(under 
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ſander and withtheFouttain-Spirit of Life in Chrift) fetch'd up,by 
of Dearh and" RefurroQtion;''intd the everlaſting Life of the 
ritual, in lieu of 'irs fading natural. This, compleared, the 
whole perſon is Spiritual. | I live, yet not I; but Chrift, in me ; ſay's 
Paul ; Gal. 2. 20. He had the two, better then owe ; He, and the i: 
rit of Chriſt. By the death of nature, 4 to its own Law-Life, and 
quickning of irup, into Chriſt's Goſpel-Life, the Spirit of Chriſt 
hves inthe whole Saint, and he 1n it, ashisRuler, Lord, and King. 
But, Man alone, in his own nature, however Wiſe and Righreous, 
will find himſelf, -at length, not only deſtitute of, but in unchan- 
gable Enmity-to thac ſpiritof Chriſt, in which alone any can be fa- 
ved,” The natural Man; in his 'bwr Uhcrucified! Will, and felf- 
choſen Lourſe: therein; remain's ſingle andalone; to his final ruine; 
The reaſon, why the faid zwo are berterthen one, is, becauſe they have 
« good Reward for their Labow. Man, fixed in hisown Life and way, 
indſo, inEnmity to God; 'what' reward can he expe, but final 
Wrath, as the meet Recompence of hit Erronr © Ont the Obedient death 
of nature (in which # vopledſe'God, in y thing) isman 

rais'd into that ne of m— in —_ .— aS1 ible _— to 
im, in every thing. The Reward of this, be the full enjoy- 
and der Via of God, fievers f 


1 is F | | | 
—Verſ.-X" For if they fall,” the one will lifh up his Fellow; but Wo 
n ons ron alone, whin he falleth : F0 b: hk ner aneties bul 

m up. | 


The Goſpel-Spirit of Chriſt, in the Saint, rakes his whole natu- 
ral Man / (partly-Crucified; a partly not.) mto its care and 'Pro- 
tection. » And fo, the Fountairy) Go irit; in Chriſt timſelf, 
takes the whole Man of the Saint into its ProteCtion, under the co- 
vering Shadow' and Cheriſhing ence of 'its twofold Cherwbin- 
Wings, as alſo under the joynt regard andeare of his Infinite 
in 
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the Counterworkings of his Rebellious, and .(in part) uncrucified 
natural Mind or Man, which will, to its laſt Gaſp, without any 
Interruption, fight againſt God, and his Spiritual. Till all the 
Myſtical Nervs and Bones thereof be cut afunder and broken, all 
the Life and Strength thereof, utterly Extinguiſh'd and Aboliſh'd, 
is it a perpetual Warrier againſt the Spirit of Chriſt, in himſelf and 
Saints. Paul found this Abby as A is own Houſe, this Carnal Mind 
of Enmity, about him, long after his Goſpel-Converſion, and true 
Spiritual Saint-ſhip. Ro.7.15-23. On this, he Cries out, O Wrezrch- 
x. Man that I am, who ſhall dw me from this body of death? v. 24, 
This Enemy, within the Saint, till fully run down into Death, ex- 
poſes him to frequent Slipps, and ſore Miſcarriages, asin David, So- 
lomon, and other Saints, has bin evident. But, #hat that's Born of 
God, in them, and never Sin's, recovers their oy Miſcarrying 

,C 


natural Man, or Spirit (by a gradual, and at len total death- 
work thereof, upon it) into Harmony with it rift, and God 
moſt high, in 4 »ewneſs of Life, for evermore. This War of Spirit 
againſt Fleſb oye” v- 7.) is not finiſh'd, but by the total death of 
ihe fleſhly Mind. Fleſp will not leave fighting, till dead ; and there- 
fore, ought not Spirit (or the Spiritual Man in the Saint): leave off 
Fighting, while any thing of Lite is left in it. The continually fig- 
ning natural Spirit, till fully Crucified, will, in the courſe #f its 
own will, need dayly forgiveneſs, as well as an offending Brother, even 
ro Seventy-timesſeven ; Mat.18.21,22, Throughthe Propitiatory co- 


'vering-Mercy-Seat, which, Spiritual Life brings the Saint under, 


God fo looks on his Obedient Spiritual Man, as not to Impute to 
him, the daily Sins of hisnatural ; Re.4.7,8. Thus, is the Spiritu- 
al Man, alfo, under Chriſt, 4 4covering Shadow to the natural, in 
the ſame perſon, and qualified #9 help wp, or recover it ont of all its fail. 
ings, and Beck/liding-Steps. The Spiritual Man, under the Holy 
Anointing, is, tothe Decay'd,- Old, Gray-headed, -Crucified natu- 
ral, the Ol, David Pray'd for (Plal.71.9.18;) that gives a 
new Verdure and freſh Luſtre to the whole perſon of the Saint} 
8 Glory that excells, and remains, for ever. Thus, on all accounts, 
to wit, the Sins of the guilty naturalSpirit (or, the Myſtical Gray 
Hairs, .decay's, Old Ageand Death, brought upon it- (by the de- 
moliſhing, Crucifying-work of Chriſt and the Spiritual, — 
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cure) the ſpiritual is ready at hand #0 help it up, out of all falls, in 
his life-time ; and out of that grave or death, that extinguiſhes all 
wer of finning, or falling, in him. Chriſt and the ſpiritual man, 
beech him up, into an everlaſting harmony with them, in their new- 
xeſs of Life. 


T. But, wo to him that is alone, when he falleth : for, he hath not ano- 
ther, to help him up. 


Here's the deplorable condition of all, fixed in the life of nature ; 
and fo, in unchangable enmity to the ſpirit of grace, that's the only 
meet helper and lifter up of the natural ſpirit,out ofall its falls, Sub- 
mitting to the death of the natural Man, is the only way, by which 
the Saint receives that ſpiritual Life, that can help it at all 
dead lifts, out of its falls ; and out of that death ( that's the only 
Cure of all evil, init) into its never-linning Lite. When Man 
chooſes his fading creature-life, before God's ; and God, in judge- 
ment on him, gives him his choice, or, e/uſes his deluſions (114.66.4.) 
Who can help him up ? If God be againſt him, who can be for him? 
Himſelf, he cannot help. He is gone, then, on all hands. All that 
fically refuſe the terms of receiving the ſpirit of Grace, rejett it. 
Andall, that wilfully rejeC it, God will rejed#,withall (heir falſe con- 
fiaences in their own. He will ſwear in wrath, they ſhall never enter into 
hiereſt. What then can they ſay, or do ? or, any. other, for them ? 
—_— or can helpthem up, whea fallen under the final wrath 
0 : 


Verſ. XI. Again, ? Cds art then they have heat : but, how 
can owe be warm ? | x | 

The natural man of the Saint, receives light and warmth from 
the ſpiritual, as faſt as baptiz'd, transform'd, and rais'd into.a mar. 
riage-union With it, in its-Life, and ſo made an equal yoke-fellow to 
it, under Chriſt's moſt ealy and delightful yoke, roment, 
over both. As faſt as.the natural and ſpiritual man, of the Saint, 
come to @ right conjugal union, ah Fane ay ur hed eos iy 
cony 


bye, with mutual delight and fatisfaQion in one another, for LS 
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A moſt comfortable ſpiritual warmth, and cheriſhing influence from 
Chriſt,does the Saint find in this myſtical marriage-union with him, 
figured by the litteral ; Eph. 5. 22-32. Chriſt and the Saint are ove 


ſ[pirit ;, as man and mis one fleſh. 1 Cor. 6. 16, 17. Chriſt is head to all 


ſaints, and every faint : They, members of his myj} ical body, fleſp and 
bores. So, is Chriſt's ſpiritual ſtate of life and headihip, and laints re- 
lation to him therein, expreſſed in the very words ot the figurative 
litteral headſhip and relation of the man to the woman.. The mar- 
riage-union of the ſaint with Chriſt, and their mutual love therein, 
is indiſſoluble and everlaſting, becauſe founded in a ſpirit of everlait- 
ing righteouſneſs,and love. Saints are everlaſtingl Chnftend moſt 
delightfully obedient to him : and he,moſt delighttully kind to them, 
beyond all words, for ever. | 
God, having, from Everlaſting, ſetup his Creature-Son, the Spi- 
ritual or ſecond Adaw, Creator of the firſt ( the natural ſtate was 
firſt in Creatures, Angels and Men ; afterward, that which is ſpirk 
tual, in the Life of the Creator ) he mo meet he ſhould have a 
Wite, asis figured in what he ſaw meet, for the firſt Adam, who had 
a litteral Woman, taken, and form'd out of his own Body ; Gen. 2. 
20--24. This Wife, taken out of Chriſt, Spirit of his Spirit, is, from 
the borrowed Language of the Litteral, faid to be Boze of his bone, 
ard fleſh of his fleſh. The infinite divine King, that ſet up his Crea- 
ture-Son from Everlaſting, did, from the {aid everlaſting, appoint a 
Marriage for him, and a Wedding-feaſt, to which all Men and An- 
gels have been invited. But abundance of both, refuſe to come. 
For, through their willful folly, are they found unchangable haters 
of the Bridegroom, Bride, and Feaſt ; all the diet, the never periſhing 
meats, at the heavenly Table and Marriage Supper of the Lamb, in 
the Kingdom of his Father. All the proud, fuffing, ſelf-exalting 
party of Angels and Men, drive another Trade ; are at their world- 
ly Farming, and Merchandiſe, labouring for, feeding on,and wholly 
Slightin themſelys in a Life, « Belly and Meats, deſires, and de- 
ſirables, that will all periſh and be deftroy'd, in God's final wrath u 
ſuch wicked wilfull abuſers of a ren them, in the firſt-creation, 
againſt Godand all his things, in the ſecond, Bur, all fuch Men and 
Angels, as ſubmit tothe death of the firſt, for the Life of God in the 
ſecond, will be admitted in their true Wedding Garment { the ever» 
clean 
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clean Linnen, the everlaſting Righteouſnels of true Saint-ſhip ) ro rhe 
Marriage-Supper ; Rev.19.7-9. 

Thole Men, that gladly anſwer the Lord's Heavenly Call of 
them to the ſaid marriage Ie (our of the Life of their own na- 
ture, the Myſtical Land of their Nativity, and Fathers Houſe, the 
Image of the earthy, or firſt Adam, inorder to receive theimpreſs'd 
Image, and Indeleble CharaQer of the Heavenly,” 1 Cor. 15. 49. ) ave 
the Myſtical Poor, Maim'd, Halt, and Blind (Luk.14.21.) that have 
bin content to have #he r:ght Eye (or beſt underſtanding and light of 
their own nature) pluck'd out, cut off, aud caft away from them ; and 
ſo, their right Hand, axd Foot (or beſt Power of working and walk- 
ing, ina futableneſs tothat Light, - or diQtat*s and ruling Power of 
that underſtanding) c## off. Their Obedient! Sacrified, Slain, 
Crucified earthly nature is rais'd into the Everlaſting righteous Hea- 
vealy Life of Chriſt, God's and their Sacrificing High-Prieſt, in 
which they are fitted to enter into the Kingdom 0 , and drink 
Wine with Chriſt, for ever, therein. All, whoſe Palate and Ap- 
petitesare tuned, only, for Perifhing Meats (firſt-Creation diet, $4- 


tans and Eſar's Morſe!) do light the true Manna, as Light, con- 
ing and 


temptible Bread, Typed by the Rebellious _ ſlig 
loathing the Literal ; Num.21.5. They are direQly of Satan's tem- 
per __ palate ; ſavor only the firit-creation things of Man ( or An- 
gel) not new-Creation chives of Chriſt a»4 Goda; Mat.16.23. Nei- 
ther did the infinite Divine Father need a Creature-Son ; nor that 
Son, a Wife, as properly any gain or advantage to either. To be 
ſure, pure Divinity 15 infinitely bleſſed in it ſelf, above all poſfibili- 
ty.of Addition or Diminution, by any thing that ever Angels or 
Men can'be, do, or fay, toEternity. And, as for the advantages. 
of the Spiritual Marriage-Union with his Creature-Son, they do all 
redound to his Myſtical Spouſes, Elect Angels and Men. For the 
accompliſhing of God's deſigns of loye to his Creatures, his infinite 
Wiſdom ſaw 1t meet, his Son ſhould have a certain number of them 
(though comparatively with them that Perth, in the bro«d way, few, 
yet, an Innumerable Myltitude Rev.7.9.) as an Aggregate Body, or 
one Myſtical Womanand Spouſe, 1n general, wholies warm inthe: 
Bolome of the Heavenly Creature-Son : 4s he, im the boſome of the 
infinite Divine Father. But, beſides this General, has Chriſt a Se- 
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let number out of the Ele, which makeup the paoutins Spouſe and 
Bride, the Lamb's Wife , Rev.21.9. But, natural Man and Angel, 
chuſing to abide ſingle and alone, in their own nature, not only 
vaſtly diſtant from; but in unchangable Enmity to both Divine-Fa- 
ther, and Creature-Son, will find themſelvs 1n a cold, ſtarvling 
condition, for ever, in Eternal Death, deſtitute of all comfortin 

warmth, under the Tormenting, Scorching heat of God's fiery Indig- 
nation upon them, for ever. On the other hand, Saints have the heat 
«2d Comforting warmth of their Divine Lordand Creature-Hwsband, 
as Scituated under the direCt, ſtrong, and cleer Beamings forth of 
the Divine and new-Creature Suns of infinite, and Everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, upon them, as the higheſt SatisfaQtion imaginable, 
to them, for evermore. By perſonal Union with the Creature-Son, 
that's in perſonal Union with the Divine Father, come they fully-to 
enjoy the unſearchable Riches of their Husband's Glorious perſon, his 
conjunQive Divine and Creature-Glortes, with everlaſting ſatety, 
and Comfort, Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. Through the 
Tranſcendent cheriſhing influence and warmth of { Divine and e- 
verlaſting Creature-Sun, in Chriſt's perſon, will they bring forth 
the fruits of his ſpirit, offer up the Spiritual Sacrifices of Praiſe and 
Thanks-giving, acceptable to God, by Jeſus Chriſt, for evermore. 
There's no durable warmth, or Comfort from Chriſt, to be had, in 
a firſt-Covenant Marriage-Union with him. He willdie or depart 
from them, asto that fading warmth, as known by them, only, af- 
ter the Fleſh; and rendring them, for a ſeaſon, beautiful and truit- 


ful in their own nature, will, and way. So, if not Married to him, | 


in ſpirit ; or in that Spiritual Life, into which rais'dout of the death 
of our nature, we ſhall find cold comfort at laſt ; yea, none ; yea, 
and unutterably Tormenting heat, or flaming Vengeance upon us, 
tor ever. 


Verſ. XII. And, if one prevail af him, two ſhall withſtand him ; 
and a three-fold Cord us n9t quickly broken. | 


The Saint is in perſonal, in Marriage-Union with Chriſt, in his 
irrefiitibly Mighty, Invincible Creature-ſpirit, that's in like Union 
with Infinite, Almighty Divinity. This threefold Cord who ca 

| break * 
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break ? Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? So much as to declare 
the Tranſcendent Security and Priviledges of Saints ? They are 
above all language ; yea, wonder. If Chrift, if God be on thezy ſide, 
who cax be againft them, and proſper ? How'can they be leſs then 
more then Conquerors ? Rom.8.31.37. Saints, the third and loweſt 
Link of this Chain, or Grd, are, in effeft, in the ſame ſecurity 
with the higher and highefty Chriſt and God, 1/ho (ball ſeperate 
them from the Love of Chriſt, V. 35 ? Or, from the Love of Goa, which 
4 in Chriſt Feſus our Lord? 35.39. They are ſecured from all Ene- 
mies, without or within, in Chriſts Goſpel-Spririt, that's greater 
then he that's in the World, the Devil ; 1 Jo.4.4. The Gates of Hell, 
all the ſecret Counſels and Strength of Enemies ; the Powers of dark- 
neſs, with all their Myſtery of Intquity, ſhall not prevail againſt then, 
They can diſcover all their ſecret Counſels and ProjeQs againft 
God's Spiritual 1/rae! ; as E/iba, the King of Syri2's, againſt Litteral. 
And, they can trample all their Power, under their teet, being by 
God, delivered up into their hands, as the Syria» Army into El+ 
ſbe's, to lead them blindfold, whither he pleas'd, and to do what he 
lifted, with them. Mad are- the evil Angelical Principalities and 
Powers of darkneſs, at thoſe who can difcover all their Devices, 
Wiles, Deſigns, and Projetts, for deſtroying Men ; as alſoare their 
Apoſtles and Miniſters, whenthey find the Falities of their whole 
accurſed other Goſpel, detected. ?*Tis the ſelf-ſame caſe with both 
and all of them. They are all of a knot. The ſmall number of 
Chriſt's awaK*ned Spiritual Goſpellers muſt look to be Chara&red 
bythem all, as the moſt Proud, Preſumptuous, Infolent, Cenſori- 
ous ContradiQers and Blaſphemers of alt good Men, all Goodneſs, 
and faving truth, in the whole World. This is Man's (Wile, en- 
lght'ned, firſt-Covenant Man's) - Cenſure, in Harmony with Sa- 
tan's, ny the truly Meet, and Humble, . Poor, Needy, bro- 
ken-Spirited Seed, Sheep, and Flock of Chriſt, contented, with 
Paw, to become Fools, Week and Defpicable, as to all, their Ene- 
mies put value upon. 1 Cor. 3.18. and4. 10. Enemies, not being 
able to deal with them, at Spiritual Weapons (or to Reſiſt and bear 
up againſt the Spirit and Wiſdom by which they ſpeak) (A4#.6.10.) 
have recourſe, and betake theraſetvs to other Weapons, Humane 
Laws, and outward Belluine _ to ſilence, ſupprels, and ow 
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ſtroy them, as the Profeſſing Fes ſerv'd Steven ( Act.7.57-60.) 
andas the King of Syria would have ſcrv'd Eliſha, if he could.. True 
Saints, as on the ſtrongeſt and ſureſt ſide (though the tide ſeem to 
run ſoſtrong againſt them, that there's no ſtemming it ; all viſible 
and inviſible Powers of this World, comming witha ſwift and full 
Torrent upon them, to run them down) have this tolay (by what 
the Spiritual Man or true Prophet and Seer in them, ſees) their Rock 
i not as our Rock, even our Enemies themſetus being fugges z Deut.32, 
51. Be the preſent awak*ned Spiritual Flock of Chriſt,in any Gene- 
ration, never ſo few ; yea, if there be but one ſingle Jeremy,amongſft 
the only profeſſing people of God in the whole world,and all againſt 
him, even there, Kznz, Princes, Prieſts, and People, hel be too hard 
for them all. Moe and greater {till are they that are with and for 
him, then againſt hm. They ſhall fight, but not prevail againſt thee, 
for 1am with thee, ſaith the Lord, to deliver thee. Sure, he, or they, 
that have God on their ſide, will have the beſt on't, though all the 
World be againſtthem, as indeed they always are. All Inhabitants 
of the Earth, and Sea, fixed in their own earthly Lite of nature,cor- 
rupt or righteous; Inhabitants of the Myſtical foaming Sea: and 
Land ; All worldly force, by Sea and Land, is full againſt the Saints 
of the moſt High, dwellers in Heaven, that have their affettions.and 
Hearts ſet on ines above, their Converſation in Heaven, while Bo- 
dies ſtill on Earth. The Saints Rock is the new-Creature, Goſpel- 
Spirit, the new name or Lite of Chriſt, into which they run, and are ſafe 
from all that puffe at them, and {well in an implacable mind of en. 
mity, againſt them. What Spirit then, 1s the Enemies Rock ? 
The Devil's. He has made choice of (and ſet up for himſelf and fol. 
lowers, in) all the fading Glory, Wildom, Strength, and excellency 
of the firſt-Creation ; all the Life and Power of Humane and An- 
gelical nature, as fix'd in unchangable Enmity, and uſed in a per- 

etual War, againſt God, Chrift Bleſſed, Angels, and Saints, fo 
ong as they can. (by God's Permiſſion, for moſt Wiſe and Holy 
ends, known to himſelf) hold it,, and make a Vain Tumultuous 
Busſle againſt them. The Saints Rock will be found, at winding 
up of all, to be too hard for all cheir Inhumane Enemies Rocks, viz. 
all evil Angelical Principalitiesand Powers. Their Rock will daſh 
11! theſe Rocks, to pieces. T heir Monntain or Kingdom, with Chan 
wi 
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will be eftabliſh*d in the top of their Myſtical Angelical Mountains, and 
exalted above all their Humane Hills, or vilible worldly Principalities, 
and Powers. . When wicked Men ſhall flee to their Angelical Con- 
federates and Maſters (higher, Subtler, and Stronger ther they, in 
their firſt-Creation make and nature, and ſo, the Supream "27 4b 
ation Myſtical Rocks and Mountains) to ſhelter, hide, or Prote& 
them, from the Wrath of the Lamb, the Saints Rock ; all wort do. 
They*l not be able to bear up, ſtand, or keep upon their Feet, before 
the Lamb, when the great day of his great Wrath is come. Rev.6.1 5-17. 
All ſuch Rocks ms Mountains, withall runners to them, for {afe- 
ty; all will to wrack, under theirrefiſtible Power and Wrath of the 
aints Rock, upon themall, Mountains and Hills ; or, Angels and 
Men. Then, al Proud evil Angelical helpers, with all rheir Proud, 
helped ſelf-exalting Subjects, amongſt Men, muſt all ſtoop, bow, 
and lie down wander his and his Saints Feet, for ever. Chriſt will not 
withdraw his anger, but cauſe it to reſt on them all, for ever, as a 
Fire never to be quench'd ; and therefore, thus it will be with them, 
look as big, and beas confident as they will, now ; Fob.9.13. Kzngs 
of the Earth, both Humane and Angelical, in their earthly firit- 
Creation make and life ; again, humane or viſible Kings of the ſaid 
Earth, and that, of two ſorts, in corrupt and Righteous earthly 
nature and life, Heathens and a profeſſing firſt-Covenant People, 
whoareall ready to lay their Heads together, and joy» Heart and 
Harid, againſt true Saints ;. a//theſe Litteral and Myitical Kzzgs can 
aeree, and conſult at one T able, how they may, both and all, rid their 
handsof, and weare out the Saints of the moſt high, by changing times 
and laws, perverting good, or eſtabliſhing evil ones, and x4 miſ- 
chief, by a Law; Dan. 11. 27.and, 7. 25. Thele Crafty Conſulters 
ſhall all be at a loſs, when Chriſt comes to ſet up his and his Saints 
Kingdom in the World, or upon the earth. His and his Saints 
Mountain or Kingdom, et up, on the top, or over the heads of all 
their Mountainous, worldly Rocks and Powers, will cruſh them all 
topieces, yea, grind them to Powder. When he takes to himſelf his 
great Power, and Reign's, will this moſt certainly be. And, then 
will he have the Univerſal Praiſes, Hoſannah's, Hallelujah's, and 
moſt joyful Acclamations of all that dwe{in Heaven, all his Saints, 
whom he'l bring (and cauſe = Reign ) with him (Jude 14.) 7 we 
2 ad sz 
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find ; Rev.11.17. But, . even now,. during Chriſt's and his Saints 
{uffering ſeaſon, under Man's and Satan's domineering Reign, he 
ſuffer's neither of theſe viſible or invifible Powers, without, to do 
any thing to his Saints, but what's exactly conducible to their true 
go0d,. the deſtruQion of their Fleſh, or {laying all Enemies within 
them, the Foes of their own Houſe, the. deſires, thoughts, affettions 
and luſts of their natural Man. (Lite and all, at belt } which Fight and 
War againſt God aud the true intereſt of their own Souls. Theſe com- 
bin'd Enemies, Devils and Men, are the wicked, Chriſt uſes, as his 
Hand and Sword ( Plal.17.13,14.) againſt the natural Man of his 


- Saints, in a pure ſerviceableneſs to their everlaſting advantage, in 


all their moſt malicious delignings and practicings againſt them, 
with intent to deftroy them, . tor ever. he Prince of this World, 
ſtrik's at Goſpel-Life and Spirit, in Saints, nor he nor his Inſtru- 
ments. can ever hit or touch. They hit only their own party in 
them, fleſh and Blood (or their natural Man, 1n the full compre- 
henſiveneſs thereof, corrupt or righteous) on the perfe&t deſtru&i- 
on whereof (under the Crols,. by their own obedient conſent and 
ſubmitting thereto) are they filled with his Spirit and Life, in the 
trreliſtible Power whereof, they will break all their Heads, and. 
trample them under their Feet. Thisis the paſs, they bring their 
matters to, in all zheir deſpite to Saints, and the Spirit of Grace, they 
are of.. A moſt comfortable conſideration, in all their Sufferings ! 
This is abundantly evident, in Job's caſe. AU he had, in the righte- 
ous Life and Wiſdomof: his own nature, was, by the Lord, put into Sa- 
tan's. Hed, or Power; Job.1.12. And, to't he goes, beſtirring him- 
ſelf, withall his Malice and Power, to deſtroy him. What was 
the Reſult ? Job's Arriving, by way of Death and ReſurreCtion 
to his fpirit, at that all-powerful ſpiritual Life, in which, to break the 
Serpent's Head ; the latter end better then his beginning. Fleſb (or 
the naturalMan, at beſt) till Crucified and ſabdued, Hurrieseven. 
true Saints, with an Impetuous, Violent Torrent of Defire or Luſt, 
after S«tax*s Periſhing Meats ; and fo, . intomany Rebellious PraCti- 
ces-againſt God, Chriſt, and their own ſpiritual: Mind ; Ro: 7. 1 5- 
23. Solomon hada larger ſadexperience. of this, then Paul; But, 
though this one. (even the-natural Spirit of the Saint, in its own 
Life,. luſt, will, and way) oft prevazl againſt him, even againſt his 
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ſpiritual mind, or man, two ſball withſtand him , even this rebellious 
fleſh, or natural man. What two ? Who are theſe ? The Fountain 
Spirit of Chriſt, in himſelf, and the quick'ned up Seedthereof (or 
Spiritual Man) in the Saint. The Rebellious natural Spirit, Satar's 
Party in the Saint, and he at the back of it ( to encourage and 
ſtrengthen it, with all variety of Arguments, Motives, Reaſons, 
and Uſes, againſt its own Saviour and Salvation) ſhall both fall 
down together, under the prevailing Power of the Spiritual Man, 
Chriſt's Party in the Saint, and he at the back of it, making up 
the bleſſed two, here. Theſe will weaken Satan's Party in the Saint, 
and, at length, quite extinguiſh all the Life, and aboliſh all the 


Power thereof; laying it in the Duſt. Then, the whole Man ſhall 


be filld with ( and actuated by ) his Spirit of Life, there's no deal- 
ing or medling, for Sztax, with. Perfect Conformity to Chriſt's - 
Death and Refurrection, is all; compleat's the Saints work, and 
deliverance from all Enemies, without and within, He that's thus 
dead, is freed from Sin, Ro.6.7. Sin, or the gulty Sinner, the na» 
tural Spirit, is dead and gone, as toitsown finning life of enmity. So 
comes 4 ceaſing from Sin, tor ever ; x Pet.4.r. Theſame mind in the 
Saint with Chriſt, for a compleat, full ſuffring in the fleſh, extin- 
guiſhesall Sinning, ſelf-deftroying Power, for ever, in him. And 
this bring's the Saint's matters to the ſelf-ſame paſſe with Chriſt's, 
when he {aid ; Now come's the Prince of this World, and hath nothing 
is me. J0.14.30. Sarau would have perſwaded Chriſt himſelf, and 
that, by an Apoſtle, to pity and ſpare his firſt-Covenant Law-Life, . 
or righteous natural ſelf : But he utterly rejeQed theſe flattering 
Fudas-Kiſles, and Smoothwords of the Enemy,which are drawn Swords, 
to Wound and Kill Men, eternally. He took not the Enemie*sCoun- 
ſel ;. but, clean contrary, brought hisown Spiritual Sword and Fire - 
upon it ; Crucified, offered it up, by a:Holy Obedient death, in Sa- 
crifice to his Fathers Will... Saints-muſt do likewiſe. They - muſt 
hate that Life in themſelvs, he Crucified in himſelf, or cannot be 
his Diſciples. But,under all plauſible appearances of kindneſs {for 
Self-Prefervation, and Salvation) does Saran animate his Party in 
Man, the Difputer of this World, to Diſpute and Contend for his own 
everlaſting jon,againſt all Chriſts Goſpel-thingsand truths. . 
By Man himſelf, does he carry on his-work, Crooks and fair, = 
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che deſtroying him, for ever. Menare, generally, in their fallen 
State of nature, Children of Wrath, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, hate- 
full to, and hating God, and one another. So, are they half Devils, 
ready (as *twere) made to Satar's hand, by his own hand, or firſt 
blow upon humane nature, in our firſt Parents. They are Enemies 
of God ; Lovers and Friends of World and Devil, in corrupt,or, in 
part, righteous nature. They are Litteral or Myſtical Aawlterers 
and Adultereſſes ; Jam.4.4. Thus weſee, Men want no more of be- 
ing compleat Deuils, as Chriſt aſſerted Judas to be (J0.6.70.,) then 
of being fixed and rendred unchangable in Enmity. They are born 
and live, -as thus forward, in the ready Rode and broad way, towards 
their everlaſting Deſ/ru&iov. And, to forward and encourage the 
re{tor'd righteous Party, in this way, there want not for a World 
of falſe Chriſt*s, and falſe Apoſtles, 1n the Counterfeit guiſe, appa- 
rel, and dreſsof the true, fitted to deceive, if poſſible, the very Elet 
Theſe evil Angelical Roaring Lions, in Chriſt's Clothing ; and Mex- 
Wotvs in the Clothing and appearance of Chriſt's true Apoſtles and 
Sheep, will, in their Lying Spirit of Divination and falſe Prophecy, 
warrant this, their very way to Salvation ; Ezek. 13. 6. Here's 
Man's dangerous condition, 0 all hands, as to his grand concern. 
In this deplorable State (theſe, almoſt, deſperate Circumſtances) 
all Menare in, does Chriſt, the true W IS DO M of God, pub- 
lickly warn and cry out, aloud, tothem all, to take heed of bein 
taken with this deceitful Doctrin of Men and Devils ; their falſe, 
accurſed, other Goſpel ; and, that they liſten to his contrary Counſel 
and InſtruCtions of Life, ſubmit to his Reproofs of Death, on that 
Spirit of nature that's deceiveable ; and fo, receive, his Spirit of 
Grace, that can never Si, or be deceived, err, or miſcarry ; but, 
certainly diſcern and ownall his words of truth ; Prov.1.20-23. See 
then and conſider, Oye Sons of Men, the different poſture ye are 
;n, towards your Blefſed Saviour, and the Abaddon, Apollyon, Red 
Drazon, and Deſtroyer. Chriſt comes to Crols and rundown fallen 
nature, as to the corrupt Luſts, and vile aftetions of Litteral S0- 
dom. This done, and nature recovered, and et afreſh, upon its 
{cet, in a rettified firſt-Creation orderly ſtate or myſtical houſe ; he 
comes again with Fire and Sword upon this, to pull it down 
and deſtroy it, 1n order to the new ſpiritual Building and Life of 
the 
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theRock. Here's all this unpleating Croſs-work, to nature, cor- 
rupt or righteous, which muſt be ſubmitted to, and obetiently 


complied with, or no Salvation. On the other hand, Satan that 


comes to deſtroy Men, finds them in a ready poſture, gladly to re- 
ceive and entertain him and all his words, his flaitering Kiſſes and 
{mooth Sayings in his accurſed other Goſpel ; all, after their own 
Hearts defire, and Palate. And, ithecan but fix them in Enmity, 
they are hisown, for ever ; direct Devils. Now,whom think you, 
like to be moſt welcome toMan, the deſtroying Saviour, or the ſa- 
my deſtroyer? Chriſt, or the Devil; the Angel or Meſſenger of 
Goas everlaſting Covenant, or the Angel of the Bottomleſs Pit ? The 
whole World (or, earthly party of mankind, corrupt or righteous) 
lieth in Wickedzeſs (1 Jo.5.19.) or, in the wicked one, the Devil ; 
liable to be uſed by him, againſt God, Chriſt, all awak'ned Spiri- 
tual Saints, and Goſpel-Truths, as Paul, wheneminent in the Law- 
Righteouſneſs of Man, was. Ready are all, ſave aQtually awak*n'd 
Spiritual Saints, to embrace his ſmooth words of Counlel (which 
are drawn Swords, to kill them, ſaw they all)- and to be at his ſer- 
vice, greedily receiving, teaching, and Hearing, the very doQrin 
of Devils, . without the leaft ſcruple, for Salvation. AU the World 
wonder and run after the Beaſt ; Rev. 13. 3. His Miniſters and Apo- 
fles are of the World (or, worldly, earthy nature and Life, in the 
Image of the earthy, the Wildom and Righteouſneſs. 'of Man). fo, 
teach only ſuch worldly things, for Salvatzon ; feat of the World; 
and the World (all of the like earthy-temper and Spirit) hear, follow. 
and Embrace their Dottrin. Down it goes, without any'chewing, 
auſe, doubt, or ſuſpition. If this DoCtrin wear Cf and 
ofe its colour, he will clothe it with the —_— of Chriſt's Spi- 
ritual, true Goſpel-DoCtrin. In this drels, he, with his Angelsand 
Apoſtles, come, as Spiritual Wickedneſses , 1m Heavenly places or like- 
neſſes, to deceive, :f poſſible, the very EletF. But,, all won't do.. The 
faid two, inand with the Saint, can pluck off all their Vizor's, de- 
tet the Mummery of theſe Wokos in Sheeps-clothing ; and, wherein 
they deal prondly and ſubtilly, will be above them, every way, at every 
turn, The new-Creature-Spirit of Chriſt, in himſelf and Saints, 
is abundantly too Wiſe and hard for them all; And then, the infi- 
nite Divine Spirit (the ſupreamtrength of all, the Fountain-Con- 
triver: 
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triver and former of the other ) makes up the Triple-League, or 
'Threefold-Cord, which ſecures the Saint, above all words or won- 
der. What think you now, of the Saint's Furniture, To fight the 
Battels of the Lord againſt the mighty, evilangelical, or humane Prin- | 
cipalities and Powers of this World? May they not fafely fay, as | 
Eliſha to his Servant, when belieg'd by the Syrian Army, in Dothan, | 
T hey that be with us, are moe than they that be with them? 2 King. 6, 
16. Our Rock, our Army, our Arms, are not as theirs,fleſhly, weak, {| 
feeble, and nothing worth, but Spiritual and mighty, in and through | 
God, invincibly ftrong and powerful, to beat, profligate, and caſt 
them all down, with all their vain imaginary ſtrong holds, high 
Places, and ſelf-exalting confidences therein ; 2 Coy. 10. 4, 5. 
The threefold Cord, here, not quickly, or caſily (yea, utterly im- 
offible, ever to be) broken, may jeem to import, firſt, the moſt 
high Union of divine Father and Son, the divine Eflence and Form 
of God. In this Union, the Three that are (imperionally as *twere) 
One, in the divine Eſſence, are diſtin&ly and perſonally three and 
One, in the infinite and purely divine Form. And ſo are they, from 
Eternity to Eternity, ineffably, the peculiar ObjeCt of their own in- | 
finite underſtanding, in a tranſcendent fublimity, above all Creati- 
on ; or Creatures, when made. The divine form, or Son of 
is the Three that are One, in a perſonal viſibility or diſcernable- | 
veſs, properly calculated and ſuited, only, to him, whoſe underſtand- 
ins is infinite, Pl. 147: 6 

The ſecond link in this threefold Chain or Cord, imported here, 
may be the Union of divine and creature-nature, in Chriſt's perſon ; | 
the divine and ſupream creature-Form, or Image of God moſt high, 
the Infinite divine Father or Efſence. 

The third and loweſt of the three Cords or Links in this golden 
Chain, is found in the unchangable Union of Chrift and Saints, in 
his new-creature-ſpirit. They are perſonally united with him, as 
he with the Father ; are one with him, 4s he and the divine Fathey are 
by 'one; Joh. 17.21--23. Thus come all things to be the Saints, as he is 
{| Chrift*s,and Chriſt God's; 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. This, have Saints, in their 
ih loweſt of theſe three unions. _—_— Second, all the _ of the 
if Godhead dwells bodily, in the Man, Chriſt ; Col.2.y. HeisP 'd of 
Fi| all divine and creature-fullnels, in abſolute perfeftion. Theſe _ 
| 0 
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fold fullneſſes make up that «ſearchable divine and creature-riches 
of his perſon , Paul preached ; Ephel. 3. 8. All creature-nature in 
Chriſt (all, below his infinite divinity ) is calPd Man. Man is a war- 
ranted Scripture-Title for all, below pure divinity, in Chriſt, and 
inall Angels and Men, good and bad. Chriſt, thus, is the Manor 
Angel Gabriel , that appeared to Daniel and Mary; Dan. 9. 21. 
Luk.1.19.26., Evil Angels are Men of fin, with their Father, the 
Devil. So are all men, that are,by them,fix'd in enmity, with them, 
And Chriſt, with two of his holy Angels, were the three Men 
that did eat of Abrams Calf, with butter and milk, under a Tree; 
and warn'd him of the near approaching deſtruttion of Sodom ; Gen. 
18. All rational, intellectual creature-nature ( natural or ſpiritu- 
al, in Creator or Creatures) is comprehended in the Word MAN. 
Saints then (by their perſonal union with the Man Chriſt, as My- 
ſtical members of that one Body he is Head to) areentitled to all the 
divine and creature-riches of his moſt glorious and wonderful per- 
ſon. Such riches therefore, do all true Goſpel-Miniſters preach , 
declare, and offer, under Chriſt,unto Men ( Epheſ. 3.8.) to all Men, 
Jews, or Gentiles ; Heathens, or a firſt-covenant People of God. 


Verſ. XIII. Better is 4 pooy and 4 wiſe Child, than an Old and fooliſh 
Kine, whowill no more be admoniſhed ( Heb. knoweth not to be 
admoniſhed, 


This LM wiſe Child, is the true Saint, as run downunder the 
Croſs, from a rich, proſperous, fruitful ſtate of his natural ſpirit,in- 
to poverty and barrenneſs; from the fading beauty, viſage,and glo- 
ry thereof, in the reſtor'd Life and Image of the Earthy, intoa weak, 
eſpicable, and (in the ſight and judgment of the ſelf-confident, flou- 
riſhing firſt-covenant Saint,in holy fleſh) ſhameful condition; yea,in 
the marrd viſage, glory, life,and wiſdom of Man (all the other looks 
upon, or truſts in, for ſalvation) the wery filth of the World, and off- 
ſourta of all things. All this, Paxl, when a Goſpel-Saint, rich, 
wile, ſtrong, and honourable in the Lord (even in that fpiri 
Life, which yet lies hid with Chriſt in God) ſeem'dto the Law-Saint. 
A, who but he, a non-ſuch was he, when an eminent Law-Sziz, in 
his own holy fleſh, or reſtor'd nature. But, when a true, Goſpel- 
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Saint, in Chriſt's Holy Spirit, a meer no body, or worſe, with them 
that ſtill are where and what he was ; his righteous Brother Phari- 
{cs, and other Profeſſours. Once, beyond them all, at Holineſs : 
now, the filth of the W orld, the off -ſconrins of all things ; r Cor. 4. 
t 3. Sce you what the Judgment of Man's V/iſdom, at belt, is, about 
perſonsor things, that belong to God ? Or, will ye never fee? Take 
heed of that. JF any had whereof to Glory (and reſt on, for Salva- 
tion) in Holy Fleſh ; Paul, more, when but there; Ph. 3.4. Juſt 
Fob's caſe, in the eye of his three Friends, far Interiour to what he 
had been, in the Light, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs of that Holy 
fleſh-ſtate of reſtored naturals, And thus is it, univerſally, with 
all true Saints, when paſſing under the Croſs, out of the Holy-fleſh 
Church or Houſe on the Sand, into God's Holy-ſpirited Church up- 
on the Rock; from a Law, to a Goſpel-Principle and State of Lite. 
David's familiar Friends and Companions 1na firſt-Covenant Houſe, 
People, or Church of God ( Intoxicated and Drunk with Satar's 
Charms, and Wine, there, in the firſt-Covenant, ſoas to deſpiſe 
Chriſt”s Kingdom-Wine in the ſecond) on his withdrawing and re- 
moval under the Croſs (upon all that Life,Principle,DoCtrin, State, 
and things of Man) for Salvation, in, the ſecond, they became his 
foreſt Enemies. 7 hey Lfred up the Heel (Heb, magnified themlelvs, 
above and ) againſt him ; Plal.41 9. Am 1 become your Enemy, ſay's 
Paul, on this very tingle account, becauſe I tell you the truth ? Preach 
a Goſpel State, to you ? Gal.4.16. David, though a King, became 
a Song of thoſe Myſtical Drunkards (Þ1.69.12.) Drunk with Satar's 
firſt Creation-Wine, that gratified their natural Palate, Belly, or 
Appetite; the Belly, that's but for ſuch Meats, as will periſh with it ; 
1 Cor.6.13. They that ſate in the Gate, ſpoke againſt him. Was not 
the great Lord and Maſter, Chriit himſelf, thus handled ? Deppiſed 
and Rejeited of Men, even his own People in the firit-Covenant, for | 
Witneiling and PraQticing the Dottrin of rhe ſecond ? 7/az. 52. 14. 
and 53-2,3. Fo.r.11. Was not Fob (the next {ignal inſtance, for 
ſuftering, to his Lord) thus handled, on the lelt-lame account, by 
his firſt-Covenant Friends,when brought under the {harp Diſciplin 
of the Croſs, in order to the ſecond ? They vex*d; they broke him 
in pacces, with reiterated, frequent, and continusd Reproaching 
Words. They mad: themſelus ftranze to him. {tity Magniſied them 
[lus 
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elvs againſt him, in pleading his Reproach, when Goa was Strippins 
him (by his Crols-work, on that State) of the fading Glory ot that 
State, and taking that Crown from his Head ( Job.19.2-19.) which he 
had long worn and enjoy 'd, 45 4 fir{t-Covenant Prince or A728 14 
the Army ( Job 29.25.) of that fort of Pſeudo-Fift-Monarchiit's. 
Thus was Poor Job deitroy'd, and gone, on cvery fide; forlaken 
and abandon'd, on all hands, by God and Men, as to any more or 
farther Comfort in that ſtate he had king'd it, in, over his fellow- 
Mortals. Hz very inward, Boſome- Friends abhory'd him. And, was 
not Paxlſo handled by his Friends, preſently after his quitring their 
Law-Principle and Houle on the Sand, for Chriſt's Gol pel-Pruciple 
and Houſe on the Rock ? The next news we hear of him, is he, 
lignally, beyond other Goſpel-Saints and Apoſtles, Perſecuted by 
Law-ſpirited Fews, at Damaſcus ; Act.9.19-25. 2 Cor. 11. 32, 33. 
What cleer, plain, undeniable inſtances are here? Who would 
think, any ſober Man (whole obſtinate will does not bribe off, Per- 
vert, ObſtruR, and deafen his underſtanding) could withſtand ſuch 
undeniable demonſtration, in this caſe ? I would. For, who be- 
liev's the report ? Who takes any ſpiritual, Goſpel-Teſtimony,with 
whatever undeniable Demonſtration, attended and Ratified ? No 
Man, in the ſingle Wiſdom of humane nature, at beſt, when made 
Wiſe, Strong, and Honourable in Chriſt, but there ; Fo. 3. 32. 1 
Cor. 4. 10. The natural Man, even in awak®ned Spiritual Saints, is 
ready and apt to wonder at this. But, retreating to the SanQtuary- 
Light of their Spiritual Man, they ſee how matters go, and 'the 
wonderment ceaſes. T he Spiritual Man, the true Watchman, Prophet, 
and Seer of God, is a Fool, Mad, a Snare, Hatred it ſelf ; Where ? 
With whom ? With 2 firſt-Covenant People, and Houſe of his God ; 
Hoſc9g.7,8. Was this alway's ſo ? Is it ſo, even now ? ( Gal. 4+29, 
will it be ſo, tothe end of this World and Sztax's Reign ? E'ne ceaſe 
wondring then, at it, O Saints of the moſt High. What ? Won- 
der at what has bin the conſtant courſe and PraRtice of Humane 
nature, inall mankind, corrupt or righteous, Popiſh or Reform'd, 
true Saints themſelvs not excepted, till unwoman'd by the Crofs, as 
to their mutable, fickle, Womaniſh Spirit of nature, and made 
attual Partakers of Chriſt*s _ Life,in his Goſpel-Spirit of Grace, 
ſpringing up from the quick*ned ———_— Seed thereof ? x Per. 
I, 23. 2 Be 
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Be not diſmay'd, to ſee the Law-Church of God, your Brethren 
in the firſt-covenant, Children, Spouſes of Chriſt as a fleſhly Bride: 


groom, in their Holy Fleſh, turning themſelvs into « Synagogue of 


Satan,and ſerving his deſigns,in perſecuting Chriſt*sGoſpel-Church, 
in his Holy Spirit ; ſitting and ſpeaking Blaſphemies, againſt them ; 
Pſal.50.20,21. Paul, when a new-Covenant, Goſpel-Saint, was a 
Fool, weak, and deſpicable to Law-Saints, in the renew'd old, 
or firſt. Theſe were ſtill Wiſe, Strong,and Honourable in Chriſt, 
after thefleſh, as to both Inherent and Imputed Righteouſneſs, from 
him, Sanftifying and juſtifying them, according to the Tenour of 
that changable frft-Covenant Life and State. True Saints, whey, 
with Paul, Job, and others, they find all that, to be but a fadi 
flower, altogether de 2 ora vaniſhing Shadow ( however g 
in its kind, and beautiful in its day and ſeaſon) a Glory to be done away ; 
away-they fling it, as Dung, for Chriſt in his Spiritual, ReſurreCti- 
on-Life, and Goſpel-State. Pas alſo adviſes others to become Fools, 
with him, as to the Law-Wiſdom of Man, in the firſt-Covenant,for 
the Goſpel-Wiſdom of God, in the ſecond ; 1 Cor. 3. 18. In ſhort, 
Paul was 4 Poor Wiſe Child, in Chriſt's newnels of Life, or ſecond 
Covenant, that had (with the doting, firſt-Covenant, Law-ſpi- 
rited Corinthians) bin, for a ſeaſon, an old Fooliſh King, in the old- 
zeſs of letter, has reſtor*d old firſt-Creation ſpirit of nature : But, 
with this difference; not a fix'd, knowing, wilful one, that would 
230 more be admoniſh'd. For, as diſcover'd therein, what he amoun- 
ted to, and convincingly ſhew?d and offer'd a more excellent life and 
way ; immediatly, be conferr'd not with Fleſh and Blood (conſulted not 
with, or liſtned to the reaſonings of the firſt-Covenant Wiſdom of 
Man, in himſelf or others) but, was Obedient to the Heavenly Viſion. 
Trembling, and aſtoniſh'd, he ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? 
Att.9.6. Had he (after ſuch convincing diſcovery of his folly and 
Madneſs, in Perſecuting the Goſpel-Spirit and Truths of Chriſt, in 
his Saints) obſtinately perſiſted therein, he had bin abſolutely un- 
ardonable. But, he dtd it ignorantly, 1 Tim.1.13. For, as ſoon as 
1c knew a better, a Goſpel-Life, and more excellent way of obeyin 
and Worſhipping God, he inſtantly yielded to God's terms, the death 
of his Law-principled, Perſecuting nature, as Darg, for Chriſt”s Gof- 
pel-Life, He found the Corinthians, after all this, confident in that 
State, 
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State, he was in, whena Perſecutor ; Full, Rich, and Reioning as 
Kings ; Wiſe, Strong and Honourable, in firſt-Covenant Attainments, 
from Chriſt himſelt, after the fleſh. They were brought out of the 
corrupt,into the righteous Lite of theirnature;and ſo,into ſome good 
degree of Conformity to the Lite of Chriſt, that firſt Covenant 
Lite of the Law, under which he was Born of a Woman : But, were, in 
no degree of Conformity to Chriſt, in the obedient death of that 
ſtate, in Sacrifice to God. So, if they finally refuſed Pau/s Coun- 
ſel, Example, and Admonitions, for — Fools, Weak, Poor, 
and Deſpicable there (as he had done, in following Chriſt's own 
example and Counſel ) they proved themſelvs ( with thouſands 
of others ) in all Ages and Generations, the very Old, Fooliſh, 
doting Kings, here meant; and Pawl, with his true Goſpel-Diſci. 
ples and Followers, proved themſelvs the Poor Wiſe Children 
of God, ina newnels of Life ; a Wildom, 4 Glory, never to be done 
avay. He was content, with Chriſt, ro have his Viſage Mary'd, his 
fading Law-Life and Glory, 1n the reſtor'd Image of the earthy, 
or firſt Adam, done away, as the undiſpenſible means, of receiving 
the Life and Image of the Heavenly, or ſecond Adam; 1 Cor. 15. 49. 
Job (with other fir{t-Covenant vaints or Holy Men, intheir own re- 
{tor'd nature) while in the dark, and (in great meaſure, if not alto- 
gether) ignorant, for a ſeaſon, as to the ſpiritual Life and Glory 
that was _—_ (and fall to his lot.) was ſorely afraid, all along, in 
the flouriſh and fruitfulneſs of his own nature in firſt-Covenant at - 
tainments) of loſing all, again ; Job.3.25. That fort of Life, car- 
ries, in its very fading nature, ſomething of a — ſelf-evi- 
dencing Demonſtration, to the richeſt Poſſeſſour thereof, that it may 
be all loſt again, come to _— ; and fo, ftand him in no ſtead, as 
to Salvation, or any ſafety, in a day of greateſt neceſſity. The thing 
I greatly fear d, is come upon me. What thing ? Myſtical Wrinckles 
and Leannes brought upon his ſmooth, fat, flouriſhing, rich and full 
natural ſpirit, or Man. And, theſe did bear Witneſs to his Face, 
againſt him ; Fob 16.8. For What ? For his Fooliſh, ſelf-flattering 
thought, rhat the wiſdom and glory of his own reſtor'd nature, 
amounted to any thing of true happinels. By the Blaſts. of God's 
Temporary Wrath ( or diſpenſation of the Croſs, upon it, and 
him therein) he foundall, withering and dying away. All that, iy 
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all that have it, is ſubject to Myſtical Ry/f, Moth-eating, corrupt- 
ing,and becomming a Prey to Thieves; as Chriſt himſelf warns,with 
advice to all, ro look after that Heavenly T reaſure, and Life, that's li- 


' able to none of theſe things, Mar. 6. 19, 20. Such firſt-Covenant, 


Laodicean Riches, wiſdom and glory (in the Poſſeſſion and Enjoy- 
ment whereof, Men are apt to think they need nothing, as to true 
bleſſednels) is but a ſtate, 1n which they are Wretched, Miſerable, Poor, 
Blind, aud Naked ; wanting every thing that's durably, everlaſting- 
ly, and unchangably good ; Rev.3.17. The Myſtical R:ches and Gar- 
ments, Gold and Silver of Laodicean, firit-Covenant Saints, finally 
truſted in, will, by the Corrupted, Moth-eaten, Cankered, Ruſty 
{tate thereof,be found atlaſt day, witneſſing againſt them, in them, 
to their faces, as Fools and Madmen, for havin wiltully truſted 
therein, againſt Gods plentiful warning them, the experience of all 
Mankind, and their certain knowledg, that they truſted in a lie, a 
meer Vanity, for Salvation. God, by his Prophet,calls all the righ- 
reouſneſſes of Man, ina firſt-Covenant Life of Enmity to him, and 
the ſecond, a fading Leaf, an unclean Thing, a menſtruous Cloth, 
-or filthy Raggs ; Tai.64.6. Enmity to God, that's filth of ſpirit, is 
found 1n them, and all their righteous works.Truſting in this fadin 

flower, their own enlightned and enliven'd nature, with all Fa 
ble Ornaments and Embelliſhments thereof (that God, by Chriſt, 
and all his Holy Prophets and Apoſtles, fince the World began, has 


warn'd them of the infignificancy of, for true hapineſs) will render | 


21!, that finally ſo do, undeniably guilty of inexcuſable folly. True 
Saints rejoyce, and Glory with Paz, under the death-work of the 
Croſs, uponall that, which ſuch wiltul Miſtakers, truſt in, for Sal- 
vation ; Gal.6.14.That which Crucihes the World to Man, and him 
to theWorld, all worldly Life or deſire in Man, toall or any world- 
ly deſirables (and thoſe to him) isfar from giving any true ground 
to the natural Man of the Saint, to complain of, or murmure with 
Zipporah, in letter, againſt Moſes) at Chriſt, as a hard Maſter,” « 
Bloody Husband unto them, by reaſon of the ſpiritual Circumciſion. For, 
this cuts off Holy Fleſh (kills and offer*s up righteous nature, x S4- 
erifice to God) as that, which cannot enter ( 1 Cor. 1 5, 50.) but lets 
and hinders Man's entrance into the Kingdom of God, or God's 
Kingdom'sentring into him, by his receiving Chriſts Kingdom-ſpi- 

rit 
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rit into him, ſoas to have the Kingdom of Heaven within him ;, Eter- 
nal Life, abiding in him. Chriſt tells us, therefore, his Toke i, eaſy ; 
and Burden, light. His Croſs, or death-work on nature, corrupt or 
righteous, in Publican or Phariſee, is fo far, if rightly conlider'd 
and underſtood, from being a frightful and unſupportably Burden- 
ſome and Embondaging a thing, that it is the only undiſpenſable 
means and way of taking away from Man, the Rs Bur- 
den of Sin and Puniſhment, which otherwiſe, nature at beſt, will 
bring upon its own head,in a ſtate of everlaſtingBondage and Death. 
Tis the only Curer of all Diſeaſes in, the remover of all Evils of Sin 
and Puniſhment, from Man, by the death of the continually guilty 
Sinner, the natural Man or Spirit, corrupt or righteous; and fo, 
the bringer of the whole perſon of the Saznt, into a Life and State 
of Everlaſting Reſt and true Bleſſedneſs- All this, have we, from 
Chriſt's own Mouth ; Mat. 11.28-30. Chriſt himſelf Marr'd the form 
of Godlineſs, the Image of the earthy, his firſt-Covenant Law-Litfe, 
his fading Glory, Beauty and Viſage, when he had taken it, in our 
nature, even ſpotles Holy fleſh. He had more of it to Marre, and 
ſo, was it more Marr'd 1» him, then it can be Marr'd iz any other 
Man. And he Marr'dit, to ſome other ends and purpoſes, then it 
is Marr'd in his Saints and followers. He anſwer'd for the Sins of 
Mankind, aton'd or appeas'd the Wrath of God, thereby, &c. None 
of theſe things are done, by any obedient followers of his fuffering- 
Steps. But, *is their duty, to ſubmit to the renting of the Vail of 
their (but in part) Holy fleſh, as he did, of his perte& Holy fleſh, 
as the undiſpenſable = of entring within the Vail, into the true 
Holy of Holies, and ſo, of ever comming where he now is. Will 
ſuch death and loſs, expoſe to Coatradiftion, Shame, and Con- 
tempt from Men ; from Wiſe, Holy, firſt-Covenant Saints? Such 
deſpiſed and rejeCted, contradicted, and Blaſphem'd all Chriſt's 
Goſpel, new-Covenant Doftrin, and Crucified his Perſon ; 1/as. 
52.14. 53.3. Heb.12.2,z. The new andliving way (yea, and the old 
and only way) by which, any ever could enter within the Vail, into 
the true Huy of Holzes, 15 that, which Chriſt Confecrated for us, 
by rending his ficthly Vail, or Holy fleſh, his righteous natural 
Rate, that was a Vail, « Wall of Partition, between even our fleſh- 
ly nature, in hisown perſon, and he Holy of Holies, He —_— 
a: 
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did not the Will, ſpoke not the Words of that underſtanding, in 
our fleſhly nature, though pure, ſpotleſs, and perfect, 1n its kind ; 
but lufter'd (yea, in and by his Holy Spirit, put itto) death. 
The changably righteous Law-ſpirit, in Chriſt himſelf, was not the 
infallibleGoſpel-Preacher:but,his everlaſting righteous Golpel-ſpirit, 
that Preach'd death to the natural, Law-ſpirit,in himſelf & all others, 
He, herein, ſpoke the words, did the works ( Jeb. 14. 10.) and will 
of the Father that ſent him (Foh. 4. 34.) even in preaching death 
co, and kindling the myſtical fire of his heavenly ſpirit upon his own 
carthly, and crucifying his own natural, fleſhly underſtanding 
and will, though perfect in its kind. This 1s the work, his Father ſent 
him to do, which when finiſhed, he pray'd for his return, out of the death 
of our crucified nature, into the Life and Glory of his Father ; Joh. 
17. 4, 5- The words of Chriſt's Goſpel-ſpirit, are Spirit and Life 
( Joh. 6. 63.) they all recommend unto Men, and tend tothe per- 
iwading and counſelling them, to ſubmit to the terms of having his 
everlaſting righteous ſpiritual Life, ſet up in them ; to wit, the 
death of their natural ſtate. Chriſt could do nothing of himſelf” (or in 
his fleſhly Law-life and ſtate) Joh. 5: 30. nothing, that his Father 
{ent him about. His errand and buſineſs was, to put it to death. 
Paſſive obedience to his own Goſpel-croſs, Spiritual-ſ{word, or Cir- 
cumciſion-knife, was the high duty of his natural fpirit and whole 
Man. There's no other way of coming to do all things well,in God's 
ſight (which can only be in his Goſpel-ſpirit or principle of ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, and aCtive obedience) but, by the paſſive 
obedience and death of our Law-ſpirir,or natural ſtate, in which we 
can do nothing well, before God, nor ever enter into his Kingdom. 
Chriſt, 1n his Goſpel-ſpirit (the true principle of attive obedience 
to God, for ever) didand ſaid, alwayes, what was well-pleaſing to 


to his Father ( Foh. $8. 29.) as found in exatt harmony with the 


very mind and will of his infinite divine ſpirit. He deſpiſed the ſbame 
and contempt of thoſe that deſpiſed his Crucified natural man; Heb. 
12. 2. And thoſe that do not fo, he will deſpiſe, diſown, reje&, 
and be aſhamed of, when he comes in the Glory of his Father, with the holy 
Angels; Mark 8. 38. Chriſt's Dottrine was not his own, but his 
that ſent him. Whoever does receive,or deſpiſe and reje& the words 
of his Goſpe!-ſpirit, in himſelf or ſaints, recerves or deſpiſes the Father 
that 
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that ſent him; and him, that lends them. The four Goſpels abound 
with words to this purpole ; eſpecially, Johr's. 

Firſt and ſecond Covenant-Saints;poor wiſe children, inthe ſecond ; 
and Old, doting, fooliſh Kjngs, in the firit, are ina perfeCtly croſs 
conſtitution and thought,abour ſalvation ; abſolute fools to one ano- 
ther. The Croſs on Man's wiſdom, is reckon'd the ſtarkeſt,arranteſt 
folly and madnels,imaginable, by natural Man and Angel. But,one 
broken,contrite-ſpirited,crucihed Saint, is of more eſteem with God, 
than millions of unbroken, uncrucitied Men and Angels,in all the ex- 
cellencies, glorics, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs of their fir{t-creation 
humane and angelical natures ; 1ſai. 66.1, 2, Mar's day, or light 
and Judgment, in firſt-covenant wiſdom ; and God's day of Judg- 
ment, in the fſecond,will be found in flat contradiction to each other, 
in this grand concern of men, about Salvation. Whoſe Judgment, 
whoſe word will and? His or theirs ? Think well on*t, before too late. 
Ther's no ſpeaking, at preſent, to the old (elf-deafned, doting, fool- 
iſh King, by the poor wife Child, He ſcorns and rejects (with a wry 
mouth, Rhetorical mockings, in utmoſt contempt) all his words and 
warnings. His whole Goſpel-doctrine of the croſs, on all, the fool- 
iſh King reſt's in, for Salvation, is rejeCted, as abſolute fooliſhneſs, 
and wn, fr 1 Cor. 1. 18--23. and 4. 8. 10. Hof. 9. 7,8. 

Thele fooliſh, ſeif-confident, firſt-covenant fifth-monarchiſts (tha 
tugge it out ſomtimes, with worldly Cefays, for the civil ſword ; as 
that, by which, to manage the _ of Chriſt, in this world) are 
but at the ſame work, the Jews deſired to have Chriſt have been at, 
by owning himſelf a King in his firſt-covenant law-life, and righte- 
ouſneſs of man, which he refuſed them in; Fo. 6. 15. Refuſing 
tobe a King, in the —_— Law-principle of firſt-covenant life and 0- 
peration ; and aſſerting his kingdom in the Goſpel-ſpirit of the ſe- 
cond, they crucified their king ; Foh. 19. 1 F They, that would 
have ſet up Chriſt for their King, in this world, againſt Ceſar, ſay 
(torid their hands of him) we have no Kjng but Ceſar in anfwer to 
Pila”s queſtion. This is the confuſion and falſhood, found in man's 
ſhuffling wiſdom, on all accounts, at every turn, about and againſt 
his own Salvation. When God, not only by words, but deeds, in 
his blaſting diſp2nlations , witneſſes his diſpleaſure againſt them, 
and all their falſe confidences, nor ſuffering themto proſper in them 
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( Fer. 2. 37.) ſtill they are at the ſame point. When they find 
myſtical gray hairs, decays, and old age,convincing Harbingers and 
Meſſengers of the approaching Death upon them (as to all that 
fading Life and Riches, they have trutted in) ſtill, there they*l hold, 
and hope for ſafety. When God comes upon them, in his begin- 
ning Judgments on that State they truſt in, 1o as undeniably to evi- 
dence to them, that as fix*d in, *tis but the Myitical Land of their 
Nativity, and Border of Wickedneſs ; and they (therein) the People, 
arainſt which and whom, he hath Indignation for ever (Mal.1.4.) &1 
they obſtinately reſt, and truſt for ſatety, therein. Here's the caſe 
of theſeold fooliſh Kings, that will not be brought to any happy, 
obedient chang of mind, by any thing the Lord either ſay*s or does 
tothem. They obſtinately perliſt in bringing torth Wild Grapes, 
Gall and Worm-wood, from a bitter Root of Enmity inthem,againſt 
God. And, they will, ſtill, needs paſs for his only Goſpel-People 
and Saints, when a downright Synagogue of Satan, fix'd in un- 
changable Enmity and Rebellion, — him. This do they, to 
their litteral Graves. And, to carry on the like deſtructive work 
on others, that they leave behind them, as their Counſel-Legacy to 
them, in their dying words, they*l charg their hearers, the preten- 
ded Goſpel-Churches of Chriſt, that they look not after, regard,or 
receive any other Goſpel, then {that accurſed falſe one) they have 
Preach'd tothem ; even the ſame, the Old Serpent Preach'd to Eve, 
that Eternal Life is to be found in the Old or fir{t-Creation State of 
nature,and that they ſhall not die atall;and ſo,that all Preaching the 
Croſs and Death upon it, « a Blaſphemous fiction, againſt the Law, 
and that Holy place or State of Man. Thus the Fews accuſed Stephey ; 
AQ.6.13. The whole Goſpel is reckon'd by them, Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt the Law. The whole curreat of Scripture (in the Goſvel 
tenſe of all, run's for the Poor Wiſe Child : But, the whole current 
of their falſe, other, Law-Goſpel, and ſhort ſighted Interpretation 
of all Scripture, run's cleerly, for the old Fool:ſh Kjng, in exat Har- 
mony with the Old Serpent, that Bewitches Teact:ers and Hearers, 
through ſelf-love to the fading Life and Glory of their own nature, 
intoa tate of unchangable Enmity to God, and Death to themſelvs, 
with him. 
\ Oh, but lay they, that which you call Sazaz?*s, and our accurſed 
. other 
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other Goſpel, is the very ſame, you call Chriſt's. You only come 
forth in an affected lingularity of words, but fay all the fame things, 
wedo, We Preach and own the Croſs of Chriſt, Upon what ? 
The corrupt Spirit of fallen nature, with the vile afteCtions and luſts 
thereof. But, what ſay youto the Crols on your enlight'ned, re- 
ſtor'd, righteous nature, made Wiſe, Strong, and Honourable, in 
Conformity to that Lite of the Law, or Holy Heſh, Chriſt took, 
as Born of a Virgin ? Is this the Subject of the Croſs of Chriſt ? 
Are ye willing to part with all this, 1n caſe ye had it to part with ? 
To deſpiſe your own righteous Law-Lite, or Living Soul, tor Chriſt's 
Goſpel-Spirit ? Job.9.21. Whatellſe, did Chriſt Crucify in himſelf, 
but this Living Soul? He had nothing of the vile aftettion of cor- 
rupt nature, about him. And, as for the Croſs, ſo they are for 
(and they Preach) Regeneration, new Birth, new Creature, Grace, 
&c. Who but they? But, what call they ſo? Reform'd, enli- 
ven'd, righteous nature, Thus, whule we all talk of, and apply 
Chriſt's Goſpel-Words, toour ſeveral Saintſhips (natural and {pt- 
ritual, in firit and ſecond Covenant, our Holy Fleſh and God's Ho- 
ly Spirit) all ſeem”s in a Confuſed Buzz and Jumble of words, to 
fake undiſcerning People (R9.16.18.) yea, to Man's Wiſdom, at 
belt, to be one and the ſame thing ; Chriſt's and Satar's Goſpel, all 
one. All manner of good Woras , fair Speeches , Scripture-Lan- 
guage,in one as well ast'other. Whule this,ina manner, univerſal- 
ly carries it, with Profeſſors, all's their own. Their teachers find 
little need of any troubling themlſelvs, to defend Sarar?s and their 
Mercenary, Falſe, other Goſpel, againſt Chriſt's true. But, if the 
point and edge of Chriſt's Spiritual Goſpel-Sword, the Livin 
WORD of God, come forth inſuch a ſharp, diſtinguiſhing ſoun 
and way,that this firſt ſhuffle won't ſerve their turn; then go Satar's 
Apoſtles and their followers, another way to work. Blaſphem- 
ers, Mad-Men ; the Prophets a Fool, the Spiritual Man is Mad ; This 
is their Language. So ſaid the Holy Profeſſing Fews, of Chriſt him- 
ſelf (Jo.10.20.) for his new-Covenant, Goſpel-DoCtrin. I, but 
yet, while few hear or regard Chriſt's Goſpel, and, almoſt all the 
few, that do hear the outward ſound of its words, take nothi 
right (though they conceit they do, and ſo Helt between God and Ba- 
al, Chriſt's true Goſpel, and Rog lie) all's well. No need, _ 
£ Cy 
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they, of any busſlle againſt this new light. While things goat this 
rate, that the God of this World, the Devil, can caſt his Milt before 
Profeſſours eyes, or blnd their minds, by a lound or noiſe of all the 
words of Chriſt's Goſpel, trom the letter of Scripture, to carry off 
his contrary Goſpel (as all in all, that's nothing at all) what need 
his Miniſters trouble themſelvs,to encounter Chriſt's? While Chriſt's 
has next to no hearers, and yet fewer underſtanders, &ne let it 
alone, fay's Satan, ſay his Apoſtles. No need of taking notice of it, 
or fouling our fingers about it, in wilful Contraditting and Blal- 
PLeming it. Thus is It, yet. But, if an awak'ned Multitude, un- 
der the latter Rain of the Spirit as under the former, in Primitive 
Goſpel-times) ſhould liſten to and look after the very Chriſt, the ve- 
ry Goſpel, with a ſeeing eye, a right hearing and diſtinguiſhing 
car, ſo as to know, cleerly, the voice of the true Shepherd in him- 
ſelf and Saints (in its diſtinction from, and dire& Oppoſition to rhe 
Voice or Doctrin of Srrangers, Satan and his Apoſtles, or Goſpel- 
Miniſters) this (when happens ) will cauſe ſome Tumultuous, 
out-ragious doings, you'l find. Some valuable number of Follow- 
ers and Receivers of Chriſt's Bleſſed Goſpel, will give ſuch diſtur- 
bance to their curſed one, as will nettle the Teachers and Hearers 
thereof, and put them into the temper, Pau! once was of, ſo as to 
be continually Breathing out 1 hreatnings and Slaug hters againſt the Diſ- 
ciples of the Lord (Act.g.1,) the Afſerters and Followers of his Gof- 
pel. Will ye hear a comfortable word, yet? While any do this, as 
1gnorantly and innocently as Paw did (in Zeal for his Law-Life, or 

r{t-Covenant principle of action) why may we not hope,that they, 
as Paul, may (through greater Mercy, then they are yet aware 
of ) be turn'd by Chritt,into f1gaal Preachers and owners of Chriſt's 
Goſpel? But then, with Pas, they muſt look preſently for Perſe- 
cution, even trom thoſe they were joynt-Perſecuters, with. Sure, 
this isanencouragement, worth noting, and may ſerve to wipe 
off the Injurious Imputations of Cenſoriouſneſs, Satan's ſelf-confi- 
dent Goſpellers do ſo brand Chriſt's, with. Multitudes of Pro- 
feſſors, enamour'd wholly with Satan's, will moſt carefully take 
heed of coming neer the ſound of one word of Chriſt's Goſpel, left 
they ſhould be Perverted, to their own Salvation, and delivered 
from the Wrath tocome. But, there are a ſecond fort (a far ſmaller 
number, 
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number, yet ) of Chriſt-haters, that can afford, ſometimes, to 
hear the ſound of true Goſpel-words, but take no heed how they 
hear them. So, do they, little or nothing, perceive, or regard any 
diſtinEtion between the Voice of the true Shepherd, and that of 
Strangers ; Chriit's and Satan's Goſpel. May we not reckon theſe 
ſhufMing Halters between God and Baal, in a more dangerous conditi- 
on, then the former ? They'l boait of their Wifdom,and Charita- 
ble Opinion they have of (almolt) every body, any teachers, that 
take and own the letrer of Chriit's Golpel, and talk againſt Pro- 
fanes, or the like. Theſe glory in their ſhame. Oh, thank God, 
lay they, we havea liberty to hear any body, What's all this? A 
Liberty to be Mad, and Rebell againſt God, that has convincingly 
evidenc'd to them the true Shepherd's Voice, Words, or DoCtrin 
(in and from himſelf and Saints) trom all variety of Strangers 
Voices, or DoCctrin. They'l pleale themic!vs to talk much of bot- 
tom; that they hope, at bottom, and as to the main, all may be 
well, though ar top, ouvert Action, Practice, Choice, and their 
whole courſe, beof a dangerous Complexion, and that, againſt ac- 
knowledg'd Conviction of Chriſt's Goſpel-truths,&a kindof general 
owning, and worded-kindnels for them, and the Aſſertors thereof, 
ina Corner. But they follow after, and fit under fuch Teachers 
and DoCtrin's, as are, in all extreamity, contrary thereunto, as 
Hell to Heaven (ſure, Doctrins of Devils are ſo, to Chriſt's) and 
this, when the DoQtrrin of Chriſt's Goſpel, lies before them, and is 
fairly offered to them, in the Words of Goa"s Wiſdom, which the Ho.. 
ly Ghoſt teaches. A moſt dangerous boaſted Libertiniſm ! God defend 


me from ſuch embondaging, deltrudtive wm For, *tis ſorely 
(a 


doubtfull, whoever halt thus between God and Baal (as roown God's 
Words with their Mouth only, and Baal's in their Heart) that, at 
bottom, they down right hate God's, and love BaaPs Goſpel; like 
that, not only, beſt; but, only. Whar leſs can be f_ when 
their halting, brings them, at lengrh, wholly to avoid God's offer- 
ed Goſpel, and politively own (fo far as wholly chuſing tofit under 
Satan's, isan owning) a directly contrary Goſpel ? Yea, contra- 
ry, inall extreamity ; that Devils themſelvs ſhall be faved,at long- 
run. Might this generally take place, all other Do&rin's of Devils 
miglt þe ſpared. If they can get Mea to ſwallow down this, —_ 
nee 
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need any other, or any care, . or troubling our ſelvs about Religion, 
or Salvation, at all? We ſhall all be ſaved, ſay Devils, and you 
ſhall all be ſaved. Wee'l warrant you, ye ſhall fare as well as we 
do. TIbelieve that. This Perſwaſion is the largeſt inlet to Rantiſm, 
that ever was deviſed, be PraCtice what it will, from a little preſent 
ſelf-intereſt. How powerful and prevalent is felt-deſtroying elf. 
love? The general and uniform Dottrin of Devils, is, what the 
old Serpent Preach'd to Eve, that Eternal Lite 1s to be found 1n the 
firſt-Creation State of Man and Angel ; ſo, no need of a ſecond, or 
ſecond Covenant Principle of Life, in flat contradiction to Heb, 8, 
7. Men, inall variety of Church-form or way, all forts of Pretenſi- 
ons towards God, Chriſt, Goſpel, and Salvation, within the com- 
paſs of fir{t-Covenant Principles, areall of a Batch, all as one Man, 
againſt the true, new-Covenant Goſpel of Chriſt, to a tittle. All 
ſpiritual Light, for diſcerning of Chriſt's from Baa/'s Goſpel, does 
but highly aggravate their Sin, in rejecting Chriſt's for Baal*s. The 
Devil and his Angels had fuller Light, cleerer diſcerning of Chriſt's 
Goſpel-Life, at firſt, then even Adam 1n his Innocency, and of the 
neceſſity of parting with their firſt-Covenant Law-Lite, for it, as 
their unſpeakable advantage, for the gaining Eternal Life, and 
ſcaping Eternal death ; yet choſe, as we find, their own eternal Ru- 
1ne. All Men, that hate Chrilt's Goſpel-Life, fixedly, unchangably, 
do the ſame thing ; make the ſame evil choice, and will come to 
the ſame end; Pro.8. 36. All Men, ſince the fall, are (in light ) be- 
low Adam before the fall, that was below Angels before their fall, 
who yet made ſuch choice as prov*d their irrecoverable DeſtruRion. 
Conſider this, well. And then, fincethe fall, is there poſitive En- 
mity in Man's whole nature, and ſo in all Mankind, to the Goſpel 
Life of Chriſt, andall right words thereof ; which was neither in 
Angelor Man, before their fall. Bare Light or knowledg then, by 
the beſt meer Enlightning Spiritual Gifts, is ſo far from doing our 
work for Salvation, that through Obſtinate, Wilful, Knowing Re- 
bellion againſt it, does it lay Men under far deeper and ſorer Con- 
demnation, then if they had never had ſuch Light, or heard of 
Chriſt's Goſpel, at all ; Heb. 10.26-29. 2 Pet.2.21. *Tis, indeed, 
thedirect, full, unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, if finally 
perſiſted in, Nature, init ſelf, corrupt or righteous, is as a ne- 
ther 
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ther Milſtone, to Chriſt's Golpel ; an Infidel, as toall the DoQrin 
thereof. What? Wiſe, Strong, and Honourable in Chriſt, Tafidels, 
Unbelievers, as to Chriſt's Goſpel ? They, or Paal, chule you whe- 
ther ; 1 Cor.4.10, But, let ſuch take their courſe ; the poor wiſe Child 
ſees, where both he and they are. He know's that Chriſt theRigh- 
teous Judg of all, ha's pronounced and declared, already, before- 
hand, the poor wiſe Children, bleſſed, to their unſpeakable Joy ; 
whom, they labour, by their Lies, to make ſad, as reckoning and cal- 
ling them Blaſphemers and Mad People. 

And, as for the wicked rich ones, the 014 fooliſh Kjngs, ina ſtate 
Chriſt pronounces wo to, they ſtrengthen their hands, and confidences 
( againſt all the warnings, counſels and power of God himſelf) pro- 
miſe , aſſuring,and warranting them eternal Life; Ezek. 13. 6. 22. 
See Chriſt's contrary Judgment, on both fides; Max. 5. 3-12. Luke 
6. 20--26. Men's preſumptuous, ſelf-confident Kinging it, in their 
own renew*d law-nature, in awilful deſpite to God's Goſpel-ſpirit of 
Grace, renders them a ſpiritual Sodom, and Synagogue of Satan. 
Though they impudently ſay, they are Fews, or the very Goſpel- 
Church and Spouſe of Chriſt (Rev. 3.9.) They lie ; or, at leaſt, de- 
ceive themſelvs with moſt falſe imaginations, and delufive dreams. 
They need every thing, conducible to true blefſedneſs. The higheſt 
and utmoſt folly of theſe Old, doting Kings, is, they'l not hear of 
their madneſs ; not be told. on*t. They'l no more be admoniſh'd. 
They deafen their Ear,and willfully turn away their underſtandings 
from any ſuch true openings of Scripture, as open that Kingdom of 
Heaven, they ſet themſelvsto ſhut up againſt themſelvs and others. 
Yea, if any word, of a ſeeming tendency towards the Kingdom, 
or ſpiritual, Goſpel-ſenſe of any Scripture, drop from themſelvs, 
unawares, in their miniſtry, or lick-bed, they'l carefully callit back 
or limit it into a compliance or harmony with all their other falſe 
words. They*l, by no means, leave any jealouſies behind them, in 
their hearers, as to the truth of their reputed Goſpel.miniſtry and 
doQrin. Thus go matters, alla long their lives, and at their deaths. 
So, their hearers applaud their dottrin, praiſe their ſayings, and fol- 
low them to thoſe chambers of darkneſs and death, where none of 
them ever ſee light. This get's man in honour ( or in the n_ 


Glory of his own reſtored nature, form of Godlineſs, Image of h 
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earthy , not dul conſidering, or willing to underſtand, how little it 
amounts unto ) by fixing there, in unchangable enmity toGod, and 
the power of Godlines,in the Image of the heavenly. Sce, for all this; 
P/al. 49. 12-20, Theold fooliſh Kjng, in all Generations, is at this 
deſperate work;reckon's and call*s Chriſt and his poor wiſe children, 
mad ; and ſay's, they havea Devil; Fo. 10. 20. Hoſ. 9. 7, 8. But, 
ſuch Kingsare the foolsand mad-men, beyond words, in refuſing 
all ſpiritual admonitionand counſcl, as to the unſpeakable gain of 

arting with that fading law-life / they truſt in ) tor Chriſt's ever- 
[ating Goſpel-life and riches. Theſe fooliſh Kings arein a Toil, 
The more they ſtruggle, beſtirr themſelvs, and lay about them, to 
heap up their deceittul riches, and ſtrengthen their falſe confidences 
therein,the moreare they enſnar'd in the works of their own hands ; 
more and more entangled, catch'd, and held fait by Satan, in that 
fading life, he know's will prove eternal death to them, with him- 
ſelf. They ſtrive for Salvation, in dire&t enmity to God, and that 
{pirit of grace, in whichit ever can be found. This is the ſad condi- 
tion ( theſe, the deplorable circumſtances ) of theſe old fooliſh Kings. 
Andall this, under the undeniable experience of the withering and 
decay's of all, reſted in, by them, tor Salvation. Here's the caſe 
of Teachers and Hearers, at this day, under the blaſtings of God's 
diſpleaſureupon them all ; and upon all, my truſt in. Such a 
courſe, finally perſiſted in, will render them deſpicable Creatures, 
to God, Chriſt, Spiritual Saints, and Angels, for evermore. Burt, 
room ſtill is left for a hopetulneſs of ſeven rhouſand, yea, ſeventy 
times ſeven thouſand Spiritual Saints, yet involv'd in the Univerſal 
Hereſy of the fleſhly Profeſſour or Carnal-Goſpeller, amongſt us. 
Nothing will do't, with others ; neither Words nor Blows. Such a 
fix'd fleſhly Iſrael, Kinging it in the flouriſh of their own reſtored na- 
ture, arecharaQtred by Edom ; Mal. 1. 4. Though they know and 
ſay, we are mpoveriſh'd ( under the blaſts of Gods diſpleaſure, a cleer 
calc ) bat, we will return and build the deſolate places ; we will yet build 
( upon our ſandy foundation ) and reit confident till, in our deſo- 
late, impoveriſh'd, blaſted life of nature. Build, if ye will, while 
ye will, ſays God; Ile throw dowa all, again, as faſt as ye build ; as a 

and,a border,or ſtate of unchangable wicked: ſ5,that 1 hawe indigna- 
tion, for ever, againſt, Obadiahgives us a full and larg account © on 
my 
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myſtical _ in anearthly-minded generation of Angelsand 
Men, repreſented by litteral Eſau, or Edom. God ſends his ambaſſ- 
adour, Obadiah, todeclare their offence, and proclaim war againft 
them, for it; v.1-3. They ſay in their hearts, who ſhall bring me down to 
the ground? This,they Preſumptuolly ſay, 1in the very day of God's 
Controverſy with them, and Judgments upon them ; even when 
they feel that Power of his,they know there's no bearing up againſt, 
or Ganding before. Yet, rhey ſay, who ſhall bring us down from thoſe 
Clefts of the Rock, thoſe Myſtical high and ſtrong places, we have made 
(and got for our) Habitation* This high, Rocky Habitation does 
import that high and Heavenly place or appearance of Chri{t's trul 

Rocky new-Creation Life and ont they (moſt wickedly ) tran{- 
form themſelves into the likeneſs and reſemblance of,to fight againſt, 
even againſt the true Rock of ſafety and everlaſting Salvation,which 
the poor wiſe children truſt in, ru ito, and are {afe, for evermore. 
The old fooliſh Kings, get into theſe counterfeit Heavenly places or 
Goſpel-appearances, Sataz'”s prepared ſtrongeſt holds for them ; and 
there (as fondly imagining themſelvs out of the reach of Gods Wrath 
or Power) dothey boldly bid defiance to him and his Spiritof Grace; 
as if they ſhould ſay, let God do his worſt. We fear him not. For, 
Who can bring us down, from our high and ſtrong place ? They 
have made their Eagles-Neſt ſo high, that they reckon themſelys ſecure 
from the Power of evil ; any Puniſhment from God. Habac.2.9, Thus 
accoutred and fortified for ſelf-defence, do they moſt proudly, da- 
ringly, and Preſumptuouſly fend their challenge, againſt the Al- 
mighty Divine and irreſiſtibly mighty new-Creation Power of 
Chriſt and God, as if higher and ſtronger then both ; and ſo, in no 
danger of being brought down, by either. Who ſhall bring us down ? 
Here's their confidence in their Myſtical firſt-Creation Rocks and 
Mountains, evil Angels, their proud helpers, who muſt all foop un- 
der Chriſts all-powertul Reve hand (helpers and helped) which 
when aQtually upon them, > 4 (till obſtinately in their 


Preſumption, ſaying of themſelvs, I aws God, before him that ſlay's 
them ; but ſay's God, tho ſbalt be ſeenand found to be but « Mar, 
and no God, in, or under the hand of hins that flayeth thee ; Ezel. 28. 
= ſay, Who ſhall bring me down? IT will, ſays God; Obad. 4. 
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fer then Daniel (Ezek.28.3.) var though thou ſet thy Neſt ane the 
Stars (as if equal to my Holy Angels) thence will I bring thee down, 
ſaith the Lord, Thus will they, by ouvert Acts, give the utmoſt 
evidence of their moſt deſperately wicked Hearts ; by which, fully 
to ripen themſelvs for the final Triumphs of Gods Juſtice, up- 
on them all. Though hand joyn in hand, Men with Angels, in this 
deſperate Confederacy and Combination, againſt God moſt high, 
for the practice of the utmoſt Spiritual wickedneſsagainſt him, zhey 
ſball not ſcape unpuniſh*d. He is intinitly above them, in all their proud 
dealings againit him ; and, willdo, as he fees meet, to them 3ll. 
They pretend to all the ſatety, Strength, and Wiſdom of Spi- 
ritual Saints, and Angels. All this will not do their work ; bur, 
ripen them for God's {trang and wonderful work, in Judgment, 
upon them all. The things of this Eſax-party of Angels and Men, 
ſhall be ſearch'd out, and their hidden things ſought up ( v.6. ) their 
hidden Works of darkneſs, not only hidden under the form of God- 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs of natural Man or Angel, but under the 
diſguiſe, and counterfeit reſemblance of the very Power of Godli- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs of God. All wort ſecure their Myſtery of 
Iniquity from God's infinite divine, and all-fearching, all-dilcover- 
ing, infallible new-Creature underſtanding. All their firſt-Crea- 
tion Vanities and Deceits, under whatever Artificial Gildings and 
Glittering appearances, wil! be diſcovered, blaſted, and deſtroy'd, by 
him they have to do with. * i 4 fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the Livins God, They'l, too late, find it ſo, All the diſguiſe and 
deceit, uſed by them,has bin,to manage their deſign, for ofting Vio- 
lence to their Brother Jacob, God's poor wile children, true Spiritual 
Saints. For this, Shame ſhall cover them, and they ſhall be cut off, for 
ever; V. 10. Cruelty, and Perſecuting Enmity to them, Chriſt 
takes as done to himfſclE Why Perſecuteſt thou me ? A. g. 4, 5. 
Mat.25.4 5. No kindnels, from the old fooliſh Kings, is to be expected 
by Chriſt*s little ones, his poor wiſe children. The ſeaſon, for Facob's. 
- abſolute deliverance,. will be the ſeaſon of E/as's abſolute deſtrufti- 
on-; Obad.21. When the Kixgdom ſhall be the Lord's, Saviours (even 
Chrift, with his Angels and Saints) (ballcome upor Mount Sion, to: 
judg the Mount of Eſau. ,Then ſhall it appear, whoſe Rock or Moun- 
7a is ſtrongeſt, or greateſt. Their Rock will daſh all Enemies 
Rocks 
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Rocks, in pieces ; their Mountain or Kingdom, cruſh and ſink all 
the Enemies Mountains or Kingdoms, under-Foot ; and be ſer on the 
topof them, over all. Spiritual Saints, out of all Nations, ſhall flow 
antoit (liai.2.2.) as their invincible ſtrength and ſafety, againſt 
(above, and from) all the Powers of darkneſs, and Gates of Hell, 
itſelf. For, on this Monpt Lion ſhall be deliverance, and the Houſe of 
Jacob and Joſeph ſball be a fire, and 4 flame , and, the Houſe of Efau 
for Stubble, to be devour d by them. Will any doubt-or queſtion this ? 
The Mouth of the Lord (the Mouth or new-Creature Wiſdom, the 
Living Word or Supream Prophet of God, Chriſt himſelf) hath 
ſpoken it ; 0bad.17,18. The fireand flame of Jacob and Joſeph, ſig- 
nify the irreſiſtibly burning and bright-ſhining Light 0 Chrilf' 
new-Creation, Goſpel-Life and Spirit, in true Saints, at that da 
of Judgment, that ſhall undeniably evidence the unpardonable 
wickedneſs of their implacable Enemies, and irrefiſtibly burn and 
conſume all their Glory and Power, for ever. So {hall the whole 
Babyloniſh party of incorrigibly wicked Angels and Men (as fit- 
ted fuel for the ſaid Myſtical fire and flame) fink, and never riſe 
more; as is figur'd in God's denounced Judgment, os Litteral Baby- 
lon; Jer.51.64. They ſhall be puniſb'd from the preſence of the Lord, 
and Glory of his new-Creation-Power, in himſelf, in his Saints, and in 
his Migh Angels ; 2 Thef. 19:9. This get the old fooliſh Kings, 
by their obſtinate return to build up the deſolate places, or that State 
and Life, in themſelvs and others, God is blafting and pulling down 
in them all, by his righteous Judgments upon them. This work, 
and deſign of theirs, 1s the higheſt aggravation of their wickedneſs, 


. undera ſelf-condemning Light within them, and the certain effets 


of God'sevident diſpleafure, upon them. God will render their fi- 
nal deftruQtion, and the cauſe of it, ſo manifeſt to themſelvs and all 
others, that they ſhall be ſeen by all, to be juſtly called, he People, 
arainſt whom he hath Indignation, for ever. 

And thus have we ſome account of thepoor wife Child, and old fool- 
ijþ Kzne, here; and, what concluſion they will both come to, in 
Eternal Life or Death. X 


Verf. XIV. 
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Verſ. XIV. For, out of Priſon he cometh to Reign ( Heb. Out 
of the Houſe of Bond-Men, or Bondage, he goes forth to 
Reign ) Whereas alſo, he that is Born in his Kingdom, becometh, 


Poor. 


The true Saint __ the Land of 'his — narrow,, 
ſrait'ned place; the Life of his. own nature, . in the Image of the 
earthy, at beſt, to be but a State of Enmity, Bondage, and death) 
come's out of this his. own Myſtical Countrey, and Father Adam's 
Houſe, or natural State, by a Holy death, to reign, in another, Spi- 
ritual, more excellent Life. He find's his own Spirit of nature, in 
whatever variety of condition,. a State of Bondage, or Houſe of 
Bona-Men ; a Priſon, a deep, dark Dungeon, a miery Pit of filth and 
corruption (filth of fleſhor ſpirit, litteral or Myſtical Sodomy, or 
both) out of which, by the death thereof, he find's it his unſpeaka- 
ble advantage, to Aſcend, come, or be brought forth, into a larg 
place, ina Life, aboveall death, toReign ; whereas the old fooliſh 
King, who will no more be admoniſh'd ( hear of the Croſs, or 
death-DoQtrin of Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit, on the reſtor'd Law- 
Life of his own, wherein he ſets up his Kingdom) becometh 
Poor. He is, even now, in this World, by Chriſt, and awak*ned 
Saints, ſeen to be Miſerable, Poor, Blind, and Naked, as Happy, 
Rich, Cleer-fighted, and Well-cloathed, as he think's himſelf. He 
will find this too true, at laſt, in eternal Poverty, Darkneſs, Na- 
kedneſs, and Death. Here are thc —— erent Concluſions, 
they come to; even the old fooliſh Kjng (int 

venant Life, fixing himſelf there, in unchangable Enmity to God 
and the ſecond, the incorrigible firſt-Creation ſinner) and the poor 
wiſe Chila, broken and undone, as to all the fading Life, Riches, 
Wiſdom, and Glory of his own nature, and ſo becoming a truly 
reigning new-Creation Saint, in the ſpirit of Grace, the reigning, 
Goſpel-Principle. That reftor'd natural State, which the old "olil 
Kjng ſets up 1n, as his Palace, the Houſeof his Kingdom, to.reign 
in ; thepoor wiſechild, find's to be a Priſon, and haſten's out of it, as 
a Spirit of Bondage and Enmity, into the true Palace-Light and Glo- 
rious Liberty of the Sonsof God, whom the Son mak's free indeed. 
Where 
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Where the Spirit ofthe Lord becom's the principle of Life and aCtion, 
there i true liberty. Man's freedom or freew1ll,at belt,is but a Liberty 
in Word, Figure, Letter, Shadow ; not in deed, and in truth. No 
true freedom,ſure,in a Spirit of Bondage, and Enmity to God ; a Spi- 
rit, that's in Union with World and Devil, as the ſpirit of natures, 
inall mankind, corrupt or righteous : Yea, lo far as uncrucifi'd, 
even in the awak'ned Spiritual Saint, himſelf; Ro.7. and Gal. 5.17. 
That renew'd natural State, the old fooliſh King make's his Palace, 
will prove his everlaſting priſon and dungeon of darkneſs and death, 
in which he will be ſhut up for ever, astheevil Angels in their nar- 
row Angelical nature. All of them ſhall be dealt with, as unchan- 
_ Enemies of God (and that Heavenly SanCtuary-Spirit, that's 
is true reſting place,and the everlaſting habitation of blefſed Angels 
and Saints) in Chains of everlaſting darkneſs, in which, reſerv/dto 
the Tudg ment -þ the great day. The unpardonable fin of Men and 
Angels, is the ſelf-ſame ; evena fix'd Enmity againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
*'s Goſpel-ſpirit, or Heavenly Sanctuary, convincingly ſhewed 

and offered to them all. They were all Created perfect intheir own 
natures, Humane and Angelical ( Ezek.28.15..) and in Obedient 
Subje&1on to the Goſpel-Spirit, in the Light of it. But, they ſoon 
hated that Life, turned from the Light that ſhew'd it them ;. and 
this was their Apoſtaſy, All this, from an evil ſelf-love to the fa 
ding Life, Wiſdom, and Glory of their own nature, which they 
choſe to ſetupin, in-a.known-contrariety to the reveal'd mind of 
God, and unchangable Enmity to his. Spirit of Grace, the very 
Goſpel- Hig h-Prieſt of God, the true Melchiſedes, by whoſe hand, they 
ought all to have given up that ſelfiſh life, in Sacrifice to God. So,, 
become they all, Myſtical Sodomit's ;. gunity of all the higheſt and 
moſt Criminal, Myſtical, Spiritual Wickedneſses, Uncleaneſſes, and 
abominable Idolatries.. , In Faithfulneſs, Favour, and Love 
to his Saints, Plagu's and Chaſten's thisRebellious Spirit of nature,. 
this Carnal mind of Enmity,, in them ;. while he gives more then 
Heart can wiſb,. to it, in-Enemues, to their final ruin; Heb.1 2 
P[4.. 73. 7.14. God's giving the old doting Kings, their Hearts deſi- 
re, and more, is a fore and ent on them, though they 
take it for a great favour, and Token of his. Love to them. Deſo- 
lation, andan utter conſuming of them with Terrors, the true Saint 
certainly 
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certainly foreſees, to be the eternal ifſue of all their Temporal flou- 
riſh and Proſperity ; v.18,19. All, the old fooliſh King dotes on, 
the poor wiſe Child caſt's away as Dung. So fooliſh are the old 
Myſtical Kings, andalſo litteral Heathen Kings of this World, as 
to bandy together againſt the Lord and his anointed ; as if hopetul to 
prevail againſt the infinite Divine Lord, and his Anointed King Je- 
{us, with his Saints and Followers. Their deſign is, to break their 
Bands aſunder, 4nd caſt away from them all their Cords of reſtraint up- 
on them. He that ſits in Heaven, laugh's at all theſe fooliſh Kyngs. He 
will ſpeak to them, in his Wrath, vex them tn his ſore diſpleaſure. 
Pſ.2.1-5. Have they an arm, like God ? Can they thunder with a Voice, 
like him? What madneſs, to think of prevailing in this Rebellious 
Inſurre&tionand Conteſt againſt the Almighty Divine, andIrreliſt- 
ibly Mighty New-Creation Power of Chriſt * Theſe old fooliſh 
Humane Kings, will all fare as their evil Angelical King, the King 
of all ſuch Kings, or Rebellious Children of Pride ; Fob 41.34. They" 
all fe!l into the ſame Condemnation with him, will all have their 
Portion in the ſame Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, the Tophet, pre- | 
par'd of old, for them all. They'l be all finally ſtripp'd of all Power of 
reſiſting the Will of God, and forc'd to ſuffer the ſame to be done 
upon them, in final Wrath. Then, with their everlaſting Pover- 
ty, will they have unutterable Shame and Confuſion of Face. All, 
they refus'd obediently to part with,will be forcibly torn from them, 
in foal Wrath. All their fading goodneſs or beauty, {hall Conſume 
#n their eternal Grave, from their dwelling, their whole Myſtical Hou- 
fes, carthly Habitations, or perſons ; all the goodneſs of that natu- 
ral State, they choſe for their dwelling ; P/. 49. 14. There's no mid- 
dle State, for ever, between the pooy wiſe Child that will be eternal- 
ly rich,in Heaven ; and, the old rich fooliſh King, that will be eternally 
poor, in Hell. The poor wiſe Child believ*s, and tfollow's the Faithful 
Sayings of Chriſ?”s Spiritual Law, or Goſpel-ſpirit, the Law of the 
Spirit of Life in Chrift Jelus. He is content, willing ; yea, glad 
#0 ſuffer and die with Chriſt, as to his ſhort Law-liv*d: nature, that he 
may Reign with him, 1n his long-liv*d Spirit of Grace ; 2 Tim. 2.11, 
12. If webedead, and ſuffer with Chriſt, we ſhall live and reign with 
him : There's for the poor wiſe Child, If we deny him, he will alſo deny 
5: Tber's for the old fooliſh Kjng. The form:r, by death, com's: 
out 
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out of his Priſon-State, or natural Spirit of Bondage, to Reign : 
The latter, King's it, like an old dotin Fool, in his Priſon-Spirit of 
Bondage and Death. Thele old fooliſh Kings, the Myſtical Princes 
of this World, under the Devil, by God's Permiſſion, have' bin 
the ſelf-confident Perſecutors and Murderers of Chriſt and his Spiri- 
tual Saints, in all Ages. Caiz, a firſt-Covenant Worſhipper of God, 
bepan this work, on Abel, 4 ſecond. At winding up of all, true 4- 
63 Sainrs will be the Fowls of Heaven, that are to feed upon (or de- 
light themſelvs (in a Union of Mind with God) in the final Slaugh- 
ter of ) all ſuch Myſtical and Litteral Kings and People of the Earth, 
asare foundin unchangable Enmity to God and them. Rev. 19. 
17-21. 


Verſ. XV. I conſidered all the living which walk ander the Sun, with 
the ſecond Child that ſhall ſtand up in his ſtead. 


Here's Solomon's confirmation of what has bin ſaid ; his judgment 
upon the whole matter, i» ſantFwary-light. In this, he conſidered 
all the living, under the myſtical firſt<reation-Sun, walking under 
the Conduct ( or in the ght ) of the firſt-covenant ſpirit, as 
therein made alive again, in lomedegree, by the Redeemer. By the 
unlawful uſe of this reſtor'd Life or Light of the Law, in enmity 
to: God and his Goſpel-ſpirit of Grace, do they bring themſelvs into- 
everlaſting poverty and nakedneſs. Their immortal ſpirit ( as thus. 
pleaſing themſelvs, by taking up their reſt for ſalvation, in the re- 
{tor'd natural righteous Life thereof ) he conſiders, with their whole 
man, in that ſtate they ſhall be cauſed to-/fand wp in, for ever, in the 
ftead of what they were, in this mortal World and Body. 

This ſecond Child, or ſtate of Man in the Reſurreftion, will, to the 
Old fooliſh Kjng, be found a ſtate of everlaſting darkneſs and death,, 
me Reſarrettion of dammation, under final and unquenchable wrath. 
The full infliction of wrath is reſerved' for this ſecond Child, in the 
ſaid Reſarreftion-ſtate of the whole Man. This ſecond Child , or 
ſtate of Man, is that, in which he muſt anſwer, by way of ſuffering, 
for all*the evil done by him, in his natural body or ſtate, on earrh,. 
througha willful abuſe of the firſt-covenant Lite of the Law, in un- 
+.-» q-uapng to God and the Goſpel. This,comesthe faid old 

King, tO, | Verl.. 
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Verſ. XVI. There isn0 end of all the People, even of all that have been 
before them : they alſo that come after, ſhall not rejoyce in him : ſurely 
this alſo is vanity, and vexation of Spirit. 


Solomon(havingconſider'd the preſent generation of old fooliſhkings, 


in his own day, upon earth) tells-us,the caſe was alway*s the ſame, 
in former, and will ſo be, in all after-rimes of this world. So, theſe 
two laſt Verſes of this Chapter, are a farther enlargment, as to the 
CharaCter, and future condition of the Old fooliſh King,to Eternity. 
As tothe poor wiſe Child, he aſſerted him, in general, to be berter than 
the Old fooliſh Kjng ; verl. 13. Then, ders I4. gives his reaſon for 
it ; becaule he comes ont of his Priſon to reign, with Chriſt, in a ſtate 
of eternal Life, abſolute freedom, and true bleſſedneſs. There's 
enough for him ; all that need be {aid of him. But the 01d fooliſh 
Kzng (verſ. 13.) declar'din general (verl. 14.) amidſt all hiscon- 
ceited riches, to be poor ; he farther ſignifies (verſ. x5.) that he 
will ſo be found, to all eternity. And then (verl. 16.) that this is 
the Caſe of all the like old fooliſh Kings, in former generations,from 
the beginning of the World, and will be found the Caſe of all of 
the like ſpirit, in after-Generations, to the World's end. 

To the firſt of theſe, he ſpeaks in the former part of this Verſe; 
T here is no end of all the People, even of all that have been before them. 
There's no end of their immortal beings, and exquilite ſenſibleneſs 
of their whole Perſons, Body, Soul, and Spirit, in a ReſurreCtion- 
State of Damnation. Annihilation-death they'l ever deſire, but 
never find. Such death will ever flee from them. And Eternal 
Life they can never have. For, though in a general, confuſed, ran- 
dom-gueſs at happineſs, every one would be happy ; that Life, in 
which true happineſs ever can be found, are, and wil they be found 
in a Spirit of unchangeable enmity to. Such life,then,can they ne 
ver have; nor, ſuchdeath,as annihilation of their beings, or inlenſ- 
bleneſs in their beings, amounts unto, however hotly purſued, de- 
ſired, or ſought by them. There'sno end of their being, nor yet of 
their moſt exquiſite ſenſiblenes therein,under the tormenting wrath 
and fiery indignation of God, for ever. The immortality of their 
whole being,ina reſurreCtionof damnation, will hold them cloſe ns 
u 
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under puniſhment, for ever, in hell, tor the ill Uſe they made of 
their immortal Spirits, and mortal firſt-covenant righteous life 
thereof, while in their mortal Body's, upon earth, The ſecond 
Child or whole man, body, Soul, and Spirit (put together again in 
a reſurreQtion-ſtate of immortality, as to being ) 1s to anſwer for all, 
done in the mortal body,or natural ſtate and lite of all; 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
and Ec. 12. 14. Thus will it be with the Old fooliſh King, for ever, 
as to being. But, asto that Mortal, changable firſt-Covenant righ- 
teous Life (which he pleaſed and flatt*red himſelf with, as anend- 
le6 Life of true bleſſedneſs) that will come toan end. He will find 
himſelf rid of all the fading good, and comfort of that, which he 
would fain keep ; and will be kept up, for ever, in a moſt deſolate. 
wretched State of being, under wrath, which he would fain be rid 
of, So, ishe gone, every way. All he would not have, he muſt 
have, and that, forever : all he would have, he will for ever 
be deprived of, without the leaſt relief ( when Tormented in the 
flames of God's Wrath | ſo much as by « drop of Water to cool his 
T » Luk. 16. 24. | 
memel firſt-Covenant Life of his immortal Spirit, Exſpires 
and Vaniſhes ; dies away, and ceales, with the mortal Life of his. 
. - So, ſach wile, old fooliſh Kings (wiſe iz Chrift ( x Cor. 4. 
10.) as to firſt-Covenant attainments, and fixing there, in Enmi- 
tytothe ſecond) will die, and periſh for ever, as theFool, or Bru- 
tiſh Sinner of the Gentis. Yea, worſe wall be his final Doom, of 
the two, The righteous Myſtical Sodomite (in the form of Godli- 
nels, . righteouſneſs of Man, in his own reſtor'd nature, but Enmity 
tothe Power of it and righteouſneſs of God, in his Life and 
Irit of Grace, which is filth of Spirit) wall have worſe on't, then 
Litteral Sodomzrre, in filth of fleſb. His greater advance, and fair- 
& advantages toward Salvation, neglected, and abuſed, do high- 
ly aggravate hisevilof Sin, and accordingly will be his evil of pu- 
niſment, for ever. Aﬀer all Exaltation, with Capernaum, in firſt- 
Covenant-Life, and ſecond Covenant or Goſpel-Light, even up to 
Heaven (fo ascleerly to ſee, andthen obſtinately refuſe God's only 
appointed way of entrance; the death of their earthly ſpirit'of na- 
tire, for the life of his Heavenly Spirit of Grace) will all ſuch My- 
ftical-Sodomit”s, be tumbled ort ay down to.Hel, where it ſbailbe 
a wore 
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wore tolerable for Litteral Sodom, then for them ; Mar. 11. 20-24, 
Luk. 10. 12-15. Chriſt himſelf gives the reaſons for this difference 
in Puniſhment ; v. 21. 23. and Lok, 12.47,48. He that ( cleerly ) 
know's his Maſter's will, and does it not, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes : 
He that does not (fo cleerly) know it, ſhall be beaten with fewer. 
For, to mhom much is given, of him ſhall be much requir'd ; as the caſe 
is with Men ; to whom they have committed much, of him they will as: 
(or expe&t) the more. Man, in thedark State of his corrupted na- 
ture, know's not his Maſter's will, at that rate, as. the. old fooliſh: 
King (in the reſtor'd Life of the firſt, and light ofthe ſecond Cove- 
nant) does, By abuſing the Lite of the firſt, in Rebelliouſly keep- 
ing it up (and himſelf therein) againſt the ſecond (when diſcover'd 
by its own light, to him, to be that which cannot be receiv'd by: 
him, but on his obedient ſurrender of the Lifeof the firſt) does he: 
deſerve a ſorer Puniſhment then the commen Sinner againſt the Law ; 
Heb.10.28,29. For, he Sinn's, more immediately and knowingly, 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, or Goſpel Life. of the Son of God in Hea- 
ven, even the Man Chriſt as riſen from the dead, into that Life, 
wherein he lives for evermore: The other, againſt the Son. of Man 
on Earth, or that Law-Life of nature. (the higheſt Edition of the: 
Law) which Chriſt took, and was found in, . as made Fleſh; and, 
which he Crucified and -aboliſh'd out of our nature, in his own per- 
ſon, inorder to bring, it forth again, in the new, Goſpel-Edition of: 
it, by a new-Creation, in unchangable Harmony with his Original- 
ly everlaſting righteous, ſpiritual, new-Creation, Goſpel-Life. So. 
only, can (or ever could) firſt-Covenant Law-Life, come, in hi 
or 1n us, todwell,for ever,with new-Covenant Goſpel-Life,asBre- 
thren in Unity. This unchangable Hxior.of the natural and ſpiri- 
tual Man, in Chriſt and true Zion-Saints, is pleaſant in God's ſight; 
and of everlaſting advantage toMan ; P/al. 133.1. For ſo, and ſo: 
only (by thedeath of the natural,, and ReſurreQtionof it,  intp the. 
Life of the Spiritual Man in the Saint, and/the. Spiritual Man in: 
Chriſt's perſon) come the poor (but truly wiſe), Crucified, dead 
Childten, to live for ever, in unchangable Union and Harmony: 
of Mind, with the infinite Divine Spirit of God moſt high. 
Chriſt enlig hten's every Man that cometh into.the World, To, 1. 9s 
None then, are abſolutely in the dark.; ſtark blind, wholly igno- 
| rant 
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rant of his will. Even the Geatil's, all Heathens, have the light 
or Lew of nature within them,accuſing or exculing their thoughts, 
Words, and Actions, 4s found compliant with, or contrary thereunto ; 
Ro.'2.15. God's rule, given in the Scriptur's of truth, in reference 
to all Men, is this. If any be unfaithful, in, and to their little, 
Dimme, rational Candle-Light, in ſome degree, ſet upa freſh, by 
the Redeemer, in all men : If they do allow themſelvs in a conſtant 
courſe of Rebelling againſt the ſame, without any remorſe or chang 
of mind ; they*d not betrue to higher natural Light, in the aQtual 
Priviledges of a firſt-Covenant Lite; and leſs yet, to the higher, 
Spiritual, new-Covenant, Goſpel-Light, if not only offer'd bur 
aQtually receiv'd by them ; Luk. 16. 10, 11. He that's unjuſt in the 
leaſt, is (or will be) anjuſt alſo, in much. T hoſe that are not faithful 
in the unrighteous Mammon, the fading Light, or alſo Life, and in- 
ward Riches of their own reſtor'd Nature (which yet is but a Spirit 
or State of — to them, and Enmity to God, at beſt; as in 
Paul, before Goſpel-Converſion) who will commit to their Truſt, 
the true Riches ? Thoſe that do not rightly uſe any fading Light 
Wiſdom, Life, Riches, in their own Spirit of Nature, by ſuch 
ative Obedience as is performable therein and with, while thar 
is God's Diſpenſation to them ;5 and then, by ſuch paſſive Obe- 
dience, in dſpiling, ſurrendring, and giving all up, as Dung, 
with Paul, when God requires it, in order to receive his more ex- 
cellent, ſpiritual, heavenly Goſpel-Life, in a ReſurceQion-ſtate 
( Phil. 3. 6-10. ) how ſhould they ever come at, or be poſſeſſed 
of the true durable Riches, and everlaſting Life? The only pofli- 
ble, undiſpenſable way and means for this, in the declar'd Me- 
thods of God's Wiſdom, is the obediently, ſurrend'red natural 
State, as to all the fading Life, Glory, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 


- and Riches thereof; even the Death and Loſs of all, in Sacrifice 


to God, as Chriſt himſelf did, when he had taken our fleſhly na- 
ture, in the full Glory and unſpotted Purity thereof. Eternal, Goſ- 
_ is, by the Wiſdom of God, or Goſpel-ſpirit of Chriſt, 

ly proclaim'd and. offer'd to all men, Prov. 1. 20-23. and 


« 1-9. . 
' The old fooliſh Kings, the higheſt and moſt criminal provoking 
Sinners, that receive and ys Life of the firſt, and Light of 
a 2 the 
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the ſecond Covenant, will fare worſt under final Wrath. All others ; 
fix'd common Sinners of the Gentil's, litteral Sodom, will have bad 
enough on't, under their fewer wrathtful Stripes, or leſſer Torments, 
in Eternal Death. Burt, the hotteſt fiery Indignation, and Myſtical 
Flames of Wrath, in the loweſt Hell, will be, for ever, upon the old 
fooliſh Kings. Sore, amazing Tydings for ſuch ſelf-conhident, pre- 
{umptuousSinners, as reckon their Plea good, for entrance into the 
Kingdom of God. Yet thus it will be. For the mouth of the Lord him- 
Kfhath ſpoken it. Mat.7.21-23.and 11.23,24. Mar.6.11.Luk.1o.12, 
All firſt-Covenant Saints, in Holy Fleſh,that finally refuſe the whole 
new-Covenant Goſpel-Teftimony, the Words of God*s Holy Spirit, 
and Life thereof ; this will moſt certainly be theircaſe. Eafier will it 
be for Litteral Sodom?r”s (Protane, Brutified Sinners, in the corrupt 
Spirit of nature) then for them. It had bin better for thems, never to have 
hnows the way of everlaſting truth and righteouſneſs, then after they have 
kzown the truth(or Goſpel-Life of Chrif:in its own Light and Beam- 
ings forth upon them) to tur from the Holy Commananrnt of God, 
therein, and wilfully Rebel againſt it ; 2 Pex. 2. 21. Heb.10.26, 27, 
1/ai.1.20. Much forer Puniſhment belongs to fix'd Sinners againft 
the Holy Ghoſt, than fix*d ſinners againit the Son of Man, for ever; 
v. 29. Such recompence of both their errours as is meet, will they 
all receive, both Litteral and Myftical Sodom, even the Vengeance 
of Eternal Fire; Ro.1.27. Jude 7. None, fix'd in Enmity-to God, 
can reaſonably expeCtleſs then the unchangable Wrath of God, up- 
on them. Thereremair's tothemall, one and t'other, nothing but 
4 certain fearful looking for of Judgment and Fiery Indignation, to 
devour them. All fooliſh Kings, that chufe to live and walk con- 
trary to God, ina known Spirit of Enmity, and, at azall-adventures 
with him (Lev##.26.21.23) 1n theirſtarting (P/.78.57) unſted- 
dy Spirit of nature (when offer'd his conſtant, right, ſteddy Gol: 
pel-Spiritof Grace, that David Pray*d for, Pf.51.10.) hewill walk 
contrary to them (Levit.26.24.) in an unchangable diſpenſation 
of Wrath ;. and, but at an all-adventures-with them, while that 
firſt-Covenant Principle, -is his diſpenſation to them, and their a&- 
ive obedience requir'd therein. When they break with him, he will 
break with them. They ſhall know his Breach of Promiſe, there- 
i. They break thefirſt-Covenant, by refuſing Chriſt in the {e- 
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cond ; Jer. 31. 32. They break it,by keeping up that Life he cru- 
cified ; and warn's them to depart out of, as not their reſt, but ſore 
deſtruQtion ; Mic. 2. 10. *Tis polluted with filth of ſpirit, though, 
in part, cleanſed from filth of fleſh. 

Theevils, done by man, in his firſt ſtate, and mortal body, upon 
earth, mult be an{wer'd for, by the whole man, as the ſecond child 
that ſhall ſtand up for ever, 1n his ſtead, in a reſurrection of damaati- 
on. Noold fooliſh King,or other fixed finner, at preſent, upon earth, 
before, or after, from the beginning to the end of this World, ſhall 
ever find caule to rejoyce in him, that is, in this ſecond Child, that 
ſhall ſtand up in every one of them, for ever, in ſtead of the mortall 
life and ſtate of their whole man, in this world, They ſhall all, and 
every one of them, find all the eſſentials of their perſonal conſtituti- 
on, Body, Soul, and Spirit, put together again in a reſurrefion of 
damnation (and a molt exquiſite everlaſting ſenſiblenefſs of all ) 
to pay off the reckoning in the world to come, for all done in this 
mortal world, and life of all, under final wrath, as veſſels of diſhc- 
nour and everlaſting contempe. Chriſt has beſought them by hisam- 
bafſadours of grace (while it was called to day, with them, in this 
world) to liſten to his voice, ſubmit to his terms (that himfelf obedi- 
ently ſubmitted to, in our nature) his declared methad and-way of 
fving them : but they would not. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, ſayes he 
(meaning the myſtical earthly-Jeru/alex party of men, under law or 
goſpel, Jews or Chriſtian Gentiles, the old fooliſh kings, reigning in 
a firft covenant righteous life, or image of the earthy, before abſo- 
lately fixed there, againſt the ſecond, and imageof the heavenly) 
How would 1 have gathered thy Children together, as a Hen ga- 
#bereth her Chickens under her wings, and ye would not 7 Beholl, there- 

fore, your Houſe i left unto you, deſolate ; Mat. 23. 37,. 38. Luk.13. 

34, 35. How oft wouldT have gathered thee, under the proteCting. 
# and cheriſhing influence of my divine andcreature-wings, 

my _— divine, and irreſiſtibly mighty new-creation Power, 

for your ſecurity and everlaſting bleſſedneſs; and ye would: not? 

Therefore is your houſe,or immortal being{(rhat ye have conſultedſhame 

to, by your evil coveting, chaſing, and delighting in the fading periſh-- 

ing riches and glory thereof, in preference tomy durableand everla-- 


King, when offered you ; Had: 2. 9) i left wnto youdefolate, inever-- 


kafting contempt ; deſtitute ofall good, and ur utm ery mm 


[ 190 ] 
the poſitive inflictions of the wrath of God, for evermore. But,Chriſt 
does not riſe up, and ſhut the door of the kingdom upon any men 
(Luke 13. 25) nor ſwear in his wrath, they ſhall never enter into 
his reſt, till he hath waited to be gracious, and tryed all wayes and 
means for their good, they can wiſh or deſire ; Iſai. 5. 4. 

There's no end of all the people,no not of incorrigibly wicked An- 
-gels and Men (fix'd in their firſt-Creation Spirit of nature, againſt 
God and his new-Creature Spirit of Grace) either as to their beings, 
numbers, or Sufferings. It Chriſt's little Flock, from amongſt 
Men, the few that are ſaved, be a numberleſs Multitude (Rev.7.9.) 
what muſt the many that Periſh, be ? Mar. 7.1 3,14. Endleſs Suffe- 
rings, will the old fooliſh Kings (after their ſelf-confident race 1n 
Holy Fleſh, form of godlineſs, all along this World, againſt the 
Power of it) find, the due recompence of their errour ; the jult fruit 
of their own doings ; the moſt ſad and diſmal end, iſſue, and re- 
ſult of all their ſore labour and travel in their own nature, under the 
myſtical firt-creation Sun-light, or firſt-covenant Spirit, fix'd, by 
them, in enmity to God and the ſ:cond ; Prov. 1. 31. Iſa. 3.11. 
This will be found the Caſe of this ſerpentine ſeed of firſt-covenant 
Profeſſors, fix'd in enmity to the ſecond, in all former generations, in 
the preſent, and in the ſucceeding generations, that come after this, 
to the very end of this world, under Satan's reign. They have been, 
are, and will be found in a univerſal contradiction to the Goſpel- 
Truths, and Myſteries of Chriſt's Kingdom. They greedily ſuck 
and drink in the old ſerpent's poiſonous detFrir's of devils, and con- 
fidently teach the ſame, in a known unchangable enmity to God. 
And, this renders them, ſerpents, devils, 4 generation of wipers, that 
cannot eſrape the dammation of hel, the wrath to come ; Mat. 23. 33. 
Theſe old fooliſh Kings are the beloved darlings of the old ſerpent, 
the king of all ſuch kings,and ſelf-exalting children of pride(FJob.41. 
34.) who therefore fall into the ſame condemnation with him, the 
{ame Tophet or place of torment; the ſame lake ofmyſticall fire and 
brimſtone, for ever; Rev. 19. 20. Mat. 25. 41. | 

Theſe old Kings, in the old or firſt-Creation State, are the choiceſt 
Subjects and moſt creditable Inſtruments, to carry on the old Ser- 
pent's miſchievous deſigns and intendments, againſt all the Gol- 
pel-Doctrin of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and all Goſpel-Saints, wo 
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Abel, downwards; from the beginning to the end of this World. 
They wes dow knowingly chulſe rather to be Borz of the Devil's 

Spirit of unchangable Enmity to God, thenof Chriſt's Goſpel-Spi- 

rit (that's in unchangable Union with him)as the principle of their 
whole Life, Deſire, Thought, Word, and Attion ; of all their 
Preaching and Praying, ſhall Iſay? Why not ? Can they ſpeak 
truly good things, out of the abundance of their Heart, that's in 
Union with Satan, Effabliſb'd with his Periſhing Meats ( as carried 
about, with his divers and ſtrang DoCtrin's) nor with God's Grace ; 

contrary to what's adviſed and requir'd ; Heb. 13.9. Can ſuch My- 

ſtical evil Trees bring forth __ Fruit, ta God? Will not all, 
they ſpeak and do, be continually evil? And, muſt they not ſuffer: 
for al? Lie down inſorrow, under Wrath, for ever? All they 

have reſted on, and truſted in, for happineſs, proves {as they have 

been ſufficiently warn'd) Vanity ; and ſo, muſt needs leave them,, 
in eternal Vexation of ſpirit.. 


—__ 


CHAP. V. Vetl. IL 


Keep thy Foot, when thow goeſt to the Houſe of God ; and be more rea-- 
; $4 hear, then to give the Sacrifice of Fools : For they conſider not. 
that they do evil. 


Ere's the Reſult and Uſe of all, . declar'd in the fore-going, 
Chapters, as to the Vanity and vain Labour of Man, under. 
the Light of the Myſtical firſt-Creation Swz, orSpirit of the - 
Law, inand under which, Man and Angel were,. at firſt,Created ;. 
and Chriſt, Born ; Gal. 4. 4: Pau/draw's the ſame uſeful Inftrutti. 
on, from the doftrin of the 11. former Chapters, to. the.Romayn's- 
(Chap.12.1,) for quitting, ,or giving up. the ſame earthly natural 
State (the ſame thing with the Foor, here) when reftor'd (or made,. 
again, Holy Fleſh, the. righteous natural Body ) in Sacrifice to- 
, AS Our reaſonable Service, and true. Freemill| Offring, even the: 
Offring up of- our free-will to. good and. evil, , that we may receive 
his free-w1ll to Good only, the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God,... 
with which the. Son makes free indeed, all —— 


SD ©. | 
Goſpel-Spirit of everlaſting righteouſneſs and truth, Firſt, then, 
conlider what this Foot is, or {igntfies ; and ſecondly, what”s the 
Houſe of God, it's to be kept out of, as not fit toenter. 

1. Thi Foot ſignifies the whole Man,in a firſt-Covenant Life. The 
Heel, Satan is permitted to bruiſe (Gez.3.15.) is of the ſame extent, 
and comprehenſive ſignificancy. And, ſo were the Shoes, Moſes 
was Commanded to put from off his Feet, where the ground was 
Holy ; Exo4d.3.5. Thu Foot, or natural Spirit of Man (corrupt or 
righteous, being found in Enmity to God, at beſt, as in Pay, be- 
fore his Goſpel-Converſion) can bear no part in the right Worſhi 
ping of God, which is wholly to be perform'd in Spirit and Trath, 
Chriſt's new-Creature Goſpel-ſpirit of everlaſting righteouſneſs and 
truth. The infinite Divine Spirit and Father, requires af Men and 
Angels to Worſhip him in the Son's Goſpel-Creature-Spirit of truth. 
How can Man pleaſe him, in duties of Worſhip, or any other Per- 
formances towards him or Man, in his own Spirit of Enmity? Such 
Enmity, as is no otherwile extinguiſhable, bur by the death of na- 
ture, being abſolutely inſeperable from the Life of 1t,at belt. Chriſt's 
Goſpel-Spirit of Love, in unchangable Union of Mind, and Will, 
Deſire, and Thought, with God (when it becom's the ſole Princi- 
ple of Life, Defire, Thought, and ACtion, in Man) wil perfe&ly 
and compleatly fulfil all Law, perform all duty to God and Man, to 
God's well-pleaſing, and the Performer's certain and everlaſting Sal- 
vation. Man is not tocome, in his own Spirit of nature (how. 
ever Wiſe, Strong, Rich, and Honourable in Chriſt, by his firſt- 
Covenant-Communications to him, as a fleſhly Bride-grovmy atd 
feeding at his earthly Table) into the new-Creation Sanftuary of 
God, the everlaſting Righteous Fountain REID of Chrift. 
The Courts of thisSanttuary, are too Holy Ground, for any thing 
that's but changably good (as Man and Ange, before the fall) or 

alſo, poſitively evil (as nature corrupt or righteons, in all Men, 
ſince the fall) to tread on. For a Man,in a Spirit, thats z Roof of Bre- 
zerneſs, bearing Gall and Wormwood, Brizts and Thorns,in a continu- 
ed Enmity to God( every Imagination,Purpoſe,Defire,and Thou 
thereof, being only evil, continmally ; the old World's caſe, betore 
the Flood, Gen. 6. 5.) to appear in the nnchangably righteous news 
Creation SanAuary of God, whata ſtrattg, incongtnous thikgan 
lig 
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fght would it be? If any, tilPd and Clothed (by Satan's Artifi- 
ces, and their own conſent or choice) with a Spirit of unchangablc 
Enmity to God, do (as 'twere) crowd in, and appear at the Mar- 
riage Supper of the Lamb and his Bride, inthe Kingdom of his Fa- 
ther, ſee whar's like to become of him (Mat.22.11,12.) Friend, will 
the Kine Jeſus ſay, how cam'ſt thou in hither, not having a Wedding 
Garment ? And, he was Speech-leſs; had nothing to lay. Then, ſay's 
the Kjng to his Servants (the Holy Angels of his Power, that excel, 
ina ſtrength, all fixed firit-Creation Enemies of God and the ſe- 
cond ) bind him Hand and Foot, and caſt him into outer Darkneſs, 
where ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of { eeth, to all Eternity. © Let 
the fixed firſt-Creation Sinner and Enemy of God, in his form of 
Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs of Man, do what he can, get where he 
will, he is gone for ever. NoStranger was tocome into the Litte- 
ral SanCtuary, under the Law, the Type of this Spiritual, Goſpel- 
SanCtuary-Spirit of God, in Chriſt's Perſon, and in his Saints, the 
lively ſtones of the Houſe, upon theRock, that Chriſt is the livin 

Lac vnpace Stone, and Foundation of. Heſpirit's, influences _ 
enliven's all the reſt ; hold's them fitly compaCted together, and 
&rmly cimented,in his one Goſpel-ſpirit of new-Creature-Life, that's 
a Univerſal Bond of Love and Peace, to and with God, Chrift, 
and one other, for evermore. The Foot, Heel, or Shoe, that's to 
be kept back, laid aſide, or put of (that we may be ſbod with rhe 
preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, and fo, walk orderly, witha right 
Foot, according to the Goſpel of the Grace of God ; or, on a new 
foot of account, in the ſingle-ey'd diſcerning, ſtrength, «and Pow- 
erof Chriſt's Goſpel-ſpirit) is that Fleſh and Blood, which cannot 
enter intoand inherit the Kingdom of God {x Cor.15.50.) or tread 
the Courts of his Heavenly SanQtuary. Angels, in the purity of 
their firſt-Creation-make and changable Life, were to cover their 
Faces, as not fit to appear before God, to behold (or be beheld by ) 
him, therein. And, fay's God to the Jews, when ye come to __ 
before me, who hath requir'd this at your hands, to tread my Courts ? 1fai. 
1.12, Noright, acceptable Worſhipping God, or doing any thing 
elſe, but in the Goſpel-ſpirit of Truth, that ſpirit of Love, that's 
thecompleat fulfiller ofthe whole Law ; even of all that God requires 
of us. Sure, the natural ſpirit,at on that'sa ſpiritof Enmuty P 

God, 
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God, and a bloody-minded Spirit : ainſt his true Saints, can do no 
ſuch thing. It's hands are full of blood. It breath'd out Threat- 
nings and Slaughters qppinit the Diſciples of the Lord, even in Paul, 
who had therein, lived, according to his light, in all good conſci- 
ence;(A&#.23.1.exerciſeable in the aCtivity and reſtor'd Life thereof) 
as a ſtriQ, circumſpe&t Oppoſer,and Suppreſſor of the vile AﬀeCtions. 
and Luſts of his corrupt nature. This Foot, then, is to be cut off, caſt 
away, laid aſide, by us, as not fit to perform any part in the true 
Worſhipping of God. Man is not to come alive into the Houſe of 
God, but be brought into it, by the High Prieſt, Chriſt himſelf, 
dead (as to his own Law-Life and principle of aCtive obedience)and 
quick*ned up into his Goſpel-Life and Principle of aCtive obedience, 
wherein alone *cis poſſible to pleaſe God, or be ſaved. Paſſive obe- 
dience is the higheſt ſervice, performablein (or with) Angel's or 
Man's natural, firſt-Creation Life or Make. For, by this, the guil- 
ty Sinner, the Belzal-Party, the Enemy of God, is lain ;. and all 
Power of Sinning, aboli{h'd, for ever ; Ro.6.7..1 Per.4.1. The obe- 
dient death of the guilty and continually ng natural Spirit, is. 
more pleaſing to God, and profitable toMan, then any Obedience | 
or Duty, performable (in its kind) in the Life and Attivity-there- 
of, The Houſe of Mourning or Death, as to the firſt-Covenant 
Principle of Life, is better than the Houſe of Feaſting, in the ut- 
moſt Flouriſh, Proſperity, Wiſdom, Glory, and Fruittulneſs there- 
of,or Joy therein. The death of the natural State,at beſt(from which, 
ſince the fall, Enmity to God is inſeperable) obediently yielded to, 
muſt needs be more acceptable to God, then the Life thereof, or 
any thing performable therein, From Love to God's Mercy (or the 
unſpeakable gift of new-Creation Life) to ſubmit to, yea, and joyn 
with God, in doing juſtly (or Executing his righteous. Judgment 
and Sentence, of Death, onour fleſhly, natural, law-ſtate) inthe: 
awak'ned Life and Power of his Goſpel-Spirit, in us ;this is the Sum: 
of all, God requir's of us, as the terms and condition of our full en- 
tring into (and ſtriking) the new and everlaſting Covenant with: 
him, Eſtabliſh'd inall things, and ſure. This doing juſtly, in hum-. 
bling our guilty natural Man or Spirit, the Enemy of. God, even to 
the death thereof ;. and, living wholly to him, in our never-ſinni 
Spiritual Man, or his never-ſfinning Spirit (1 Je.3.9.) #41, here-- 
quir's 


horns Houſe, or natural State, to enter into God's Spiritual Houſe, 
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rath of God ; Hab. 2 


T1802 100 to the Grownd ? Obad. 

We muſt rt out of our own 

(theLifeand State of our own nature, 

ma of thee thy, or firſt Adam ; form 

es of Many a glory, wiſdom, to be Crn- 

, Defac'd,.. Obliterated, anddoneaway} a Viſage, a Beauty, 
to be Marr'd and Spoild) in 0 nto God's own Coun- 


trey (the far Countrey, the Man Chriſt is gone into, before us, to 
repare Places or Manſions of Gloryfor us; Luk.rg.12. Fo. 14.2,3. 
We muſt o_ from ( or out of) our own Houſe [or na 
however Ciel'd, Adorn'd, Swept, Cleanſed from the filth of fleſh, 
and Garniſhed with Spiritual Light, or beſt enlightning Gifts, ſhort 
of the more excellent ou ife and way ; 1-Cor. 12. 3I, calld 
Love; x Cor.13.) in order to our right and worthy entring or going 
into God's Spiritual SanQtuary, or - Houſe, to Worſhip. Our own 
Countrey, Father's Houſe, Image of the earthy, firft-Covenant 
Life of our nature, righteouſneſs of Man, Spiritual ConviQtion- 
Light,&c. All theſe make up but the Foot(the whole Life andState 
of nature, at beſt) that's to be cut off, and caſt away, as loſs and 
dung, to enter ina ReſurreQion-Life, with the Man Chriſt , into 
his Father's Houſe, whereare many Manſions. And ſo, come we 
to the ſecond thing, here ; the Houle, Man is to keep his Foot from, 
or out of, when Ns it. - 
2.This Houſe is the Supream, original new-creature Spirit of Chriſt, 
the Living Creature-Book, Word, ps of God, in which 
2 is 
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is Engraven and Written out the whole Counſel of his Divine Mind, 
And, the Man Chriſt is the Supream Prophet, Mouth, and Infalli- | 
ble Declarer thereof, to Angels and Men, Chriſt's whole Crea- 
ture-natureis the immediate Temple and SanCtuary of his own Di- | 
vinity, ſet up by his Divine Hand or Workmanſhip, from everlaſt- 
ing, in Perſonal Union with the Divinity ; Prov. 8. 22, 23. This 
was Typed out, by the Litteral SanCtuary, under the Law. No 
Strangers, no, nor 1ſraclit*s, while unclean, might Approach, or 
enter into it. The polluted Heathen-Stranger, and the unclean 1/- 
raclite, in Myſtery and Truth, ſignify the natural Man, corrupt or. 
righteous. This is the ſtranger and Fool, here meant, that (being* x 
altogether ignorant of this new-creation SanCtuary, of God's own i 
ing, not Man's ; Heb.8. 2.) is ready, with Paul, to think be does: 
God /cxvice,in denying and oppoling this bis own houſe,and himſelf,* 

, in perſonal Union witht ;.as 


the Divine Inhabitant thereo ſonal Uni 
in Perſecuting to the death, true Saints, that owiian 


or firſt-Creation World was made (1/ai.66.1,2.) Men, Angels, &c. 
which, therefore, are all to be roll'd up and laid aſide, by God, as an 
old Garment (Heb.1.10-12.) and in Harmony of Mind with him, 
and obedience to him, arethe life and all the beft and moſt glittering 
things thereof, to be laid aſide, and parted with, by Angel and Man, 
to partake of his Heavenly Santtuary-Spirit, and Live with him in 
that place of his and their true reſt, for evermore. All the Hea- 
venly, Eternal things of his Santtuary, ſeem Fooliſh, Idle Dreams, 
(which Menconſpire to kill them, for, Gez.37.19,20.) and all right 
Words concerning them, Vain or Lying Words (as Pharaoh call'd 
Moſes his Meſſages from God.) to the moſt enlightened natural Man, 
who is wholly ignorant and in the dark, astoall Divine and Spiritu« 
al Creature-thingsof Chriſt and God ; x Cor.2.14. *Tis a vain ima- 
gination, when Man thinks to Prie into, and View the moſt Holy 
things of God's Spiritual Sanctuary, in the higheſt Wiſdom and 
beſt Light of his but reſtor'd natural ſtate. If he finally perſiſt in 
ſuch a Preſumptuous miſtake, he will meet with a final Blaſting up- 

on 
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on him, to Eternal Death, PBe./ by the fifty Thouſand Preſump- 
tuous Peepers into the Ark of the Lord, who were {ſmitten by him, 
to a Temporal death of their bodies 3 2 Sams. 6. 19.) All the beſt 
things in the firſt-Creation-make and life of Angel and Man, areof 
no neerer kin to God's new-Creation Sanctuary and Holy things 
thereof, then as figures aad ſhadows of them. The rational 

wers and things of man, are not more hid from the brute 

 ; then the Spiritual things of-God, from the wiſeſt and moft 
rational man; 1 Cor.2.10,11.14. *1zs too painful, yea, *tis impoſli- 
ble for man ( Save in ſanCtuary-life and light, P/.73.16,17 ) todil. 
cern the «wage, new-Creation things of God's Houſe ; and, leſs 


yet, the deep things of his very infinite Divinity. The truly Spi- 


dges (or diſcern's and ſees). all things (1 Cor.2.15.) 
tual, and natural. The higheſt firſt-Covenant-Saint, 

hteouſneſs of Man, .is a Fool, a Stranger, a un- 
idelas toall Goſpel-Things and Truths. 
mes Par defir'd robe delivered from 
T x .) aces, iIrreconci- 
leable Babblers and Dilputers again all thoſe Goſpel-Truths, or 
Sanctuary-things, they bid at, and pretend to the knowledg of. 
That contradifting Wiidom and very Underſtanding, they: ule in 
the diſpute, is to be aboliſh'd by the Croſs, as the Blaſphemous E- 
nemy of God, and all his Goſpel-Truths, Thus Pax! found it in 
himſelf, till Chriſt knock'd down that earthly Wiſdom, and cauſed 
him to tura from that fleſhly Mind, Underſtanding, or Principle of 
reaſoning, in obedience to his heavenly ; 4#.9:3-6. Gal.1.16. Chriſt 
himſelf,in the fleſh,turn'd away his foot or feet,his own fleſhly or na- 
tural underſtanding and will, the two Feet of the Living Soul (on: 
which it walks abroad, to View, Deſire and feed upon worldly Va- 
nities, Periſhing Meats) refuſing to think the thoughts, do the will,. 
or ſpeak the words thereof, but the will and words of him that ſent 
tum, by Crucifying that Willand Underſtanding, utterly Aboliſh-- , 
ing all the Life, Deſire, Thought, and Motion thereof. And, fuch 
death is the only Conſecrated Living way, into the new-Creation San- 
Qtuary-Life ; Heb.9.12. and, 10. 19, 20. 

The natural man, even in Chriſt's perſon, bowever perfe&t,was: 
a prohibited Stranger, amongſt thereſt, that might not enter _ 
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his own new-creation SanQtuar y Houſe, or Temple, inthe ſingle, 
changable,firſt-covenant run” 4 and under which, made. *Twas 
impoſſible,even for him, as ſo, toenter. By Death, he aſcended into 
it, and ſet it open, to his followers in the like Death of nature. Such 
obedient Deathis the only way to eternal life. Never was there 
any other way to it, for any Angel or Man. That law-life, that 
was but a changable ſhadow, in him andin us, muſt paſs ( by the 
death of nature in both and all ) under the croſs-work of the Goſpel- 
ſpirit, that the life which is true in him, may be true in us, allo ; 
1 70h.2.8. and 5.20. In Scripture ſenſe,all*s true,in the-new-creation; 
all, ſhadow, in the old. True Life, Light, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
is found in the new, only. All things eternal, things of God, arc 
there. All the Wiſdom, Life, Light, Righteouſneſs, Glory,things? 
of Man or Angel, in the old, are but ſhadows of the ſubſtantial things 
of God, in the new. The changable,/earthy Image of God, and 
righteous firſt-covenant Life of theKaw (Man was at firſt created 
and ſet-upin)is but ſhadow of the new-creature life and Image of 
the heavenly, or ſecond Adam. All, in the-former, are things@ 
man, Life, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, of Man : all in the latter, _ 
of God, Lite, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs of God. A zeal for God's 
heavenly, Spiritual things, muſt eat upour earthly, or natural. The 
fire of his heavenly Sanctuary-Spirit, muſt conſumeour Earthly Life 
and ſtate, cat up all mortal detire and thought, root and all. By 
ſuch deſtruction of our fleſh, or natural ſtate, can we come to be Sa- 
ved in that Spirit. We muſt put off the old Man, the Image of the 
earthy,or can never put on the new,and Image of the heavenly. The 
Earthly Houſe and Life of this preſent tabernacle muſt be diflolved, 
that we may have that Building of God,not made with hands,eternal 
in the heavens; 2 Cor. 5.1. Think any toenter into that Houſe, any 
otherwiſe, then Chriſt himſelf could ? to go whole and unmaimed 
intoit, in that Life or natural ftate, he crucified ? Gal. 3. 1. Na- 
ture, in all men, is an enemy to God, and his SanCtuary-Spirit. 
Paul, in righteous nature, was ( inunion of mind with the Devil) 
an enemy to the Spirit of Grace, to God, Chriſt, all Goſpel-Saints 

and truths; a ſtranger to all things divine a4 9s | 
 Godthe Mediator, in his changable Angelical nature, from the. 
beginning ; and humane, toward the latter end of this walk 
ceale, 
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ceaſe, by a Holy death, from all the works of both,in the aQtivity of 
the changable pn of firſt-covenant Life. Angels and Men 
muſt do (and ſutter ) likewiſe, or never enter into his reſt ; Heb. 4. 4. 
10. The myſtical Sabbath-Law of the Croſs, upon the works and: 
| and working Spirit of nature, is exprelſsed by turning away our foot 
from the Lord's Sabbath, from delig hting in our own will and way, find- 
ing our own Pleaſure, and ſpeaking our own Words ; Tai. 58. 13, 14. 
This is the very ſame Death-doctrine, and work of the Croſs on the 
whole natural Spirit, .at beſt. The Obedient ſubmitting thereto, 
isthe keeping our foot from the Lord's houſe, and turning it away 
from his Sabbath. Thoſe that honour God herein, he will put ever- 
laſting honour upon, lifting them up over the heads of all earthly 
powers, humane or angelical, called the high places of the earth, 
He will cauſe them to ride upon theſe high places, that have had 
© their turns to ride over their heads ; Pfal. 66. 12. But thoſe, that 


2 from a fond love to their own vain life, deſpiſe the Lord's ſanttuary 


life,ſhal be lightly eſteemed (1 Sam.2.30) yea, made veſſels of diſho»- 
nour, andeverlaſting contempt. The Spiritual, Heavenly Original 
Goſpel-Light of Chriſt's. Sabbath or rmaerna th. , 1s the day 
the Lord hath made, i which Saints will rejoyce and be glad, for ever- 
more ; P/2.118.24. This heavenly SanCtuary and Sabbath, that's the 
Lords doing (his own immediate divine Workmanſhip, from ever-- 
laſting; Prov. 8. 22, 23. ) is marvellogs in our eyes. The earthly 
Wiſdom of man, at beſt, deſpiſes and wonders at this heavenly. 
freature-wiſdom of God. The Orthodox humane. builders of a 
firſt-covenant Church ( which their Wiſdom Jud es, aſſerts-and 
warns, firm and ſafe, for Salvation ) reje& and refuſe the corner- 
ſtone of the ſecond ; and ſo, the whole new-creation building on the 
rock, the true church or houſe of God. Man's wiſdom. won't” be- 
lieveor receive the words of God's, though plainly declared to it ; 
AF, 13.41. Abundance of profeſſing, wiſe, firſt-covenant Saints - 
believe not any ſuch thing as that creature-Wiſdom of God, in the 
Mediator, from everlaſting, by which the Worlds were made. 
How can ye believe ( \ays Chriſt to the profeſsing Jews) who re- 
ceive honour one of another and ſeek not the honour that cometh from God, 
only? Joh. 5. 44. A mercenary, ſelf-ſeeking trade in the firſt-co- - 
venant, exceedingly indiſpoſes, and hindersany liſtning to oneright 
word of the ſecond. None ſo highly Prej adic'd and offend - 
the - 
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the leaſt Word of Chriſt's Goſpel, in the ſecond, as the engaged mi. 
niſters of Satan's, in the firſt. Such Goſpel-Teachers are themſelves 
Infidels or Unbelievers, as to every tittle of Chriſt's Goſpel. No 
firſt-covenant Saints ought to truſt in themſelves, that ſelfiſh, fleſh- 
ly life or natural ſtate, however righteous ; bat, in God,that raiſes 
men from the Dead, or out of the obedient Death of thar, into his 
life and righteouſneſs, in the fecond; 2 Cor. 1. 9 . They ought, with 
Panl, gladly to receive God's Sentence of Death in themſelves,or,on 
their Spirit, in the firſt, that they may be raiſed into his lite, in the ſe. 
cond. And as none are to truſt in themſelves in the firſt, ſo are no 
men there, fit to be truſted by Chriſt or Spiritnal Saints, being yet 
but inan unſteddy, ſtarting Principle ; Joh. 2- 23-25. For, they 
know,in the alſearching Spiritual light ot God, whar 1s in man, all 
men,in their higheſt reſtored Life, Light, Wiſdo;n,ancRiy/ueoutnels, 
The beſt of them 1s asa brier ; the moſt upright, Sharper than a 
thorn hedge; (Mic. 7.4.) As found in enmity to God and all 
his Saints and Truths. Pau! himſelf, while but there, though emi- 
nent, breathed out ſlaughter againſt the diſciples of the Lord, 
What ſuch temporary firſt-covenant believers came to, under 
Chriſt's own perſonal miniſtry, when he came cloſs upon them, 
with the croſs doCtrin of the Cond , upon all that ; we find, = 6, 
66. A way they go: walk no more with him : regard not him, or 
his doQtrine. Let not the true followers of the Lamb, whitherſoever k 
goes (not onely into the Law-life of the firſt-covenant,bur, through 
the death of that, into the Goſpel-life of the ſecond, in which ve live 
for evermore (Rev.1.18.) expect other doings, from ſuch falſe, hok 
low-hearted, apoſtatizing profeſſors, who are preſently upon the 
turning point, to Satan, and drawing back to Perdition, when cloſl 
ly plied and follow'd with the true, full doQrin of the Gol] Pros 
on the Law-Life of nature, at beſt, which they are willingly a 
therefore cafily perſwaded by the words of Man's Wiſdom, is 
true Goſpel-ſtate of Salvation and Eternal Life. Such drawers back, 
and thoſe that go on to the ſaving of the Soul, grow dayly farther 
and farther aſunder, more and more ſtrang and contrary to each & 
ther, in Thoughts, Words and Deeds. One is Marching on, wit 
a ſwift Foot, towards the Chambers of Eternal Death : The other, || | 
haſtning towards the Kingdom of God. Their Bodies meet, and 
t 
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touch Elbows, fill, in theſe dayly encreafing Diſtances and Elon- 
gations of their minds, hearts, or ſpirits; till they find one another, at 
Length, in fixed, irreconcileable diſtances and contrariettes of Mind, 
Will, whole courſe,and way towards eternal life,or death. Apoſtat's 
from Goſpel Light, turn from the hot, fiery Doctrin of the Croſs 
(when they find it touch nature, at beſt, to the quick ; at thevery 
root;bringing a flaming ſword upon the very principle)into the cool 
ſhade of a worldly Church-doftrin, where Satan's pleafing-Goſpel is 
preach'd,nature(ſpecially righteous,reſtor'd nature)tickled and gra- 
tified with words, after its own heart. *Tis the language or thoughr 
and Deſire of all natural Hearts, Prophe/y to us ſmooth things, Pro- 
pheſy Deceits ; Tſai.z0.10. We have heard enough, and too much,of 
the right things of God's Seers and true Prophets, Their Doctrin is 
too hot for us. Welikeit not. Let them that bring ſuch ftrang 
and fad Tydings to our Ears, fit and ſpeak to themſelvs, or ſtools, 
if they will ; which, indeed, may beto neer as much purpoſe, as 
to any good, ſuch regardleſs hearers of Goſpel-words, have got- 
ten. *Tisa dreadful Seaſon, in which *tis rare to find any that are 
in earneſt about Salvation, or, at all, inquiſitive after it. Who, 
with the noble Bereans, ſearch the Scriptures, about their eterna} 
concerns? Who regard, any more then Pagans, that Command 
of Chriſt, for ſeeking firſt or chiefly the Kingdom and Righteouſ- 
neſs of God ( Mat.6.33.) or, tolay up Treaſure for themielvs, in 
Heaven ? v.20. Even the but Shadowy, Myſtical Laodicean Trea- 
ſur's, heap'd up in an earthly firſt-Covenant Life, are now, as 
*twere, under God”s Blaſting and Profeſſors negligence therein, al- 
moſt in the Duſt, as Conclamated, Wither'd, Unregarded things. 
Profanes, and a regard of (and inquiſitiveneſs after} meer bodily 
concerns and Ornaments, ſteal away the Heart ; and, ina manner, 
all the time of Profeſſors. How, too generally, are they laying abour 
them, wholly, to fetch in Proviſions for the loweſt and baſeſt fleſh- 
Loma and Luſts, of confounded, fallen nature, common with Brute 

$? But, if any, yet, are conſcientious Walkers in firſt-Co- 

Venant Principles, and reckon they have whereof to truſt in' the 

fleſh, Holy fleſb, reſtor'd, righteous, cleanſed nature; Paxl, more 

(Ph14.3.4.) Chriſt, moſt. But, Chriſt Crucified it in himſelf, and 

Paul rejoyc'd, or gloried to find hnCreciying it in him,alſo (Gat. 
© 
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6.14.) asthe only way of delivering him from that Body of Sin and 
Death, he before took to be a ſtate of Eternal Lite; Rom.7.24.8.2. 
The kindly death of nature, under the Croſs, brought upon it, in 
love from God (and ſubmitted to,by Man, in Obedience to God) is 
the only means and way of his deliverance from all evil, by the death 
of the guilty Sinner ; and of being furniſh'd with and Poſleſſed of 
all good, in God's Goſpel-ſpirit of everlaſting righteouſneſs, that ne- 
ver lin's; 1 Je.3.9. All Sabbath-keeping,and other Litteral Perfor- 
mances (in Man's Spirit of Enmity to God, and his true Sabbath- 
Spirit, SanCtuary, and place of his reſt, that he delights in, when 
known, fo to be) are, with their Perſons, an Abomination to God ; 
and ſo, their Solemn Meeting on his Sabbath, that was his own Ap- 
pointment (what's ours? ) 1/ai.1.13,14. All their Incenſe, and & 
crifices (all our Praying, Preaching, &c.) in a known Spirit of 
Enmity to God, are Myſtical Murder, Idolatry, Sacriledg, the 

igheſt and molt criminal wickedneſles,in God's fight. Why? Hands 
full of Blood, a bloody mind of Perſecuting Enmity, againſt his Gof- 
pel Saints and Truth's, ſpoil's all. Pe therefore hide mine Eyes =o 
30u, and not hear your Prayers. Te are a Myſtical, moſt Criminal S9- 
dom and Gomorrha, to me. v. 10-15. and 1/a4.66.3. Yedoallin your 
own ſelf-choſen way, after your own Heart, in your own ſpirit ; not 
mine, but in perfeQ contrariety thereunto. None of you hear's 
and anſwer's my Heavenly Call,in true Wiſdom's Words,or Preach 
ings. Tle, therefore, not hear or anſwer your Prayersand preten- 
ded Callings upon me ; v.4. If you'l not hear my cry to you; Ie not 
hear your*s, to me ; ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; Tec. 7.13. Is man, in 

Enmity to the whole Mind, Counſel, true Sabbath, and Santtuary | 
of God, like to be a faithful and able Miniſter of his Goſpel-Truths! 
Yet, who elſe is heard, or regarded? Who, but the Woman, or 
private, natural ſpirit, that's Enmity to God, and all his right | 
Words of Counſel and Inſtruction for Eternal Life ? 

Be more ready to hear, then to give the Favens of fools. Man, inthe 
beſt wiſdom, the moſt righteous life and attivity of his owa Spirit, 
offer*s but the ſacrifice of fools, in God's judgment, however high 
he eſtzem the ſacrifice, or himſelf, for it. He does not rigltly 
kpow what he does, what he is, whither he goes, whom he worſh'p's 

\ |] ofpel things and truths, the whole Counſel of God, tr w1iv% 
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and only way of ſalvation, the methods of God's wildom, in ordet 
thereunto ; all the law's, ordinances, ſtatut's and judgments of his 
new creation-ſanQtuary, deſcrib'd in the nine laſt chapters of Eze- 
kiel; all theſe things lie quite out of his ſight. How can Man (in his 
own beſt Wiſdom, that's fooliſhneſs to God's ; in his own _ 

that, at beſt, is enmity to God's) perform, do any thing, or offer u 
any ſacrifice, acceptableto God ; any, but the ſacrifice of fools 
Theſe fools confider not (will not conſider) that they do evil. 
Stiff-necked are they, in their own ſelf-confident underſtandings, 
which are not only blear-ey'd, and dimm-fighted, but ſtark blind 
and wholly ignorant ofall Goſpel-things and truths; yet, on they 
will, turning their deafear to ( or, ſetting their month againſt the hea- 
vens; Pl. 73. 9.) all heavenly, Golpel-dottrin and inftruQion. 
They'l liſten to nothing that may induce them to conſider the great 
miſchief they are doing to themſelvs and others, by =_ Ing, 
ſing, and warranting peace with God,in a ſpirit of enmy- 
ty to him / Ezek.13.6.10.) and decrying, might and main, that 
which is the only way of ſalvation ( and the un, ſpirit, in which 
any can be ſaved) with all the words thereof. This deſperate 
work are theſe blind leaders, with their ſelf-confident followers, at; 
all, reck*ning they are doing very pleaſing and ble ſervice to 
God; A#. 26.9. Having nothing of Chriſt's very Goſpel-Spirit, 
or doCtrin, in their Church,do they, with great indignation and For 
caſt all that are wholly for the very Chriſt, and his very Goſpel, out 
of theirchurch ( 7/44.66.5.Pſ.50.20 ) yes, and out of the world too, 
when they can, as not fit to live any longer, in it ; A. 22. 22. 
All this, do theſe Goſpel-Wolvs in Sheep's Clothing, reckon, to 
be'a doing God ſervice ( Fo.16.2.) i 4 ( blind) zeal for him, and his 
hw, againſt every word of his Goſpel ( Rom.1o. 2, 3 ) forthe firſt- 
coyenant life of the law,in their own reſtor'd ſpiritofnature,againſt 
the ſecond-covenant life of the Goſpel, in his own ſpirit of grace. So, 
think they do God fervice, when they joyn with the Devil, to do 
deſpite to the ſpirit,of grace( Heb.10.29)caſting all the words there- 
of, behind their backs, and all contempt they can,on all ſuch words, 
and all the ſpeakers and right hearers of them, as the worſt of blaf.. 
mies, and blaſphemers. What was Saws Sin in letter and my- 
ry too, is their's in myſtery, They muſt be brought to acknow- 
| Cc 2 ledg, 
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ledg, with Saul, that what the wiſdom of God { and the words or 
commands thereof ) require to be deſtroy'd ; their fooliſh wiſdom, 
in the words thereof, preaches, keeps up, and warrants currant, for 
{alvation. The Spirit of nature in Man ( recovered and reſtored, by 
Chriſt, out of the fall, into the life, wiſdom, and ruling power there- 
of, over all inferiour, ſenſual, brutiſh power of life and operation, 
in him ) amounts to no more, in myſtery and truth, then wy 
kite King, Agag,and beſt of the cattel. The refule of the cattel,the vile 
affeRions, thediſorderly & unruly luſts of the corrupt ſtate of nature, 
they have ſubdued (yet not fully) but,the King,and beſt of the Cattel 
(the rational and ſenſual powers,reduced,to good order,in the ruling 
authority of the former, and due ſubjeCtion of the latter ) theſe, they 
judg fit to be ſpared. And what are theſe, both king and ſubjeQs.? 
All, but ſtill the Amalekire ſpirit of nature ; and Man, therein, the di- 
ret enemy of God, and all his Goſpel-Saints and truths. Was not 
Paul, inand with all theſe, fighting againſt God, when he thought 
his had bin f6ghting for him ? With Sau, will all ſuch ſelf-confident 
juſtifiers of themſelvs, be condemn'd out of their own mouth;even a- 
midſt their ſelf-juſtifying plea, againſt the Lord's and his true ſpiri- 
tual Prophet's charge, drawn up againſt them ; as SamuePs, againſt 
Saul. They'l be found partial in God's Law. The refuſe things, the 
vile affeftions of their polluted nature, they are content, ſhould be 
ſubdued,in obedience to it. But,the choicer things thereof,nature at 
beſt, inthe _ Wiſdom and righteouſneſs thereof; that all this 
muſt goup, in ſacrifice, by a juſt and holy death to God ( being an 
unholy life, or ſtate of enmity to Gad, however, ina ſenſe, holy, as 
cleanſed from filth of leſh ) though convinc'd, God's Wiſdom re- 
quir's this,alſo, do they, with Sa/,under a ſelf-condemning light,re- 
tuſe to obey,&c.and yet ſtautly aſſert, with him,that they have obey- 
ed the voice of the Lord.All this,find we, 1 Sam. 15. x8-23. This get 
men by ſetting up their own Wiſdom and Spirit, as judg or interpre- 
ter of the Oracles, dictat's, or words of God's, in a known contrarie- 
ty to the ſpiritual meaning and intendment of all. In their reſtor'd, 
righteous, inlight?ned nature, that's God's required Goſpel-ſacrifice 
(Feured out by all. clean law-ſacrifices un the old TeſtamentYdo they, 
preſumptuouſly ,with Saw and King Hzzi4h, intrude orthruſt them- 


{:lvs into the prieſts office, x Sam. 13.8-14. 2 Chron. mo In 
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their own Fooliſh Wiſdom, and Sole of Enmity to God and all the 
Words of his Wiſdom, do they pretend to the Office of Chriſt's 
Prieſtly Goſpel-ſpirit of Infallible Truth and Everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs, as the only true declarers of the Will and Words of God, that 
rightly take not his meaning in any of his Words, nor ever can un- 
derſtand them. 
- This Preſumptuous courſe, perſiſted and fix'd in, will render the 
contagious over-ſ{preading Leproſy, the Sin of Enmity to God, filth 
of Spirit (that's no otherwiſe curable,then by the compleat and full 
i of nature) abſolutely incurable, and mortal ; as the caſe was 
with the Litteral Leproſy on Mzz4's Body,to his dying day ; though 
faid, for a ſeafon, to have done that which was right in the ſight of 
the Lord, in his long Reign of two and fifty Yeers; 2 K/zng.15.2,3. 
The true Prieſtly Goſpel-Spirit of Chriſt, offer'd up our nature zn 
himſelf, at beſt, in Sacrifice to God. When Samue/ Reprov'd Saul, 
for Sacrificing ; his anſwer was ; The Philitins were ready to come 

me, to Gilgal, aud Thad not made Supplication tothe Lord; ſo, I 
fired my ſelf, and Offer'd a Burnt-Offring. Theſe — Pleasand 
Apologies of nature, go for _— when thorowly learch'd by 
the Spirit of Chriſt, in his feers. Thos "- done fooliſhly, ſay's Sa- 
muel, and ſhalt loſe thy Kingdom, Lifeand all, for't, by thoſe Phi- 
liſtin"s, through the tear of whom, thou did'{t Offer this Sacrifice 
of Fools. And, whar befel Adam and all his Poſterity, with King 
Hzziah, for Prefumptuoully ſetting or uv, his: Law-State: 
(or changable firſt-Covenant righteous Life of his own nature, as 
therein the fit Prieſt, to perform all well-pleafing aCtive obedience to 
God) in Preference and Oppoſition to the Goſpel-Spirit, preſented 
and offer'd to him, in the Tree of Life, wherein alone *tis 
pleaſe God, and do all things well, withoutan bility of failer 
or Miſcarriage ? What came of this willful miſtake and Hereſy of 
Adem? A Univerſal Leproſy, and contagious Diſeaſe (of Sinand: 
Enmity to God, and death in {uch $i») upon all mankind ; Roms. 
18. x Cor-15.22. Thevery fin, by which Adam brought this ſore: 
Myſtical Leproſy, upon the ſpiritof humane nature, in all mankind, 
in the beginning of this World, do many Profeſſors 1n the ending 
of it, reckon, had bin his duty; even, to keep up the —_—_ 
life he was created in, from deathand loſs. This is dire&ly con- 

trary 
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trary to God's Command to firſt and ſecond Adam, which the firſt 
RebelPd againſt, and ſecond _ ; Jo.10.18. What was offer'd 
Adam, inthe Tree of Life? Nothing ? All things ; the one thing ne- 
ceſſary, comprehending all things conducible to mans true blelſed- 
neſs. Nor Man nor Angel had this Life, in their firſt-Creation- 
makeand State. What they (both and all) had, was not Eternal 
Life; but a Mortal, Periſhing Vanity ; a fading Flower. *Tis Eter- 
nal Life, ſay's Satan, ye ſhall not die at all. Hold faſt your own. 

He had Rebelliouſly ſo done,in his Angelical nature, which turn'd 
that which was but changably good,into unchangable evil ; a muta- 
bly good Angel, the work of God's hand,into an incorrigibly wick- 
ed Devil,the work of Sara's own hand, which he would allo bring 
all Menand Angels to, if poſſible, in a fixed, unchangable Enmity 
to their Maker. The ſetting up ourſelves in a righteous firſt-Cove- | 


nant Life, aganſt God and the Spirit of the ſecond,is the higheſt ſort 
of Rebellion, 4s the Sin of Witch-craft ; ſuch Stubbornes 4s is, indeed, 
the higheſt and moſt criminal 1dolatry ; 1 Sam. 1 j 23. Paul found 
the Corinthian and Galatian Profeſſors of the Goſpel, in danger of 
this moſt criminal Witch-crafr, to wit, of being beguiled by the Old 
Serpent, as Eve was ( 2 Cor.11.2,3.) xd fetcivd back again, from 
Chriſt's unchangably Holy Goſpel-ſpirit of Life (exhibited to, con- 
vincingly ſhew'd and offered them, 1n his Miniſtry) to a contident 
taking up in their own changably Holy Fleſh, or natural Law-Spirit 
of Enmity and death, for Salvation. This, after they had beg us in the 
Spirit, running well, for a ſeaſon, in obedience to Goſpel-Light ; 
Gal.3.1-3.and 5.7,8. Who hinder'd you, or, diddrive you back, zhat 
9 (bould not obey Chriſ”s GoſpelSpirit of Truth? Who, but the Devil? 
We find in both Old and New-Teftament-Sas/, that the confident 
| reſting in a firſt-Covenant-Life, for Salvation, renders Men mortal 
I haters of all the right words of theſecoad, and fierce Perſecuters 
of all that bring ſuch unwelcome Tings totheir Ears, as the Do- 
&trin of the Croſs ſeem's to the Wiſdom of righteous Man, though 
indeed the only Words or DoQrin, whereby any can be ſaved ; t 
Power of God, unto Salvation; 1 Cor.1.18, Saw, in the Old Teſta- 
ment or Firſt-Covenant Spirit, Perſecuted David, ſingly and meer- 
* 1y, as foundinthe new Name and Spiritof the ſecond, «# which, he 
+ ſew the Lord to be with him; n Sam. 18. 12, A has. - 


d- 


5nAaT bb nanRye nn? <R 


*T S811 > RY © FR WH 


[ 207 ] | 
he afraid of him, and reſold to kill him, though his Son in Law. 

So, old Teſtament legal-ſpirited Saul, in the New Teſtament, till 
he became a at Os er Paul, and preacher of the Goſpel, was 
the fiercelt oppoſler of it, breathing out threatings and ſlaughter again(t 
the Diſciples of the Lord, for it ; A. 9.1. Old Teſtament Sau!'s un- 
pardonable, preſumptuous ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; his unchang- 
able murdering mind of enmity againſt David, for its ſake, was the 

eat tranſgrethon, David earneſtly prayed to be delivered from, in 

is own perſon ; P/al. 19. 13. God ſets up, firſt,that that*s natural ; 
and afterward, that that*s ſpiritual, inthe Saint, All that ſtick faſt in 
the natural ſtate and life of man, are againlt the ſpirirual ſtate and 
life of God. Thoſe are figured by the Elder ; theſe, by the younger 
brother ; in Cain and Abel, Iſhmael and I/azc,Jacob and Eſau. He that's: 
born after the fleſh (by the knowledg of Chriſt, after the fleſh, as a 
myſtical parent and bridegroom to him,in a reſtor'd,fruitful,firſt-co-- 
venant righteous life ) perſecut*s him that's born of the ſame Chriſt, 
after the ſpirit, in the ſecond ; and fo, brought forth in ( or raiſed up 
into) that life, into which Chriſt himſelf is riſen from the dead; 
Rom. 7. 1-4. Thus, wasit alway's. And, ſo is it, now; Gad. 4. 
29, Theſe two births in Chriſt ; the former, making men wiſe, 
ſtrong, and honorable in the firft covenant ; the latter, wiſe, ſtrong, 
and honorable in the ſecond, we find ; Jo. 3. 6. 1 Cor.48.10, The 
rich, full, firſt-covenant Corinthians, reigning as Kings, there, were 
the former ; to whom, Pas!, in the latter, ſeem'd a fool, weak, and 
dehicable. But Paul, in the latter, knew them to be fools, weak, 
and d«ſpicable, in all the Wiſdom, ſtrength, and fading Glory of the 
former. Paul himſelf had experienc'd both, in an eminency ; had 
been eminent, in holy fleſh,and, therein, theeminent*ſt 50 A cadir 
Perſecuter of them that were born of Chriſt's Holy Go Wpertartt. 
And, when Eminent in Chriſt's Goſpel-ſpirit, was he perſecuted by 
thoſe that were fix'd, or unfix'd ( as himſelf, before Goſpel-conver- 
fion, A. 9. 1.) In Holy fleſh, enemies ofthe Goſpel, and Croſs of 
Chriſt. Even thoſe that will prove true Saints, while but in the firſt- 
covenant, perſecute the ſecond, avd conſider nor, or think they do 
evil ; but indeed,good and acceptable Service to God ; Joh.16.2. A. 
26, 9. Solomon's advice tothem, here, is, that they be more ready to 
hear the voice of the Spirit of Chriſt, in- himſelf and Saints, then 
: to 
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to ſpeak in their own ; to hear the words of the true publick new- 
creation manly Spirit of Grace, in the ſecond Adam and his Spiritual 
deſcendants or poſterity, then to ſpeak intheir own private, chang- 
able, womaniſh Spirit of nature, or the firſt Adam. 
We ſhould be {witt to hear the true ſpiritual ſhepherd's voice,rather 
then forward ( or, at all ) 70 ſpeak in the higheſt Wiſdom of our own 
Spirit,that's the ſtranger, and indeed, the very woman, Chriſt pro- 
hibits any ſpeaking at all, in his true Goſpel-Church. Paul, on 
Chriſt's manly, aſtoniſhing voice from heaven to him, turn'd trom 
his own womaniſh underitanding, conferr'd not with fleſh and 
blood ; nature, at beſt, in himſelfor others ; Gal. 1.16. None more 
prejudic'd againſt, or moreunfit to hear Chriſt's Goſpel-Do&rin, 
in the Church on the Rock, then the ſelf-confident Speakers and 
Preachers of Satan's, in the Houſe upon the Sand. Satan's falſe Pro- 
hets and Miniſters, that ſee Vanity, and divine Lies, are moſt unfit 
of all Men,to be ſo much as Members1n the Goſpel-Church of Chriſt, 
rhe Aſſembly of his People ; Ezek.13.9. 


V. II. Be not raſh with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be haſty to 


utter any thing before God : for, God is in heaven ; and thou, upon 
earth : Fows let thy words be few. 


In this farther advice, So/omon confirm's (and open's his meaning, 
in) the former. The mouth,we are not to be raſh with ( not ſuffer 
Our heart to utter any thing before God, by ) is the myſtical mouth, 
or tongue of the natural Spirit, Comprehenfively fignifying all its 
variety of expreſſing it ſelf,in outward aCtion and a ſound of words, 
as alſo the inward agitation of mind, in thought and deſire. The 
latter is call'd by ah yang. xx Adye- tulvxG6-,the thought or inward 
word of the mind or ſpirit of Man, within himſelf; the other, 
Tpopopinds, the outward expreſſion of it, to other Men. The Myſti- 
cal Tongue of the natural ſpirit (in this comprehenſive ſenſe of the 
Word, Mouth, or Tongue, we are not to be raſh with, nor haſty 
to utter any thing (or word) before God, by) is abundantly more 
untamable, and unreclaimable, in itsexorbitances, then the figu- 
rative, Litteral Tongue. And, of this myſtical extent and ſignifi- 
cancy, abovelaid, is Tongue to be underſtood, Jam. 3. C The 
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Tonzue ean no» Man tame, it i an unruly evil, full of deadly Poiſon, Eee 
ry kind of Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes, and Serpents or Creeping things, in 
Air, Earth, and Water, have biz tamed by Man. But, the Tongu: 
(his own Spirit, 1n the unruly Lite, Motion, and Various Exprei?;- 
on of it) can no Man tame. Thus 1s beyond Man's Power or Skill. 
And, more ſo, when beſide all the Evil and Enmity to God, found 
in its fallen earthly ſtate of nature (and fiery Zeal (of love to,and) 
for the defence of its own Life, Will, and Way ; Specially, when 
reſtor'd, and clenſcd from filth of fleſh) *tis allo, ſer on fireof Hell. 
This may ſeem to import its being brought, by Satan's farther work- 
man-ſhip, into a fix'd ſtate of Flaming Zeal and Love, for, and to 
itſelf, with him, in unchangable Enmity toGod and his Spirit of 
Grace. This full account of the Tongue (the ſame with the Mouth, 
here) have we, with the Litteral Figure, that little Member that 
boaſts great things ; and, with its little fire, or heat, in the beginning 
of a contention, kindles a great matter, encreaſes into a huge flame, 
and tumult, ſo as frequently to _ two perſons or more (before,in 
Union) into a final ſeperation, and an irreconcileable parting-blow, 
to their dying Hours. Thus is the Tongue /in Letter and Myſtery, 
put together) 4 fire, a World of Iniquity, defiling the whole Boay, or 
Man, and ſetting on fire the courſe of nature; and all this, beyond 
Retrieve or Remedy, when it is once ſet oz fire of Hell, Any Man 
then, that*s reduced by the Croſs of Chriſt, the only effeftual and 
powerful Bit, Bridle, and Helm, for ruling or bringing about his: 
natural ſpirit {more untamable, and unreducible to order, then a- 
ny wild Horſe, Mule ( Pſal.32.9.) or other Beaſt ;more ungovernable 

a Ship, in a Storm, or other dangers) into due order, peace,quiet- 
nels, and right demeanour towards God and Man ; any, or every ſuch 
Man is a erfel Man,not offending in Word,but able (on all accounts) to 
bridle and order his whole Body, or Man. All this, have we; Jam. 
3-2-8. In many things, we offend all, lay's that Apoſtle ; that is, the 
natural Spirit, in its own will, courſe, and way (at beſt, worſt, or 
any intermediate condition) 1s a continual Offender, withont any 1n- 
termiſſion, in principle and all manner of operation or motion, deſt- 
re, thought, word, or ation. The very Spirit it ſelf is 4 Roor of 
Bitterneſs, bearins Gall, Wormwood, Briars and Thorns, in Enmity 
and Rebellion againſt God. Yea, _ on very awak'ned Spiritual ey 
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(till perfeQly Crucified and Slain, Dead and Buried in the myſtical 
Grave of Chriſt) *tis a continual contrary-minded Warrier and Figh- 
ter againſt God, and the Saint's own ſpiritual mind ; Gal. G1 7. Rom. 
7-22,23. Thus have we, by Solomon, Paul, and James, a lad, ſtrang, 
but true deſcription or Character of the temper and condition of the 
Spirit of Man, within the compals of nature, or 1n the Sphere of its 
own aCtivity, corrupt or righteous. 1: /zes in wickedneſs, or in the 
wicked one; 1 Jo. 5.19. Satan has a twofold party, in mankind, 
the corrupt, Protane Heathen ; and a wiſtaking righteous,Profeſſing 
firſt-Covenant People. Both are againſt Chrilt's little Flock, Spirt- 
tual Saints, a third party in this World, dwellers in Heaven, We find 
the mention of all three ; P/al. 2. and Rev, 12. 12. Inhabitants of 
Earth and Sea, a myſtical carthly Jeruſalem party of Profeſſors, in 
all Ages; and a profane party (foaming out their own ſhame, ca- 
ſting up Mire and Dirt, asa myſtical Reging Sea) theſe are, all of 
them, againſt the dwellers in Heaven, that have their Converſation 
in Heaven, affections fix'd on things above. Another wonder. Of 
Satan's two parties in the World, Profeſſors, in firſt-covenant Holt 
neſs, as gained by him, and made his Synagogue, ina fix'd Enmity 
to the Goſpel, prove, allalong,his moſt ſerviceable Inſtruments (as 
the righteous Scribes-and Phariſees, againſt Chriſt, and his whole 
Goſpel-miniſtry) his choiceſt SubjeQts ; the ſtrongeſt, frontier Gar- 
rifons in his whole worldly Dominion, or Univerſal Monarchy ; be | 
fore, and all along the four Univerſal Humane Monarchies, with the 
Romane or laſt whereof, his alſo is to be Perioded. They are the ig- 
nal with-ſtandersof Goſpel-Light, and of all Chriſt's true Golpdl 
Witneſles, in all times, whoſe Teſtimony is Tormenting to all that 
dwell upon the Earth, or take up, with confidence, in but earthly, þ 
reſtor'd natural Principles, for Salvation. Theſe falſe Apoitles, Met þ 
lengers, or Emiſlaries of Satan, that fo pune amuſe Men with 
his accurſed other Goſpel, for Chriſt's true and bleſſed one, are hs 
moſt uſeful Engineers, to keep off the true Goſpel and Preachers 
thereof, inthe whole World. Why ? What if Chriſt's Meſſe 

or Ambaſſadours ſhould have a hearing? Why,they are the only dan- 
gerous Invaders of Satan's Univerſal worldly Monarchy ; diſcoverer 
of all the intriqu's,wiles, and moſt ſubtile devices, by which he car- 
xies 0n his whole Myſtery of Iniquity, manages all his affairs, - 
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the maintaining his ground, againſt any Encroachments, or Dawh- 
ings of the Kingdom or Spirit of Chriſt. So long as he can keep 
out Chriſt's Goſpel (as the moſt formidable Blaſphemy and Hereſy, 
in the World) and make his Law-Goſpel paſs currant with the gene- 
rallity of Profeſſors, he reckon's himſelf well ; and his matters, at 
a very good pals. And, it he have thus prevaiPd wonderfully, all 
along this World, even in the very day of Chriſt's and his Apoſtles 
Miniltry,what's to be expected in this latter day, the worlt of times ? 
He has alway's, in a manner, engaged magiitratical Humane Pow- 
ers (as under his influence and ſteerage) on his GoſpePs-(ide, to afſiſt 
againſt Chriſt's ; help firſt-Covenant Brethren, againſt the ſecond ; 
a worldly Church againſt a heavenly ; Hypocritical Sinners in Zorn, 
againſt true Spiritual Z#o9r-Saints, in their Controverſies with them ; 
the Orthodox DoCtriu oi Man's Wiſdom, ' on natur's behalf, againft 
the Croſs, and Goſpel of Cliiit, asthe common enemy of nature, 
in them all. Though theſe two earthen Pot-ſherds, a corrupt and 
righteous party, do ſometimes daſh one another in pieces, they {till 
find it their joynt intereſt, to picce up again, and lay their heads to- 


gether, to conſult at one Table, againſt the true Saints of the moſt 


igh. Righteous Law-Sas/, that fiercely fought Satan's Battel, a- 
gainſt the Lord and his Saints ; when everlaſtingly righteous Gol- 
pel-Paul, he became the moſt dangerous enemy to, and diſturber of 
the peace of his worldly Territories, or Univerſal Province, in the 
whole World. For, then he could diſcover all his wiles, and Cabi- 
net-Counſels ; as Eliſha, the King of Syria's. Andyet, the natural 
ſpirit, with its Mouth, Tongue, and whole expreſſion, - inward or 
outward (in thought, defire, word, and deed, as to its ownTe- 
mainder of Life, in its own aCtivity, will, and way) was {till on 
Satan's ſide ; the Belial-party, even in Paul; the Unbeliever, as to 
Goſpel ; the continually guilty Sinner, the Fighter againſt God and 
his own true intereſt ; Ro.7.Gal.5.17. 1 Pet.2.11. But, it was weak- 
n'd and batter*d by the Crofs, he having gladly receiv'd the ſentence 
of death,upon it, within him;and rejoycing to find death-work going 
on,a-main,upon it; yea,joyning with Chriſt, in his ſpiritual mind,to 
Crucify his fleſhly, with the affettions and luſts thereof; ps 
This Belial-party, in the very Saint {2 Cor. 6.15.) his natural Spi- 
rit, or fleſhly mind, not fully ys is that Tongue, that's li- 
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able to be ſet on fire, by the influence of the Devil, and to be kind- 
led or awaken'd up, into ſtrong, hor, fleſhly deſires and luſts, after 
his periſhing Meats, or worldly defireables. Whence elſe, could -Sp/o- 
#01 himſelf, after God's anſwer to his pleaſing requeſt for true Wiſ: 
dom {Spiritual and Heavenly) have bin fetch'd back, and hurried, 
many Years after, into ſuch a World of groſs Uncleanneſles and Ido- 
latries? The natural ſpirit, in its own unſubdued motions and 
way”s, defiles even Saints themſelvs ; and this is figured by the 
Tongue, a little Member of the Body, butan unruly one, as uſed 
by the unruly Spirit and will of Man. *Tis a raging and enraged 
Expreſler and Provoker of unruly Paſſhons in our lelvs and others. 
vitkemice may bedone with the Litteral, the Myſtical Tongue of 
Man's Spirit, can no Man tame, by any Curbing-Bit or Bridle, any 
device, or means, to be found inthe fir{t-Creation Workd, or, na- 
ture, Yea, this Tongue waxes more unruly, raging mad and blaf: 
phemous (of all things, __ all ſaving Goſpel-Truths) even in 
the flouriſh of Legal-Chriſtianity, form of Godlineſs, righteouſneſs 
of Man, or Holy Fleſh; 4.26.11. It no Man, nothing, firſt-Cre- 
_ ation nature,ca curb and tame this Myſticalunruly Tongue, *tis im- 
plied, this can be effeCtually done, only by God himſelf, or his ap- 
pointed all-ſearching, all-powerful. Spirit, Croſs, or-Spiritual Goſ- 
pel-Sword and Fire, Slaying-and Offering up the Life of nature that's 
Enmity to:God, in Sacrifice, by. Death, unto God. The obedient 
death of a Spirit, a Life, a State of Enmity to God, is acceptable 
to God, by Jeſus Chriſt, the High-Prieſt, Slayer, Offerer up, and 
Preſenter thereof, unto God moſt high. The Croſs of Chriſt, is 
the Yoke, the Bit, the Bridle, put uponit, for like reaſon, as Yokes 
and Bridles, on unruly-Beaſts, ro make them obey their Maſters and 
Riders. Thenatural Spirit in the Saint, though cleanfed and righte- 
ous, is, fince the fall, found in Enmity to God, and Union with 
World-and Devil. . So. Paubfound it ;. Ro: 7. Nature (corrupt or 
righteous) World, and Devil ; or, theWorld, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil are all of a Knot, in a-united intereſt againſt God, Chriſt, all 
Goſpel-Saints and Truths. 

This unruly beaſt, in the Saint, greatly need's ataming-bit and 
bridle, to fetch it about, and teach it obedience to Chritt, its divine 
and” Spiritual Lord and Maſter. The demoliſhing;. and 
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the croſs, upon it, can only do this. Satan was riding this myſtical: 
beaſt, the natural or legal Spirit in Paul, towards Damaſcus, againſt 
the Goſpel. Chriſt meets him, throw's off that rider ( for ever,: 
and not only for a ſeaſon, as from Balaam ) ſtrikes down the beaſt, 
flat to the earth ; the earthly, natural Spirit, as well as litteral body 
of Payl. Thelatter was a hgure of the former. Chriſt turn'd a- 

bout his underſtanding and heart, or will, into a full career of op- 
poſition to the Devil's deſign and Kingdom. So he preſently prea- 
ch'd the Goſpel,at Damaſcus,whither he was comming, with full pur- 
poſe and reſolution,to perſecute it. Then, forthwith, the Devil and. 
profeſſing Jews, hunted and forc'd him out of the City. Bur, let Sa- 
tan Strike while he will, at Paw,and do his-worſt,in rage,againſt him- 
(whom, before he uſed asa ſerviceable inſtrument ) when Chriſt is - 
the rider. The more deadly wounds he or his inſtruments do give 
any thing in Pa#l, that canbe wounded and ſlain;the more tame and 
obedient does-it grow, to his: new rider and true maſter. Chriſt 
will render the moſt malicious: praCticesof all enemies againſt Par 
(orany, in like caſe) conducible to the bringing him to his own 
hand, which is the Saint's true good, and great gain. The Wicked 
(Angels or men ) that are his Sword, are uſed by Chriſt as whipp's - 
and {courges, to tame the unruly tongue, natural Spirit, or rebellious 
fleſhly mind in the Saint, that warr's againſt 'his Spirit, iry himſelf. 
and Saints. The ſaid wicked are { as *twere ) ridden alſo, or overs - 
ruled by Chriſt, the Saint's new rider (-P/al.17.13,14 ) uſed, as his - 
Sword and hand, tocarry on his croſs-work- on what's to die in the 
Saint,the ſaid unrulytongue. The whole knot of evil angels and men, . 
can do nothing to, or -againft his Saints, but what's -exadHy* con- 
ducible to their good, at every turn,. in every- point,, All's on the : 
right. wheel, Nil come what will or can, under Chriſt's conduct, 
for the Saint's advantage. The due conſideration of this, will cauſe-' 
Saints to rejoyce, with Pazl, in the greateſt tribulations ( and tri-- 
umph over all enemies/ amidſt the thickeſt troop's of them; round 

about th:m) having a. fixed eye .upon the glory that follows, which. 
excels and remains, for ever... In ſtead -of ſinking, and growing: 

meary under contradictions and / Bom 67 ors ſaid,God. forbid I ſhould. 
glory or rejoyce in any thing, fave what's doing to me, by the Croſs 
of our-Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; let who will be the inſtruments, for carry-- 
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ing on its demoliſhing, taming work, on my unruly fleſhly mind, 
and body of death, The full —_— it, is the compleat death ofit. The 
more thick, ſpeedy and powertull death-blow's are given to it, the 
better ; theſooner will the happy work be done, and the Saint de- 
liver'd from his Spirit of bondage, the PRR—_ guilty Sinner ; and 
ſo, from all evil of finor puniſhment. The natural * 7 9p". or 
righteous, 1s in a union of mind, with the Devil, till this death-work 
o& the croſſe upon it, be finiſh'd. Be ot, therefore, raſh with thy 
mouth, tongue, nguage,or expreſſion of thy natural Spirit ; or /et 
thy carnal mind or fleſhly heart, that's in union with the Devil, be 
haſty, forward, and confident, to utter any thing before God, 'Let not 
that be the Speaker to Men, in Preaching ; or to God, in Prayer, pub- 
lickor private. It willdo Satan's drudgery, carry on his deſigns, 
whereor when-ever it is the ſpeaker or actour. It will do all, inen- 
mity to God, to his Spirit of truth, and Saint's. Lex not thine heart 
be haſty to utter any thing (or word) before God. This ſhew's,Slomon 
mean's by mouth, ig the firſt clauſe, the expreſſing and doing of the 
will and mind of the natural heart or Spirit, that's in enmity to God, 
"The Saint ought to have a jealous eye over it, and keep a continual 
watch againſt it ; fo as never to do the will, or fulfil the luſts thereof ; 
but oppoſe, fight againſt,and cracifie them. If we live and walk in Chriſf*s 
Steddy Spirit of everlaſting righteouſneſs, thus we ſhall do; Ga, 
5. T6. and, 24,25. All yielding Obedience to, or doing the will and 
Juſt of the fleſh, or carnal mind of enmity to God, is compliance with 
the Devil, againſt the Goſpel-will of Chriſt ( in tumſelf and us ) and 
divine will of God. The natural Spirit is the home-bred traitour, 
wrap'd up in a confederacy with the Devil, in -enmity to God ; rhe 
Foe of owr own Houſe, or in our own perſons, by which, Satan ſeek's to 
miſchieve and deſtroy us. *Tis our great concern, to watch againſt 
this foe, and keep itout of aCtion, till perfeRtly aboliſh*d, and cut off; 
and then, ſhall we never be troubled with it, more. The reſtor'd 
Spirit of man, that has bin as a boſome-friend and guide, m the firſt 
covenant houſe of God (leading us out of the corrupt State of our na» 
rure, and oppoling the vile afteftions and luſts thereof, filth of fleſk;) 
tirn's flat againſt the new guide and leader, the Spirit ef Chriſt, in 
nimſeifand us, under theconduQt whereof, only,tis poſſible for us, to 
emer ipto God's reſt, This familiar friend and wife, that lies in our 
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boſome, /ifts up the heel, and turns fat againſt the new governour 
(the Spiritual and ſure guide to true beſſedneſs) as well as tormer fa- 
miliar friends without doors,that remainwholly in the firſt-covenant 
houſe, eſtabliſh*'d by Satan in the righteouſneſs of man, and fo, in 
unchangable enmity to God ; P/al. 41.9. Truſt not thy boſom?-friead, 
when indeed, turn'd intoa bolom-enemy, the Foe, the worldly diſpu- 
tant, the carnal-minded reaſoner again(t,and oppoſer of Chritt's Gol- 
pel-Spirit in us, our new guide. Confer not with her ( Gal.1.16 ) 
Suffer her not to Speak, or,open her mouth. And, keep the door of 
thy mouth, from her. Let not thethoughts, words, prayers of thy 
Spiritual mind or man (that's to ſeek, ſtudy, and joyn with Chriſt, . 
to put herto death) be offer'd to her, in way of conference, or treaty. 
For, She will be againſt all, to be ſure, Ther's »o treating with hey, for 
peace, whole enmity to God 15 curable only by her Death. She is for 
ar, as longas one drop of myſtical blood, or life is left in her. She - 
will fight againſt Spirit, tothe laſt gaſp. Truſt her not, then ; 
Mica. 7. 5. I am for peace, lay's Davi's Spiritual Man, but if I open 
my mouth to ſpeak.of peace, tomy natural ; that (withall the affeCti- 
ons and luſts thereof, that fight and war againſt my own ſoul, r Per. 
2, 11.) iSalway's for war ; Pſal. 120. 7. The carnal mind, or na- 
tural Spirit, is the e, that hates peace ; that peace with God, which 
is n0 otherwiſe attainable, but by its Death ; The ſoul of che Spiritual 
Saint /ojourn*s in Meſech, dwells in the tents of Kedar, with binsthat 
hates peace, the Foe of its own houle, till utterly  aboliſh'd, dead and 
ne. v. 5, 6. If we follow our former old guide, in us, againſt the 
of our corrupted nature (when thus turn'd againſt the new and ' 
lure: Spiritual guide in us) we are o far forth, ſervants of ſinand 
Satan, Row6. 16. Theſe two Spirits, natural and | wang Sand 
God's, firſtandſecond-covenant principles of life,delire,thought,word,.. 
and aCtion, in Man (clearly ſtated and laid before him, in their vaſt 
differences;and irreconcilable contrarieties ( with the advantages-and 
diſadvantages of chuſing this. or that, for the principle of oug life 
and ation ; , eternal hfe or death) does not-a wrong and moſt fooliſh. 
choice, render a man iably and unexcuſably-guilty of hisown 
eternal ruine ? Be zot, then, raſb with this-mouth of thy Spirit of en- 
mity to God, #or haſty in that heart, to utter any thing before God, 
' For how is it poſſible to ſpeakright words or things to God, or men, 
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in a Spirit. of cnmity to God,whok mouth ſpeaks all its words,in union 
with the Devil ? All, that after Spiritual Light and ſtrong conviction 
( a5 to all theſe things ) afforded them, do ſtill pzrſilt in 1peaking rhe 
words of their haſty, forward Spirit of enmity to God ( 1n preaching 
to men, or pretended prayer to God) are abominable ro God, in all, 
For, as their molt aggravated wickedneſs, madnelſs and folly, do they 
deliver themſelvs up to the Devil, as his ſworn, bored Slaves and val- 
fals,for ever. When, by way of death and reſurreCtion, Man's natural 
Spirit is transform'd and baptiz'd into a union with his Spiritual 
mind or man (the Spirit of God inhim) then, as a Seer of God, and 
right obcdient Servantto the true Prophet or Spiritual man, in him, 
'tisa meck,rightly tuned ſpirit,fitted to be a mouth,or door of utterance, 
tor the things of God, to his Spiritual man. 

For God is 1n Heaven,and thou upon Earth:thereforelet thy words be few. 
God reſides or dwells in the all-ſearching Light of his new-creation 
Sanftuary-Spirit, that can diſcover the bottom intent of all hearts 
(Heb. 4. 12, 13 ) that take up with Satan in his firſt-creation houſe 
or ſtate, in unchangable enmity to him and the ſecond ; his heavenly 
houſe or Spirit. When thow prayeſt, then, enter into thy Cloſet, and 
ſhut thy Door ( Mat. 6. 6.) exclude thy own Earthly underſtanding, 
Mind, or Will, let them have nothing to do, in, or with thee, in o 
Prayers ; keep ſecret from them, what thou pray'lt, and treate 
about, with God, for thy Salvation. For, the Life of that, 1s to be 
the Sacrifice, by which, to enter into the new and everlaſting covenant 
with God;, Plal. 50. 5. Keep the Duor of thy mouth from this falſe 
boſome-Friend, and guide. She will never conſent to her own 
Death. And, in all true Saint's preaching to men, and Prayer to 
God, is this very thing to be taught and ſought. This foe 1s to be 
excluded out of the cabinet-counſell of Chriſt and the Saint, who 
joyntly conclude the Death or utter abolition of all the Life and 
motion thereof. If that therefore be admitted into our Cloſet of 

rayer, and conſulting with Chriſt, about it's own Death, ſo as to 

ave a vote in the caſe, it will pray, plead, and vote againſt it, al. 

way's; and reckon Chriſt and the Saints Spiritual Man, it's unrea- 

ſonable enemies. It will reckon all the prayers of the Spiritual man 

againſt it, curſing, andall his endeavors, in union with Chriſt, to cru- 

city it, murder. *Twil cry out to the Devil, Oh ! Murder, n—_—_— 
a 
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and call for aſſiſtance, againſt its and his enemies. All, that it wif 
agree to pray for, will be but an asking amils, ſuch things as may gra- 

ty its own luſts, in enmity to God, It is the perpetual difuner, 
wrangler, and quarreller againſt the only way of Salvation, under the 
Crols ; againſt its own Death, which is God's declared undiſpenſable 
way, in the appointed methods of his wiſdom, for man's Salvation. 
Thos ſecret, faithfully kept (according to Chriſt's counſel ) by the Spi- 
ritual man of the Saint, from his own natural ; when the frifcing 
Death-work on the natural, is over, and finiſhed, Chriſt will reward 
him openly ( Mat. 6. 6.) at the manifcſtation of the Sons of God, in 
the viſibility of his an hidden Spiritual Life;hidden (tillChrilt's 
ſecond coming and maniteſtation in Spirit ) in himſclf and Saints. 
The Saint is deeply concern'd to ch:ck his own haſty, raſh, forward 
Spirit, as a moſt dangerous foe, in his own houſe, or Perſon. God 
i5in his heavenly Sparit, thou 1n thy earthly, therefore /et thy words 


' be few; indeed,none at all. If that foe bethe ſpeaker or chuſer, all 


will go wrong. All its prayers will run for ( and be calculated to) 
its own intereſt, Life, and livelihood ; the belly and meats, the deſires 
and deſirables, that will all be deſtroy'd and periſh. It will hate 
Chriſt the founrain of Life, and chuſe its own <ternal Death,ia the 
cauſes of it, and ready way to it; Pro.$. 36. 


Verſ: III. For, a Dream cometh through the multitude of buſineſs ; 
and a fools voice is known by a multitude of words. 


Man, at beſt, in his own nature, is altogether vanity, walks in 4 
v4in ſþh:w (Heb. an Image) lead's but an Imaginary Life, in the Image 
ofthe Earthly, the Law-Spicit of nature, ſhadow of the heavealy, 
the Goſpel-Spicit of Grace and Truth. All man's concerns and la- 
bours, relating to ſuch a Life ; all his —_— of himſclf abour it, 
muſt needs be in vain. The very life, to which all relate, is very va- 
nity. Inall thenoiſe, trouble, ſtr, and din, man makes about him- 
ſap herein, can he never pleaſe God, or profit himſelf, as to true ble{- 
edneſs. Vainareall his folicitudes 1a getting, heaping, up, and kee 
ing ſuch litteral or myſtical riches of his own nature, as will all 1 
themſelvs wings and fly way , do what he can, when als done. 


All ſuch riches are but « vanity, toſſed to and fro, by them that love 
| E ec Death. 
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Death. Tt is but a tumbling caſt, in which men are toſſed up and 
down, by providence, like balls (as the Poet ſay's ) never at any 
certainty. Many, rich in outward, litteral wealth, live to ſee all gone, 
and themſelvs run down into poverty. Ando, as to myſtical; many, 
rich,for a ſeaſon, in Laodicean treaſures, and fruits of a firſt-covenant 
righteous Life, roll back again with the Dog to the vomit, and Sow to 
the mire of their old fins, brutiſh vileneſſes, and fo come again to 
be as poor, and tattered there, as other beggerly, brutiſh ſinners of 
the Genti'Ps. Yea,in a worle condition then they ( if unfix'd there ) 
becauſe now come to their /atter end worſe then that beginniny, as born 
dead in treſpaſles and fins ; 2 Pez. 2. 20-22. For but theſe two ſorts 
of {lippery deceitful riches, eſpecially the myſtical, do men turn their 
backs on Chriſt's true riches, heavenly treaſures, eternal Life, with 
the Young Man in the —_— not regarding them, at all, any more 
then a bruit beaſt does. And this renders man's whole Lite and la- 


bour, in this World,from his Cradle to his Grave, a very dream. In + 


the multitude of his buiſineſs ( cumbring himſelf as Martha, with 
the many things of this World, that Satan is called Prince and God 
of ) he wholly negle&ts Maries better choice of the one thing meceſſary, 
which comprehends all things, relating to true bleſſedneſs, in the 
World to come. The full ſum of all, man labours but for ſome 
little particle ofthe god of this World offer'd Chriſt,and was refuſed; 
evenall the Kingdoms of this World and Glory of them, thart is, all 
humane and angelical excellencies, found in the firſt creation ; yea, 
and all theſe, by his EY art, gilded over with the near- 
eſt reſemblance of all the things of God, the ſpiritual Life, Wiſdom, 
and Righteouſneſs of God, in the ſecond, What madneſs is.it, for 
Men to trade in, feed,and wholly dote upon, but ſuch periſhing vani- 
ties,or meats, Satan is the known permitted Maſter and diſpenſer of? 
Mean while, all eternal things and concerns,are as wholly negleCted, 
deſpiſed, and*hated ; even that ſpirit of Chriſt,that one thing (com- 
prehending all things) neceſſary to ſalvation. This Gofj el-ſpirit of 
God, withall its words, the only right do-all and fay-all, to God's 
well-pleaſing and Man's ſalvation, Man will not reckon worth his 
thought, regard, looking after,or liſtening to. But, on he goes, in 
his dreamiſh Life of Vanity, to try what work he can make on't, 
there, for true happineſs, under an abſolute known impoſſibility. of 


ever 
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ever finding it, He fondly ſeeks for it, in periihing vanities, which 
God reckon's things that arenot ; and, never regacd's things ſpi- 
ritual, heavenly, and eternal, which God call's the cnly things that 
are. Thus croſs and contrary 15 the judgement, are the conceptions 
and words of Man's witdom, at beſt, ty God's. Man will own no- 
thing above his fading natural things, fr{t-creation vanities, but in- 
finite divinity, He will not believe there are any middle fort of 
things, of a ſpiritual everlaſting righteous nzw-cceaticn nature, be- 
tween matured, and purely divine things. Thus, does Mzn leave no 
room for his advance 1n creature-{hip, above his natural firſt-creati- 
on ſtate of vanity, but only a being Grilled up, 1nto infinite divi- 
nity, wholly loling his creaturality, by annitulation : and fo, in- 
deed, getting juſt nothing. Inhnire Divinity will be where *rwas, 
and what it was, from Eternity to Eternity, beyond and 
above all poſſibility of addition ; and, all Creatur's, Men and An- 
gels, where they were, before Creation; a meer abſolute nullity, va- 
nilhed Shadows. Eos | 
If there be no other creature-ſtate, but what they ( both and all ) 
receiv'd by the firſt creation, what elſe imaginable, can become of 
them, but a reduction of them all, into their primitive nothing ? 
The towring,preſumtuous thought of being godded with God, 4s, 
at bottom, tha well examin'd, a being downright nothing'd ; 
and-no better. © God will not only contute, but deſtroy all this 
wiſdom of man, in which he preſumtuouſly, rambles about for hap- 
pineſs,in his own will and way(againft his makers known mind and 
counſel, about him ) P_ upon his own fading, natural creature 
things, in preference to, and excluſion of God's heavenly, Spiritual 
Eternal cceature-chings, as not worthy his regard, or minding, 
They deny, they decry them. They call them blaſphemous fi-tions 
(and therein do they blaſpheme) deviſed fables only, to {lurr, dimi- 
niſh and diſparage their conceited natural things, periſhing vanities, 
which they reckon the only creature-things that are, ina perfe&t con- 
trariety to the Judgment of God. By thoſe very Spiritual Saints 
andthings, man's Wiſdom count*s Fools and Foolſhiefs will God con- 
foundall their fooliſh-Wiſdom and felt-exalting power. By theſe 
fooliſh Perſons; and deſpiſed things, Man looks on as worſe then 
nothing, will God bring to nowght things that (in man's Judgment ) 
E 
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are-; in God's, not ; 1"Cor. 1. 9. and v. 27, 23. who'l be Judg, at 
hſt ? God, and wiſe, holy, firſt-covenant Saints, are of a direCtly 
contrary Judgment, in this great caſe. Thoſe that, with Paul, 
have Praile with God ( are ſuch as the Lord commendeth ) go for 
no body, worſe than nothing, with them. . 

Theythat are meer dreamers,and pleaſe themlelvs with theirdream 
(Fer. 23. 25-32)or dreamiſh hapineſs,call allGoſpel-truths,a dream, 
chaff, a deluſion of the Devil ; and ſay to Goſpel-Saints, as.Joſeph's 
brethren to. him, behold theſe dreamiſh-heirs, that pretend to the 
everlaſting inheritance, ina Spirit and doQtrine, we-hate ; . /e?*s kill 
them all, and ſee what will become of them and their dream's. Gen. 37. 
18-20, They reckon their doftrin Wheat;and Chriſt's, Chaft. But, 
he will ſay,what's your Chaff to my Whear ? The true Spiritual cir- 
cumciſion-Saint, ſeem's a fool, a mad Man, in the houſe of God, or,, 
to and'amongſt firſt-covenant brethren ( Ho. g. 7, 8 ) yea, the filth 
of the her. off-fcour ing of all things , x Cor. 4. 10.13. 2Cor. 10. 
12. Thoſe, that rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, or in his Goſpel-Spirit, the 
Holy Ghoſt, with joy unſpeakable and Glorious, are. deſpiſed and 
trampled on, by their firſt-covenant brethren, whoſe confidence is 
wholly in-their holy fleſh, or reſtor'd naturals. The firſt and ſecond- 
covenant Saint, are-properly the natural and Spiritual man. The 
enlightned moral heathen, obedient to the reltor'd rational, firſt. 
covenant light, or law of nature, may becomprehended under the 
title, natural man.. But, the corrupr heathen, living and walking 
wholly inthe brutiſh luſts of his degenerarte, fallen nature, is a-beaſt. 
He has not, what is-properly, in a Scripture-ſenſe, the life of a man 
or any part of it. That Death in Sin;threatned andaccompliſh'd 
upon) Adamand all his poſterity, the delight in,rather then-accept 
of deliverance out of it. But, : Aer ow d, reſtor*'d natural man, 
in the light, oralſo life of the firſt-covenant,  is- of a diſtinCt, con- 
wy palate, deſire, appetite, and thought or judgment, from and 
to the Spiritual. All his regard, deſire, love,anddelight, isfor, after, 
and in worldly, periſhing vanities, paſſant ſhadows,. dreams, that 
ome from 4 multitude of buſmes,that he vainly makes tohimſelf,about 
fuck y, periſhing nothings. Soy wilt they themſelvs ( even 
theſe firſt-covenant kings, the-myſtical Princes of thisworld, ſuch as 
erwcified Chrift ) come to nought yea, wore then nothing,with all their 
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truſted in nothings. They'l beat a total loſs, for ever, pining and 

ſtarving in everlaſting poverty and nakedneſs, under the poſi- 

tive ——_—_ and Burnings of unchangable and unquenchable 

Wrath. 

 T. Anda Fool's woice is known by a multitude of words ; good words, 
fair ſpeeches, as the only Miniſters of Chriſt's Goſpel, . deceiving the 
hearts of the oy = or undiſcerning ; that can't diſcern, or, at leaſt, 
don! own the ifference between Chriſt's and Satan's G oſpel. All 
the while, are _ gratifying or ſerving their own palate, appetite, 
deſire, or belly of their natural Spirit, in the periſhing Life,and with 
the periſhing Meats, of a firſt-Covenant State, asthe true Salvati- 
on and blefſedneſs of any. Theſe Wiſe-Fools, are the fierceſt ene- 
mies of the very Chriſt, the very Goſpel, of all men. A multitude 
of Words and Books do they come forth, in. And, nothing muſt 
paſs for Orthodox, right or true Goſpel-Dottrin, but what the wiſ- 
dom of Man, that's a flat enemy to all Chriſt's Goſpel, ſitting in its 
Magiſterial Chair of Infallibility, gives its _— nod, or Impri- 
matur, to. .Be ſuch, what they will, they do and will yet paſs 
for the only ſignal owners and Trumpeters of Chriſt's everlaſting, 
Goſpel ; whereas indeed they are the moſt careful ſhutters up of the 
Kingdom of Heaven,the moſt induſtrious decriers of the very Chriſt, 
the very Goſpel,or Spiritual ſenſe of all Scripture,in the World. This 
was the Phariſeescaſe, in Chriſt's own time ; Mat. 23.13. The firſt- 
covenant law-ſpirit or principle, fixed inenmity to the ſecond; isthe 
ſe'f-ſame /eavex with that of the Phariſees,under the outward diſpen- 
ftion of the Gofpel,:-as-wellas under the Law. They, for « pretence, 
made long Prayers,: compaſſed Sea and Land, left no means unattempr- 
ed, no ſtone unturn'd, zo proſeiree or fetch back any from Chriſt's 
Goſpel-truth, to Satan's lie and falfhood, his accurſed other Goſ- 
pel ; and fo, to make then two-fold more the Children of Hell rhen 
themſelus, as (inning againſt cleerer diſcerning, greater Light and 
Conviction, then they ever had;as-to Coſpel-truths. And,thisdone,, 
they Triumph, as having doxe God Serwiee, inconverting them fronx 
Chriſt*stotheir Cofpel, which Man's wiſdom ſtyles Orthodox.. So, 
all run's ſmoorh and fine: God keep's filenee, and they pleaſe them- 
felvs to imagine he isof their mind and judgment, ſuch 2 oxe 4s themes 

felvs;. Plal.$0.20,21.- Buthe warn's them before- he will find 
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a time totcar them in pieces, *'S. none ſhall be able to deliver tliem ; 
v.22, And, as he threatens them, lhe comforts Saints, abuſed þb 
thum, with this promiſe, 1*/: appear for your Joy, and they ſhall be 
aſhamed, Thele threat'so the one, and promilcs tothe otlier, will 
be accompl:{h'd, at one and the ſame time, Chrilt's ſecond com- 
ming ; 1/a7.66.5, If ſuch endeavcurs were uſed, to keep off people 
from hcaring Chritt himſelf, what may the truz Miniiters of his 
Golpel, now, expect from the like legal-ipirited Generation of 
Preachers and Profeſſors ? The Phariſees ſaid among themſclus, per- 
c:tve yt how ye prevail nothing * To wit, as to the gaining and 
keeping off the people, from liſtning to his M.iniſtry ? B-hold, the 
IVorld is £92 after him , J0.12. 19. Indeed, th? World goes after 
79cm (1]0.4.5.) hear's and own's them and their Doctrin. People, a 
Profetling People, wonder after the Beaſt, admire his Apoltles, praile, 
reward, and follow them. 

The deadly Wound, given mankind by the firſt Sin, being healed 
in theſe Teachers and Hearers (by which they are recovered out of 
that Death in 1 reſpaſſes and Sins, they were born in) they reckon, 
all's their own. And, who but they? Rev.13.3. With what a 
wry Mouth,and ſ{cornful Indignation did the Phariſees take up theirs 
and the Chief Prieſt's Officers, who were ſent to ApprehendChriſt, 
but did not ? Never Man ſpake like this Man, ſaid x Officers. Are 
ze alſo deceiv'd ? ſaid the Phariſees. Have any of the Rulers or Phari- 

ſees beliew/'d on him? But this People that knoweth not the Law, are 
Curſed, None, but a ſort of Ignorant, ſimple People, Women 
and unlearn'd Fiſher-Men ( So they reckon'd Peter and fFohn, AR. 
4.13.) follow him, or regard hisdoCtrin. At this rate, did the ſig- 
nally enlight'ned ring-leaders of the then only Profeſſing People of 
God, in the World, ſay of Chriſt and his Doctrin. What will con- 
vince? Are weblind alſo? Said the Phariſces, Jeſus ſaid, if ye 
were blind, ye ſhould have no Sin; or would not be guilty of the un- 
pardonable Sin, againſt Spiritual Light ; and ſo, the Holy Ghoſt : 
But ye ſay, we ſee : Therefore your Sin remain's, for ever, upon you, 
that is, 1s unpardonable. Ye wilfully and knowingly Sin againſt 
my Goſpel-Spirit ot truth, the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo, remain's to you 
nothing but a certain fearful looking -& of Judgment and fiery Indig- 
gation, for ever; Heb.10.26,27. Te areof your Father th: Devil, Jo. 
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8.44. Te Serpeats, ye Generation of Vipers, ho." can ye eſcape the Dam} 
nation of Hell ? Mat.23.33. Thisis the language, on both hands, 
that pailed between Chritt and the enlight®ned Proteſſors and Teachy 
ers of that day. What will warn, or induce felt-confidents, to a ſuf- 
ition of their rotten Principles, and Sandy Foundation ? If any 
think he has whereof to boaſt, there, Pau/and other enhight*ned Phart- 
ſees of that day,more.And,as confident was Pazl, all was right with 
him, and hedoing God Service, in Perſecuting the Goſpel, as any 
now can be, inlike caſe and Principles. The cafe of blind Leaders 
and their blind followers, all of them ſtark blind (or worſe, wil- 
fully blind, as ſhutting their eyes againſt, and turning away their 
underſtandings from Chriſt's to Satan's Goſpel) is the ſame now, as 
then. And, the puniſhment of both and all, will be the fame. 
They'l all fall into the Ditch, the Bottomleſs Pit, the very Spirit of 
the Devil, the unchangable enemy of God. They ſaid of Chriſt, 
he hath a Devil, and is Mad, when convinc'd of his Dottrin, as the 
truth, they had nothing to lay againſt, but, 1n a way of railing, a. 
ainſt a Witneſs for him, and againſt themſelvs, in their own Cons 
_ The true followers of Chriſt, inall ages, have the ſame 
lot and handling ; are calld Fools and Mad-men, at a venture, in 
deſpite and ſcorn, by thoſe, whoſe own Conlciences flie in theip 
Faces, and condemn them, for their folly and madneſs, therein.. 
Theſe are the Fools,whoſe Voice is known by a multitude of Words. Bru-- 
tified Sinners, at this day, Litteral Sodom, Egypt and Babylon, de- 
{troy or make void the Law ; Pfal.119.126. And then, a fort of righ-- 
teous myſtical Sinners (Spiritmally call'd Sodom, Egypt, axd Baby- 
lon, ſuch as Crucified Chriſt, Rev.11.8.) what in them lies, deſtroy: 
the Goſpel ; make void the Grace of God, Yet, inall this combined 
intereſt of Litteral and Myſtical Sodom, againſt the Goſpel (and yet, 
claſh amongſt themſelvs, in their practical proand cop, as to the Life 
righteouſneſs, and Dottrin of the Law, with their multitude of 
words, and many things, onall hands) remain's a hopefulneſs,thar- 
Chriſt may find his ſever Thouſands, or leventy-times ſeven thou-- 
ſand, amongſt us, that have not willfully, but 1gnorantly bow'd the 
knee to Baal, or follow'd and own'd the firſt-Covenant-Dottrin of” 
his Prieſts, and righteouſneſs of Man, for the Power of Godlineſs, the 


grace, and righteouſneſs of God, in the ſecond. 
Verl..IV,. 
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Verſ., IV. When thos voweſt a Vow unto God, deferr not to 29 
' it: For, hehathno pleaſure in Fools ; pay that which thou haſt 


vowed, 


His Father David did (P/.66.13,14.) asrequir'd ; Dest.23.21. 
23. The Vow and Engagement of Men, in the tirſt-Covenant ( on 
God's bringing them out ot Egypr, Bondage in the corrupt nature, 
death in Treſpaſſes and Sins, contraCted by the firſt Sin of Man) is, 
faithfully to walk there, in ſuppreſſing the vile affections and Juſts 
of their degenerate nature, and to pay ſuch Worſhip, Service,and 
Obedience, as is performable to God, therein. So, do they live un- 
to God, in that ſtate, for a ſeaſon. This, do Men often fail in, and 
ſo, break that Covenant with God, after enter'd into it ; and forfeit all 
the benefits and advantages thereof. For then,God breaks with them, 
the promiſes of it being but conditional ; Numb.14.34. Fer.z1. 32. 
Levit.26.15-25.Deut.29.30. and 31 Chapters. Man, in his firſt-Co- 
venant, Law-Principle (his reſtor'd, enlightned ſpirit of nature) 
is alway's in danger of breaking this Vow, Covenant, or under- 
take (by contrat) with God. God therefore promiſes to make 
another Covenant with them, in another Spirit, his unſpeakable 
gift to them; a ſteddy, right, conſtant Spirre of everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs (P/al.51.10.) the Goſpel, new and everlaſting Covenant- 
Principle of Life ; J+r.31.31.33- This,God engages todo, by quick- 
Pning up the incorruptible Seed thereof, into Life, motion, and pre- 
vailing aQivity, if they obediently ſubmit to his declared rerms, in 
giving up their clenſed nature, to him, in Sacrifice, by a holy Death. 
Their polluted nature was no meet ſacrifice for him, neither is it 


Nain, but ſomewhat diſabled only, by Law-Converſion ; and,is con- 


tinually ftriving to fetch them back to their old Sins, with the 

tv the Vomit, often prevailing, ſo as to recover its former Dominiow 
over them, and ride in Triumphagain, with its uncontrolPd wz/le 
affetions and luſts, The firſt-Covenant, natural, or Law-principle, 
faiPd of its duty, in the firſt Man, when at beſt ; and more liable: 
ſure, 15 1t,to illa but ſome gradual renewals thereof. God there- 
fore finds 4 fault, or defeCt in that firſt-Covenant-ſtate of Life, as to 
Mans ſteddy, well-pleaſing obedience to him, or true happineſs to 


himkclt. 
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himſelf, So, offersa ſecond ; Heb. 8.6-13. This 1s th2 better (the 
new and everlaſting) Covenant, The Goſpel-ſpirit of God, under- 
takes the performance of all obedience in Men, when it becomes 
the principle of lite, Gelire, thought and action, in them ; whic! 
can never lin, err, or milcarry ; deceive, or be deceived. In this 
new-Covenant Spirit or Principle,God becomes their Ged, and they 
his people, tor ECVEre. He will BEVEY depart trom them, 0Y they, from: 
him ; [cr. 32. 38-41. The undiſpenſable condition, on man's part, 
for entring into the ſecond covenant with God, is the obedient giv- 
ing upin Saccitice to him,all the tading lite and things, received from 
his own hand, in the firlt, When convinc'd of this twofold differing 
covenant-principle, witlythe methods of God's Wiſdom, and hisre- 
quirings trom them, as allo with the unſpeakable advantages of 
uitting the firſt for the ſecond, then are they bound to vow the 
ferifice of their Lite in the former, and not to be ſlack in perform- 
ing the {aid vow. It we be not {lack in that our part, for entring 
into the new or ſecond Covenant with-God, he will not be flack concern- 
ins his promiſe ;, the prom:ſe of the father, even the Spirit of the Son, 
will, by the Son, be ſet up inour hearts, which is the Goſpel-princi- 
ple,the Apoſtles were commanded by Chrilt, after his reſurrection, 
to wait in their earthly-Jeruſalem-ſtate, for; A&#. x. 4. and 
Luke 24. 49. Both theſe teſtimonies are given by the ſame hand ; 
Luke. Man is to part withall,cald his own ; his Life, Wiſdom, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and all the things of man, in his firſt make ; and then,God 
will give tohim,and ſet upin him, what he call's his own, by a ſe. 
ſecond ; his Life, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, the things of God. All 
the Life of Man's Spirit, with the free will, and rational Powers 
thereof, mult go, in Sacrifice to God, as our true free-will Offering 
and reaſonable Service; Rom. 12. 1. Theſe things, clearly ſeen, 
aſſented to, agreed 6n, and engaged for, on all hands (as to whar 

man'is to futfer, and God to do, in-order to man's being aCtuall 
brought intothe new and everlaſting covenant,with him) man's wil 
tulApoſtacy and flying off from all,after, fora ſeaſon, hehath run wel, 
inobedience to Goſpel-light, and [ſuffer d many things, towards the de- 
moliſhing his law-life (Gal.5.7. and 3.4.)Spoils, loſes, and forfeits all. 
Diſlike to Ghriſt*s Goſpel-life oftruth, from love to his own law-life; 
and fo,a fixed enmity to God, and —_—_ to [1s Spirit of Grace, ex- 
| clud's 


[ 226 ] 

chad*s him all benefit of Chriſt's Sacrifice and Interceſſion, for ever; 
Hcb.10.26,27.29. This is the unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, or new-creature Goſpel-Spirit of Chriſt, There's no plea,or 
excuſe, left Man. Nothing to be look'd for, by him, but the hiery 
Indignation of God, to devour him, as the far forer puniſhment for 
wiltul ſinning againſt the Goſpel-Light of the Son of God, then Layw- 
Light of the Son of Man. 

T. For, he hath no pleaſure in Fools ; pay that which thou haft vow. 
ed, without delay. Defer not to pay it; that is, to perform thy part, 
vow*'d and engaged for, by thee, in order to thy entring into the 
firſt or ſecond Covenant with God. For, the not paying it, will be 
found the greateſt Folly and Madneſs, and of moſt deſperate and 
dangerous conſequence, tothee. Hence does Solomos farther fay, 
by way of Information, inthis cale. 


Verſ. V. Better # it, that thou ſhould'ſt not vow, then that than 
(hould'ſt vow, and not pay. 


So, Dent. 23.21-23. When thou w_ vow unto God, thou ſhalt not 
flack (or delay) to pay it. But, if thou forbear towvow, it ſhall be no ſin in 
thee. Thou ihalt perform thy free-will Offring, as thou haſt vow'd. 
Better not vow, then vow and not {5A Better for men, never to 
have known the way of everlaſting righteouſneſs and truth (2 Pet.2.21, 
Heb.10.26,27.) then, after known, to turn from the Holy Command- 
ment, deliver'd to them, What Commandment ? That, which 
Chriſt received from his Father (and obey'd)even the yielding up our 
nature, at beſt, in himſelf, todeath; Þ 10, 17,18. God connives 
at Man, in the day's of his ignorance and darkneſs, as to a Goſpel- 
Life of everlaſting + qqqgon neſs, whether in the vile ftate of pollu- 
ted nature, deadin fin ; or moral Heatheniſm, in obedience to the 
Light or Law of rational nature; or 1n the firſt-Covenant Believer, 
Profeſſor, and Worſhipper of God, under the outward diſpenſation of 
Law or Goſpel, as Pau/, when a Perſecuter... 

Theſe 3 ſorts of people, while wholly ignorant of Goſpel, though 
they rejeQ,: yea, oppole ; yea, perſecute it, tothe death of the true 
Profeſſors thereof, 2t is zo unpardonable $7 in them. We find this 
in PazUs caſe, who was the higheſt of the three forts of Sinners,. 


above. 
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above-mention'd. He was an injurious Blaſphemer and Perſecuter of 
Saints, for Goſpel-truth ; but becauſe he did all ignorantly, in unbe- 


| lief, he obteined Mercy, was not an unpardonable Sinner againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, or Goſpel-Spirit ; 1 7 im. 1.13. He {oon became more 
eminent in Goſpel-Life and knowledg,then thole he Perſecuted : Yea, 
a ſignal Teacher of them, and more abundant Labourer in the Gol- 
pel, then al/the other —_— who were in Chriſt befor? him. So, as, 
while a righteous Law-Pharilee, if any had whereof #0 G/oyy,or truſt 
is Holy Fleſh, he more (Phil.3,4) now, it any had whereof to glory 
inthe Spirit, or ReſurreQtion-Life of Chriſt (that 'tis duty and abſo- 
lute ſafety totruſt in) he more; 1 Cor. 15.9,10. No Man is brought 
tan abſolute Trial {tall Chriſt, the myſtical Sw» of everlaſting r:gh- 
teou/neſs dawn upon him, in the beaming forth of Spiritual Light, by 
which to give undeniable notice of his Goſpel-Life and State, to him) 
for vowing or engaging the giving upthe Life of his nature, in Sacri- 
fice to God. Neither Pxblican or Phariſee, the common Profane 
Sinner, nor righteous firſt-covenant Few or Gerti/e, is bound to vow, 
nor therefore to perform the vow, as to that dewvored thing ( nature, 
in what-ever variety of Life or condition, will, in all, firſt or 
laſt, be found to be, even) devoted to death, under the final Love 
or Wrath of God. Fixure in the Life of nature, corrupt or righte- 
ous, which renders Men litteral or myſtical Sodomit's, will be found, 
againſt (at leaſt) negative conviction and Teſtimony, that they 
ought not ſo to do, being, by its own ſelf-evidencing demonſtration, 
a Elin Flower, a periſhing Vanity. But, when Chriſt, by ſpir+ 
tual Convittion-Light, cleerly diſcover's (and graciouſly offer's) 
his Goſpel-Life, to Men (in its own ſelt-evidencing excellency above 
their Law-Life) and, that they are bound to | up their fa- 
ding Law-Life, or natural ſtate, in whatever condition (corrupt or 
righteous) for it, then are they both bound zo Yow the giving up this 
devoted thing, todeath ; and zo pay their Vow ; yea, ſpeedily, forth. 
with, not beflack ; nnt delay, or defer the Payment,  *Tis better, 
never to haveexperienc'd the righteouſneſs of Man, in a renew*d 
firſt-Covenant Life, then, after all, either turn back to their old fins, 
In the corrupt Life of nature ; or eſtabliſh themſelvs there, in un- 
changable enmity to the righteouſnes of God,in theGoſpel-Life of his 
Spirit of Grace. The orett Packimens tor ever, in Hell ; the m29- 
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ay Stripes belong to ſuch knowing not-docrs of their Maſter's will, 
Encreaſc in ſuch knowledg, and rebelling againit all, will encreaſe 
thcir everlaſting ſorrow. Moſt aggravated wickednefſes, will be. 
recompenc'd with {uch aggravated puniſhment and Torment, for e. 
ever, as1s meet. Everlaliting Salvation is ſeen by Man, at his door, 
when under the undiſpenlable obligation to vow the death of nature, 
in obedience to God ; and accordingly as he pertorm's or not per- 
form's this moſt deeply concerning vow, he has, or miſles it. Refu- 
ſing finally to vow, or perform, when bound to both, is fixing mn na- 
ture, in unchangable enmity to God and his Spirit of Grace. 

This break's all Covenant with God, firlt and ſecond, the ſtaff” of 
Beauty, comlineſs (Ezek.16.14.) or righteouſneſs of man,inthe firſt ;, 
and of Bazds (Zec.11.7-11.) or, ſuch an unchangable band of Uni- 
on, as they ought fully ro have enter'd into, with God, in the ſecond, 
All's forfeited and gone. They are, for ever, excluded by God's 
Oath, or {wearing in Wrath, they ſhall ever exter into his reſt, in the 
lecond. And, for their unpardonable Sin, he will take from them, 
all the fading beauty or goodneſs he had beftow'd on them, in the 
arilt. So, all's gone. God's firſt-Covenant-gift, ſet up in unchang- 
able enmity to lis convincingly ſhew*d and graciouſly ofter'd ſecond, 
15 the unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, comprehending all 
the moſt criminal Sins or Abominations, Man can be guilty of; my- 
ſtical, ſpiritual Adultery, idolatry, Murder, &c. Ezek. 16. 15. 38. 
Ro.2.21,22. i Cor.6.9,10. Gal.5.19-21. The proud, re/2nins, lelt- 
conhdent, old firſt-Covenant- Kzn2s, deſpiſe all theſe words, to their 
own deſtruction, But, the poor of the Flock (Chriſt's little ones, con- 
tent to be 1mpoveriſh'd, and run down into the barreneſs and death 
or their own, however clenſcd and enligh”ned nature) underſtand, 
own, and obey all ſuch words of the Lord ; Zc. 11. 11.- They are 
willing to be made Fools, weak, and deſpicable, with Paul, -in the 
marr*d viſage ofa firſt-covenant State, Image of the earthy,that they 
may beall glorious within, in the Image of the heavenly, ſuch as 
the Lord commenideth ; wilc, rich, ſtrong, and honourable in God 
in the ſpiritual, Goſpel-Life, hid with Chriſt in God .All that finally 
fail herein, are the greateſt Fools, as to their greateſt, eternal con- 
cerns, All that ſtartle, boggle, and fly oF, at the Coſpel-Tydings of 
the Crols (and Death,thereby,to be brought upon nature) reſolving 
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to maintain the ſandy Foundation (and untemper'd Walls of their 
carthly, worldly, ftirſt-Covenant Church-building,) for Salvation, 
are bewitcl'd by Satan, with their glittering Holy Fleſh and things 
of Man and Devil,into unchangable enmity to God's Holy Spirit,and 
all the things of Chriſt and God. 

This work, Satan 1s at, with firſt-covenant Profeſſors, in holy 
fleſh ; the ſelt-lame, as with Eve, 2 Cor, 11. 3. And, through God's 
molt wiſe permiſſion, has he wonderfully prevailed, in all Ages and 
Generations ( and not leſs, fure, in this laſt and worlſt of times) to - 
keep men ſhort of the Grace of Tod ; yea, to fix them with himſelf 
incnmity to it, and ſodeprive them of all advantages or benefits of 
both God's Covenants.. Many that: begin well, engage and ſet 
their hand'to God's Spiritual, myſtical-Plow (the Crofs of Chriſt, 
for running down nature in them, toward the commanded Death, 
ſuffering many things that way )cheir foot, inthe ſame Goſpel race 
of ſuffering, with the thorow-pac'd-reſolv'd Goſpel-Saint ( that fol- 
lows the Lamb lain, whitherſoever he goes, even to the myſtical 
Death and Grave of nature) many of theſe engaged Racers, does 
Satan fetch back again, to himfelf ; and fixes them with himſelf in 
firſt creation-Life, and fo in unchangable enmity to God, and the 
ſecond; Gal 5. 7, $. and 3. 1-4. When come to- the borders of - 
the heavenly Canaan, as Iſrael, of the litteral, they hate it, and turn 
back to myltical, if not allo litteral Egypr, tixing in the righteous, or 
rolling back to the corrupt Spirit of nature, and that as their pro- 
feſſed Judgment, for Salvation, with Ranters. After all high Spi- 
ritual enlightning (partaking of the Light of the holy Gholt( and 
ofer*d the Life thereof) and /o taſting of that heavenly pift ; the good 
living wordand wiſdom of God ;. and Powers of the World to come ) 
they Apoſtatize or fa/l away, beyond all poſſibility of recovery, or 
renewal of them again, unto repentance ; Heb.6.4-6. The high Prieſts, 
among the Jews, offer'd litteral Sacrifices : Chriſt,. the true high 
Prieſt comes to: Preach Death to nature, .in their very Perſons, as 
the true Goſpel Sacrifice, they ought obediently ro give him, to offep 
up in the fire of his Eternal Spirit, as he ofer'd our nature at belt, in 
himſelf, to God moſt high. For this, they-blaſphem'd, and cruct- 
fied him. The fix'd Shadowy Law-Prielt's and their bliad follow- 
ers, .abhor the true. Goſpel-Prieſt, with all lus Spiritual __ and 
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Dodtrine. Many ſhuMing devices and inventions,Devils Suggeſt and 
men find, to ſhift off the Croſs of Chriſt, wave all the unplealing 
words or doCtrine thereof, which indeed is the only way to,and Door 
 ofentrance for any, into the Kingdom of God. Through a tellowſhip 
with their Lord,inſorrows,ſfufferings,and manifold tribulations,of and 
to their natural man,inward and outward, do true Saints enter, with 
him, into his everlaſting joy. All others muſt he down 1n everlaſt- 
ing Sorrow,eating the fruit of their own way, & be filled with their own 
devices, under final wrath. Had they own'd God's reproots =_ 
by the mouth of true Wiſdom, his living word, to them, even the re- 
proofs of Death, to their nature) and followed his inltructions for 
Life, they might have dwelt ſafely, for ever; and have been quiet 
from all fear of evil ; Prov. 1. 20-33. The Piſgah-Proſpedt into the 
new-creation Life, or true Land of promile (given to their natural un- 
derſtandings, by Spiritual irradiations or Light) ſhould have invited, 
moved, and drawn their wills, with cogent arguments, to the moſt 
delightful embraces thereof, on any terms. 

Man, convinc'd of the more excellent Goſpel-Life and way (and 
ſetting hand and foot to work, in proſecutiou of it, and towards at- 
raining it )is actually under the vow of ſurrendring nature, to Death. 
And this is upon record, in that living corner-ſtone,the fountain Gof- 
pel-Spirit, or living creature-Word, Wiſdom, or Book of God, in 
Chrilt's perſon. 

This was figur'd by the Stone, Foſua ſet up,under an Oakby the ſanitu- 
ary of the Lord,that, in figure;heard the Spiritually enlightne'd I/rae/- 
:t5 vow,promiſe,and engagement, over and over, for the true ſerving 
the Link (inhis Spirit of truth, the 260-7" 26 of the new andeverlaſt- 
ing covenant ) accordingly will witneſs for, or againſt them, as they 
firmly hold, or perfidioully fly off, from the ſaid engagement. As 
for m2 and my houſe, ſay's Joſna, we will ſerve the Lord, So will we; 
an{wer'd the people,again, again,again,and again(Foſ. 24.15.18, 21- 
24 ) yet,afcer all theſe good words, fair promiſes and engagements, 
a world of them flew off: and came to worſe then nothing. Chriſt, 
the living Stone ( figurd by that, Foſhua {ct up) will witneſs againſt, 
and deal with all ſuch, according to their works and dealings toward 
him; v. 26, 27. Man muſt not diſpute or deferr the performance of 
theſaid vow ; but, with Pal, ſhould be forthwith obedient to the 
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heavenly viſion of the mind of God z come roundly and readily off, 
with his holocauſt, or whole burnt-offring of his natural State. His 
eye muſt not pity, nor hand ſpare any thing in it, that God requires 
to be deſtroy'd, as Saul ſpar'd Apag, and beſt of the Cattel, in letter and 
myſtery ; whereas Abramſpar'd not his very Son 1/aac,Nature at beſt. 
Our true father Abraham, though tempted to it, by Satan,and his own 
apoſtle Peter, ſpared not the true 1/aac, our ſpotleſs nature in his own 
perſon ; bur, otter'd it up, in the myſtical fire of his eternal Spirit of 
grace,unto God ; accounting, with litteral Abram, that God was able 


to raiſe him or it, up again, from the dead, intothe everlaſting righ-- 


teous life of the true Mel/chifedec, or ſacrificing high-Prieſt of God, and 


of our Goſpel-profeſſhon. Abram was a type of Chriſt's prieſtly, . 
Goſpel-Spirit; [/aac,of his natural, law-Spirit,offer'd up,by that Prieſt, . 


in his own perſon. For this obedience, God mot high, bleſſes the ſaid 


true Abrams, Chriſt himſelf, in and with the figure, promiſing him an - 


innumerable multitude of Spiritual Saints, the true ſeed,deſcendents, 
and poſterity of the ſecond Adam. Gen.22. 16-18, The new cove- 
nant isa covenant of oath, by which the Lord ratifies his mercies to 
all obedient enterers into it with him, forever, by an oath; and ex- 


cludes all rebellious, wilfull refuſers ofthe terms ofentring intoit,.. 


with an oath, alſo; Swearing in his wrath, they ſhall never enter into + 


bi reſt ; Heb.3. 11.18. And(Heb.6.13-18) we find the new-cove. 


nant promiſe to Abram, eſt abliſh'd with an oath, and that oath it ſelf, . 
made or confirm'd by two immutable things, God's infinite divine, -. 


and his immutably righteous and Glorious new-creature ſelf, or 


Spirit, the living word, and Eternal Wildom of God, in perſonal 


union with infinite divinity. 


The terms of the firſt covenant,on Man's part,is to part with the vile - 


affections and luſts of the corrupt Spirit of nature : on God's, to ſet 
up the reſtor'd righteous life thereof, 

In the ſecond, is man to give up the very righteous life, to God, in 
facrifice,as a periſhing vanity, a fading flower, which was God's part 
to give him, 1a the firſt ; as the clean facrifice, for entering into the 
ſecond. Thus, firſt, God gave Abram an Iſaac,and then requir'd the 
offring of him up. . And ſo, did Abraham, by that very thing, in my- 


ſtery, enter the ſecond, and was j#/trfied for ever, before God; Jam.2. - 


21, This gives him, and all his. Spiritual -ſeed, compleat viftory 
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Over all enemies ; ſo, asto poſſeſs their Gates, take away all ſtrength 
and power from rhem ; Ger.22. 17, 18. They will, in the irrelifti- 
bly mighty power of Chriit's new-creation Goſpel-Spirit, tread all 
their fixed, firſt-creation law-enemies, evil Angels and men, under 
their feer. Nothing is of greater-advantage tothe Saint, then the 
ſpecdy performance of his vow, relating, to the new-coveiant, for 
the compleat death of nature : nothing, of more dangerous conle- 
quence, then his deferring| or delaying the pertormance of this vouy, 
Norlung gives greater advantage to the Devil, againſt him, then 
{ach delay for extinguiſhing his partin him, the natural State. The 
molt vigilant, reftleis, Implacable enemy ( that, in his mighty power 
and ſubtilty, roves up and down, asa roaring Lion, to devour all he 
.can light on) will not fail to make his utmoſt advantage of ſuch 
delay. If he find Saints lingring, and loath (with Lo) to depart out 
of litreral or Myſtical Sodoxz, or both{even the whole Life and luſt of 
naturc, corrupt or righteous) he will labour, might and main, to 
turn their lingrings, into a final and abſolute eftabliſhment, there, 
and fo, /ct their hearts in them to do evil ; fix them with himſelf,there, 
in unchangable enmity to God, and Death to themſelvs, 

But, God is merciful to his Saints, and lay's hold on them, by his 
Angels, as on ling'ring Lot, to haſten them out of both the ſaid $9- 
dow?s; Gen. 19. 15, 16, *Tis great mercy 1n the Lord, and ſhould 
be the earneſt prayer of the Saint to him, to haſten the execution of 
the guilty Sinner, the Belial-party in him ; and fo, his deliverance 
from all evil, in enmity to God, or compliance with the Devil, Sa- 
tan uſes his utmoſt power and skil, to cauſe a delay, in this caſe. 
God gives his moſt faithful counſel and inftructionto us, to haſten 
the performance, To be lure, linger while we wil, done it muſt be, 
firlt orlaſt, or we periſh for ever. The ſooner and ſpeedier done, 
the better for us. We ſhould not look on Chriſt , as Satan re- 
preſents him, a hard Maſter, a bloody Husband ; but, a moſt faith- 
ful Creatour and gracious Redeemer. What ? (Suggeſts Satan to 
men) does Chriſt come witha ſacrificing Knife, Fire and Sword, 
ſpeaking War and Death to a righteous Life of his own twice ſetting 
up,1n you ? firſt,by creation ; and then,redemption ? Never believe it, 
With God is no ſuch wariableneſs or ſhadow of turnin7. He quoted Scrip- 
ture, to Chriſt himſelf, *Tis unreaſonable, ſay's he, to think, God 
ſhould 
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ſhould pull down and deftroy ”s Work of his own hands. And, 
when he has thus ſteePd them with arguments, for ſelf-defence, 
and keeping up themſelvs in their own native Countrey,and Father's 
Houſe, thereſtor'd life of the firſt Adam, the image of the earthy, as a 
molt defireable land,or ftate; then falPs he to work,the other way, to 
bring a falſe and evil report onGod's Countrey,the new-creation land 
of promile or {tate of lite. This is the Far Countrey, the man Chriſt is 
gone into, where he lives for evermore. This Far Countrey / even 
a heavenly, that God engages, as his part, in the new Covenant, to 
briag men into, on their obedient, ſpeedy departure 'out of their 
own ) does Satan bring an evil report, upon. Firit, fay's he, you 
have but a report, a hear-ſay of it, you have no certain knowledg or 
experience of it. And then, *tis 4 Land that eateth up the Inhabitants 
thereof as the ſpies, doing his errand therein, ſaid of the litteral, 
Numb. 13. 32 ) yourdettruction and very. death it ſelf, is the pro- 
unded and declared terms, on which only ye can enter into the 
poſſeſſion of it. So, when brought by Chriſt's Spiritual Light, to 
the very borders of the heavenly Canaan, by and with his evil apoſt- 
les and {pies (miniſters of his Goſpel, that's no Goſpel ) are they eaſily 
perſwaded & induced to ſtart alide,and fly oft, as offended at both the 
promiſed land or life it ſelf, they ſhould enter into;and allo,at theloſs 
oftheir own, with all their myſtical riches & large poſſeffions, therein. 
So, in ſtead of ſpeedily performing the commanded and vow*d facri- 
fice of their old nature, in order to enter into ( and take poſſeſſion of) 
the ſaid new land of promiſe, _y peremptorily and concluſively 
refuſe the terms, and conſult with Satan and one another, about a re- 
turn back, rather into Egypt ( litteral, or myſtical,corrupt or righte- 
ous nature ) and there fix and eſtabliſh themſelvs, in their own na- 
ture, land, or Countrey, in unchangable enmity to God's. This, 
the rebellious fleſhly 1/ael was at, in lettesand figure. If holy fleſh, 
a righteous natural State ; and ſtrict, holy walking therein, won't 
do't for ſalvation, they*l not be ſaved. This deſperate' reſolution is 
a crime of a dangerous,deſtruQtive complexion,of an Ethiopian hiew. 
'Tis the Leoparas ſpot, never the ſpot of Gods Children, Spiritual Saints. 
Tis the higheſt folly, imaginable. Tf they*l never tently come 


out of their own land, the fading life of their own nature, they'l 
never enter his, even the life of his Spirit of Grace, Tfthey'l not ſuf 
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er and die with Chriſt,in the former; they'l never /zve and reign with 
bim, in the latter. If they'l not follow his ſuffering ſteps, they ne- 
ver come where he is. They prefer the earthy life and Countrey of 
the Creature, to the heavenly life of the Creatour, Bleſſed for ever. 
The iſſue of ( and for) this diſobedience, matters come to, is this, 
God will ſtrip them of, and take from them, all the fading good they 
are poſſeſs'd of, in the myſtical earthly Countrey,or land of their own 
reſtor'd enlighten'd nature, as wilfully retain'd in a known rebelli- 
on againſt him. The very ſame Myſtical Sword (or new-Creation: 
Spirit of Chriſt and God) will be drawn againſt them, in final wrath, 
to deſtroy them for ever, which they ſo fear'd, ſtartl'd at, and turn'd 
from, when offer'd to be brought upon them, in love, to give them 
a kindly and right —_— into the true land ofpromiſe.. Had 
they willingly obey'd it;they had enter'd,and eatey the good of the true 
land of promiſe. But having abſolutely and concluſively refuſed it, 
and rebelPd againſt it, they be devonr'd by the ſame ſword, or Spiri. 
tual croſs upon them, for ever. The mouth of the Lord ( the living 
word of God,. Chriſt himſelf ) hath puken it. Iſa. 1. 19, 20. 
Obediently loſe the fading fe of nature, and enter. Rebelliouſly 
ſave, pitty, ſpare your own life, and ye loſe. all, for ever, in eternal 
death, under final wrath. This is Chriſt's doQtrin.; Mat. 16. 25, 

And this, Chriſt preſently deliver'd, on Satan's contrary doQrin, b 
an Apoſtle, with the perſwaſive ( and ſeeming friendly } words of his 
wiſdom. When he had ſpoken of his ſufferings, Peter rebuk'd him, 
and preach'd the ſelf-lame doCtrin to him, the Old Serpent preach'd 
to Eve, and by her, to Adam. Beit far from thee, Lord: this ſhall 
30t be unto thee ;, that is, thou ſhalt not ſuffer, or-die, at all. This 
Spotleſs righteous .law-lite, in holy fleſh, is eternal life; no dang; 
er of death. The Goſpel-Riddle, uninterpretable by Man's Wiſdom, 
is this ; die muſt nature, ap all's loſt; nature andgrace too; all good, 
in firſt or ſecond covenant, changable or- unchangable.. And what 
{ſucceeds ? unchangable.evil of ſin- and puniſhment. The obedient 
death of nature, under the crols ; the full ſevenfold parayng of it in 
the fiery furnace thereof;from all 4ro/s,tin,and reprobate filver,all filth 
of fleſh-and. Spirit t0Q, renders man clear every whit ; Jo.1 J. IO. 
This delivers him far ever, from all captivities, . bondages,. enemies, 
dangers, and.death's, litteral and myſtical Sodom, Egypr, and Babylon, 
the. 
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the life of nature, corrupt or righteous, both of which are a ftate of 
enmity to God, and death to man, if fix'd in. Thou ſhalt never walh 
my feet, ſaid Peter ; No? ſay's Chriſt, then, thou wilt have no part in 
me. Oh then, not my feet only, but hands, and head, ſaid Peter ; If 
feet be waſt:*d, *tis enough, 1ay's Chriſt, there need's no more, to 
make perfeQtly clean, every whit whole, and ſpiritually ſound. If 
the feet ( the will and underſtanding, the two myttical feet on 
which man walks, in his eſteem, judgment, thought of, and deſire 
after things; if theſe) be Spiritual, Heavenly, Goſpel-feet, the diſcern- 
ing and deſiring powers of the Goſpel-Spirit and principle, all will go 
right, Heavenly things, never-periſhing meats, will be wholly and 
only eſteem'd, defir*d, and fed upon, in this bottom-principle. All 
will be righta-top,inall Holy, Goſpel-Converſation, when alls right 
at bottom. A Spirit greater then he that's inthe World, the De- 
vil, in which *tis impoſſible to diſpleaſe God (Sin, erre, miſcarry, 
deceive, or be deceived ) muſt needs ever do all things well, and 
man be truly bleſſed in the deeds thereof. 

The extream folly then of man, in not only deferring, but finally 
refuſing to pay his engaged, commanded vow, for giving up his 
whole nature,or Spirit ( the devoted thing ) in ſacrifice, by death, 
unto God, is unpardonabte. And then, God will be extream (and 
that moſt juſtly ) i marking all, done amiſs by him, in his ſelf-choſen 
nature and life. He will call him toan account, for every thing, 
done therein, from firſt to laſt, This great tranſgreſſion, the pre- 
ſumptuous unpardonable ſz unto eternal dearh, will bring all other 
ſin's at its heels, to be anſwer'd for, as creditors come upon a man, for 
lefſer debts, when clapt up in priſon,for a great one. And then will 
every Spiritual conviction, offered men ( inthe = of their trial, and 
God's patience towards them ) be reviv'd in them { and ſtare 
them in the face ) to witneſs againſt them, judg, and condemnthem, 
in harmony with God himſelf... When man's trial is over, and ſen- 
tence of death irrevocably paſt upon him ; God will not repent or 
change from his diſpenſation of wrath, and man cannot repent or 
change from his rebellious mind of enmity againſt God. Repextarrce 
will be hid from God's eyes, and man's, on all hands. Utchangable en- 
mity to God, lay*'s man under the unchangable wrath of God; 
thruſt's him out of all diſtance, = to any favour, for ever, or _ 
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by Chriſt's ſacrifice or "ol =. Chriſt died not,nor will intercede 
for the pardon of unchangable enmity to God and him. And Gogd 
will revive his formerly given Spiritual light, to teſtify for him, a- 
gainſt them, in their own conſciences ; the evidence whereof, can 
never be ſilenc'd, extinguiſh'd, or denied by them. The irreſiſtible 
teſtimony of it, will be a perpetual condemner of them, and juſtifier 
of God, in his moſt wrathfull proceedings againſt them. This is the 
worm, never aies ;, witneſling the fire of that wrath, to be undeniably 
juſt, which can ever be quench'a;, Mark.g. 44. 46. 48. 


Verſ. 6. Suffer not thy mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to Siu ;, neither ſay 

' thou before the Angel (70.before God) that it was an errour: where. 
fore ſhould God be angry at thy woice, ard deſtroy the work of 
thine hands ? 


The Spirit of man, at beſt, inits own life, is but fleſh. The life, 
mind, will, defire, thought, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, glory, all the 
things thereof, are but _ earthly, periſhing vanities: Man, in 
all, a/togethey vanity ; 1s poſlels'd of no goodneſs, but what's a fading 
flower ; no beauty, no glory, but what will be conſumed and done a- 
way; P/. 39. 5. and, 49.. 14. 1/a. 40. 6. Man, inall this, is he 
fleſh, his month ſhould not cauſe to ſin. Mouth, as aid, ſignifiesall_ 
manner of expreſſion of this fleſh ( fleſhly mind, or natural Spirit ) 
inward or outward, in deſire, thought, word, or ation. If the in- 
moſt mouth, bottom deſire and thought of man, be found approving 
of ( and conſenting unto ) the entering into a Gam, unchengable union 
with the Devil ( the ſtriking upan everlaſting covenant with him 
then does it cauſe his fleſb ( or natural Spirit ) zo fin, unpardonably, a- 
gainſt the Spirit of Grace, the Goſpel-Spirit,or Holy Ghoſt, in which, 
convincingly ſhew*d, he ought to enter into ( or ſtrike ) a new 
andeverlaſting covenant with God. His knowing, wilful choice, is,.. 
rather to comply with the Devil (ina fond ſelf-deſtroying; love to- 
himſelf, or his own lifeand nature ) tobe, by his nl deſtruCtive 
workmanſhip, Baptized into his ſpirit of unchangable- enmity to: 
God, then by Chrilt's new-creation workmanſhip, baptized into his- 
Goſpel-ſpirit of unchangable union with, God.. What's the meet re- - 
compeuce of ſuch errour ? The ſame Topher, puniſhment, lake of my- 
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ſtical fire and brimſtone ( the EI is but a Shadow of ) un- 
quenchable wrath, fiery indignation, the vengeance of eternal fire. 
In this and other variety of language, does the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit 
of truth, in theScriptur's-of truth, clothe the joynt everlaſting tor. 
ment and vexation of both, For, ſuch a covenant with the Dev, is 
a covenant of oath, a {wearing everlaſting allegiance to him, and a 
taking alſo his oath of ſupreamacy, owning him as the ſupream ru- 
ler and infallible ditatour, in Church and State, in the room of the 
holy ghoſt, or Chriſt in Spirit, and God moſt high, himſelf ; 2 The/. 
2. 4. And ſo his bored Servants they are, for ever, whom they have 
ſworn to obey for ever, on all accounts; and own for their Supream, ., 
Paramount-Ruler and guide, ſo as to _ themſelvs under his 
proteCtion, wing , and conduCt ; Rom. 6: 16. They agree to O- 
bey Sin and the Man of Sin, Satan, the unchangably ſinning Spirit of 
Eternal Darkneſs and Death. Can this be lefle then the {iz unto 
death, eternal death ? They'l be ſure of the portion, they have cho- 
ſen. They unchangably hate Chriſt's Goſpel new-Creature Spirit 
ofeverlaſting righteouſneſs ;. chuſe and love a Spirit of unchangable 
enmity to it, a death to themſelvs ; Prov. 8. 36. Canthey mils: - 
of what they love, and havechoſen ? Rebellious Children are they.- 
T hey take counſel ; not of me ſaith the Lord ; but, of the Devil. They 
cover with a covering ; not of my Spirit, but the Devils, for their 
clothing and proteCtion.. They are willing tobe dreſs'd up in his fur- - 
niture and armour,to fight againſtGod.All this, for this very end,thet 
they may add ſin tofin, unchangable enmity to God, the unpardon- 
able fin, to the pardonable, changable ſtate of enmity and death, 
they were born in. : So, come they to a /atter end, worſe than their 
beg1nning,by their own choice ; when offer'd a better end, then ever © 
nature, 1n its beginning,at beſt, before the fall, amounted to, in the 
the changable, ſpotleſs life thereof. ' They are now, ina known, 
choſen confederacy with the Devil,for ever, againſt God, Chriſt, all - 
Goſpel-Saints and truths. They have greedily drunk down the poy- - 
fon'd wine of the very Spirit of the old Serpent. + Their wine is the - 
poiſon + of - Dragons, the cruel venom of Aſps ; Dent. 32. 33. . 
The poiſon of Aſps is under their lips; Rom. 3. 13- T w ſpit venom, }, 
breath out ter, agzinſt the Saints of the moſthigh.- They are 
eſtabliſh'd by Satan ; - made men, fully after his own heart ; . So, 
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unchangable, irreconcileable, implacable enemies of all, after God's 
own heart ; as Saul, to David. In theſe two fixed ſtates, after God's 
or the Devil's own heart, will all men, in concluſion, be found, in 
heaven or hell ; everlaſting joy, or ſorrow ; under the final favour,or 
unquenchable wrath of God. | 
Neither ſay before the Angel, *twas an errowr. This Angel is Chriſt, 

the ſupream Apoſtle, or Meſſenger of God's Covenant, the living 
Creature-word and book of God, which is God ( Fo.1. 1 ) Sothe 
Septuagint render it ; neither ſay before God, it was an errours and 
therefore, why ſhould he beangry &c. ? To what porpoſe is -it, for 
any to pretend ignorance ( as having done all this, by a miſtake, and 
{urprize) before this Angel, or word of God;that's of an all-penetrat- 
ing ſight, ſoas infallibly to diſcern and diſcover the bottom-thoughts 
and intents of all hearts ? Heb. 4. 12, 13. Hewill undeniably evi- 
dence, all this wickednels to have bin wilfully and knowingly done, 
againſt his cleer declarations of the mind of God to them, and moſt 
faithfull warnings of them, to the contrary ; and of the unſpeakable 
danger thereof. No good words, fair ſpeeches, plauſible pretences, 
whereby they have deceiv'd their fellow-creatur's, will ſignify an 

thing, towards their defence, or excuſe, before this infallible Angel's 
judgment-ſeat. He will filence and ſtop every mouth of iniquity, 
and fill all that have thus cauſed their fleſhto ſin, thereby, with ever- 
laſting ſhame and confuſion of face. Peter, in the Holy Ghoſt, or 
that Spirit of this Angel, Chriſt, wherein he will judg the world, 
detected the falſhood of Ananias and Saphira , and executed God's 
{?zntence of death upon them,as having ſuffer*'d Satan to fill their hearts; 
their undeniable guilt ; AF. 5. 1-10. Such Spots are not the Spots 
of God's Children, They are never guilty of unpardonable Sins. 
And then, do thoſe, guilty of ſuch errours, think to get any thing, by 
{tying, why {bould God be angry and deſtroy our works? Or, Solomon in 
the Spirit of God, asks them, why ſhould God be angry at thy voice ( or 
ener hath agreed with Satan, to cauſe thy fleſh or whole man 
to fin, unpardonably) and fo, deſtroy the Work of thine hands ? But 
{ct rhis Queſtion be put by whom it will ; the Works which have 
been wrought 1na Spirit of unchangable enmity to God, will be de- 
frroyged. It put, by the Holy Ghoſt, in So/omon, *tis by way of coun- 
{:], to prevent ſuch madneſs in Men, whereby to receive ſuch a Spi- 
rt 
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rit of unchangable enmity into them ( for the-principle of all their 
Deſires, Thoughts, and Works )as will moſt certainly expoſe them 
and all ſich Works, to be burnt up and deſtroyed, for ever. They 
havedone all ſuch wicked Works, and the leading wicked Work, 
to all the reſt ( in receiving the DeviPs-Spirit of unchangable enmi- 
ty, for their working AChve Principle ) before the ſaid Angel, or 
under his convincing Spiritual Light, and cleer diſcoveries of himſelf 
tothem, in his-Spiritual Life of Truth, wherein alone. they can be 
Saved. He will, at laſt, undeniably convince them, that they were 
convinced and fairly warn'd of all theſe things, before-hand, inhis - 
gracious exhibitings and offers of himſelf to them ; doing all the 
could deſire he ſhould do, . for pony ſuch a ſelf-ruining, wilfull, 
unpardonable errour. All has been done by them, againſt the known 
commands of his Spirituallaw. And will they ſay, it was az errour ? 
a miſtake,ot meer ignorance ? And fo, think to prevail with this An- 
gel, to plead for their Pardon ? Alas, Alas: He will make them ſee 
it moſt Juſt, for him to intercede againſt them, as his and his Father's- 
incorrigible, wilfull Enemies; and to fay to his mighty Angels,./{ay 
theſe mine Enemies before my face (Luke 19. 27.) that would not, 1 
ſhould Reign over them, but the Devil. God, or this Angel, is moſt 
Juſtly angry at their Voice, or Mouth, by which they have.choſea 
(and declared their conſent, for ) OI union with the Devil, 
rather then with him. And he will dettroy all the works of their 
Hands, that, in ſuch union, they have done againſt him, in whatever 
neareſt reſemblance ofhis Goſpel-Spirit and Truths ( by the tran{- 
forming Arts and Skill of their Maſter-Workman ) purpoſely to ex- | 
preſs their utmoſt Malice againſt.him, thereby.. 


Verſ. V1I, For, in the multitude of Dreams, and. many Words, 
there are alſo diversVanities : but, fear thou God... 


This concluding Word on this ſubjeQ, isa CharaQter of the firſt. 
creation Spirit or State, as choſen by men, in union of mind with the 
fallen Angels. Solomon calls it many things and bulineſses, 4 malt. 
tude of Dreams; as v. 3. amultitude of bufine(s,, whence-cometh a- 
Dream. The bulie, boundleſs, wandring, gadding Spirit of man, 
cumbers it ſelf, as Martha,.with. a heap of firſt-creation , Vanities, 
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that can give him no true ſatisfaction. All his conceited happineſs 
therein,is but a Dream. His many Words and Labours about them, 
are but divers Vazirtes, a variety of glittering nothings, things that 
God ſays, are not ; periſhing, vaniſhing ſhadows. All labour of man, 
in his fhr{t-crcarion Lite of Vanity ( all his Works, Fruits, Duties, 
performances to God or Van, therein )is Vanity. All inordinate 
love to, and coveting after, the outward or inward, litteral or myſti- 
cal Riches and Treaſures of that State, in the moſt fruitfu!l Exerciſe 
of a firit-covenant Life, is but that Love of. Mony, Paul call's rhe Root 
of all Evill, For,from this Love to his own Worldly Life and Riches 
thereof, is man found in direct enmity to God, and his Goſpel-Spirit, 
and Riches, which alone can make any, truly Happy. So, all he is, 
has, or does ; all his Attainments, Works, Fruits, Riches, Poſſeſhons, 
reſted in, will prove a moſt —_— deſtructive Dream ; out of 
which, when he awakes, he will find himſelf to have bin, all along, 
deceived with A things,that have nodurable reality in them. 
Chriſt convincingly ſhew's men this, now ; and will hereafter, con- 
vince them, he hath ſo ſhewed it, and fairly warned them thereby, 
of their danger. Let him then that Preaches up ſuch a vain State, 
with all the beſt things of man, therein, for happineſs, ze// iz, but as 
4 Dream, not ' confidently aſlert it to be a Goſpel-State of Salvation, 
but a Law-Dream ; Fer. 23. 28. Man's Chaff, Dream, Vain Glory, 
Shadow, Life and Image of the Earthy, fix'd in ( in unchangableen- 
mity to God's Wheat, his Word, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, durable 
Life, Riches, Food, and Cloathing, ix the Image of the Heavenly ) is 
certain damnation. What's the Chaff to the Wheat ? the Words of 
Man's Wiſdom , in his lying Spirit of divination ( as to all Gofpel 
things and truths of God, into the Room whereof he thruſts the 
things of Man, and fays, the Lord fayeth Ezek. 13. 6. ) to the 
Words of my Wiſdom, in my Goſpel Spirit of Truth ? What are 
Man's Law-Dreams to-my Goſpel-Truths ? In ſtead of this dange- 
rous Trade and deſtructive practice, Solomon's advice is ; Fear thou 
God. This fearing God, and keeping his commandments, he declar's 
( Eccleſ. 12. 13. ) to be thewhole Duty of Man ; the Concluſion, and 
ſum of the whole matter, in all Books, and Words of Right Inſtru&- 
ion unto Life. Follow after, obey and cloſe with the Lord's own 
Counlcls, Teachings, Leadings, convincing diſcoveries of his _— 
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and Gracious Offer's of that Goſpel-Spirit that*s in unc bleuni- 
on with his divine Spirit; and you'l ever know and do. his whole 
mind and counſel, and Worſbip him in Spirit, and in Truth, to his 
wel-pleaſing acceptance and your Salvation. His Spirit is that Love, 
that's the ſulfiller of his whole Lav ; Rom. 13. 10. 


Verſ. 8. If thou ſeeſt the Oppreſſion of the Poor, and violent per- 
wverting of Judgment and Juſtice ira Province, marvel not at the 
matter ( Heb. will or purpole) for he that is higher then the 
higheſt, regardeth ; ana there be higher than they. 


Her's encouragement to right Fearers, true Believers and beloveds 
of God, that have abandon'd their own firſt-creation Life of vani- 
ty and enmity, for his new-creation Spirit of Truth and Love. In 
iis, are they too hard for all Enemies. For,the Almighty Divine, 
and irrifiſtibly mighty new-creation Spirit of Chriſt and God, are 
on their Side ;as alſo, the Angels of his Power, who in their Spiritual, 
new-covenant Life of everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Truth,tranſcen- 
dently excell, in ſtrength, all firſt-creation Evil Angelical or humane, 
inviſible or viſible Principalities & Powers,that are againſt the Saints 
of the moſt high. Saints, then, are ſufficiently furniſh'd, under the 
great Captain of their Salvation, to deal with, and be more then 
Conquerors over all Enemies, all worldly Powers of Darkaels, and 
Gates of Hell. Muſter they never ſo ſtrong ; Bluſter, Storm, and 
Look as big as they can, Saints Infallibly ſee and know where they 
ſhall have them, in concluſion, for ever ; even, under their feet, as 
the necks of the five Kings of Canazz were put under the feet of 
ua's Captains ; Foſ. 10. 24. Thoſe Kings were a Type of all 
.Creation Powers, fix'd in Oppoſition to the ſecond. Spiritu- 
allſraelites know how to demean themſelvs under all Oppreſſours, 
the great myſtical Goli4h, the Devil, with his whole Army of Phili- 
ſtines, evil Angels and men. They have ſo learnt Chriſt in their Spt- 
ritual man, which no Enemies can toxch ; that they fear not them t 
can but kill the Body,or whole natural man, as to a firſt-covenant, firlt- 
creation Life of vanity ; and have no ywore that they can do, They 
know their great Captain, Chriſt himſelf, turas all Injuries, done 
totheir Body,or natural man, to x great advantage, as hal ung 
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the Death of what”s todie inthem ; and ſo, compleating their con- 
formity with himſelf, therein; the conſequent whereof, will be a 
compleating them in his reſurrection-Life, that's above all Enemies 
and Deaths. Their Way of aſcending into his all-conquering Spiri- 
tual Life, is the Death of their natural State. They overcome by ſuch 
Death of what can die, as found in a ſtate, that can never die, the 
certain reſult and ifſue of ſuch a Holy obedient Death. This way, 
the Captain of our Salvation overcame; Heb. 2. 10. And, his good 
and faithfull Souldiers muſt fight, as they have him for an example, 
and not look for a final, abſolute Conqueſt, any other Way, than he 
obtained it. Satan and his Party ſeem to conquer, by killing the na- 
tural manor Body of Chriſt and Saints ; who finally conquer them 
all,by being ſo killed. They fight with exceedingly ditfteringWeapons; 
Enemies, with Weak andCarnal ; Saints and their Captain-General, 
with Spiritual and Mighty,through God,for pulling down all their Strong 

Holas,and laying them all in the Duſt. Another Riddle.Enemies fight 
againſt the Spirit of God, or Spiritual man, in Saints, but can hit or 
touch only their natural, which their own Spiritual is fighting 
againſt, in their own perſons. So, though they have Perfe&tly con- 
trary deſignes, Chrilt, Saints, and all Enemies, what'ere they ſtrike 
at, they all hit only fleſh and Blood,which cannot enter into the Kjng- 
dom of God,but lets or hinders the Saint's fully entring,till it be fully 
deſtroyed. By ſuffering Devils and men, ſeemingly to overcome 
him and his Saints, as bringing death on their natural man, do Chriſt 
and they overcome them all, in their ——_ which 1s greater then 
they : and which they can never touch ;, V. 14. 1 Joh. 4. 4. and 
5. 18. Satan's Battels againſt (and ſeeming Conquelts over ) Saints 
( _ that are ſaved, Chriſts little flock ) are performed with a con- 
fuſed noiſe, and Garments rolled in Blood, Chriſt's and Saints viQtory 
over them, is with burning and fewel of Fire, by which the flainof 
and by the Lord, will be the many that periſh ; 1ſaz. 9. 5. 4#d 66. 16. 
Enemies #41 Saint's Body's,but they*l kill their Spirits, Souls, and Bo- 
dies, for ever, in that Spirit they aimed at, to kill, but could never 
touch, Tt will touch them, to purpoſe, at laſt. But, Who are the 
Oppreſſours, here? What, the Oppreflion ? Who,the Oppreſſed, is 
the Province of this World, Satan's univerſal Monarchy, through a 
violent perverting of Fudement and Juſtice? Much has been we © 
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theſe queries, on Yer/. 1. of Chap. 4. Evil Angels and Men, are 
the inviſible and viſible Principalities and Powers, that ſet them- 
ſelvs to oppreſs the Saints ofthe moſt High ( he Poor and Needy, as 
tothe Treaſures of their inward natural Man, their Spirit ; and oft, 
outward alſo) as the Signal Tormenters of ſuch Dwellers upon the 
Earth, or fixed Inhabitants of the Earthy, firſt-Creation State of Na- 
ture, evill Angels and Men ; diſturbers of the Peace of their Joynt 
worldly Dominion, and tyranical Domination, therein. For, the 
declareall that worldly Life and ——_—— truſt in, for Heppine, 
to be but a Bubble,s Dream,a fading Flower,inlignificant as to true hap- 
pineſs;a fix'd confidence,therein,unchangable enmity to God, and cer- 
tain Damnation to themſelvs. Can the Rulers of this World, viſible 
or inviſible,bear ſuch DoQtrine, concerning that State, they ſet upin, 
for Salvation ? Though Devils more fully know the Truth thereof ; 
will men ( under their ſtrong deluſions, pleaſing themſelvs to think 
their ſandy Foundation'd Church-building, good, and their matters 
right with God, as therein doing him ſervice ) let the true Saint's 
contrary, ſpiritual ,true Goſpel-DoQtrine, paſſe uncontrold, or the 
Preachers and Ownersof ſuch DoCQtrine, unpuniſhed ? Never look 
fort. And, leaſt of all, in theſe laſt, and worlt of Times; in which, 
the Scripture proclaim's, and warn's, this Oppreſſion will riſe toa 
higher pitch, than inall former Ages of this World, under Satan, 
the Prince and God, the Moloch, and Baal, or King and Lord there» 
of ; King of Kings, and of all the Children of Pride, all proud ſelf-ex- 
alters, in this World ; as Chriſt, Kzz of all Spiritual K/zes, and 
meek ſubjefted Children of his Ki in the next. Satan, the 
permitted God and Prince of this, when he know*s he hath but a ſhort 
time to Reign ( his Kingdom drawing near a Period ) will more out- 
ragiouſly and Subtly then ever, lay about him, to hinder and prevent 
the Dawnings,and commencing of Chriſt*s;Rev.12.12. He will then 
enrage his viſhle Powers in this World, againſt Saints, to the cauſing 
ſucha time of Trouble tothem, as never was, or ſhall be; Max. 24. 
21. As certain Tokens of Satan's expiring Reign ; and fo, of the ap- 
proaching of Chriſt's, the Love and PraCtice of all forts of Iniquity 
( literal and myſtical ) will abound; and of all ſorts of goodneſs, de- 
Cline and decay. By both theſe, will the Devil moſt dext*couſly 
{erve his deſigns, as toall ſorts - 0 ppreſlion, by the violeat pervere- 
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ing of Judgment and Juſtice, towards the Poor of Chriſt's Flock, 
ſrippdof all natural Power or Relief, vilible or inviſible. He will 
uſe a-prophane Party, to deſtroy the common Rights and Properties 
of men; on civil accounts. And he, will uſe firſt-Covenant, Law-Bre- 
by him turn'd into 1p ws (and yet dreſ&dup by him,in 
Sheeps-loathing, Spiritual appearances) to worry hunt true 
Spiritual Goſpel-Breth'ren, 1n the ſecond, to Death. But Saints are 
fore-warn'd of all this, as to what they are to expeQ, in the worſt of 
times; Mat. 24. 25. Joh. 16. 4. AlPs by God's permiſſion, and 
under his over-ruling Power. They ought not therefore, ro marvel 
or be diſmay*d at the matter, or will and purpoſe of God, herein, 
which is wholly for their Good. Be not diſmay'd ; for, he, or they, 
that is (or, thatare) higher than the higheſt ( the Holy Angels) dore- 
ard, ſee and take notice of all, as Standers by and Lookers on, til ful- 
impowr'd and comiſſion'd to come forth, in the effeQtual Preachi 

of the everlaſting Goſpel,to Saints; and-powring forth the Vials of Wrath, 
on their Enemies. And, Chriſt and God, yet unſpeakably, —y 
higher than the ay” 9s wr ſit, as*twere, ſilent, but exaQly regard- 
ingand obſerving the injurious demeanour of Enemies, towards his 
Saints ; together with Saints dutiful and quiet demeanour, under 

ſuch Injuries, and worſt Occurrents, 

The ſpiritual Goſpel-life of Chriſt, in Ele Angels (yea andin 
Saints, too) render's them as much higher then all evil firſt-creation 
Powers, Angels or Men ; 4s the Heavensthen the Earth, And,though 
the Good Angels come not forth, in their immediately preparatory 
diſpenſation to Chriſt's ſecond comming, till peculiarly cmmite. 
on'd for ſuch blefſed work, in the laſt and worſt of tmes, when 
enemiesare grown moſt rampant and confident ; yet, mean while 
( even all along this World ) are they ( and have they bin Y) ſent by 
Chriſt, as min:ftring ſpirits, keepers, and guardians 70 bleſſed Saints 
an earth, heirs of ſalvation, ſurrounded with enemies,on all hands, 
in this ſcrambling, confounded world of cunning Devils, and is no- 
rant men;ignorant,as to all Goſpel,faving truths,abundance of them 
not knowing, or very little chinkingrwhar they are doing,asevenPaut 
once, At.26.9.Luk.23.34.Af.13.27.They proteted Elzzh, from the 
king's 3 Captains and their fifties; E/iſba,in Dothan,from the Syrian 
Army; and Hezekiah &e fromthe Aſſyrian Army,before Jeruſalem 

as 
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as T/aiah propheſied, 2 Kzngs. 19. 20-35. By the decrees of 
Chriſs ſpiritual —_—_— Watchers over, and obſervers of all men, 
ood and bad ( as =_ lay's) will the great Tree of all oppreſ- 
ing Worldly Monarchies, be cut down, when ripe for the Sicle ; Dan... 
4. 17. Mat. 13. 39-42. Rev. 14. 19, 20. That Devils are. not 
ignorant of HolyAngelsG — py Saints,appears by Satan's - 
quoting ( P/al. 91. 1x, 12) to Chriſt himſelf, Mar. 4. 6. They 
keep Saints, alſo, as the natural man of Chriſt himſelf in fleſh, from 
being induced by tempting Devils (by the contrary workings of - 
fleſh and Blood 1n themſelvs, or perſecuting-work of enemies, with-- 
out doores ) to fumble or be _ and unpardonably Offended az 
(and ſo, found offenders of) Chriſt, the cormer-foxe and foundation - 
of the new-creation building on the Rock, as coming on fleſh and 
blood (or their natural man) with myſtical fire, and a flaming two- - 
_ ſword, to kill, ſlay, and offer it up, in ſacrifice, to God. In the - 
cloſe of this world, will they poure down the wrath of God, gradual- - 
ly, on the ſeveral parts or branches of Satan's univerſal Empire, or - 
worldly dominion, till all be laid in the Duſt, under Chriſt's, . 
theirs, and his Saints feet ; Rev. 16. Saints, waiting, in a lively hope, . 
for this, _ to poſſeſs their Souls in faith and patience, and not mar- - 
vel or be dilmayed ( ſeeing cleerly the mind, will, purpoſe, and me- - 
thod of God's wiſdom, in all )at the moſt daring, preſumptuous pra- - 
Qicers of higheſt wickedneſs _ God or them. They are ſureof - 
—_ y all they can do againſt them, now. A : 
fire of having them: under their feet, hereafter, for ever. . What- 
would they have, or can they wiſh: more, in this point ? God a for - 
them, who can be againſt them? They muſt needs be more thewconquer- - 
ers. If this chreefola Cord will hold(conjunctive divine and new-crea- 
ture power, in Chriſt; the —_— perſonally united new-creas - 
ture power, in Chriſt and Ele& Angels, and Saintsalſo, for their fe-- 
curity againſtall worldly Powers )all's ſafe. | | 
Verſ. IX. Moreover, the profit of theearth-is for all * the king. hins- 
felf is ſerved by the ahi 4 f 0 
Thechiefintendment of this literal truth ( which, hit upon, is - 
properly and truly, right AY is, the fruits and produQts* 
efman's nature, in the renew'd old; earthly, or firſt-creation ns 
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thereof, the Image of the earthy. The profit of this, 1s for all ; And, 
this is figured by the OI produCts,of the litteral Earth, 
by which King and Subjects, Rulers and Ruled, even all Man- 
kind,are ſupported and maintain'd in their bodily life. The fruits 
of the ſaid myſtical Earth, or righteous earthly Life and ſtate, af- 
ford a natural food and clothing to the immortal ſpirit, or inner 
man of man, in his firſt-creation make and faſhion of being. In this 
make and life, is man to ſerve or obey God, as the fruits thereof 
ſerve or preſerve him : both, but for a ſeaſon, till called out of this, 
man's own earthly life, make and faſhion of being, into God's Hea- 
venly, which ( with the fruits and meats thereof ) is everlaſting. 
The Earthly ſtate of man ( or Angel ) before the fall, in a firſt-cove- 
nant law-life, was figuratively repreſented by the Tree of good and 
evil, ſignifying the corruptibility thereof ; and the danger, incident 
to man ( or Angel ) by their own evil choice,and uſe of it. To pre- 
vent this evil, both were ſtritly prohibited the feeding upon, ter- 
minating, delighting, and eſtabliſhing themſelvs therein, with a 
confidence to find true bleſſednels, there, to their immortal beings. 
The ſodoing then, was rebellion againſt the command of God, and 
turned their natures intoa direCt enmity to that more excellent and 
durable creature-life of God, ſpiritual and heavenly, a Goſpel-ſtate 
of everlaſting righteouſneſs and truth. And, the lame miſarria e 
and abuſe of all, turned their earthly-ſtate ( life, or myſtical field ) 
ntoa uſcleſneſs to themſelvs, ſo as to be of no true avail or profit 
to them : but indeed, a ——_ ofdarkneſs and death, rendring 
their nature an accurſed earth, bringing forth nothing but Briars 
and Thorns, Gall and Wormmwood, from a root of bitterneſs or enmity 
to God. This __ the ſinni els,on their firſt ſin, under an 
abſolute unchangable Curſe, and everlaſting Burnings ; and, man's 
myſtical Earth,or earthly life and ſtate, it brought »:gh unto Curſing, 
as bearing Thorns and Briars, allo ; and, if he perſiſt finally therein, 
againſt all offered Grace and Mercy,hisend will be alſoto be burned, 
in the ſame Lake of myſtical Fire aud Brimſtone, the unquenchable 
flamesof God's wrath, for evermore; Heb. 6. 8. Adam's firſt ſin, 
left no profit in this myſtical fieldor earth of man's nature. All men, 
ſince, are born dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. Their nature isa waſt, how- 


ung, barren Wilderneſs, full of rayenous, devouring wild —_ 


beſtial thoughts ; fooliſh, noiſom luſts, that hurt, wound, ſink, and 
drown them un deſtruttion and perdition ; 1 Tim. 6. 9. The King, or 
kingly, fuperiour Angelical nature ; and the ſubjett, inferiour hu- 
mane nature, by their fall, loſt the right uſe and true profit of the 
myſtical a a rg rg field, life, or natural ſtate. Both were 
brought to feed on duſt, or the periſhing vanities of this World, or 
Worldly ſtate, having turn'd their Backs on God's never-periſhin 
Life and Meats, figured in the Tree of Life, and offered to them bot 
and all. They forth-with forfeited and loſt the paradiſical-ſtate of 
their orien mow natural, in SubjeCtion to that Light that 
ſhew'd and offer'd them God's incorruptibly perfe& ſpiritual crea- 
ture-Life, State, and Meats, which was their fir /t habitation or ſtate of 
Innocency. Fallen Angels, as their greater puniſhment ( for their 
greater and more criminal firſt Sin, againſt higher and clearer Light 
than man ) have the Duſt of their not only corruptible, but corrupted 
firſt-creation Field or natural State, left them 7o feed oz, andare per- 
mitted to uſe all their Strength and advantages therein, againſt God 
and his Saints. . But Man, as a lefler puniſhment, was inſtantly de- 
prived of all; both ofthe righteous Earthly Life of his nature, and 
of the proper Food and — thereof, He is ever ſince, born 
Naked, Dead, Helpleſs, and Loathſome; Ezek. 16. 5,6. He has no- 
thing left, but a meer beſtial, bodily Life, and the loweſt part of the 
Duff of this World, in common with Brutes, to feed upon; even 
the gratifying contentments of bodily luſt, only. He has nothing, 
proper to him as a man, left him to teed on. But, he is pardonable, 
and recoverable into the righteous Life ofa Man, again, by the Re- 
deemer. And,when aCtually recovered into,and ſet up r & omni 
if he, as wiltul ly,againſt conviction,abuſe it again (in finning againſt, 
and rejefting Gad's more excellent new-creature,Goſpel-Lite, at firt 
repreſented 1n the Tree of Life ) he is gone for ever, as fallen Angels, 
at firſt, were. Yet, is heleft, for a ſeaſon { after ſo irrecoverably and 
unpardonably gone.) to the ſelf-contident exerciſe of his reſtor'd 
changable righteous firft-covenant Law-Life, and feeding on the 
ofbats and fruits thereof, handed now to him from the. Evil Angel, 
that's higher than he, in that fading Lite and Mears. And lo, is he 
perinitted by Chriſt,to have more :han Heart can Wiſh, ( Plal. 73.7.) 
therein, to kisdying hour ; yea, and dye with great ſeeminy * 
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denceand fatisfaCtion, to by-Standers, that all's well with him. And, 
thus gocs the inferiour humane Beaſt, into the Arms of the ſuperiour 
and more ſubtil evil-angelical Beaſt of the firſt-creation World, 
whom he has taken to be his God ; Ge». 3. 1. 2 Thef. 2. 4. Man's 
{eccond perſonal ſinning after the ſimilitude of Adam's Tranſereſſion 
(in wr nature, againſt God's Spirit of Grace, and Light thereof) 

brings him to the ſame PO Devils, a fixure orettabliſhment 
in his own changably righteous nature, which is unchangable enmity 
to God, and his everlaſtin _— Goſpel-ſpirit of Grace. 

If men ſuſpect the of {erpents diet, as earthly, he will gild 
over his earthly, natural excellencies, with the neareſt reſemblance 
of Chriſt's Spiritualand heavenly, and then they*l down for right 
heavenly, never-periſhing meat's,with all but,the very ele. And, 
he wants not for apoſtles, from amongſt men ( transform*d by him 
and themſelvs, into the likeneſs of Chriſt's) the ſupream Wolv's in 
ſbeeps clothing, to carry on his work ; making his Goſpel-vanities paſſe 
for Chriſt's durable Goſpel-riches, everlaſting life, and never-per- 
iſhing meats. Thus does Satan ſport himſelf with thoſe that ſpore 
themſelus with his and their own deceivings. By ſuch, makes he his 
utmoſt batteries againſt the very ele, to deceive their ſouls ; or if 
that wor't be, todeſtroy their bodies. All that have reſolutely ta- 
ken up with him, to feed on duſt (the periſhing meats of the firſt.cre- 
ation ) does he perfettly deafen to the voice of all true Spiritual 
Charmers, Charm they never ſo Wiſely, Not a word of Chriſt's Goſ- 
pel, or any of his never-periſhing meats, will they any more liſten 
to, regardor look after, for ever, then ſtones. They are fix'd abſo- 
lute infidels, as to all his things, truths, or dotrins. They are the 
hotteſt, fierceſt, zealous decriers of all ſuch things, or words, in the 
whole World. Pax! was 1o,for a ſeaſon, when a righteous firſt-co- 
venant Saint ; they, for ever. But, toprevent man's ſelf-deſtroy- 
ing choice of his own ſelfiſh, earthly, firit-creation life, or righteous 
natural-State, with the periſhing food, ragged clothing, and fad- 
10g riches thereof, in preference to Chriſt's durable riches, never- 
' Periſhing meats, and pure garments,c/eay inner, or everlaſting rf&h- 

teouſnels, in the ſecond ; Solomon farther declares ; j 


Verl. 
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Verſ. X. He that loveth ſilver, ſhall not bg ſatiſfied with fitver : 
nor he that loveth abundance, with encreaſe : this is alſo vanity. 


The myſtical f#ver here (that with all poſſible encreaſe thereof, is 
vanity, as well as the litteral figure) import's the heap'd up Laodice- 
as treaſur's, in the fruitful exerciſe of a firſt-covenant righteous 
life of vanity. Man, at beſt, therein, is Lighter then vanity, weigh's 
teſs (is _ _ _— in = balance x * qo new-creation 

Qtuary ; + 39+ 5, 6. and, 62. 9. J/a. 40. 17. Heisa 
flarenemy to God and it; toall the heavenly life and treaſure there- 
of. Man's inordinate, preferring love to ( and delightin) his own 
righteous nature, and riches thereof, is an evil concupiſcence, an evil 
covetouſneſs, deſtrufQtive to his own myſtical houſe, whole nature, or 
perſon ( Hb. 2. 9, 10) the higheſt, and moſt criminal idolatry ; 
that ove of money, in the higheſt ſenſe, that's che root of all evil, keep- 
ing up a murdering mind of enmity agginſt all doQrine, or perſons, 
that come to ſeize and take it away,as their unſpeakable advantage,if 
obedient tothe Croſs of Chriſt, therein. Man,wearies himſelf, tires, 
and fin's himſelf into eternal death, for very vanity; v. 13. and Pſal. 
39. 6. All,men ſeek andcontend for, in their own nature, will, and 
way, Pazal found, in Goſpel-light, dung and loſs ; Fob, duſt and aſhes ; 
who both, once, thought themlelvs ns happy, there, in Gods light, 
as well as in their own. He that loves this Tz ſilver, or Ge 


inward riches of his own nature, ſba/l not be ſatisfiedwith fuch ſilver, 
inthe moſt abundant encreaſes thereof, There's nothing init, can 
truly anſwer the wants ofhis immortal being : or, give the leaſt de- 
gree of true happineſs to him. Nothing but new-creature life, does 

is( Gal. 6. 15 )neither corrupt or _— Old-Creation life, ſig- 
nified by wncircumciſion and circumciſion, which avail not any thing, 
in this caſe ; as toeternal life. 


Verſe. XI. When goods encreaſe, they are increas'd that eat thm: 
and what good is there to the ovners thereof, ſaving the beholding of 
them with their eyes. 


Here's the vanity of all periſhing treaſur's. The utmoſt encreaſe 
of Laodicean riches,in the moſt —_— exerciſe of a firſt-creation life, 
1 or 


(150) 
or firſt-coyenant principle, makes but a heap of periſhing vanities, 
when all's done. The right parting with all, as dung, for Ghrift's 
heavenly treaſure, durable riches ( acquirable only in his Goſpel- 
Spirit or new-covenant-principle of everlaſting righteouſneſs ) is the 
beſt,and only true improvement of all. In this Exchange, does Man 
receive all the fading goodneſs and riches of his law-life, with uſury 
and great gain ; evenin Chriſt's Goſpel-life, or Spirit. Thus *is, 
with all thorow-followers of Chriſt's Counſel. Chriſt receives, 
in this right improvement of his firſt-creation gifts, his own again 
with uſury, and man his own alſo, with tranſcendent advantage, in 
God's own Life, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Glory ; all the everlaſting 
things of God's Spirit of grace, for the fading OY next 
to nothings, in his own - wr of nature ; the Life ofthe Creator, or 
new-creature Spirit of Chriſt, the living WORD and Wiſdom of 
God, by which the Worlds were made. The final refuſal of this chang, 
is man's changing, ſelling, or parting with God's Goſpel-Spirit of 
Truth, for Satan's and his own lis, his periſhing vanity, his law-Spirit 
of nature. And this is his ſerving, worſhipping, and loving the 
Creature, even himſelf, rather or zwore (yea, above and againſt) 
the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. Can ſuchill-chuſers, nm leſſe 
then to be Curſed for ever, and periſh as their own dung, that they 
prefer before the very Life, Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, and Glory of 
God, that's never to be done away ? Paul threw away this my: 
tical duzg, for the unſearchable divine and ſpiritual riches of Chrilt's 
Glorious perſon ; which, when he came to be a happy poſſeſſour of, 
he became alſo the moſt Powerful Goſpel-Preacher of ; Eph. 3. 8. 
He that loves his own life, and the riches or Mammon thereof, litteral 
or myſtical, in preference to God*s, hates God's. Chriſt therefore 
requires the hating our own very /ife, at beſt, in love to God's, or de- 
clar*s, we canor be hy diſciples ; Luk. 14. 26, Forthus did he. Not 
my will, but thine be done. Not = words, but thine be ſpoken ; The 
word's of thy Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, that's in unchangable union 
of mind with hy infinite divine Spirit, and, not the diQtats of my 
natural wiſdom or underftanding, the words of my Spirit. Job 
ſaid, though righteous, he would not know or own his own ſoul, but 
deſpiſe or deſtroy, crucify his very righteous natural ſelf or life, as 
Auſt and aſhes, to God's : dung and loſſe ( Phil. 3.7,8) for God's; 


with 
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with Pas/. All true Saints chiak, fay, and do thus, firſt or laſt, 
What amount all fading riches (treaſur'd up by man, in the aQtvi 
of faulty, or defeCtive tirſt-covenant principle's) unto, by the mt 
fruitfull exerciſe of the reſtor'd righteous life of his own nature, 
therein, when not rich rowards God, 1n his Spirit of grace, the ſecond 
Covenant Goſpel-Principle of life, defire, thought, and ation? 
Chriſt himſelf does thus reſolve his own moſt pertinent and con- 
cerning queſtion, by way of in{truQtion and warning to men ; Thos 
fool, that haſt heap'd up vaſt periſhing treaſures, in thy own enlight. 
ned, righteous nature ; and art merry, confident, and at heatts-eaſe 
therein, as if happy for many years, even'for ever, as poſſeſſed of 
what will never faile thee ; th:s night ſhall thy ſoul be taken from thee, 
even this righteous life of thy living ſoul, and then, if thou have not 
the everlaſhng life of my quickning Spirit, and my durable riches 
therein, where art thou ? and whoſe ſhall all thoſe things be, which tho 
haſt provided? none of thine, to be ſure, for ever. *Tis the true Saint, 
only, receivs all the good of the firſt-creation, tranſcendently ad- 
vanc'd, in the ſecond. All others, that finally refuſethe ſecond, will 
be excluded from it, for ever ; and, have all, in the firſt, taken from 
them, too. Where are they then ? They loſe the riches, laid up 
for the eaſe of their own ſoul, ſoul and all, for ever, in concluſion. 
Here's their Doom. Chriſt therefore denounces wo to ſuch firſt- 
covenant rich ones ( reigning with confidence, as Kings, there, in 
their own righteous, clenſed nature) as having receiv*d their con- 
ſolation, their penny, the Praiſe and reward of Men, in this World. 
They are to have no good in the next; Luk. 6. 24. Mz. 6. 2. 
5. 16. Noentering there, for a rich Man, rich in the firſt covenant 
life of his own nature, and confident therein, ſoas to rejeCt the true 
riches, of the ſecond-covenant-life of God, in his ſpirit of grace, 
Mat. 19. 24. As toany thing of the new-creature-life and riches 
of God, are ſuch, with the Laodiceans, wretched, miſerable, poor, 
blind, and naked; Rev. }. 17. They have nothing of that, about 
them. Yea, they loath, mortally hate all ſuch life, riches, and God 
moſt high, himſelf. They'l be needs Rejed as Kjnzs, in a Spirit, 
alife, Chriſt would not Reign in (when offer'd, Foh. 6. 15) Paul 
could not, might not Reign in, 1 Cor. 4. 8. Such hate that Goſpel-, 
Spirit, Chriſt will Reign in, _ all his Saints. - The Rich _ , 
SIN i 2 
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Full, in Fiptl-Corepant Life an Ticaſar s, are confident there- 
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Hs will all ach ſelf-confident Liodiceans, look, that now rec. 
kon themſelvs rich, full, encreaſed with goods, and 
when forg'd - find themſelvsin everlaſting Poverty and naked- 
ee gp ery thing, \datrougie? Li Lineral and epfiicalrich 
men, qwvry don nothing but " ram _ Tae ade ; 
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+ inthem ; Jer. 2. 37. Amidſtall the winch and nd Alley of 
both, are | mt bid ons and yr p for New beck "uſt in come upon 
ey OH. Phe why = - yg Ta, 
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iſh; yea, Elly certain ſo todo, hes the intrinſick periſha le- 
neſs of the very nature ofthem ; v. 2, 3. And whereare they both, 
then? This get they, by liſtning to Satan's Man-pleaſing counlel, 
and rejecting Chriſt's, who warns men, in this great concern, to uit 
fuch, for his heavenly treaſure and life, expos'd to none of theſe lad 
inconveniences ; Mat. 6. 19. 20. When men heap up, in, for 
and to themſelvs, the ſaid vain riches, periſhing goods, ſo that ſuch 
gooey encreaſe, they are encreas'd that eat them, The m 

ofthis ſaying, is this. The inordinate luſts of man's boundleſs 
rambling,roving Spirit (from the immortality of its being ).encreaſe, 
ashis riches encreaſe. So, he isnever the neerer, yet, towardsany 
fall or final fatisfaCtion, A bottomleſs deſire, an unfatiable ap 
growing ſtill bigger and wider, encreaſing as the heap increaſes 
(and their ſinfull dotage on, and love to the heap, encreaſing with. 

krone pg grow work and worſe, every way, as to hiscaſe, 
towards God ; or, any fatisfation to bins elf, inall ſuch. riches. 
The ſinful, falſe appetite of hjis.immortal Spirit;after mortal riches, 1s. 
the eye that*s never ſatisfied with ſeeing, or with riches;the ear never filled 
with hearing. Ec. 1. 8, and, 4. 8: Men after all the fad a ppg 
of manand Angel, at firſt, will betrying over and over, 
ration after generation )the ſelf- Gen and unlawfu Ft 
creation vanities, that, at firſt, gave,, many. Angels and all _— 
eheir fall. This , notwithſtandiog all the faithful warnings ofthe 
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Lagos this FI and ſince the fall, as tothe 
gfull co ts thereof. What unparallel'd folly, 
ke tant fo? Yet, this courſe will menſteer ; this way, will 
they take. Foriner Generations of profeſſors have took this Ways 
follow'd ſuch do&rin as has direQted, and afſured themof ſafery 
therein ; and their poſterity, in the ſame firſt-covenanc principles, 

i rove ne their lying, applaud their do&rin, and follow 
them into that ſtate ofeternal darknes 
and dn, vo x eokuns ſee light. Thus goes one generation 
after another, to the coin of their fathers ; tothe ſame chamb- 
ers ofdeath, with them ; P/al. 49. 13. 19. They all feed on ſuch 
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they Ada, or afford nothing, yo good ro the 
_— DE vet Neb beholding of them with their Eyes, There's 
fatisfying good in to man's Immortal Spirit. 
ym orAppetite and defire thereof, 
can never ways wa way vey es. chk; but, only 

cozen'd, whifd per ry with the ſclf-pleaſing entertainments 
of this World, in a Fools-Paradiſe of vanities. The encreaſing, vain 
defires;after ſuch encreaſingvaindeſirables,fruſtrat's and deprives the: 
Poſſeſſor, {til}, ſtill, of any good or benefit by them, fave the behalding 
thene with his Eve which are never 4 with ſeeing ay ran 50 
is ina ver ny maze _ TS EY 


ment, 1n , and, at laſt, inev 7 ng 
MT 6a on tex Ps ef in a Bed aſh nevi in'E 
Darkneſs, Want, Nakedneſsand Death, under the inflictions of final 
hay ro for ſuch madneſs and folly ;. of which, fairly and oft warn'd, 
on Earth. All his grakae] joy, delight, beer, pleaſure, 
ark Coen of vanities, is but deluſive and deſtructive to him. 
Pon mr rn butto an encreaſe of varity, in deſires. and defirables ; 
and” what's. ran the better ?7 Eecl. 6. 11. Yea, how much ſl the 
worſe? worſe and worſe. The true living Bread, the Waters of 


Likshe never periſhiog Meat and Cloathing, Chriſt's Gopnrogns 
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of everlaſting righteouſneſs, brings with it, anſwer all man's wan 
and make w. a = bleſſedneh to him, for ever. True Saints wood 
with the encreaſes of God, in his never-periſhing Life and Riches. They 
are Co-heirs with Chriſt, of God ( Rom. 8. 17.) feeding on ( and 
enjoying )the very divine Glory, ſhining forth upon them, in favour 
and love, for evermore. 


Verſ. XII, The ſleep of 4 labouring May is ſweet, whether he eat 
littleor much : but the abundance ( Arab. covetouſnels ) of the 


Rich, will not ſuffer him to ſleep. 


Firſt, tothe litteral ſenſe. Man, in his civil Capacity and lawfull 
Calling in this World, diligently performing his Duty, and referring 
the iſſue and ſucceſs of his labours, to Providence ( without any cark- 
ing ſolicitud's, or murmuring, repining thoughts, againſt God, when 
croſs'd in his expeQtations, and diſappointed of his hopes ) has reſt 
and quiet to himſelf, therein. Sucha one, however low in outward | 
Riches,Solomon preferr's,as to outward worldly Happinels, before the 
litteral covetous rich man, that ( from exceſlive, inordinate Love to 
ſuch Wealth ) robb's and deprives himſelf of all right comfort there. 
in. His ſolicitous, ſelf-tormenting thoughtfulnels, for getting and 
keeping ſuch Wealth ; and then, fear of loſing all, again (all which 
the other is freed from ) render him a very teuſor-TiuogsaiG-. His 
abundance of Riches fills his Heart with abundance of trouble and 
diſquiet ( as well as his Coffers, with Silver ) which will ot ſuffer 
him to reſt or ſleep. Through this vanity,under the litteral firſt-creati- 
on Sun, Solomon faw ſuch Riches, downright hwrtfull to the Owners 
thereof, inſtead of being of any benefit or advantage to them. ' Sem- 
blably, the inward Riches of man's Spirit ( under the myſtical firſt- 
creation Sun ; the enlightning, enlivening, fruftifying influence of 
Chriſt, as a fleſhly Bride-groom, in his firſt-covenant Spirit, Single, 
upon man's nature ) Laodicean Treaſures, heaped up and truſted in 
and to, by man, for true Happineſs, produce the ſame reſtleſne 
and diſquiet to him. Full of ſolicitud's is he, in getting and keep- 
ing, and of Fears, about loſing all, again ; as the literal covetous 
rich man is. Is there not a cauſe for ſuch  Jealouſies and Fears ? 
Alls buta vain ſhew, in Holy Fleſh, a firſt-covenant Spirit of = 
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dage and fear, about his known periſhing vanities ; refufing Chriſt's 
neem $1. ſhew'd and offer'd durable Riches and true Freedom, 
even the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God, in his Goſpel-Spirit, or 

fet# Law of Liberty, to good only ; and that good, unchangable. 
That's Freedom indeed; to purpoſe ; Heb. 2. 15. 2 Cor. 3.17. 
Joh. 8. 32. 36. Jam. 1.25. and2. 12. The Truth ( Chriſt's Goſ. 
pel-Spirit of Truth) makes us Chriſt's zrue freemen, though, in letter, 
mans Servants ; 1 Cor.7. 22. And, the Maſter, that's free, in letter, 
if effeQtually call'd by Chriſt into his heavenly Life of true freedom, 
is his Servant. Chriſt's new-covenant Law, or Goſpel-Spirit of Life, 
by its death-work on our old or firſt-covenant law-Spirit of Sin, Bon- 
dage, Enmity, and Death, ſets us free from Sin and Death ( Roms. 8. 
2. ) all vain Trouble, Bondage, and Fear. He that's {0 dead, is freed 
from Sin( Rom. 6. 7. ) ceaſes, for ever, from it ; 1 Pet. 4. 1. 


Verſ. XII. There is a fore Evil, which T have ſeen under the Sun ; 
namely, Riches kept for the Owners thereof, to their hurt. 


This, with the Verſe before, and four following, joyntly Cha- 
rater the folly and miſery of the litteral and myſtical covetous rich 
Man ; the former, as a Type ofthe latter. One of them is filPd with 
caresand ſolicitud's, about making proviſion for his bodily eaſe ; the 
other is as buſy, about proviſions for his SouPs eaſe; Luk.12. 16-19. 
Both of them trade but in periſhing vanities. ?*Tis but for periſhing 
meats, that gratify the evill Luſt's, the Belly, Deſire or Appetite of a 
mortal, periſhable Life of Body and Soul, theſe two ſorts of fooliſh 
Labourers, Toil, and fill their Heads and Hearts, with vain, felf-tor- 
menting cares and folicitud's. AlPs but to compaſs and finger the 
vain Delights of the Sons of men. Nothing of the never-periſking Life 
and Meats of the Son of God, delights of the Sons of God, are ad- 
mitted into their regard. God is not in all, or any of their thoughts 
Pfal. ro. 4- Nothing of God's, Chriſt's new-creature-Life, is ſought 
after. They'l not come to him for it, nor regard it, when he comes and 
offers it to them ; Toh. 5. 40. How oft would TI have gather d you to- 
gether, unto me, under my divine and Creature-wings, in this Lite, 
and ye would not ? Mat. 23.37. Yeareall for your ſelves, your own 


Life; will have none of me, or mine. Then take your — yo 
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ſhall never have mine, at all; ever enter into my reſt : So will be left 
to your own deſolate houſe, for ever; V. 38, Themyſtical rich man 
delightfully contemplat's the Beauty, Fruitfalneſs, and Riches of his 
ownealight'ned nature,and too oft arrives this higheſt point of Spi- 
ritual wickedneſs, asthe reſult of his own wiſdom, to ftrike up an e- 
verlaſting-covenant-union with the Devil. He agrees to receive, by 
his transforming Hel-fire-Baptiſm, an advance of his own nature, 
out of a narrower m—_—y evil humane capacity,into a wy nas 
unchangably evil [. This, by ſuffering Satan to fill his Heart 
with his Spirit of 46. corerF's 


enmity to God. This is the making 


man's myſtical Houſe or Barns, greater ( Luk. 12. 18) the 4 
ing and heightning his natural capacity, by a kind of myſtical dea 
(through Satan's falſe croſs-work, or counterfeit mortafication, for 
the death of man's Spirit of nature )on his engagement by covenant, 
and fati ng aſſurance, that he will raiſe and catch him up, out of 
that myſtical Grave, into his higher, wiſer, ſtronger, more excellent 
and capacious angelical nature. Thus, by bargain, does he touch 
man's Spirit,with the transforming, alterative, affinulating touch of 
his, and tranſlate him out of his narrower humane, into his larger 
angelical capacity, of the firſt-creation ſort. Man rather chooſes this 
heightning and enlargment, in his own way, and after his own heart 
( in the firſt-creation ſtate of nature, which renders him a man after 
the Devil's own Heart, in unchangable enmity to God ) then ſuch 
deſtruition of his fleſhly nature (or whole natural ſtate and life, at beſt ) 
as leaves him no hopes of ever finding himſelf ina ſingle natural 
firſt-creation-life,more, for ever ; but,ina ſpiritual and heavenly,by 
a new-creation, in the new & everlaſting covenant Goſpel-principle, 
God's Spirit of Grace and Truth. The afſimilating, transforming- 
work of Chriſt's Spiritual Croſs,or heavenly fire-baptiſm upon man, 
would tranſlate him ( if obediently ſubmitting thereto, and compli- 
ant therewith ) into the life of God's ſacrificing Goſpel high-Prieſt of 
our Profeſſion, or of that very Spirit and fiery law of liberty ( Deut. 33. 
2. Jam. 1. 25) that puts his Law orlawleſs Spirit of bondage, en- 
mity, and Death, to Death ; with engagement, by Covenant, to 
raiſe it into theeverlaſting Life, and Glorious liberty of the Sons of God. 
Satan will Perſonate this very high Prieſt of God, and God himſelf; 
2 The. 2. 4. And, he will transform his higher Angelical excellen- 
cies 
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cies and capacity, into the likeneſs or neereſt poſſible reſemblance of 
Chriſt's new-creation Glories. Thus 1s the top-ſtone of his myſtery 
of iniquity ; the ſtrongeſt delulion, by which this mott ſubtle old 
Serpent, Dragon, and roaring Lion, deceives and devours men 
when and where God permitt's, for his own molt wiſe and holy ends. 
Think, what this choice of man, under Goſpel-conviCtion-Light, to 
joynunchangably with the Devil, rather than with God, deſervs. 
In order to ſecure their beloved natur's head, from the Goſpel-Sword, 
and Fire of the Crols or Spirit of Chriſt, do men mount up into ſupe- 
riour firſt-creation ſtrength, ſubtlety, and power, to oppoſe and for- 
tify themſelvs againſt Chriſt and God, that they may be deliver'd from 
the power of evil, even from the wrath of God ; Hab. 2. 9. This is 
man's delign, in his evil coveronſneſs, to ſet his neſt on high, amongſt 
the evil angelical Rocks and Mountains, with a vain hope, to fight 
and make good his ground and ſtanding there, againſt God himlielf. 
Moſt daring, fooliſh, preſumptuous,ſelf-deftroying wickedneſs ! Thus 
comes the myſtical Houſe of man's ſwept, garniſh'd nature, but empty 
ofthe Goſpel-Spirit of Chriſt, that's greater than Satan ( after all 
cleanſing from hilth of fleſh,and adorning with Spiritual,cnlightning, 


excellent Gifts ) to be re-entred and a ay by him, ina ſevenfold 


more dangerous manner, than before he was caſt out of his changa- 
ble corrupt ſtate of nature ; that 1s, unchangably. This is cleans'd, 
righteous man's latter end,worſe than his beginning, inpolluted nature, 


| deadin treſpaſſes aud ſins ; but, recoverable and curable, by the re- 


deemer ; Mat, 12. 43-45. Inthis deſperate and moſt deplorable 
condition, did Chriſt find and declare the ſelt-confident righteous. 
Scribs, Phariſees, and profeſſing Jews { who aſſerted themſelvs 
tobe true Children of Abram ; yea, and of God himlzelf, as born of 
God ; Foh. $8. 39. 41.) to be of their Father the Devil, as born of him, 
and walking, acting, and ſpeaking in his very murdering, lying Spirit 
of unchangable enmity to God, as the very principle of their lite, de- 
fire, thought and attion ; Y. 44. Man's Body or natural ſtate, giver 
up to be burr?d ( not in the true Fire of that Goſpel-Spirit that's cal- 
led Charity or Love ( 1 Cor. 13. 3. ) but in the falſe Fire of Satan's 
Spirit ofunchangable enmity to God ) profits him nothing ; but in. 
deed, becom's the higheſt, and utmoſt imaginable diſadvantage to 
lim. It renders him a fix'd Tang of the very Spirit of the Devil; 
K k 


as, 
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25 the true Saint, of God's. This abundance of myſtical firſt-crea- 
tion Riches, men finger, by advance into evil angelical excellencies, 
{uperiour to meer humane, will zot ſuffer ther to ſleep, being, for ever 
excluded God's Relt, the new-creation Spirit of Chriſt. They muſt 
lie down for ever, with their Father, the Devil, and his Angels, un- 
der wrath, in eternal vexation of Spirit. But, the myſtical poor 
Labonrer, that ſets his hand to the Plow of the Croſs, to turn up 
the very Root or natural principle of all myſtical firſt-creation riches 
or fruits, will have ſweet ſleep, reſt and peace with God, for evermore. 
He caſt's away, and willingly parts with all the riches, as dung ( that 
the other cumbers himſelf with ) and all deſires after them, or care 
and ſolicitud's about them. Who has the better on't ? the r:ch,Chrift 
Pronounces wo, to(Luk. 6. 24. ) or the poor in Spirit, whoſe is the Kijng- 
dom of Heaven ? Mat.5. 3.The more ſpeedily the fleſhly Tree,with all 
the fruits and riches, produced in and by it,is 4ayly dying and withering 
away,under the Crols ; at the farther diſtance is the true Saint from 
thedanger,the covetous rich naturaliſt is involv'd (and in a perillous 
tendency towards anunalterable fixure))in,by not ſubmitting toGod's 
ſentence of Death upon nature at beſt (as Paul did,2 Cor.1.9.)ſo,as to 
have it ſpeedily executed,upon them. This expoſes men to Satan's fix- 
ing, or Tovine therr Hearts inthem,todo evil ( Ec.8.11.) in unchang- 
able enmity to God, with him. So, all their heap'd up riches are kept 
( by, and )) for the owners thereof, to their own hurt, Hurt ? yes, to 
purpoſe, their eternal ruine. He that incorrigibly loves ( and dotes 
upon ) ſuch riches, hates Chriſt and his true life and riches ; ſo, loves 
Death; Prov. 8. 36. Had the young man liſtned to Chriſt, and 
quitted the fading earthly life and riches of his own nature, for his 
heavenly, he had found that ererzal Life, he enquir'd after. But, 
quitting Chriſt's faithfull Command, and gracious Offer ( all, for 
his unſpeakable advantage, if complied with ) in caſe he nally Per- 
ſiſted therein, what, leſs than eternal Death, could befall him ? Mar. 
29. 26-22, *: 


Verſ. XIV. But, thoſe riches periſh by evil travel ( Heb. in the & 
vil uſe (or employment ) of them ) ana, he begetteth a Son, and 
there is nothing in his hand. 


Litteral riches, got by evil travel ( and, as 1ll us'd) are, by fp jo 
an 
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hand of God, oft taken away, = Man ſet's himſelf, to build 
Caſtles in the Air, or leave houle and land to his Poſterity, called after 
his own nam? ; and all comes to nothing. The Son begotten by him, 
and left behind him, bring's his matters toſuch pals, that nothing 
remain's to him, or 1s /eft in his hand. As for the deceas'd Father, 
he could carry nothing of ſuch riches away with him, ; Pal. 49.17. 
Job. 21. 13.-21. What a diſmal iſſue is here, ofall vain travel, re- 
lating to the outward pelf of this World ? and, the ſame iſſue come 
all the myſtical rich man's labours, to, as has been above evidenc'd, 
abundantly. He trades but 1n(a higher ſort of) periſhing vanities, 
with the litteral. Both of them, as they came naked, in Body and 
Soul, inco the World ; ſo do they march out of it, again, after a long 
travel,and trading in a ſcene of periſhing ſhadows; as follows, 


Verſ: XV. As he came forth of his Mothers Womb, naked ſhall he re- 
turn, togo as he came ; and, ſhall take nothing of his labour, which 
he may carry away in his hand. 


No comfort, or benefit, for ever, will remain to either of the faid 
evill Labourers and Abuſers of litteral or myſtical periſhing world- 
ly riches; P/al. 39. 5,6. and 49. 11-20. They carry nothing away, 
to ſtand them in any ſtead, in 4 reſurrettion of damnation, for the ſe- 
cond Child, that ſhall ſtand up in an immortal being of Body, Soul, and 
Spirit, i lieu of their mortal Life of all, in this World ; Eccl. 4. 15. 


Verſ. XVI. And, this alſo is a ſore evil, that in all points as he came, 
ſo (hall he go: and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the 
Wind ? 


Man, wholly deſtitute of the Life, Riches, and Glory of the World 
to come, labour's in Sin, Vanity, and. Darknels, all along his day, 
inthis. Hehas.nothing but a deluſive, tranſient jollity in things 
that periſh. in the. uſing. Belly and Meats, Deſires and Deſirables ; 
all, vanity. God will deſtroy one and t'other. AlPs but a paſſant 
wind, he labours about. Andall his falle joy, lead's directly to eter-- 


. gal ſorrow, that he's to lie down in, under wrath. 


Kk 2 Verſ.;. 
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Verſ. XVII. Al his days alſo he eateth in darkneſs , and he hath much 
ſorrow, and wrath with his ſickneſs. 


In this verſe and the two former, have we a true deſcription of man's 
doleful ſtate, after the largeſt poſſeſſions, litteral or myſtical, that can 
fall to his lot, in firſt-creation life. He huggs but a wind, phantome, 
ſhadow, or ſelf-pleaſing Dream. AlPs nothing ; and, he comesto 
worſe than nothing, unſpeakable miſery and confuſion, without the 
leaſt relief, for ever, under unquenchable wrath. Man 1s born in a 
naked condition of Body, and dead i Sir, as to his Soul. When re- 
viv*d and Cloath'd again by Chriſt, as to ſome meaſure of his reſtor'd 
loſt Life and Righteouſneſs, in the firſt-covenant ; by keeping up 
that, in enmity ( to aneverlaſting Life and Righteouſnels, offer'd him 
by Chriſt, in the ſecond, and ſo, ſinning after the ſimilitude of Adam's 
firſt tranſgreſſion ) he is worſe than ever ; his latter end worſe than 
his beginning, a ſtate of unchangable, incurable evil, ſorrow, naked- 
neſs, poverty, and death. His whole man, after all poſſible revival, 
comfort, flouriſh, or fruitfulneſs in the mortal firſt-covenant Life of 
his Spirit, or ſenſual Life of his Body, goes deſtitute of all good or 
comfort, naked out of the Worla, as he came into't. He takes no- 
thing of the fading Glory of his reviv'd Spirit ( any more than out- 
ward riches and comforts, relating to his Body ) away with him, at the 
death of the Body. All goes. Iz all points, on all accounts, he goes 
as he came; \tark naked; ſtrip'dof all comfort or goodneſs. All 
fruits and labours of his Spirit and Body, $9 together ; all vaniſh, 
They that obediently part with all ſuch fading Life, and but things 
of man, in their Spirit, before the death of their Body, find their own 
again with uſury, tor ever, in the everlaſting Life, Wiſdom, Righte- 
oulneſs and things of God, in the Goſpel- __ or Principle of the new 
and everlaſting Covenant. This is the un{peakable Gift of God,offer'd 
all, on obedient ſurrender of their fading Life and things, in the firſt- 
covenant, for his everlaſting, inthe ſecond. They that refuſe this 
ſurrender ( as molt do ) lo: all good, in both Covenants, for ever; 
and fall under the poſitive inflictions of wrath, for ever. This, for 
the evill uſe of all their things and labours in the firſt, againſt God, 
and the ſecond. When charg'd for all, before the Judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt, they*l be found in a ſilencing, ſelf-condemning conſciouſneſs, 
as 
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as to all, charg*d with ; will havenothing to ſay. When their evil 
conſciences are open'd, all their mouths of iniquity will be topp'd., No 
diſputing, pleading, apologizing, but e*ne take their charge and ſen- 
tence; and fo, lie down tor ever in ſorrow, ſhame, and confuſion, 
under the wrath of their moſt righteous all-ſceing Judg. Then will 
they find nothin of all their evil travel, left in their hand, The 
wrath of God will be upon them ; and, the awak*ned ſpiritual con- 
victions, afforded them, in mercy, on earth, will be ſet upin them, 
for ever, in hel, as a never-dying, ever-gnawing worm ( Mark. 9. 44. 
46. 48 ) to torment them within, by che perpetually forc'd ſight of 
their madneſs and folly, on earth, againſt the univerſal experience 
of all mankind, andall faithfull warnings from God. All their fa- 
ding beauty will be conſum'd, in that Grave, from their dwelling ( Pfal. 
49. 14. ) or that earthly ftate of their whole perſons, which they 
have choſen for their final habitation. They have rendred themſelvs 


' fit fewel for the wrath of God, eternally to flame forth, upon. When 


Chriſt awak's or comes forth in his heavenly, he will ae/piſe or de- 
ſtroy their earthly Image ( Plal. 73. 20.) or ſtate ; burn up all the 
fading Glory, periſhing Life, Riches, Fruits, and meats thereof, or 
works therein; 2 Per. 3. 10. Their fleſhly principle or root, 
with the branch; tree, with the fruit, as Graſs; at beſt, a fading 
flower, will wither and periſh for ever ; 1/ai. 40. 6. Theſe thi 

and life, then, choſen by them, when known to beſo (and Chriſt's 
everlaſting Life and Things, as knowingly and wilfully rejeCted, 
when convincingly ſhew*d and fairly offer'd them) will cauſe their 
unutterable contuſion, for ever,in eternal darkneſs and death. They*l 
have nothing but wrath to feed on, for ever, in « reſurretFion of dam- 
nation. Much ſorrow andwrath will they have in and with their ſickneſs, 
unexpreſſible wrath, rage, and madneſs within them-( as the Septu- 
agint render) intheir languiſh R—_— ſickneſs, or unchangable 
enmity to God, under the final wrath of God. This will befall 
them, after all patience of God, and favourable offers( while 'twas 
called todzy, with them, in this world ) all which,they abus'd and te- 
fugd, to their forer condemnation and puniſhment. * So, become 
they moſt deſolate, for ever. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, &c. Mat. 23. 


\ 37, 38. As veſſels of diſhonour, will they be forc'd to ear rhe fruit of 


their own way, aud be filled with the fruit of their own devices ; the wrath 
| of 
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of God ; Prov. 1. 31. *Twill be ſorely il! with them, when that juſt 
reward of their hands ſhall be given them , lai. 3. 11. Had they heark- 
ed to his Counſel, they might have dwelt ſafely, tor ever, and, have been 
quiet from fear of evil. Prov. 1. 33. Their ſimple turning from his 
offers,and their proſperous flouriſp n their own nature, will,and way,de- 
itroy'd theſe incorrigible Fools. Y. 32. 


Verſ. XVIII. Behold that which Thawe ſeen: it is good and comly for 
owe to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour, that he 
zaketh under the Sun, all the days of his Life, which God giveth him: 
for, it is his portion. 


Having,in ſome former Verſes,finiſh'd the CharaCter of the incox- 
rigibly wicked, as to their dreadfull condition, So/omon proceed's 
here, to declare the bleſſed condition of all, that areofa perfect! 
contrary temper of Spirit, to that of unchangable enmity, above-ſaid; - 
of another Spirit,with Caleb and Foſhuah,who wholly followed the Lord; 
Numb. 32. 12. *Tis the Spirit of Faith, only, the /aw of the Spirit 
of Life, and true Liberty, the Goſpel-Spirit of Truth, in which the 
Lord can be rightly own'd, fully tollow'd,and acceptably worſhip'd, 
in Spirit and Truth. Sure, none of theſe things can ever be done in 
man's own ſpirit, will, and way, that, at beſt, is enmity to God. 
True Saints bring forth all the fruits of their labours, unto God the 
Father, in this Spirit of the Son, which makes them free indeed ; in 
this newneſs of Life, and Law of true Liberty, the glorious Liberty of the 
Sons of God, And they reap the benefit or fruit of all their ſuch /abovrs 
in the Lord, which never are in vain; 1 Cor. 15. 58. All labours 
in our own Spirit of nature, uncircumcis'd or circumcis'd, that is, 
corrupt or righteous, are 1n vain, as t9 eternal Life ; Gal. 6. 15, 
Nothing but the zew creature, and its aCtions,are conducible, or of 
any tendency towards that. There, God work's all our works for 
us;and we, all our works,in him,as co-workers with God, in hisown 
Spirit ; 1/ai. 26. 12. Joh. 3.21. Without me, or my Goſpel-Spirit, 
ye can ao nothing in the way towards true Life, ſay's Chriſt to all; 
Joh. 15. 5. Theſe Goſpel-works of the Spirit of Faith, in Abraham, 
juſtified him ( Jam. 22. 21 ) not law-works, in his own Spirit of 
gature,or principle of the covenant of works ; Rom. 4. 2-6. By = 
works. 


_ 
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works of the Spirit of Grace, not 34 are we juſtified and /aved; 
Eph. 2. 8, 9. Oneof the works, by which Abraham was juſtifyed, was 
the ſacrificing death-work upon his Spirit of nature, at belt, typed 
by 1I/aac. And Abram, therein, with 1ſazc, were both of them Types 
of Chriſt, as the Goſpel high-Prieſt and Sacrifice. Works and re- 
ward, in man's dealing with God, on the terms of the firſt-covenant, 
in his own ſpirit, will, and way, are of 4ebt; in the ſecond, both and 
all, on all hands, are, of Grace ; works and reward. True Saints 
can ſay, not 1 live, walk, ſpeak, work, but. Chriſt, or his Goſpel-Spirit 
lives and does all, i» me ; Gal. 2. 20. *Tis his Spirit of Grace, in and 
by which, they are what they are, do what they do, ſay what they 
ſay, 1 Cor. 15.10. All, donein the participated creature-Spirit of 
the Son, exactly anſwers the very divine mind and will of the Father. 
All's after his own heart. By eating and drinking at Chriſt's heaven- 
ly Table, feeding on his never-periſhing meats ( Bread of Life, and 
Wine of his Kingdom, his divine and creature Glories ) dothey en- 
joy the good of all their /abowrs i» the Lord. They eat their meat with 
gladneſs and fingleme” of heart ( A. 2. 46. ) with joy unſpeakable and 

lorious, in unchangable union with God; whereas others are feed- 
ing at the Serpents Table,in a Spirit of darkneſs,death,and unchang- 
able enmity toGod, with him. Avaſt difference. There's a fix'd, unpal- 
able Gu/f between theſe two ſorts of feeders, eaters and drinkers. The 
generation of God's Children, born of his Spirit, to whom he has 

iven his heavenly riches, and power to eat thereof, do truly rejoyce 
1nall their labours, even, while in their mortal Body, on earth, under 
the litteral Sun ; This is their happy Portion, and Gift from God ; as 


follow's. 


Verſ. XIX. Every man alſo, to whom God hath given riches and wealth, 
and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his Portion, 
and to rejoyce in his labour , This is the Gift of God. 


The obedient Saint chooſes not his Portion, in his own will, and 
life, to his eternal ruine: but, is content, God ſhould chooſe ( as well 
as provide ) his Portion, for him. In a dutifull compliance with 
his Spiritual Law, he readily parts with his own fading Lifeand rich- 
es, periſhing vanities, for God's everlaſting ; which is abſolute Sal- 

vation 
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vation. Others, rchelliouſly and knowingly, chooſe, what he obedi- 
ently parts with ( as dung) for their final portion ; which lays them 
under final wrath. Saints quit the beſt Life and Things of the livin 
Soul of the firſt 44:4, for the tran{cendently better Life and Things 
of the quickning Spirit of the ſecond ; their earthy Image, for his 
heavenly. No other way of bearing the Image of the heavenly, 
but a quitting the Earthy, asa glory to be done away, for the Glory 
of rhe heavenly, which excels and remain's for ever ; 2 Cor. 3. 10, 
11. In this zewneſs of Life, and all the labours, right works, and 
fruits thereof, do they eat with unſpeakable gladnels of heart ; and 
this is the Gift of God. The reaſon of this gladnefs, is given. 


Verſ. XX. For, he ſhall not much remember the days of his Life ; be. 
cauſe God anſwereth him in the joy of his heart. 


The day's of the Saint's Lite, in his own Spirit of vanity, and un- 
profitableneſs to himſelf, as alſo enmity and ſin againſt God, ſhall 
not be remembred by God. So, he {hall not be call'd toan account, 
for what he has donein them. God pardon's, and puts all out of 
his Book of remembrance, on man's delivering up the guilty Sinner 
( the Son of Bichrz, {piritual King David's Enemy ; 2 Sam. 20. 21 ) 
his own Spirit, to Death, in order to be quickned up into the Life of 
the Spirit of myſtical King David, that can never fin. And this, 
done by God, the Saint himſelf ſhall not much remember, ſo as to be 
confounded with the review of his innumergble and unutterably ag- 
gravated follies and abominations, in the Life and Day's of his vani- 
ty. AlPs pardoned and done away, Sins and Sinner ; ever tobe re- 
membred more, by God ; Jer. 31. 33, 34. Heb. 8.12.and, 10. 16, 
17. In their »ewreſs of Life, they delight in God ; and God, in them. 
. Hl anſwers themtherefore, in the Foy of their Heart, giving them all the 

defires thereof ; Plal. 37.4. Their and his deſires meet and center in 
that one thing, neceſſary to their pleaſing him, or being ſaved, the 


new-creation Spirit of Chriſt, his appointed and determin'd »nſpeak- 
able Gift to them, from Eternity, 


CHAP. 


Las # hs yas 5 
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CHAP. VL Ver, 


There us an evil which T have ſeen under the Sun, and it i common 
among Men : (Hebr, much upon man) What > 

Verſ, Il, A Man, to whom God hath given Riches, Wealth, and Honour, 
ſo that he wanteth nothing for his Soul, of all that he deſireth z yet, God 
giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a ſiranger eateth it : This © Va« 
nity, and it # an evil diſeaſe, 


N letter, a man furniſh'd with all ſorts of outward worldly defirables, 
heart can wiſh, from the unlawful uſe and feeding on them, may be 
ſaid not to eat thereof,ſo as to receive any right comfort,in its kind; 


| bur, ſignal diſadvantage, thereby. Hence, are all ſuch his goods, left a 


ſtraxger, to feed on, being to himlelf, ſo abuſed, nothing but vaxity,and an 
evil diſeeſe, A right, lawful, comfortable eating thereof, « the gift of 
God, Eccl.5.18,19. without this, is he in a worle condition than he 
that wants all, he enjoys ; as by the abuſe thereof, more deeply guilty. 
Facing things give no true comfort or ſatisfaction in their kind, The gife 
of Goa, added to them, diſtin&t from ſuch things; this only can give 
right comforr, and the lawful uſe of them, 'Tis a diſeaſe or infirmity 
inſeparable from the nature of ſuch things, ſingly of cthemſelvs, to give 
any right comfort or advantage to man, Solomon had himſelf large ex- 
perience hereof, in the abuſe of ſuch vanities, given him by God, in 
greater abundance, chen to others : he wanted nor, for any ſuch oueward 
Riches, Wealth, and Honour (x King. 3.13.) and he did fer himſelf, 
as much or more than any,to try what ſatisfaction be could find, therein, * 
Whatever his eyes deſired, he kept not from them, He withheld not bis heart 
from any joy; Eccl.2. 10, This trade in vanities, he long drove, after 
ſignal mercy of the higheſt ſort, afforded him, a principle of trye »1ſ< 
dom which remained in him (ver.g.) unextinguiſhable, under al ugh 
ſorely interrupted, as to exerciſe, by ſuch mad, extravagant doings, On 
his return from ſuch ſenſual delights, he declares, all, vanity, in this re- 
canting book. All ſuch deſires and deſirables, belly and meats,are vanity 
of vanities, ſhadows of a higher, myſtical ſort of vauities, belly and meats, 
that (with theſe lower, Þracth) ; - to be deſiray'd, 1 Cor. 6. £1 

: And. -- 
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And, where's man, then > The ſame evil diſeaſe, in myſtery, is found 
commonly. among men, under the myſtical firſt-creation $#z, the firſt 
covenant Spirit (as toall their fruics and Laodtcean riches heap'd up, 
there) as in the litteral Rich man, under that Sun that produces the 
litteral riches and fruits of this Earth, we tread upon. The influence, 
rain, anointings, gifts, enlightnings, and comforting warmth of Chriſt, 
1 his ſingle diſtributions of firſt-covenant light and life ( as a fleſbh 
Bridegroom and Comforter) makes me firſt-covenant Saints, in holy, 
cleans'd fleſh, or a righteous natural State, freed, in degree, from the 
pollutions of their former polluted worldly nature, This makes them 
tar, fruirful, rich, full, Houriſhing, wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable 
chere, in holy fleſh, by ſuch kzowledg and experience of Chriſt 
sfter the fleſh, Chriſt's myſtical husbandry and husbandly influence 
upon them, there,has theſe real effets upon them; brings them, a-freſh, 
into the form of godlineſs, and real righteouſneſs of man, in the image 
of the earthy or firſt Adam, reſtored and put upon them, as a comeli- 
neſs and beauty ; all which,-yer, is but a fading flower, a periſhing va» 
nity, as at firſt, in Adaw, And now alſo, filth of ſpirit, or enmity to 
God's divine and new-creature Goſpel-ſpirit of grace,is inſeparable from 
this reſtor'd life of holy fleſh, This diſeaſe therefore is curable only by 
the obedient death and loſs of all this, again, for Chriſt's ſpiritual,Goſ- 
pel, everlaſting righteous new-cteation life, by which to become one 
with him, there, as married to him in that life, into which he is. riſen 
out of the Death of that Law-life of holy-fleth, in his own perſon, Row. 
7. I-4, Theſe firſt-covenant Brethren, Children, and Spoules of Chriſt, 
in the firſt-covefiant, finally refuſing the terms of being Matried to him 
in the ſecond, which is the death and loſs of all their fading vanities) 
come to be Married to the Devil, for ever ; and fo, of a changable ſpouſe 
and people, become not only no ſpouſe, children, or people of God, 
but 2 very Synagogue of Satan, Hating the myſtery and porer of Godlineſs, 
theyare finally carch'd, and, for ever, ſwallowed up, in Satan's myſtery of 
Ing, Such righteous firſt-covenanters in Law-life (thus joyning 
unchangably with che Devil, in an everlaſting Marriage-Union with 
him) hated all Chriſt's ſpiritual, Goſpel-Doctrine, and Crucified the 
Lord of Glory, put to a temporal Death, the very Prince of everlaſting 
life. Theſe drive a more dangerous trade with their vanities,” then the 
-litteral Rich man, with his, Paul, and all ſpiricual Saints follow Com 

of 
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ſuffering ſteps, out of the Glory and Life, to be done away, into the 
Glory that excell's, and Life that remain's, for ever. This is the ren« 
dring any man, truly bleſſed, And this (in great variety of Scripture- 
language, and Figurative, Parabolical inſtruction) is ſignified to men, 
by the voice of the true Shepherd and wiſdom of Goa, the words of his 
ye 6 Goſpel-ſpirit, in humſelf and Saints, But man (notwithſtande 
ing all that can be ſaid) pitches his foot, reſolutely, in harmony with 
Satan, for Salvation, in the but reſtor'd earthy firſt-covenan life of his 
own nature, in his own will and way, after his own heart ; which, in 
fine, render's him a man after Satan's own heart, They fo interprec 
all Scripture, by the words of their own wiſdom,and in their lying ſiric 
. of divination, 2s to warrant this, a ſtate of true and everlaſting bleſ- 
ſedneſs, This Doin, in all its variety, is the Do&rtz of Devils, and 
no better; the ſelf fame, the Serpent Preach'd ro Ewe, and prevaild in; 
Gen. 3.4. Ezek. 13,6, So haye ye Satan's and his Apoſtles accurſed 
other Goſpel-Miniſtry, in flat contrariety to every word of Chriſt's, If 
ye follow it, ye muſt take what follow's, for ever , the wrath to come, be as 
jocund and confident as ye will, now, This has been Satan's and Man's 
deluſive, carſed other Goſpel, that's no-Golpel, from the beginning, and 
will be, tothe ead of this world, under all variety of diſpenſation from 
God, before and under written Law or Goſpel, the Oracles of God in 
a ſound of words, which make up the Scripcures of Truch, the holy 
Bible or Book of God, a tranſcript of the living Oracles of God, in the 
perſon of Chriſt, the living creature-wildom, word, and book of God's 
whole very Divine mind and counſels, about the Salvation of his Crea- 
cures, Angels, and Men; and the ſupream Prophet and declarer thereof; 
Prov, 1. 20-23, and 8,1-g, Man and Angel muſt die, as to firſt- 
creation life, at beſt, that's bur vanity and a fading flower, ſay's Chriſt, 
No ſuch matter, ſays the Devil,and ſay his Goſpel-miniſtries, in all their 
toſſes, variety of though, and claſhing 1 of their wiſdoms 
Y- ſhall not die at all, No danger or death is incident to you, tobe ſuf- 
pected or feared by you, in your righteouscleans'd natural State, Here's 
the univerſal claſh and contrariety of Satans lying, and Chriſts true 
Goſpel , whey will ye hoo. Do! 7 le ones k 4 | 

O4jeA.r, The willingly de ollowers of Satan's, objeR againſt 
Chriſt's, that *tis but Cn the ſame thing z whereas thac, they call 


Satan's, has great variety, Hear you, (ay they, or rurn-your books, 
Ll2 oy while 


a. ante 4 


——— 
= _- 


hand, they ace ſure to carry it, . 60, in faith, do they patiently waic * 


f 268] 


while we will; open them at-any leaf, we find ſtill one and'the ſame 


thing, inſiſted on, *Tis all one, where we open, or what we read, 

Anſw, What amounts this objection to? That Chriſt's Goſpel-words 
2c in exaRt harmony thorow-out, and Man's and Satan's Babel-goſpel 
has great. confuſion of Language and contraditing words, proceeding 
from contrary Opinions, Thoughts, EOIEnG larded with a 
world of fine ſtories, ſimilies, and perſwaltve words of man's eloquence 
wiſdom, Burt all, uniformly againſt (and contrary to) all Chriſt's harmo- 
nious Goſpel, toa Tittle, This variety tickles the icching' Ear (2 Tim, 
4« 3.) and gratifies that Palate in man, which, with Satans, ſavour's 
only che many natural chings of Man or Angel, in the firit creation, and 
not at all, che one thing neceſſary, that's comprehenſive of all the things 
af{Chriſt and God (communicable to-Men) in the ſecond, 

OLje8. 2, We deny, fay Satan's Goſpellers, there's any creature- 
life or ſpixit, diſtin from what God ſet up men and, Angels in, by the 
fitſt-creation, above that, or between that and the infinice-divine life 
or. ſpirit. And this is that, fill's all your Books, and is the ſubſtance of 
your pretended-goſpel. And, this higher creature life, you call the life 
of God, and the wiſdom, righreouſneſs, and- all the X rocks of its the 
miſaom, righteouſneſs, and things of God, W hat can-you mean by all this, 
ſave the very Divine life, the erernal righteouſneſs and wiſdom >. And, * 
we hold a ſwallowing up of creatur's beings and wills, at laſt, into the 
Divine life and will of God, 

Abſw, What's this, at bottom, but annihilation of Man and Ange! 3 
and: then, God is where and-what he was, from Eternity.; and neclieg 
of the Creature (in any ſenſe or capacity) remain's atall, 

Here's the ſum- of the controverlie, between hypocritical Sinners in 


; Zion (pretending to-right ſaving —_— in renew'd-naturals, firſts 


covenant principles of the Law) -and true Zjon-Saints, innew-creature, 
ſpiritual, goſpel-life, 'God himſelf will judg and determine this con- 
rroverſie, at Chriſt's ſecond appenrings in that very new-creature ſpirit 
of life, true'Sainrs afſerc-and own, the other utterly deny, deteſt, and 
hate, with-all the-words thereof. In man's day, under* Satan's reign, 
the hypocritical Sinner in» Z10x (that only perlonares, and paſſes for the 
true Saint, and Keir of theKingdom) carries it, clear,univerſally,uader 
the title, Orthodox, In God's day of judging, the other know before- 


Lo 
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his infallible decifion, The Heawens, againſt which, the other, tonfigently 
and daringly, ſet their mouth (Pal, 73.9) will declare his righteouſneſs ; 
for God is judge himſelf, Plal, 50.6, Chriſt will undeniably manifeſt, 
that the everlaſting righteouſneſs of God, communicable to Man or An- 
gel, is found only in his heavenly, fery-creature Goſpel-ſpirit of grace, 
not in our earthly ſpirit of nature, Aad, this is the very controverſie, 
all along this world, between the ſaid hypocrites and true heirs, The 
gear of recompences for theſe Controverſies of Lion, will be the day or ſeaſon 
of the Lords wengearce on the whole earthly contending party, againſt 
the life and image of the heavenly Adam, in the true Zon-Saint, 1ſa, 
34.8. and 63, 4. The Lord's appearing for his true redeemed ones, 
will be ruin to all their obſtinate, rebellious oppoſers, fix'd inthe firſt- 
creation, with the Devil,in unchangable enmity co him and the ſecond, 
Mic. 6.2. Hoſ. 4.1. and 12, 2, Everlaſting ſhame, confuſion, and fi- 
lencing of the one, will be co-temporary with the unſpeakable joy 
of the other, on the final deciſion of this controverſy, The Enemies: 
of Chriſt's goſpel, have yer, another frivolous, impertinent objection, 

Ozjef. 3. Why lo many words ? ſuch large tantological ſpeakings 
and writings about one and the ſame thing, a pretended Golpel-life 
(in diſtintion from a righteous Law-life)a meer fiction,a nullity? Can't 
ye ſay, in a word, what you would have, that we may be preſently rid 
of any farther trouble with you > open your Book, where we will, all's 
one and the ſame thing. In our goſpel, we have abundance of - pretty 
knacks, to entertain us with; | tar 2: out of Poets and Hiſtory, many 
pleaſant recreative things, and variety of opinions, which is very de- 
lighrful, We can hear one thing at one place, and anorher thing at 
another meeting, and obſerve the various wit, eloquence, and fine lan- 
guage, with ſimilitudes, and the like, by which, each illuſtraces, and: 
proves his different judgment and way. 

Ars, But all this while, do ye obſerve, how, inal! this toſs and va- 
riety of perſwaſion and words, there's a deep lilence as ro:any thing of 
Chriſt's goſpel-ſtace of true Spiritual Sainr- ſhip, ſave to oppole, contra- 


"di, or blaſpheme ir > This objeQtion of firſt.covenant Law-goſpel- 


ers, againſt the ſecond, is,ieffect, what thedthenian Philoſophers laid * 
of Paul:(Aets 17. 18.) What-will 654 Babbler ſay? But, muſt we needs 
have all Chriſt's goſpel, in a werd, thar God hath thought fir to uſe 1o 


many, about, from the beginning of Gepeſs to the end of the _— 
latwon 8. 
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#3892 This is the mad, raſh, rebellious, haſty ſpirit of man, about his 
Erernal concerns. Bur, if it be all, tn millions of words, but one and the , 
fame thing, why may not one word be enough, to declare it fay ye 
ſo? And is not your accurſed other Goſpel, one and the ſame thing, ar 
bottom ? Sand? Vanity? a fading flower? righteouſneſs of man ? W hat 
need you uſe any more than one word, to declare your accurſed Law. 
goſpel, in > All your rhetorical flaſhes of wit and eloquence, hiſtories, 
and ſimilitudes, &c, What ſignifie ſuch embelliſhments of Arc, in the . 
caſe > Yer, about this your one and the ſame thing, Satan's golpel, what 
.4 world of Books in Libraries, Shops, and Houſes > what a world of 
Preaching in throng'd Auditories > And, muſt Chriſts goſpel be crowd- 
ed into ſuch a ſtrait place, ſuch a lirtle narrow corner, as to have bu 
one word, for it.> A hardcaſe, But indeed, Satan would have it have 
never a word, would you, ſo, too > Ye come too near it, Is one word 
like to do it, for Salvation > and muſt ſo many words be allowed, for 
Damnation > Muſt there be many words, and thoſe warily plac'd, to 
ſecure any little parcel of licteral earthly poſſeſſions; and our Eternal in- 
heritance be allow'd but one word > And this, when fo many crafty 
Gameſters, Devils, and Men, fill the wo:1d with Words and Books, tg 
deceive? Open your Bible,where ye will, and you'l find the Goſpel-life, 
Spirit, and Doctrine of Chriſt, moſt harmoniouſly and uniformly ſigni« 
fied to you, under abundance of figures, fimilitudes, parables,@s. as 
you'l find, if ever you come to know the true myſtical reach, meaning, 
and ſignificancy thereof, All's about the oze thing neceſſary to Eternal 
life, the goſpel-ſpirit of Chrift, Will ye dare to accuſe God himſelf 
of tautology 2 reach the moſt High how to ſpeak his own mind? will 
ye call his oft Repeticions of the ſame thing, in the ſame or various 
words, vain Repetitions and Impertinencies? Let men, that are at this 
daring paſs,againſt Chriſt and God moſt high, cry tautology while they 
will, at Chriſt's true Goſpellers words and writings ; who cares ? Muſt 
Satan's goſpel have ſuch a world of Words, Books, Preachings, and 
Chriſt's, but one word ? what a hard caſe is this, for the true Sons and 
Seers of God, amongſt the deluded ſotciſh ſons of Men, that hngg their 
own Ruin? Are ye ſo deeply in Love with Damnation, O ye tons of . 
Men, as to hear ſuch plenty of what leads that way, and but one tranſient 
word about true Salvation, and then deny that word too ? whiff it away 
witha breath,anda loſty cat up noſe of Pride? The nicked,;through the as” 
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of b15 countenance (Heb, lofrineſs of his noſe, caſt up, in pride and anger) 
pill not ſeek after Goa, but reje,all his words of counſel and inſtruction, 
God tu not in all bis thoughts, Pſal, 10.4, The goſpel-ſpirir, life, truths, and. 
things of God ; his wiſdom, his righreoutneſs, are nor at all regarded 
by him, or reckoned worth his conſideration, Thoſe that think the 
ſcaping Eternal Damnation, or. finding Eternal Salvation, a trivial, 
ſlight, impercinenc thing, ler them reckon, and think thus, if there be 
noremedy, The Jews came round about Chriſt, and ſay'd to him, how long 
doſt thou make us to doubt, or keep us in ſuſpenſe? 77 thou be the Chriſt, 
tell us plainly; in a word, I told jou, ſays he, and ye beliew'd not : Then, 
they took up ſtones, to ſtone him, as a Blaſphemer, Joh.10. 24.31.33. Here's 
the poſture and temper of thoſe ravenous Woly's, that are only for a 
word and away,as to Chriſt's goſpel; bur,as much as you will,of Satan's, 
Inſtead of being humbly inquiſitive after Goſpel-truths, in a readineſs 
to comply with, own, and obey them, for their good all their queſti-- 
ons, abour Salvation, to Chriſt or his followers, are calculated and de- 
ſigned only to catch at ſomething from chem, to accuſe and charge them 
for, right or wrong, This was Chriſt's own caſe, all along his Mini- 
ſry on Earch, among the Jeu:/b Profeſſors, When brought Priſoner be- 
fore the chief Prieſts and Council of the Jews ; very inquiſitive arethey, 


* for Witneſs againſt him, to put him to Death, but none can they ger, 


that will ſerve their turn, Then, they ſeek ro pick ſomething our 
of his own mouth, to do their work, For this, the High-Prieſt ask's 
him; Art thou the Chriſt, the Son of the Bleſſed # Tell w, in a word, 
Jeſus aid, I aw, Oh 1 now we have him, here's enough out of his own 
wouth, ro condemn him ; what need we any further witneſſes? ye have heard 
the Bloſphemy, what think ye # Guilty of Death, ſay they, as a curſed Jury 
of Rebels : All's of a batch, Judges and Jury, againſt Chriſt and his 
Followers. They all condemned him, as worthy of Death, They never 
examine his Doctrine, bur cry, tell us in a word, this or that, and lie 
at catch for an.anſwer ; and then, in another word, condema him for 
witneſſing an infallible truth ; that's their next word, Then they ſpit on 
him, buffet, mock h1#2, and ſo on, to his Crucifixion and Death, Mark, 
14, 61-65. What may the Servant expect, when the Lord was thus 
handled > So, Luk. 22,66-71. The Elders, chief-Prieſts and Scribes- 
lead him into their Council, and all of them ſay tro him, Art thou the 
Son of Gods Og his Anſwer, they ſay, What need of further witneſs 8. 
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For; #e our ſelvs have heard of his own mouth, He has ſaid enough, at 
the Bar, to take away his life,though we had nothing elle againſt him, 
before : What think ye? Think ? bad enough, no doubt , all ofa mind, 
the whole rout of Wolves and Bears ; guilry of Death, ſay all. Chriſt 
aſſerted himſelf, the Son of God, Blaſphem), cry they ; not conſidering 
whether true or falſe. But, Satan, will ſuch own, not only for the Son 
of God, but God moſt high, himſelf, He will aſſert himlelf to be 
God, and the true new-creation Temple of God (2 Theſ, 2, 4.) in his 
cransform'd appearance thereof, and find followers and owners enow, 
even amongſt Profeſſors, Chief Prrefts (Types of Chriſt, by Office) 
Elders and People of the F:ws, the only then profeſſing people in the 
world. Chriſt own'd himſelf the Son of -God, by way of Eminency, 
above all other Sons of God, begotten and Borz of h1s S'peret, Do any 
ſuch, dare ro own themſelvs Sons or Chi'dren of God, in his new and 
everlaſting Covenant-Principle, his Goſpel-fpiric of Grace and Truch? 
Dare they ſpeak the words of that Spirits Woras, the Hoh Ghoſt teaches? 
and, are theſe words contrary to their's and Satan's accurſed other Law. 
goſpel? Down they go, at a word, for Blaſphemers, Guilty,my Lord, 
fay the goodly Jurors, all of a Pack, chule where you will, Profeffors 
notion of grace, is ſhort, They look upo"1 it, only, as an a of favour 
from God, as it is alſo; and a tranſcendent gracious one, Burt, they 
conſider not, or own it, as a diſtin principle, root, and ſpring of life, 
deſire, thought, and action in man, from the natural firſt-covenant, or 
firſt-creation Law-principle. A word to the wiſe, Bur, to undiſcern- 
ing fools (or worſe, wilful Rebels againſt conviRtion) what words will 
ſerve the turn, to recover them our of their folly and madneſs ? Here's 
the great turning point, for Erernal Life or Death, Single nature, 
corrupt or righteous, fix'd in, iscertain Damnation : Grace, Salvation, 
We are ſaved by Grace, or in Grace, through Faith, or in the incorrup» 
tible new-covenant Goſpel-Principles of everlaſting Righteouſnels 
not in or by Nature, which, at beſt, is but a fading Flower, alcogether 
Vanity; not of our ſelvs (or any thing performable by us) in our own 
Nature, the firſt-covenant Principle, Eps. 2. 8,9. 'Tis the gift of God, 
the unſpeakable gift of his Spirit of grace, in us, is Salvation to us, Here's 
2 word.to thoſe that are only for a word and away, about Chriſts Gof 
pel-Doctrine for Salvation, All ye talk of, is bur one thing, ſay they, 
tcrs therefore hear it, in one word, What need ſuch ado, with ſo _ 

words 


'theleaſt of Truth into your un 
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words about it 2 Pray, what's 4 and Satan's Goſpel (all that 
Man's and Satan's wiſdom jointly preach up, declare, and warrant 
to be Salvation, that indeed will prove eternal Damnation to 
all final and reſolute followers and owners thereof) what's this 
but one thing, as aboveſaid 2 That the righteouſneſs of Man, or 
Man, in his reſtor'd righteous life, according to the Law blameleſs, is 
in a ſtate of everlaſting Salvation 2 Did not Paxl, when all this, 
moſt fiercely perfecute Chriſt,and all his Goſpel-Saints and Truths? 
And was he not as fiercely perſecuted by ſuch,as ſoon as he became 
a Goſpel-Saint 2 What would ye have ? where muſt one be,to get 

ferfiondiog) and hearts 2 What, but 
this one thing, the Righteouſneſs of Man,is the bottom-ſtory of all 
your innumerable Books and Preachings,for Salvation ? And what 
do all ſuch gingling words, ſuch ti»kling Cymbals amount unto ? A 
confuſed uncertain found. And if the Trumpet give an uncertain 
ſound, who ſhall prepare himſelf to the Battel 2 What Battel ? the Bat- 
tel of the Lord againſt the Mighty. What Mighty 2 Evil Angelical 
*Principalities and Powers of this World. If the righteous Lite, Ar- 
mour, Strength, and Wiſdom of Man, be aflerted fit to undertake 
them in, all ſuch Dodrine is a Lie. All theſe are but as ſtraw and 
rotten wood, ("Fob 41.27.) tothe ſuperiour Wiſdom and Strength 
of evil Angels, the myſtical Leviathan or Golzah, and his Philiſtine 
Army. All ſuch Dodtrine, from top to bottom, in all variety of 
words and dreſs, by Eloquence, Wit, Art and Method, Reaſons, 
Uſes, Motives, &c. all 1s an abſolute downright falſhood ; Satan's 


 » Synagogue-Lie (Rev. 3. 9.) his accurſed other Goſpel ; the Lao- 


dicean Deluſion, v. 17. The Power of Godlineſs, Lite, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, things of God, all comprehended in his one Goſpel- 
Spirit of Grace, the unſpeakable Gift ; theſe are the Goſpeone- 
thing, neceſſary to be found in Man, for Salvation. Form of God- 
lineſs,'Righteouſneſs, Life, Wiſdom, things of Mar, in his reſtor'd 


 Law-ſpirit of Nature, the firſt-Covenant Principle ; theſe make 


your one Law-thing, you place Salvation 1n 3 cloathing it only 
with the Goſpel-words and titles of God's one thing, to deceive. 
See ye now where we both are, with our ſeveral one-things? And 


' Fill ye allow God's one-thing,.and Chriſt's Goſpel, but one word? 


and your one thing, or Satan's Goſpel-prmciple and ſtate, Milli- 
M m ONS, 
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ons, in throng'd auditories and crowd's of numberleſs Books and 
Writings? Muſt God's one-thing be decried for Hereſie, Blaſphe- 
my, and a diabolical Fiction 3 and the Devil's,and your one-thing, 
be the only orthodox ſober Truth, or thing ? Fools, when will ze 
bewiſe ( Pſal. 94.8.) and look about you, as to your moſt impor- 
tant concern, which you, yet, leave at random, and an all-adven- 
tures, in the hands of your truſty Trojans, your blind Leaders of 
ſuch blind followers, neither of whom know what they are doing, 
whither a going, or whom they worſhip 3 all, ina manner, doing 
they know not what ? 

The ObjeQtions here made, have I oft heard from the unani- 
mous defenders of the Doftrine of Devils ; who with hearts believe 
or obey, and with their mouths make confeſſion of Satan's Goſpel 
(calling it Chriſt's) unto damnation. Holy Men, a firſt-Covenant 
People of God, blaſphem'd, ſaid of Chriſt, he had a Devil, and was 
mad ; why hear ye him ? Joh.1.11. & 10.20. Do any wiſe, knowing, 
righteous Mer believe on hin ? Joh.7.48. 

But, to return from this requiſit digreſſion. A Man,reſtor'd and 
made by Chriſt, rich, full, wiſe, ſtrong, honourable, fat, fruitful and 
flouriſhing in his own nature, again(in the ſame kind of life, Adam 
was at firſt, ſet up in ) has (with the literal rich Man, in his caſe) 
210 power to eat thereof, {o as to receive the comfort, that's to be 
found in the rightule of his fading myſtical riches. The right uſing 
and eating them, to true advantage, is in the zeal of God's Houſe, 
CPſal.69.9.) the myſtical fire of his Sanftuary-Spirit, to eat, con- 
ſume, devour, and burn allup, inSacrifice to God ; as Chriſt han- 
dled our ſpotleſs nature in himſelf. If not eaten thus, in and by the 
true Prieſtly Spirit ofGod ( in an obedient, friendly union ofmind 
with the Croſs or Spirit of Chriſt) the ſame Spirit or Goſpel-ſword 
will come as 4 ſtranger, yea, a downright enemy, and devour, eat 
all up, and deſtroy the Rebel for ever ; 1/a.1.19,20. Pſ69.9. Foh. 


2.17. Theſingle Spirit of Natvre,in its higheſt renewals, and moſt | 


righteous reſtord life, ſince the fall, is a continual ſinner, and an 
enemy of God. The Goſpel-Spirit of Grace, that's, on its death, to 
ſucceed, and become the ſole and ſingle principle of life and ope- 
ration in the Saint, never ſins. The true Saint, therein, joyns with 
Chriſt, to deſtroy the former, that he may live for ever with him, 

in 


mp os __yv_ wo 


= 


HS RH OD n.”CTYy Ho en 


[ 275 ] 

in the latter. Such ſafering and dying, is God's appointed method 
for living and reigning with him, for evermore 3 2 Ti. 2.11, 12. 
A right death of Nature, is 4 ceaſing and a being freed from Sin for 
ever; I Pet. 4. 1. Rom. 6.7. They that feed on periſhing, lying 
vanities, and gratify that fleſhly belly,or defire and life that's to be 
deſtroy'd, will be deſtroy'd, for ſuch rebellious feeding, in a for- 
bidden life and way, on ſuch forbidden fruits ;, 1 Cor. 6. 13. 'They 

ratify but that carnal,carthly mind, that minds only earthly things, 
Aer vanities. So,lin they, after the ſinrilitude of Adam's firſt 
tranſereſſion. This great Sin, Solomon obſerves to be a vanity, and ax 
evil diſeaſe, common among men, Multitudes of firſt-covenant Pro- 
feſlors (call themſelves what they will) will be found guilty of this 
unpardonable Sin, unchangeable enmity to God and his Goſpel- 
ſpirit, at the final determination of Zion-controverſies. They are 
ſtrangers and enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt (Phil.3.18,19) and that,as 
a ſtranger and enemy to them, will eat up, or conſume and deſtroy 
their fading life and goodnefs,in final Wrath. It alſo eats up all the 
fame kind of _— life, riches, beauty or glory, in Saints them- 
ſelves, in a way ofeverlaſting kindneſs, love, and faithfulneſs, for 
their eternal good. Away then will all firſt-creation life, riches, and 
glory go,for ever, as to any goodneſs, comlineſs, or comfort there- 
in, from all, Saints or Sinners, in love or wrath. In wrath will he 
come upon incorrigible enemies, that (Of chuſing their own firſt- 
Covenant-life, before his ſecond) have forfeited the benefit of all 
his diſpenfations of Love and Mercy towards them, as well as all 
their large & great myſtical earthly riches and poſleſſions, for ever. 


Verſ. 3. If a Man beget an hundred Children, and live many years, ſo 
that the days of his years be many, and his ſoul be not filled with good, 
and alſo that he have no burial, I ſay, that an untimely birth js bet- 
ter than he. 


In Myſtery 3 Man, in the top-excellency and moſt abundant 
fruitfulneſs of his reſtor'd Nature, though'he live long, and be fill'd 
with the utmoſt joy and comfort, all riches, fruits and honours, 
there,amount unto, he is but an old doting ſinner againſt God and 
his Spirit of Grace, all along,throughout his whole race or courſe, 
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in this mortal world and ſtate. He is an old, rich, accurſed Sinner ; 
as to any durable life or riches, dead, miſerable, wretched, poor blind, 
and naked, Rev.3. 17. He is ſuch a covetous Sinner, that however 
he has bleſſed himſelf 1n his own way, or reckoned himſelf bleſſed 
of God, as giving him »zore than heart can wiſh, there 3 though he be 
an hundred years old, liwveneverſolong in this tools Paradiſe, he will 
find himſelf accrſed for ever, under the wrath to come, after all ; 1a, 
65. 20. The reaſons hereof, are here given 3 Es ſoul 8s nt filled 
with good, and he hath no burial. The truly ſatisfying new-creation 
goodnefs, ( that's only to be attaind by an honourable burial ix 
Chriſt's my(tical Grave, or through-contormity to his death of Na- 
ture) is not found with or in him. He has nothmg of that about 
him. Satan has fill'd his heart with unchangeable enmity to God, 
and all his durable riches. Diotrephes-like, loving to have the pre- 
eminence, do ſuch prate against true Goſpel-Saints with malicious 
words, and all the durable Goſpel-Riches, yea, the unſearchable 
Richesof Chriſt's Wonderful Divine and Creature-perſon, that they 
preach (Eph.3.8.) as a meer blaſphemous fiction, a nullity. Tis but 
a lump of corruptible vanities, they, at beſt, are fill'd with. They, 
and all this earthly trumpery will be found but the Earth and works 
thereof, that are the fitted tewel, by the fire of Chriſt's day, #o be 
burnt up,2.Pet. 3. 10. Man's immortal Spirit can never be fill'd with 
true good, but in an immortal Goſpel-Lite ; never, in a mortal, 
fading Law-Life. He muſt be emptied of the former,to be fill'd with 
thelatter. This is done by the twofold Death, and Life-work of 
the Goſpel-Spirit of the Croſs,on his Law-Spirit of Nature ; ſlaying 
his Nature, and raifing him, if paſſively obedient to the death of 
that, into the life of the ſacrificing Goſpel High-Prieſt of our Profeſ- 
ſion (Heb. 3. 1.) the aftive Goſpel-Principle of everlaſting Obedi- 
ence to God moſt high. Without this, a abortive or »ntimely birth 
# better than the ſaid rich,and flouriſhing, long-liv'd firſt-creation 
ſinner. This abortive is cither a literal (that has not known any thing, 
or received any fort of good, from God ; and fo, is free from the 
ouilt of negleCting or abuſing it) or myſtical abortive, that has ne- 
ver need the actual birth aud life of a Firſt-Covenant State, 
from Chriſt 3 nor experienc'd a fruitfulneſs of his own Nature, 
therein ; and fo, has not been poſle{l'd of ſuch choicer Firſt-Crea- 
tion riches. to abuſe, in enmity to the ſecond. - 
Ve 
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Verſ. 4. For he comethin with Vanity, and departeth in darkneſs; and, 
his name ſhall be covered with darkneſs. 


Man comes into the World with nothing but vanity, Sin, 
and darkneſs, about him. And if he never attain any other life 
or riches, literal or myſtical, but what's Vanity, he has a diſmal 
exit, or departure out of it, into a ſtate of everlaſting darkneſs 
and death. He has no true happineſs or ſatisfattion, from firſt to 
laſt, All worldly life or poſlelſtons relating to his Body, Soul, or 
Spirit, are Vanity. Reſtor'd righteous firſt-Covenant life, Law- 
principle and operation, Tree and Fruit, Root and Branch ; all's 
Vanity. In his beſt, and moſt flourithing day's, therein, full of (and 
ſurrounded with) nothing but Vanity. All will come to nothing, 
as to any good or comfort to him,therein, for ever. And, as the ſe- 
cond thing here, ſt he then (having nothing elſe to truſt tg) 
needs depart in darkneſ;, and his Name, or whole Perſon come, at 
laſt, to be covered with eternal darkneſs, 1n a reſurredtion of Danmati- 
on, under the irreſiſtible power of the Croſs, or two-edged flam- 
ing Goſpel-Sword of Chriſt, coming upon him, in final Wrath, 
to devour him, for ever ;, Iſa, 1.20. Who-ever, Angel or Man, ſubmit 
not to God's Sentence of Death, pronounced from the beginning, 
on their firſt-creation, natural ſtate, will fall under it, in final 
wrath, for rebelling againſt it. This,as the juſt puniſhment of their 
inexcuſable wilful madneſs and folly. So,their Myſtical Land,carth- 
ly Name, Life and Poſleſſions, they have rebelliouſly ſet themſelves 
to keep up (rather than exchange all, by an obedient Death, for 
God's Heavenly Life, new Name, and true Land of promiſe ) are 
cover'd, (and fo, their whole perſons) with darkneſs for ever. The 
condition of az ntineely birth, is better than any of theſe abuſers of 
God's firſt-creation gifts, againſt him and his offer'd ſecond, to 
their eternal ruine. The reaſon of this Aſſertion 1s given, 


Verſ. 5. Moreover, he hath not ſeen the Sun, nor known any thing : this 
hath more reſt than the other. 


He, that is, the untimely Birth (v. 3.) not the He, that comes in 


with Vanity, and departs itt darkneſs, v. 4. This latter is the = 
0 
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God has given riches, honour, and all, his Soul could wiſh, (v.2.) in its 
own life, will, and way 3' and alfo, long life therein, (v. 3. ) with 
abundant fruitfulneſs, figur'd by his hundred Children. An abortive 
or untimely birth is better than he. The literal abortive, comes not 
into the exerciſe of any bodily life, in this world. He has not ſeen 
the literal Sun, nor known any thing, in or by bodily Organ's and 
Senſes. This abortive is a Figure of the Myſtical, never brought 
forth in the exerciſe of a living Soul, in a reſtor'd firſt-Covenant 
Righteous-life, der the (Law-Spirit of Nature, the Myſtical firſt- 
Creation) Sur : and, leſs yet,under the ſhining-Light of the new- 
Creation Sn of everlaſting Righteouſneſs.The abortive,in this chiefly 
intended Myſtical Sence, is better than he that receives; 1s, for a 
ſeaſon, poſleſs'd of, and abuſes all firſt-Covenant Lite and Riches, 
and that under ſecond-Covenant Light, againſt God, and the life 
of the ſecond, to his ſorer Condemnation and Puniſhment, under 
the Wrath to come,than if he had never receiv'd or hnown any ſuch 
things 3 2 *Pet. 2. 21. Spiritual, Goſpel-Light, clearly, poſitively, 
and undeniably ſhew'sman the vanity ofall he 1s poſle(s'd of in his 
Law-life, and God's Command to him for ſurrender of all, by 
Death,in ſacrifice to him,as the true payment of all myſtical Tithes 
and Offerings. In the methods of God's Wiſdom, this is the un- 
diſpenſable way and paſs for any Man or Angel, into his new- 
Creature, Goſpel-life of immortality (217.1. 10.) and everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs. Firſt-Covenant-Light(that ſprings up with, attends 
andaccompanies Law-life, in Man) diſcover's the negative,towards 
this 3 viz. that all, which Man has, there, 1s but a fading flower, al- 
together vanity. The very intrinſick nature of all ſuch fading life 
and things, preaches this 1n every ſuch Man's own breaſt. Hence 
have the ſtouteſt and moſt peremptory ſel-confidents,a ſecret bon- 
dage,all their life-time in that State,through fear ofdeath Heb.2,1 5, 
And, further, even their firſt-Covenant Law-light, points towards 
Chriſt, for ſpiritual, eternal Life, who will not fail to give it to all 
that rightly come to him, for it, and ſubmit to his terms of receiv- 
ing it, even the death and loſsof all they are poſle(sd of in the firſt- 
Covenant, as loff and dung ( Phil. 3.6,—10.) for the everlaſting 
life and durable riches of the ſecond 3 Foh. 5. 40. & 6. 54.8 10.28, 
& 17.2,3. knowingly then,to chuſe the former,hold faſt their own, 
in 
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in the firſt, in unchangeable enmity to God's own, in the ſecond- 
Covenant, is unpardonable madneſs and folly. It provokes God, 
to ſwear in his Wrath they ſhall never enter into his Reſt. Then,muſt 
their name, their whole perſons, be covered with everlaſting darkneſs. 
The abortive is free'd from ſuch their guilt of neglefting or abu- 
fing all ſuch things, receiv'd and volſeſtd by them. Henever had 
them 3 never ſaw or experienc'd any thing, under the literal or my- 
ſtical Sz of this World, or next. He is free from condemnation, 
asto any of theſe accounts. If thereforeliable to Judgment, 'tis on- 
ly, according to God's infinite all-ſearching underſtanding and in- 
fallible ſight of the inward mind of his Spirit, without the aggra- 
vating and additional weight of his own wiltul evil thoughts, or 
ouvert aCtions, by which, anyenmity to God,in his Spirit, could be 
manifeſted. So, has this untimely birth more reſt than the otter. For, 
having never had the other's advantages, he 1s free from the guilt 
of abuſing them : yet, not free from all evil, or guilt in his ſight, 
towhom belong and are certainly known, all ſecret things ( Deut. 29. 
29, ) in the ſpirits of Men, not brought to veiw, by aCtion, or fo 
much as imagin'd by them 3 not ſo much as imagin'd Treaſor a- 
gainſt the King of Saints. He ſaw Jacob and Eſan, fo as to love the 
one and hate the other, before either of them was born, or had done 
good or evil, Rom. 9. 11,--13. Al's naked and open to him, with whom 
we have to do, Heb. 4.12, 13. He ſees all Men's thoughts, long before 
they think them,or are in being 3 P/al. 139. 1,2. He knew all they'l 
do towards him, and all he will do with them, for ever, from eter- 
nity. All faturities have bin manifeſt to his Infinite Divine under- 
ſtanding, from Eternity : and, to his all-ſearching new-Creature 
underſtanding, from everlaſting. But, they that are never brought 
mto the exerciſe of bodily (or, if that, not into the exerciſe, of a 
firſt-Covenant) life, ſuch have not had the opportunity of a trial, 
bow they'd demean themſelves, therein. As leſs guilty, then, they 
have more reſt ( or,at leaſt, leſs Torment and Wrath for their porti- 
on) than the other, though, or in caſe they alſo periſh for ever. 
For, as there are differences in Salvation — Glory, Joy, and En- 
joyments 3 ſo, in Damnation--Shame, Sorrow, and Torment. Elſe, 


how comes ſelf-exalting Capernanm ( any firſt-Covenant People, 
exalted or /ifted wp to Js in ſccond-Covenant Light, ſo as to 


taſte 
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taſte and ſee how good the Lord C in his new-Covenant life, 1 Pex, 
2.3. and Heb, 6. 4.--6.) to be tumbled down to the loweſt, hotteſt 
Hell, under the moſt fierce and fiery indignation of God, for ever ? 
Their greater puniſhment, carries, with and 1n it, a charadter, 
that's clap'd upon their backs, as greater ſinners, by the abuſe of 
ſuch utmoſt advantages for their good, ther thoſe of literal Sodom 
and Gomorrha (Mat. 11. 23.) figuring the general rout of all com- 
mon Sinners of the Gentiles, in the corrupt ſpirit of Nature, un- 
der what ever outward-nominal diſtintion, by the title Mahume. 
tar, Pagan, or Chriitian. Names vary not the caſe, one jot, where 
there's nothing of Chriſtianity, in a firſt or ſecond Covenant, a 
Law or Goſpel-life ; righteouſneſs of Man or God. They are ene- 
mies of all righteouſneſs, with Elymas the Sorcerer 3 Ad.13. 8,-10, 


Verſ. 6. Tea, though he live a thouſand years, twice told; yet hath le 
ſeen no good : do not all go to one place 


Nothing but Vanity in the largeſt meaſures, higheſt degrees, and 
moſt fruitful exerciſe of a ſingle firſt-Covenant, or natural, firſt 
Creation life, with the longeſt continuance therein, 1s to be found 
by Man. Let him live a thouſand years, twice told, 1n the largeſt pol: 
ſeſſions thereof, ke ſees not, or enjoys any true,unchangeable good, 
therein, from firſt to laſt. All the goodneſs thereof comes to the 
ſame end and paſs, with his bodily life, and the concerns or good 
things of that. The deathofboth and all,is the ſame end of all,to the 
longeſt-liv'd Methſelah, and to an Infant, that dies at an hour old 
The ſame period is put to the mortal firſt-Covenant lite of the Spi- 
rit, as to that of the body. Iftherefore a Man have no other life to 
truſt to, beyond both theſe, he will be cover'd with unchangeable 
darknefs, in eternal Death ( the myſtical Tophet, ſtate or place of 
Torment, for ever) prepar'd for all ſc|f-confident firſt-Covenant 
Kings, Princes of this World, in the but fading glory of a firſt-Co- 
venant life. Such Princes crucified Chrif?, for his Doctrine of the ſe 
cond. They deſpiſe (" and wonder at ) it, and ſo, periſh, or cometo 
ought, with all, they chuſe, and pleaſe themſelves, with. 1 Cor. 2.6, 
8. As 13. 41. Do not all go to one place ? All theſe eminent long- 
liv'd vanity-mongers go to the ſame place or ſtate of unchan « | 
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able enmity to God, and darkneſs to themſelves, with thoſe that 
had ſhorter continuance in, and ſmaller enjoyments of the ſaid 
righteous life of vanity, in holy fleſh 3 or, with them, that never 
had any thing, at all, of it, polluted Heathen's, fix'd inthe vile af- 
feTions and luſts of literal Sodow. All comes to one, at laſt, wiſe 
firſt-Covenant Saints, and fooliſh common ſinners of the Gentiles. 
Yea,their greater and higher advantages,wilfully abus'd, gain them 
only a deeper cup or meaſure of Wrath, for ever, than thoſe of leſs 
attainments,and ſtanding therein ; or,of none at all. After all their 
—_— of, and flouriſh in a but changable good, rejefting God's 
everlaſting (asrecompence of their moſt Poliſh choice,to walk inthe 
light of their own fire,the warmth, light & zeal of;and for their own 
enliven'd, enlighten'd nature, and compaſſing themſelves about with 
ſparks of their own kindling, duties, fruits, works, producible or 
performable therein ) muſt they lie down in ſorrow, darkneſs and 
death, for ever. This will they have from God's hand. 16. 50. 11. 


Verſ. 7. All the labour of Man is for his mouth : and yet the appetite 
( Heb. Soul) is not Ira fe Jet ppet 


No fatisfying anſwer to all the needs of Man's Immortal fpirit, 
in all firſt-Creation Vanities, is ever to be found. No literal or 
myſtical riches ( that areall but gs dear ) can do't. Let 
Man lay about him, while he will, do what he can, in the aQtivi 
of bodily, or but firſt-Covenant righteous life, he never finds or 
gets any ſuch thing, as will ſtop the craving mouth, or fill the ap- 
petite of either, ſo as to give any thing of true reſt or ſatisfation 
to him. All Man's trading in a vain life ( where Belly and Meats, 
deſires - and deſirables, are periſhing vanities, and #0 be deſtroy'd, 
I Cor.6. 13.) is, with himſelf, atoget vanity, (Pal. 39.5.) fle(bly 
tree and fruit, root and branch, mouth, appetite, and meat. Un- 
profitable is all man's labour then, for fetching in Proviſions for 
his fleſh (even holy fleſh, righteous, cleans'd nature ) to gratify or 

fulfill the Iuſts thereof; Rom. 13. 14. The very meats of Chrilt's 
firſt-Covenant, earthly Table ( afforded man for a ſeaſon, in that 
ſtate ) will, with that renew'd holy life and appetite, come to 
nought. A Plea therefrom, hs > no ſtead at —_ | 
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day, ( as having eaten and Co thereat ) for entrance into his 
Kingdom ; Luk. 13. 24;--30. Mat.7.21--23. He will not know, or 
own them, but bid them: depart from him, as incorrigible workers 
of myſtical iniquity,the higheſt and moſt criminal rank of unpar- 
donable ſinners. Out of Heathen Countries, from EaS?, Weſt, 
North, and South, the four winds of Heaven, ſhall an Ele& Seed be 
wakened up ( (ignally, by the preparatory diſpenſation of Angels, 
in aſſociation with the riſen Witneſles from among Men,to preach 
the everlaſting Goſpel) into the ſpiritual, Kingdom-life of the Go- 
ſpel, and it down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, and all the Pro- 
phets, in the Kingdom of God ; and ſuch high (but hypocritical ) 
pretenders to it, be thruſt out 5 Luke 13. 28, 29. Mat. 24. 14, 31, 
All this will be preparatory to Chriſt's ſecond coming. Abundance 
of Chriſt's Spouſes and Children in the firſt-Covenant, become in- 
corrigible Rebels againſt him, and his Spirit of the: ſecond, and 
conſequently, the fierceſt Perſecutors and haters of all his Goſpel- 
Saints and Truths. Then he moſt juſtly, turns from being a Saviour 
to them (as, for a ſeaſon, he was, 1n the firſt) to be their unchange- 
able enemy, and fight againit them, (Ila. 63. 8,10.) or pour upon 
them his unchangeable wrath, in and by that very ſpirit of the ſe- 
cond, they kate with a perfc& hatred 3 and it, them ; Zec.11.8, Sure, 
the unchangcable wrath of God muſt necds light and reſt, for ever, 
on the guilty headsof the unchangeable enemies of God. The ſta- 
ted Caſc for Salvation, from the beginning, 1s the ſurrender of, and 
paſſing out of all firſt-creation life and vanities, into the ſecond. 
The rebellious keeping up the firſt againſt the ſecond, loſes all, and 
excludes from the ſecond,that's God's and the Saint's true Reſt, for 
evermore. Solomon, lamenting the folly of Man in his own vain 
{clf-choſen life, will, and way, puts theſe two following Queſtions 
to him 3 


Ver. 8. For, what hath the Wiſe more than the Fool e What hath the 
"Poor, that knoweth to walk before the Living 2 


What or who is the Wiſe? the Fool ? the Poor? and his 
knowledg to walk before the Living © what Living ? who ? All theſe 
are to be enquir'd into, and conlider'd of (promiſcuouſly and in- 

clulively) 


> ne 
cluſively) in one lime of diſcourſe. The Wiſe, is Man in the re- 
ſtor'd ; the Fool, Man 1n the degenerate, corrupt ſpirit of Nature. 
All's but Nature, both are poſleſt of, corrupt or righteous: ſo, all's 
yanity. Nothing of Grace, true Regeneration, Goſpel-converſion 
or life, in or about the beſt of them. *Parl, at beſt, in his Law-life 
of Nature, fiercely perſecuted this. And,in his Goſpel-life of Grace, 
was as fiercely perſecuted by the other. The Wiſe, Strong, and Ho- 
norable in Chriſt's firſt-Covenant communications, finally oppoſing 
the ſecond, is a greater ſinner and fool, than the fool.ia the corrupt 
ſpirit of Nature, here ; and will fall under ſorer Condemmation and 
Wrath,hereafter. So,is hethe worſt, and will have the worſt on't, 
in thisWorld & next. He is the diſputer of this World,that's perfectly 
unreaſonable and untreatable, as to the Goſpel-things of the next, 
which he can never diſcern, in the Wiſdom and Spirit, he is of 
They are fooliſhneſs to him 3 1 Cor. 2. 14. He denies all, root and 
branch ; the very foundation of all Goſpel-Saints and Truth's ; 
the living Corner-Stone, the Rock of Ages, the fountain Goſpel-Spi- 
rit. He | bw there's any ſuch thing. And, if the foundations of all, 
the true Saint is, has, or has to ſay, be deſirozd or denied, what's to 
be done? Pſal.11.3. They deny the Creature-Holy Ghoſt or Spirit 
of everlaſting Righteouſneſs,in Chriſt and Saints. They ſay, there's 
no ſuch thing. A Spiritual creature-life, between Natural and Di- 
vine,the ſaid wiſe firſt-Covenant Saint,utterly denies ; and ſhuffles 
outof all his Divinity and teaching. What's then to be done with 
him,or ſaid tohim ? He is the moſt »rreaſonable Marin the World, 
to be dealt with, about Goſpel-affairs, ( however highly he pre- 
tends to them ) being wholly deſtitute of any ſpiritual Faith to 
diſcern them 3 2 Theſ. 3.2. 1Cor. 2.14. True Saints are not to caſt 
Pearls, Goſpel-Truths, before ſuch Swine ( Mat.7.6.) but, beware of 
fuch Goſpel-Woles in ſheeps cloathing; Mat 10.16,17. Can any deny 
this? Law-life, Wiſdom, Glory, Honour,Power (all fading things) 
muſt be parted with for God's, Chriſt's Goſpel-Wiſdom, Righte= 
ouſneſs, Glory, never to be done away z, 2 Cor.3, 10, 11. I Cor. 3.18. 
This is implied ; 1Cor.4. 10. To the felf-conftident firſt-Covenant 
wiſe, all ſpiritual, Goſpel-Truths are fooliſh ; and the ſpiritual 
Saint, a fool,” 4 mad #4n ; Hoſ. 9. 7,8. Chriſt's own People inthe 
firſt, reckon'd him -mad, for the Doctrine of the ſecond ; Fob: 1. 
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11. 8& 10.20. what POR. more ſuited to convince ? All Men, 
corrupt or righteous, are fools, and enemies to all Spiritual, Hea- 
venly Goſpel-Things or Truths. Theſe things are ſuited only to 
ſpiritual diſcerning or judgment, which they are wholly deſtitute 


of; 1 Cor. 2.14. Wiſe Man walks but in a dream, an image, a vain 


ew CP/al. 39.6.) dotes only on vanities. All Glorious, Heavenly, 
art it pak things Call true Divinity) lie clear out of the 
walk of his narrow limited wiſdom, that's bounded only with va- 
nities, for object. All divine and ſpiritual things are ſtark fooliſh- 
neſs to ſuch wiſe-fools. Such, dying as they live, will be left in 
eternal Want, Nakedneſs, Miſery, and Confuſion. The beſt things 
they can amuſe and pleaſe themſelves with, are usd and enjdy'd 
by them, but in a Spirit of Enmity to God. What was *Payl, 
while but there ? But, beſides the truly Goſpel-wiſe, in the ſpirit 
of Grace 3 and fool, in general (in the whole ſpirit of Nature, 
corrupt or righteous) there is alſo in the compaſs of Nature, the 
wiſe Man in the reſtor'd , and fool in the corrupt ſpirit of Nature, 
Alſo, in the corrupt Nature, is there a fort of wiſe Men and fools ; 
Some, of great natural abilities, cultivated by learned education 
and ſtudy : others, of ſmall natural light or reaſon 3 of weak and 
uncultivated minds. But all, in Nature, are fools to the ſpiritual 
wiſe, in Grace. And even ſuch wiſe Men, may be ſhort in natural 
s and learning, of either the firſt-Covenant wiſe Man, or learn- 

ed enlightened Heathen, in their own Sphere of a&ivity, a ſub- 
tilty and deep reach about natural concerns and objects. Children 
of this World, in their way, may be wiſer than true Children of 
light, or the next; Lxk.16.8. But,of all ſorts of natural wiſe Men, 
none ſo much decry the ſpiritual Man, for a fool and mad, as the 
wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable 1n the firſt-Covenant. See elſe, Hoſlg. 
7, 8. Jeh.10.20. 1 Cor.2. 14. & 4. 10. 2Cor. 10. 12. Pſal.50.20,21. 
Joh.16.2.A@F.26.9. 1Cor.1. 18,--28.Which think ye, were the fools, 
the learned Council of the Jewiſh Prieſts, Elders, and Profeſſors, 
or Peter and John, they term'd ignorant and unlearned Meng AQ. 
13. No wiſdom of Man can underſtand or open their Writings. 
The wiſeſt Men, firſt-Covenant Saints, are fools to the Goſpel- 
wiſe Man, whom they reckon the arranteſt fool, of all. If the Wiſ 
dom of God be fooliſhneſs to them, can any wonder, thoſe that 
= COME 
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come with the words of that $-4Þ. {ſhould be reckon'd fools, b 

them ? Pax/,that had bin a wiſe Man in Man's day, was a foo], —_ 
deſpicable, no body, with ſuch, when a truly Goloel-Wiſe-Man. The 
true Goſpel-preaching of the croſs and death, on all firſt-Creation- 
Life and Wiſdom, in firſt Covenant Jew or Gentile, and wiſe, learn- 
ed Greek, is an high offence, and fore ſiumbling-block, to both, in 
their ſeveral (tates, and way. To beeven with ſuch, they both agree 
to reckonthem the verieſt fools ; the Of-/couring of all things ; 1 Cor. 
1, 23. and, 4.13. But, all,that have an incorruptible Seed oftrue Life 
in them, though (while dormant, and unknown to themſelves)they 
bluſter and ſtorm at the Goſpel-Believer, a-while, with Pal, they 
will, with him, when awaken'd, become true friends of the ſpiritual 
Brotherhood, and helpers of their Faith. The wiſdom of the natural 
Man, in all variety, will be found fooliſhneſs, at laſt ; and the ſpiri- 
tual Man, the only wiſe, in the view of all Men and Angels, good 
and bad. True Saints will laugh, at laſt,at all their ſcornful mockers, 
that have laugh't a-while, at them. And, all ſuch laughing wiſe-fools, 
will have time enough to recant their misjudging the truly wiſe, in 
eternal darkneſs and death. Who's the fool, then, they'l, ſadly expe- 
rience, after all their priding, vaunting, hugging, and bleffing them- 
ſelves, in their vaiz ſhew, their dreams, their tools-paradiſe. Nothing 
of their vain pomp will deſcend after them 3 'P/al.49.17. Alltheir ſhort» 
liv'd merriment and laughter is but as the crackling of thorns under a 
pot 3 a blaze, and away, Eccl.7.6. Envy them that will, None ought 5 
P/al.37. 1,2. Pro. 23. 17. The ſpirit of Naturecan't well or eafily be 
unriddled, anatomiz'd and laid open, in its deep, ſelf-deſtroyin 

deceits, in few words: yet, will needs have all in a word; an 

rather, not that ; or, if that, ſcornfully reje& it, with a whiff. 'Ti# 
deceitful abave all things, and deſperatly wicked, who can know (or dil- 
cover) it 2 The wiſdom of God ( in himſelf and Saints) this only 
can ſearch it out,and cauſe it to know it (elf ; teach it,or bring it to the 
true yv@01 orcurdy 5 Fer.17.9,10. Nothing in Nature, nothing below 
the all-ſearching Goſpel-Spirit in Chriſt and Saints, can diſcover all 
its Meanders and Wiles 3 anatomizeand unriddle it, to the full. The 
holy Ghoſt, in and by Peter, found outthe falſhood of Aranias and 
Saphira, and flew them 3 A@G.5.1,--10. The firſt-Covenant wiſe Jew 
or Chriſtian Gentile, boaſts himſelf as a fit Teacher aud Gyide to the 
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common ſinner, in corrupt Nature ; little dreaming, that himſelf, 51 
clcansd Nature,is guilty ofamore criminal ſort of myſtical unclean. 
neſlcs and idolatries, againſt God and his Spirit of Grace 3 Roz. 2.17, 
-27. He ſits in his majcſterial Chair, as an #ſtruG@or of fools 5 inſult- 
ing over the groſs ſinner, with a touch me not, ſtand by, keep off 
for, I an holier than thou. This renders the proud Phariſce, a7 abonr. 
zation to God 3 Iſa. 65.5. To ſuch ſelf-confidents, Pawl puts divers 
ſearching queſtions, which diſcover him more deeply guilty ofmy. 
ſtical ſins, againſt the Goſpel, bearing the ſame title, with the literal 
Adulterics, Thefts, Idolatries,and Sacriledg, he juſtly reproves, in the 
common ſinner againſt the Law. The death and loſs ofall,fuch boaſtin, 
is abſolutely neceſlary (in the methods of God's Wiſdom) toSalvation; 
the receiving that Goſpel-Spirit of lite, in which any can be ſaved, 
Miſs this, and mils all. Come ſhort ofthe Grace, and ye fall ſhort of the 
Glory of God; never enjoy the beatifical viſion thereof. An exact ob- 
ſerver of the letter of the Law, may be a moſt criminal breaker of its 
ſpiritual mind or meaning 3 as'Panl, once. The Law-Saint, or legal- 
ſbirited Chriſtian Believer, finds the corrupt Heathen, a no-body to 
him,and he isa no-body to the true Goſpel-Saint; a meer blind [znore- 
11, as toall-Goſpel-truths; yea,worle, a mortal hater of,and enemy to 
all Goſpel-Saints, as no-bodics to him 3 the worſt of Men, the filth of 
the World. The circumcisd,cleans'd firſt-covenant wiſe Man, by oppe- 
ſing the ſecond, becomes a greater ſinner, and worſe Man,than the un- 
circumcis'd, polluted Heathen. If he, and the Heathen fix themſelves 
in righteous and corrupt Nature, the fix'd righteous Man, will have 
the worſt on't, for ever. "Twill be cafter for the literal, than myſtical 
Sodomite, in Hell ; Mat.11. 23,24. But, what then hath the wiſe May, 
or firſt-Covenant holy Man, wzore than the fool, in corrupt Nature? 
What advantage has he & Much every way, ſays Paul, in anſwer to his 
own queſtion 3 Roy2.3. 1,2. The Law, or reſtor'd life of it, rightly 
usd, is of great benefit to Man, in ſuppreſling and keeping under the 
vile affefions of corrupt Nature : but, if abuſed, againſt ſpiritual 
conviction, in a fix'd enmity to the Goſpel, 'tis render'd by Man, 
worſe than nothing 3 and he is, thereby, rendered worſe than the 
fool, or common ſinner, unfix'd in polluted Nature. For. he is abſ0- 
lutely excluded God's Reſt, on his wilfully contracted incurable Le- 
proſy, or diſeaſe of unchangeable enmity to God the other, _ fo. 

at, 
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But, leaving both their caſes; what haththe poor, that knoweth to walk be- 

e thelrvinge What has the poor, broken-ſpirited Saint,beyond bothand 
all the theſaid wiſe and fools, that are levell'd, at the death of the bo- 
dy, and come all to the ſame ſad end, a being cover'd with darkneſs, 
for ever ? I his truly poor in ſjirit js a bleſſed Heir of the Kingdom of 
God. The natural Man of the true Saint, impoveriſh'd and run 
down by thecrols ( as to that wiſdom, life, riches, and fading glory, 
the ſelt-exalting firſt-Covenant *Princes of this World keep up, in re- 
bellion againſt God, and enmity to the crols) isthe poor and needy, the 
Scripture {o ring's of, ſpecially the *Pſalzzs. And, occaſionally has this 
myſtical poor, bin plentifully ſpoken of, and charaGtered in this and 
the like diſcourſes, on Fob, Timothy, &c. Chriſt pronounces ſuch poor, 
bleſſed ( Mat. 5. 3.) the oppolit rich, or wiſe, curſed, Wo to the rich ; 
Luk 6.24. Such myſtical rich go merrily (without regarding this wo 
they are under) with their whole Soul, or unbroken natural ſpirit, to 
Hell ; while the true Saint, in the broken, crucified, impoveriſh'd, 
mourning ſtate thereof, is following the //ain Lamb, to Heaven. 
Bleſſed are ſuch mourners 3 Mat.5. 4. Both the wiſe and fool, in the re- 
ſor'd or corrupt ſpirit of nature, ſet by, and laid afide, Solomon ask's, 
n reference to this third Man, diſtin&t from both, hat hath ( or is) 
the poor £ &c. What has he got,in the room of all the loſt life, wiſdom 
and riches of his own Nature ? ſpiritual, everlaſting Goſpel-life and 
riches. This is the caſe of ſuch, as, with *Paxl, are content to become 
fools, weak, and deſpicable, as to all the firſt-Covenant rich and wiſe 


boaſt and gloryin. What this myſtical fool and poor has, 1s plain ; 


durable riches and lite, in God. What has the oppoſit wiſe, then ? no 
more, to ſpeak on, than the fool in polluted nature. All are fools, 
one and 'tother, asto their eternal concerns 3 mind no ſuch things, 
Spiritual and Heavenly, Theſe go for nothing with them 5 but, are 
all in all. The Spirit of God, asks and reſolv's his own queſtion, ne- 
catively and arfirmatively ; 1/a. 66.1, 2. God delights not in any 
thing of the firſt creation ( where all is corruptible, and altogether 
vanity 3 even all the life, goodneſs, and top-excellencies thereof, in 
Man and Angel) But, in the ſecond, where all the goodneſs, ma- 
terials, and ingredients are incorruptible and unperiſhable. Hence, 
delightshe in one poor broken-ſpirited man (in the firlt, in opder to 
his being quicken'd up into the ſecond )incomparably beyond all the 
unbroken 
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unbroken glory and excellency of all natural Men or Angels,though 
not found in enmity (changeable or unchangeable) to that Goſpel. 
Spirit or croſs, that will break down all fading ; goors in all Angels 
and Men, in Love or final Wrath. What God delights not in, he 
requires our obedient ſubmitting to his deſtroying , in order to 
be brought forth in what he does _ in, and wi delight In, for 
evermore. So, of the work of his hanas, by a firſt-creation, come ye 
to be the Sheep of his Paſture, in and by a ſecond. All firſt-creation 
or Covenant-Life, Wiſdom,Righteouſnels, &c. are but Law-Cerems- 
nies 3 not Grace, or Goſpel- Truths ; meer tranſient vanities, periſh. 
ing next to nothings.When they have ſerv'd their ſeaſon, away they 
are to go, as durg, for Goſpel-life 3 Phil.3. 8. The Poor, here, as to 
all Law-life and riches, are the only true wiſe Men, that 4zzow how ty 
walkbefore the living ;, even, before the living God, unto all-pl 
in the living Word, Wiſdom,New-creature Goſpel-Spirit of the Son of 
God. They are taught,principled or ſpirited, fo as infallibly to knoy 
the whole mind, and dothe whole will of the Father. They have 6 
bediently quitted (and departed out of) their own Countrey,and Father; 
Houſe, the myſtical Land of their Nativity, their natural ſtate and lifz 
and, are entred into God's new-creation, ſpiritua], myſtica], true 
Land of promiſe,or ftate of life, the Land of the truly living, for ever 
more. So, know they how to walk before the living God, the living 
word of God, and all the truly living partakers thereof, bleſſed Ar- 
ls andſpiritual Saints, in that bleſſed new land and life. They knoy 
——_ to walk with God, in ſome degree towards what Enoch did ; and 
todemean themſelves as orderly Grey irited walkers,before all the 
bleſſed inhabitants of that new Land of the living. Theſe poor ones, litth 
Children (Mat. 18. 3.) * Brethren of Low degree (in their own Spiritar 
nature,demoliſh'd,defac'd, and impoveriſh'd by the crofs) are theonly 
right ſort of true rejozcers, becauſe ſure of az exaltation into that Go 
ſpel-life of Chriſt, wherein they will certainly know to walk before 
all the ſaid living, God, Chriſt, bleſſed Angels and Saints ; Faw. 1. g 
The fix'd fool or wiſe => the natural ſtate, corrupt or enlighten) 
are utterly uncapable of Repentance, Pardon, or Salvation, for ever. 
The door of Grace is faſt ſhut upon them. If then, Chriſt had nota 
ſecret ſpiritual Seed of unfix'd ones, amongſtus (whether in the cor- 
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ſpiritual Saints, or ſo much as a hopefulneſs of ſuch a thing, this dark 

y, on Earth ? Had not the Lord a very ſmall remnant-Seed of true 
Saints among us, we ſhould be as Sodom and Gomorrha, literal or my- 
ſtical. Both, both, 1n a wonderful degree, however unconſider'd, or 
unperceiv'd by ſuch, whoſe minds the God of this World has wonder- 
fully blinded, leſt the true Goſpel-light of Chriſt ſkould ſhine unto them 3 


2 Cor. 4. 4. 


Verl. 9. Better is the ſight of the Eyes, than the wandring of the deſire, 
(Heb walking of the Soul ) this is alſo vanity, and vexation of Spirit. 


The wandring delire or walking Soul, is a fit charater of Man's 
natural ſpirit, exercisd ina firſt-Covenant principle of life and ation, 
ſubject to all ſorts of uncertainty. Man, therein, lives and walks at 
all-adventures, asthe margin renders Lev. 26.21. 'Tis a ſtarting,turn- 
ing( P/al.78.57.)verſatile principle,in which, Man, at firſt, was liable 
to Apoſtaſy; and, ſince his Apolſtaſy, any Men in that reſtor'd princi- 
ple and life, are expoſed to the ſame, as has bin ſufficiently expe- 
rienc'd by millions. Tis a toſfing, fluctuating principle, »nſtable as 
water, with Reuben ; Gen.49.4. Mar, therein, is apt to be carried about 
with divers and ſtrange Do@rin's ;, toſſed to and fro with every wind of 
falſe, deceitful, delufive, and deſtruftive Do@rine , by the ſleight 
and cunning craft of Men (Epheſ. 4. 14.) and Devils, Satan 
and his Goſpel-miniſtries. Theſe falſe Doctrines (or the matter of 
them, the Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Glory, things of Mar, or 
in the firſt Creation, aflerted to make up an abſolute Safety and 
Salvation to Man ) do utterly pervert and deſtroy him, for ever. 
They tend wholly, to the eſtabliſhing of Men, with Satan's periſhing 
Meats, in unchangeable enmity to God. This is a moſt evil, wicked 
thing, and ſtate. But,zt is a good thing, that the heart be eſtabliſhed with 


Grace,Cor in that Goſpel-ſpirit of Grace, that's in unchangeable uni- 


on with God ) #ot with Satan's periſhing ( but Chriſt's never-pe- 
riſhing ) aveats 3 Heb. 13. 9. Man's toſſing, roving, rolling ſpirit, 
wandring in its deſire,up and down,to pick up afatisfattion in Satan's 
vaſt heap of firſt-creation vanities,the __—_y duſt himſelf feeds on, 
( Gen. 3. 14. ) if permitted, by God, to make his own final choice, 


brings him,at length, to be eſtabliſh'd by ſuch gratifying, enſnaring, 
| Oo capti- 
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captivating meats or things, 1n unchangeable union with the Devil, 
He feeds on Wind, (Hof. 12. 1.) Aſhes, (lfa. 44. 20.) a deceived heart 
turn's him aſide, that he can't deliver his ſoul, nor ſay, is there not a lie- 
in my right hand 2 Satan's divers, uncertain Dodtrins or things, the: 
Spirit of God calls ſirarg meats, wind, aſhes /ies.Satan,by permithon, has 
all firſt-creation vanitics at his diſpoſe, a// the Kingdoms of this World 
and glory of then, as deliver d upto him, to give to whomſoever he will ; 
Luk.4. 6. His terms, on which he offcr's all to Chriſt himſelf ( or 
any thing thereof, to others) are, that he, or they, take and own him 
for God, and worſhip him,as fo ;(v:7.)and 27hef.2.4.He can gloſs gver 
his vanities, ſo as to anſwer every palate, gratify every extravagant 
deſire of Man's wandring ſpirit (being compleatly skill'd, and know- 
ing therein, by the over-reaching ſubtilty of his ſfuperiour angelical 
nature) and, by his powerful influence upon Man, can he kindle, 
blow up, and infiame his defire or luſt after his periſhing defirables, 
Yet. fazther 3 if Man, by ſpiritual conviction-light, grow jealous and 
ſuſpictous, that his meats are dangerous 3 and ſhy, as to an eating of 
his dainties, he will gild them over with the neareſt poſſible reſem- 
blance and counterfeit appearance of Chriſt's never-periſhing meats, 
And fo, does he fetch many back from Chriſt, that have taſted of 
his trae heavenly meats, begun well in his ſpirit or 1n obedience to his 
Goſpel-light, and ran well, for a ſeaſon 3 Heb. 6. 4,--6. 1 Pet. 2. 3. Gal. 
3. I.--4. and 5. 7, 8. The Devil is ready for Man, at every turn ; 
can humour him to a hair, while at his own choice, as to what he 
will feed and live upon. And,in preſenting his duſty diet, in all-yart- 
ety thereof, he uſcs all imaginable ſclf-plealing,and moſt ſubtile argu- 
ments, as to-Eve, to engage men to feed at his table, till eſtabliſh'd in 

his ſpirit of enmity to God, and to his never-periſhing Meats. Hold 
your own, fay's he, and ze ſhall be .as God's ; Gen. 3.5. God offers you 
a-happinefk, in-your eternal'and 4mm a ſubjection to him. Ie 
teach you how to become Gods. your elves, in an abſolute, uncon- 
troll'd\ foveraignty of your own wills, /zke the oft High, as-I have 
made my ſelf ; 14.14.14. What kind of Gods, will he make them? 
Gods or Princes of this World under him, in unchangeable enmity to 
the true God, moſt high. He is the God of all ſuch Gods, King of al 
ſuch Kings, and Cf#/dren of pride ; Fob 41. 34. In ſtead of not dying 
at all, as he flatters them, they fink and.dy with him, once for all, ir- 
recoverably 
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recoverably,eternally.While people are gadding abroad,to change their 
way 3 (Jer. 2.36.) wandring like Bee's, from one fading flower to ano- 
ther, in Satan's firſt-creation field or worldly dominion, they look not 
after God ; their backs are upon him 3 they bow down to feed with the 
Serpent, 0: duſt : their cars are deafned, their eyes or minds blinded 
by him,that they will not liſten to God's Counſel, look after his meats; 
have no palate to ſavour or reliſh bis things, the things of God. They 
are wholly of Satan's palate, ſavour only natural, firſt-creation vani- 
ties, the things of Mar, or evil Angels. Solomon (with *Panl) diſcover- 
ing Satan's devices and wiles, herein, dire&s Man, here, to get out 
of his vain wandering walk, 1n the delufive, deſtrudtive deſires of his 
own ſpirit, after any tirſt-creation vanities. And then, does he dire& 
and point him to Chriſt, for his never periſhing-life and meats, with 
an eye of ſpiritual Faith,fix'd thereon;and affe&7ons(accordingly)un- 
alterably ſet 0: things atove-( all periſhing vanities, the duſ? of this 
World,Co1.3.1,2.)the peculiar delights of the Sons of God. When Men 
are once brought into the exerciſe of ſpiritual ſenſes, for this new 
diet, in Chriſt's new-creature ſpirit of life 3 as living and walking 
circumſpetly and wiſely therein, they] have no favour or regard for 
Satan's meats ; let himgild them, by his ſubtile artifices, while he will 
or can,to make them pals for ſpiritual. Chriſt, with his Spiritual meats, 
once rightly ſeen and fed upon, takes Men off from their wandring 
defire after Satan's meats,and diſcovers the-great danger of feedin 
on them. Soloxzon, ina right compaſſion to his feHow mortals, "tl 
put a ſtop to the reſtleſs extravagant wandrings of their minds and 
hearts after Satan's zany things (a multitude of delufive vanities, that 
can never give any true reſt or ſatisfaction to them) and fix their eye 
or heart on Chriſt's one thing neceſſary, that comprehends all things, 
truly,or unchangeably good 3 eMaries happy and better choice. 


Ver. 10.That which hath bin,is named already ; and it is known, that it 
is Man : neither may he contend with him that is mightier than he. 


Man's firſt-Creation ſtate, is a State of Vanity. And, ſo are all 
the things, he does, deal's in, ſeeks, or feeds upon, for his fatisfathon, 
That which hath bin,is named already; Man. The convincing view of 
himſelf has bin given him by God, and experienc'd by himſelf ; me 
Oo 2 1c 
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he has nothing of goodneſs about him, in his firſt-creation-make, of 
natural ſtate, but Vanity. His vain deſire feeds only upon vain de- 
firables, duſt, the old Serpent's diet. Till ſomething of new-creation 
Life and Wiſdom, be found in him,and experienc'd by him, all's Va- 
nity within and round about him, that he is able to take notice of, 
or delight in. His life, and all his labour in his own Wiſdom 
and Spirit, is Vanity. All's but the number of a Mar, or Angel; both 
are but the higher rank of Beaſts, in all their firſt-Creation excellen- 
cies, or natural perfe&ionsz Kev. 13. 18. Ger. 3. 1. All their life, and 
things, Wiſdom,Righteouſneſs,Glory, Thoughts, Deſires, Words, and 
Actions, are but periſhing.carthly, ſenſual or natural things; and, if 
fixd in, deviliſh; Jam. 3.15. All ſuch things, at beſt, while not 
fix'd in, are admitted no compariſon, with the Glory, Life, Wiſdow, 
Righteouſneſs, and things of God, communicated to, and ſet up in 
ſpiritual Saints, by a new and ſecond Creation, with all the Fruits, 
Deſires, Thoughts, Words and Actions, perform'd or brought forth 
in his Goſpel-ſpirit, the new-Covenant principle of Life and AQi- 
on. The Glory of Man or Angel, in the firſt-Covenant State, that's 
to be done away, is no Glory, to the Glory that excels and remains, for 
ever. 1 Cor. 3. 10. So, the Righteouſneſs or Wiſdom of Man, in the 
firſt, is no Righteouſneſs or Wiſdom to that of God, in the ſecond 
Covenant-Saint. But, the things of Man or Angel, turn'd into (and 
uſed in) unchangeable enmity to God, become abundantly worſe 
than nothing, the greateſt Wickedneſſes,Madnefles and Follies: their 
Righteouſneſs, Wildom, Light, &-c. the greateſt Wickedneſs, Folly, 
, Darkneſs. The higheſt, ſubtil'ſt and powerful'ſt Beaſt in the firſt 
Creation, 1s the Devil, and his whole evil angelical party. Man, the 
next Beaſt, in degree, below theſe,is deeply concern'd, to know the 
zmber of his own evil humane,and this evil angelical Beaſt's name: to 
take the rightand full meaſure of them,in their utmoſt Strength,Poli 
cies, Artifices, Wiles,Devices,Subtilties,and Methods of deluſion, in 
their whole Myſtery of iniquity 3 elfe, what will become of him? 
For, theſe evil angelical Principalities and Powers, he has, to grapple 
with, (Eph.6. 10,-13.)and if conquer'd( as he is ſure to be, if - have 
nothing about him, but his own Life, Wiſdom, tueagth and Ars 
zzour of man ) he is undone for ever. Unleſs therefore there be ſome 
way for man, to become wiſer, ſtronger and more ſubtile than the 
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Devil and all his Angels, how can ho eſcape their hands, or be 
faved 2 Will any fay, 'tis a moſt prefumptuous ſpiritual Pridein any 
man, to pretend to this? The proud, ſelf-exalting preſumption 
lies wholly at their Door, who refuſe to have their own Nature 
humbled, in order to this right exaltation, Jam. 1. 9. & 4.10. They 
are the proud reſiſters of that Grace, God beſtow's on the kumble Sub- 
mitters to. And, this Grace enables them, fo to re/ſt the Devil, and 
his whole party of incorrigible wicked Angels and men (the Powers 
of darkneſs and gates of Hell it (elf, all their joynt conſultings and 
forces) as to make them all, in and with their Captain-General, the 
Devil, flee before them, and fall under them. This whole Army of 
rebellious Luciferian ſelt-exalters, God will reſiſt, or fight againſt ; 
wer. 6, 7. Where will they be then, but under Saints feet, by being 
forc'd to paſs, with all their incorrigible (tiff Necks, or obſtinately 
ſtubborn Spirits, under their two-edged Sword? *P/al. 149. 6,-9. 
In the evil angelical nature, is comprehended the full ſums and moſt 
abſolute perfe Beanty, Strength, Power, Wiſdom,and Glory, that's 
to be found in the firſt-Creation World. But, the leaſt in God's 
Spirit of Grace, the Kingdom-ſpirit of God,will maſter and tread all 
this under foot. Yet, therein do wicked Angels ſet their heart, as the 
heart of God,as typ'd in the proud,rich King of Tyre;Ezek.2 7.3. & 28. 
12.Thon ſealeſt up the Sum, full of Wiſdom,and perfet# in * Beauty. But, 
with all this, art to beutterly deſtroy'd, for ever, as follows: v.13,-19. 
They ſay, they are God, and fit in the Seat or Temple of God (ina 
counterfeit appearance of the New-creation Spirit of Chriſt, the 
creature-Temple of the infinite Divine King,in perſonal Union with 
the inhabitant ) and poſitively require all men to worſhip them, as 
God, or Gods; many Gods, with their many Lords, ſelf-exalted 
men, under them ; 2 Theſ. 2, 4. The very God,the very Chriſt, the 
very Apoſtles and Saints of Chriſt, will diſcover and rout all theſe 
myſterious workers of Iniquity,and deſtroy them for ever.Saints will 
prove more then conquerors o're them all, at laſt. Down go all final 
incorrigible workers of myſtical or literal —_—_ at long-run, and 
mever riſe more 3; literal and myſtical Sodom, Egypt, and Babylon ; 
as figur'd, Fer. 51.64. What Wiſdom, ſhort of God's,in his«communi- 
rated Spirit of Grace, the holy Ghoſt, is able"to diſcover theſe falfe 


Gods, falſe Chriſts, and their falſe Goſpel-Mimilters,and _— - 
| uc 
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ſuch beautiful diſguiſe, and aha falſe dreſs, as they are permitted to 
come forth in, to deceive? Spiritual Wiſdom, 1n true Saints, can 
count, #umber, diſcover, and find them all out. Yea, and they will 
be the very hand, at laſt, by whom, tn aſlociation with the holy 
Angels,the vials of God's Wrath, ſhall be gradually powr'd forth,upon all 
the guilty heads of ſuch Goſpel-Wolves and Lions, in Sheeps and 
Shepherd's clothing, -or appearances. Evil Angels, as all compre. 
hended under the name and title of their head,and call'd Satan,help 
their Chicftains amongſt Men, to transform themſelves into the like. 
neſs of the Apoſtles of Chriſt, to carry on their anti-Goſpel-work, 
-This work, Paz! found them, both and all, at, 2 Cor. IT. 13,15, 
& ver. 2,-4. The end of both, Paul could tell, will be bad enough, even 
.according to their works. Thele two evil humane and Angelical Beaſts, 
do joyntly, in dclign, make up one and the ſame antichriſtian Beaſt, 
or Man (of Sin, the myſtical Sodow, Egypt, and Babylon, which the 
-Devil, as-the myſtical King Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, is the ſu- 
pream manager and ruler of. Spiritual Saints, in the wiſdom of God, 
tind out this whole body of Myſtical Sinners,the whole Mar of Sin, 
.and Son of Perdition; number and ſum them all up, ſo as to diſcover, 
. they all amount unto no more(with all their big looks,ſtout words, 
and vaſt numbers)then the firſt-creation Beaſt,fix'd in unchangeable 
enmity to God; which they are ſure to have under their feet, in 
concluſion, at the winding up of this World, with Satan's Kingdom, 
and beginning of Chriſt's, oz the Earth; Fer. 23.5. Rev. 5.10. True 
Saints know, they are, all together, but a ran, and not God, though 
they ſet their heart as the heart of God, and preſumptuouſly ſay, they 
are wiſer then Daniel, (Exzek. 28. 2,-8.) or the ſpiritual Saint ; yea, 
r:ckon him a no-body, a fool, a mrad man, the off-ſcouring of all things; 
I Cor. 4. 10, 13. Yea, ſo ſtubbornly daring and preſuming will they 


be found, as to ſay, xnder the hands of God, Chriſt, and his Saints, 


when ſlaying them, that they are God ; ver. 9. But, ſhall be irreſiſtibly 


forc'd to acknowledge, they are all but a #1an, and no God, All their | 


pretenſions, crafts, power; Luciferian preſumptions, and conf 
dences, will fail them; not do their work , nor ſerve their 
turn. The ſpiritual Saint -has a, certain, ſteady, infallible view of 
the moſt diſmal and dreadful concluſion, all their vain boaſt and fad- 
ing Glory will come to; after all their huge ſwell:ng words a he. 
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ſcornful looks,and ſcothngs at that new Light,that diſcovers, and will 
maſter them all, The three ſixes, in the number 666 (Rev.13.18.) 
make up, and point ont to us, the firſt-creation ſtate, with -the 
utmoſt Glories and Excellencies thereof, in Man and Angel,as of the 
fix day's works of God's hands, God reſts only in the new-creation, 
or ſeventh day's ſtate, turning and ceaſing from all his firſt works, 
in the (ix dayes; P/al, 102.25,-28. 1/a.66.1,2. Heb.1. 10,-12. And, 
God the Mediator reſted or ceaſed froze his firſt-creation life and works, 
in angelical and humane nature, of the firſt-creation fort, becoming 
thereby, the Lamb ſlain from the beginning, and towards the latter end 
of this World, i the fulneſs of time 5 Heb. 4.4. 10. The true Saint, 
finding out the number, weight, an&-intrinfick nature of all firſt- 
creation excellencics (when he has ſumm'd them all up) can write 
down, at the foot of the Account (after immprimis, Satan 5 & item, all 
other evil Angels and Men) the total ſum, the burthen of this Book, 
All's Vanity, and will prove eternal vexation of Spirit, to all that truſt 
therein. Vanity?Yea,lighter, worſe than Vanity it ſelf ; *Pſal.39.5.&62.9. 
Angels, that are of higher degree : and Men, of lower, m ſuch fading 
Glories, all are but Vanity. And ſo, Mer of higher and lower degrees, 
in the literal or myſtical Riches, Pomp, and Glory of this World-; 
all, Vanity. No getting out of the ſphere of Vanity,within the com- 
paſs of the firſt creation. No goodneſs in Man or Angel; but what's 
a-periſhing Vanity. This hath already ſo bin named, or called by 
its right name, Vanity, And it is known, that it is Man, the Man of 
fin, in Angel and Man,fix'd therein; and what-ever is to be found in 
the whole firſt-creation. This is God's divine thought and judg- 
ment, and the infallible judgment of the new-creature Goſpel-Spirit 
of Chriſt, in himſelf and Saints, in exact harmony with the infinite 
divine underſtanding and thought. The Spiritual Saint, weighing 
all, in the ballance of the new-creation-fanctuary-ſpirit, calculates and 
finds out the-total ſum, or comprehenſive zumber of all firſt-creation 
goodneſles, and'excellencies, repreſented in all the ſeveral parts and 
diſtin&t Glories thereof, and finds all Yavity. All, therein, are found 
wanting, with Belſhazzar, and too light, by this Mene Tekel, as having 
nothing conducible to true bleſſedneſs, about them; or of any avail, 
towards it : but indeed, as to that new-creation-Spirit of everlaſting 
life, Glory, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, wherein true happineſs s 
ro 
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tobe found, wholly deſtitute of it,and unchangeable enemies to it,and- 
all its things, things of God ; and, by infallible conſequence,are they 
wretched, miſerable, poor, blind, and naked. All old, periſhing, firſt. 
creation good things, finally paſs away, and will be taken from all 
Angels and Men, good and bad, in Love or Wrath, for evermore, 
In the room thereof, all God's new and everlaſting good things are 
ſet up, in obedient Saints3 2 Cor. 5. 17, Gal. 6.15. Mat. 19. 21, 
In incorrigible ſinners, only the unchangeable Wrath and fiery Indig- 
nation of God for ever, ſucceeds in the room thereof. 

If the changcable firſt-Covenant life, ſet up by God, in the firſt. 
creation of Angel and Man, had not bin found faulty, wanting,or de- 
fetive (as to the true unchangeable bleſſedneſs of either) xo place or 
room would have bin ſought or found, for a ſecond: no need of Go- 
ſpel, or a new-Covenant principle,the Spirit of Grace ; Heb. 8. 6, 7, 
They, that, by fixing in the firſt, make void the Grace of God, in the 
ſecond, will,in concluſion,find all, in the firſt, void, and of none effet, 
as to the bleſſedneſs they have vainly flatter'd and promiſed them, 
ſelves, therein. Changeableneſs, and now,enmity, the great defedtsin 
the firſt-creation ſtate of Angel or Man, can neither be cured nor 
found out by the ſingle firſt-creation wiſdom and light of either. 'Tis 
utterly impoſſible. Nor therefore does God require it, of them. But, 
he requires of both and all, to be beholden to him, for his unſpeak- 
able new-creation gift and wiſdom, whereby, all may be done. For 
this, muſt they ſubmit to his terms of receiving it, the free parti 
with, and giying up their firſt-creation life of vanity, with all the 
things thereof, 1n ſacrifice to him, bya holy death, under his croſs 
or Goſpel-ſword. Firſt-creation life, in Man and Angel, was 
ſented to them both, by the Tree of that K»owledg or Wiſdom that 
puffeth up, to their own deſtruction, if reſted in. Life, in an abſolute 
ſenſe, unchangeable and everlaſting,was figur'd by the Tree of life, af 
ter which they were all to ſeek, as that, wherein, the Kingdom and 
Righteouſneſs of God, is to be found 3 Mat. 6. 33. By meer natural 
light, in their firſt-creation-make, could neither Angel nor Man, in 
innocency, reach the truth of this Myſtery. But, by convincing fpirie 
tual light, both had the convittion-ſight of it, in their higher and. 
lower ſpheres. The Angels higher natural capacities fitted them for 
ſtronger and clearer conviction-fight thereof, which a | 
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reſuſal to ſubmit: to the terms of receiving it, abſolutely unpardon- 
able, at firſt. Man's, through mercy, was not ſo. But, 'twas the fault 
of both, to lean to their own fallible underſtanding, rather than fol- 
low and obey God's ſpiritual convictions and commands to them, 
forbidding them,ſo to do.The fad conſequence of ſuch fooliſh choice, 
will the fallen Angels experience, to eternity. And, ſo will as many 
Men, as fix there. Man's true concern, for preventing all this, is, to 
liſten to that voice of true Wiſdom, which declares the vanity of 
all natural, firſt-creation life ; and then, alſo, another life, above and 
beyond that, a life of everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Truth. This 
brings with it durable riches and. goodneſs, delights of the Sons of 
God ; and ſo,takes Man off, from his wandring defires and purſuits 
after firſt-creation vanities, the delights of the Sons of Men, where *tis 
impoſiible for them, ever to find any true reſt orfatisfaQion. All ſuch 
ſeeking for a happineſs, tends to everlaſting torment and vexation of 
ſpirit. 

| : Solomon's concluding advice then, to Man, in this verſe, is, ot to 
contend with him that is mightier than he; by keeping up his own fa- 
ding life, in a dire& known rebellion againſt God's convincing dif- 
coveries of a more excellent, (That he call's his own) and his expreſs 
command, for parting with that, he calls our own. For, Haſt thou ave 
arm like God 2 Job 40.9. contend not with him, then. For,who hath 
direFed his ſpirit ? or bin his Counſeller £ Ia. 40.13. Shall be that con- 
tends with the Almighty, inſtru# him 2 he that reproves hin, muſt an- 
ſwer it. Job 40.2. This filenc'd Fob; Once have I ſpoken ; yea, twice, but 
[le proceed no further ; ver(.5. Preſume not then, to keep up thy own 
forbidden life, to thy known certain eternal Damnation 3 and to re- . 
fuſe / great Salvation as is offer d,in God's own. Wo to hine that firi 
with bis Maker : 1fa. 45. 9. Let the potſherds of the Earth ( Men in their 
but earthly-Jeruſalem or firſt-Covenant ſpirit ) ſtrive, contend, and 
diſpute with one another, as to this or that way of Salvation, in their 
toll, fluctuating underſtandings ( urtder the various - winds and 
blaſts of diabolical Inſpirers and Suggeſters, on the troubled myſtical 
Sea of their weaker humane nature) while all.of them equally, that 
is, wholly miſs the only true path of lite, one and rother. Bur, let 
them all take heed of ſtriving with their Maker, about the way of 
Salvation, proudly exalting the A and words of their > 
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Wiſh wiſdom, againſt the plainly and abundantly declar'd word's and 
methods of his. Shall an earthy, clay-Man ſay to God, why haſt thou 
made me thus £ Rom.9. 20.why haſt thou ſet meup in a life, I may 
not keep, as my duty to thee, and concern to my ſelf? Why did'ſt. 
not give that everlaſting, creature-life, thou call'ſt thy own, at firſt? 
So might I have eſcap'd the hearing of all the hard ſayings of the 
Croſs, and the Death-blows thereof, upon mine. Can any Man hope 
to proſper, 1n ſuch conteſt and diſpute with his Maker ? A(ay, but 0 
Man.who art tl ou that thus replieſt acainſt God £ Job,preſently,on ſuch 
queries, did ſilence his own quarrelling ſpirit, that dark»'d the coun- 
ſels of God's Wiſdom, with the ignorant words of his own; Fob 42.3. 
What a noiſe have we heard, among toſsd humane, earthy under- 
ſtandings, pro and con (* and the ſame Men off and on, therein) about 
Free-will, Water-Baptiſm(with many other,befides the cinque-points, 
In the ol4 *Pela:ian, and new Arminian Controverly ) white all are 
in a tumult againſt God's Free-will, in his new-creation life ; and 
againſt his Fire-Baptiſm on their tree-will, or cleans. natural ſtate? 
In what unutterable confulion, are mortals tugging and ſweating 
againſt their own Salvation, and for their everlaſting deſtruction? 
A deep filence and inadvertency, we find amongſt them, as to the 
true life and g/oriows liberty of the Sons of God, in all their Skirmiſhings, 
and Polemical, quarrelling Divinities, ſo call'd. They are, one and 
all, without controverſie, for the ſame righteous firſt-creation life, 
freewill, and delights of the Sons of Men ( call all, by what diſguiſing 
-Names they will) and, as one Man, againſtthe ſpiritual life, glorious 
bberty and delights of the Sons of God. "Ry all unanimouſly, with a full 
.mouth, ſet themſelves to hunt and run down the only Goſpel-Divi- 
nity, and Doctrine of true Salvation, the very ChriiF, the very Goſpel, 
as the moſt dangerous, deſtru&tive Do&rine, in the whole World. 
Toa ſeed of unawakn'd ſpiritual Saints, engag'd for a ſeaſon, thro' 
Ignorance, as *Paul once, among theſe wicked Confederate's, Devils 
and Men, is it ſaid 5 Say ye not a confederacy, 1n a reſolv'd union with 
them, that are fix'd in this Confederacy,againſt God, to their eternal 
ruine ? Ifa. 8. 12. Fix not your foot with them, in this deſperate 
quarre], againſt God. Asfor others, they will on, in the proud waves 
of their own underſtandings under the inſpirations and doiFrines of 
. Devils, (welling up, 10 their words of vanity, to the higheſt pich of 
: preſum- 
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preſumption, againſt Chriſt, all Goſpel-Saints and Truths. So will 
they haſten the wrath of God, upon their own guilty Heads; The 
corner-[tone of that rocky new-creation building, they reje&, will 
fall on them, at laſt, and grind them to powder ; daſh them all to 
ſhivers, as a potters veſſel, On theſe accounts, Solomon continues his 
advice to Men ; ſaying, 


Verl. 11. Seeing there be many things that encreaſe vanity, what is Man 
the better £ 


Theſe many things, that, with Martha, Man cumbers himſelf about, 
are all variety of things, relating to his outward or inner -Man,in his 
natural ſtatez which he covet's, greedily ſeeks after, and feed's upon. 
The whole round of this vaſt heap of vanities, Men march up and 
down amongſt, to get ; Sata walks up and down in, to give them, as 
he ſees occafion, to carry on his intereſt, among them. All this is 
his circuit, ſphere, walk, and permitted dominion, as God and "Prince 
of this World (Job 1. 7. Luk.4.6. Joh.12.31.) He is the maſter-Prince 
of all ſach Myſtical humane firſt-covenant 'Princes of this World, as 
crucified Chriſt (1Cor. 2. 8.) for his Doftrine of the World to come, 
as treaſon againſt the peace of their joynt worldly dominion, and 
tyranical domineering over and againſt the Saints of the moſt high, 
A fix'd, ſelf-confident, righteous firſt-Covenant People, will unans 
moufly votetrue Saints to death (as they ſerv'd Chriſt himſelf) rather 
than robbers and murderers. By ſuch, did the *Prince of darkneſs and 
death carry on his murdering work on the *Prince of Life,zand Au- 
thor of Salvation ; and, at ſame time procur'd, by them, a pardon 
for a convited murderer ; A@. 3. 14, 15. That, Men get, by ſuch 
fighting againſt the only ſpirit, wherein and by, they can be faved, 
s, their own everlaſting deſtruction, by the ſame hand they oppoſe, 


executed upon them. And, what getthey in their own way, amongſt 


a heap of deliive vanities ? nothing, ſave ar encreaſe of vanity, and 
of their fin and guilt, for their wiltul rebellion therein, againſt all 
the faithful warnings, advice, and commands of God's ſpiritual Law, 
to the contrary, for their good. So, will they find, at length, that by 
encreaſing their. heap of vanities, they have bin heaping or #reaſuring 


#p wrath to themſelves, againſt the laſt day. They will be ( in ſuch 
Pp 2 ſenle) 


OO ) 
ſenſe) fil'd with their own FR. and reap the ſad fruits of their ma« 
ny inventions ( Prov. 1. 31. Eccleſ.7. 29. under wrath, and a total 
diſappointment of all their vain opinions, and labours, about and 
for reſt and happineſs. Abundantly the worſe will they be, for al} 
they have bin, done, or had. 


Verſ. 12. For, who knoweth what is good for Man, in this life, all the 
days of tis vain life, which he endeth as a ſhadow £ For, who can 
tell a Man, what ſhall be after him, under the Sun £ 


There's great cauſe for theſe two pertinent queries, concernin 
Man. For, in his natural ſtate, at beſt, is he wholly ignorant of 
theſe things, viz. What's beſt for him todo, in this World 3 or what 
will be after him, under the Sun, when he is departed out of it, 
What's truly good for him, in order to true Bleſledneſs, here, or 
hereafter, he knows not. But, when convincingly ſhew'd all, where- 
in, from what hand, on what terms, or, by what way and means, tis 
attainable, if he refuſe ſo great Salvation as is offer d,in God's Spirit, and 
chuſe the life of his own, before and againſt it, he ſpends all his days 
and labours, in and about a ſhadow ; and fo, chuſes his own dam- 
nation.He is poſleſs'd of no good, but what will vaniſh and leave him, 
for ever; Pſal.39. 5. & 49.12. when he is {tripp'd of all his fading 

ood,and finds himſelf unchangeably evil,under unchangeable Wrath, 

- will, too late, be forc'd to ſee the Truth,here declar'd, by way of 

ueſtion, that he ſpent all his days in (and all his hours about ) a 
dow. But, 

To the ſecond Query. Thee are the fad things, that will be after 
@ Man has ſpent his days here, in a ſhadowy ſtate of Vanity ; as 
amus'd and diverted, all along his vain life, with variety of periſh- 
ing Vanities, under the influence of the God of this World. Amidft 
a Ruſh and confluence of theſe delufive entertainments, he ſeems 
little concern'd what ſhall be afier him; or what will become of him, 
for ever. He obſtinately deafens himſelf to all counſels and inſtruQi- 
ons, about what indeed is eternal life, or the way towards it (the 
death of a fading natural one) as meer aery notion, fiction, and 
enthuſiaſtical deluſion. He ſtrikes in, with the God of this World, 
as willing to be blinded by him, againſt all Goſpel-Light and things. 

| He 
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He defires not to be troubled with ſuch matters, but, to live 19-2 
inadvertency and unconcernednefs, as to ſuch good things as 
can't be loſt; and, as in no danger of loſing what he has, which moſt 
certainly will be loſt, for ever. Max's days in this World are but ag 
8 band-breadth, nothing to his endfefs ſorrowful State, hereafter. 
Yet, all his follicitude 1s about his concerns here ; ſcarce a thought, 
about his eternal concerns, hereafter. All duties and performances, 
in alife of vanity, do but add to, and encreaſe vanity; and, what's 
he the better, as to true happineſs, or any thing towards it ? In every 
reſpe&, worſe : 1n none, better. For, what he finfully heaps up, a- 
inſt conviction, he more and more finfully delights in. As the heap 
of vanities, encreaſes, his evil love to, and delight therein, encreaſes. 
$0, in all his labour, he adds iniquity to iniquity, on all hands. His 
heap of vanities, and his vain love to it, encreaſes; all, in a known 
rebellion againſt God. Here's Man's deſtrudtive trade in vanities, 
wilfully negleQing all God's Counſel, and durable riches. He neither 
hy's to heart the deſperate conſequents of his evil choice and do- 
tage on hisown periſhing life and riches, or the unſpeakable happi- 
nefithat would have come after, and befallen him, had he obediently 
exchang'd and parted with all,for God's everlaſting, Solomon bewail's 
this twofold ignorance of unhappy Man, as to the everlaſting good 
things, that would have fallen to his lot, after this life (above allcon- 
ception, or thought of his natural heart) on a right choice z or ſor- 
rows, and torment for ever, on a wrong, in a ſtate of everlaſti 
darkneſsand death. This is theunknown, or unconfider'd ſtate, that 
_——_— all his jollity and deceitful pleaſure, in his tain life, 
the O#n. 


CHAP: VII. V.1. 


A. good Name 3s better then precious Ointment : and the day of death, 
then the day of one's birth. 


Othing is ( properly) good in God's fight, but what's un- 
N changably ſo. Chri 


would not ſuffer our nature in the 


changeable firſt-covenant life of the Law, #o be call'd good, in his 


own 
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co," perſon 3 Mat. 19.17. The good name then, here, is the mew ame 
' (Rev.2.17.) which imports (and belongs to) that _—_Y life 
in which only 'tis poſſible ro bring forth fruit unto. God, or be ſaved, 
Rom.6. 4.87.4. This is, here, aflerted to be better then all the pry. 
cious Ointment, in its kind, of firſt covenant Life, Light, Wiſdon, 
with all variety of Gifts and Abilities therein, as alſo,all ſpiritual en. 
lightning Gifts, receiv'd upon that foot, or in that Law-ſtate, ſhoxt 
A the very Goſpel-life and rore excellent way ( 1Cor. 12.31.) call 
Love; 1 Cor. 13. To this, only,belongs the new, or pages 28-6 good 
ame, here. This is the unſpeakably more excellent Gift, then the 
ſaid precious Ointment. AI firſt-creation-Lite and Goodneſs, being 
corruptible 3 God, that ſees all futurities and poſſibilities (knowi 
it will change, or be chang'd and loſt ) calls it Corruption, in or with 
which, no man or Angel, can enter into, or inherit Incorruption, 
the incorruptible Inheritance ( 1 Pet. 1. 4. ) the Kingdom of God, 
x Cor. 15. 50. That incorruptible new-creation Life, 1s convinci 
ſhew'd and offer'd Men, ( in lieu of their obediently ſarrendred 
natural, and corruptible) in which, alone, any can enter into, and 
inherit it. And, this is imported in the new or good ame, here, 
All old or firſt-creation life, at beſt, in Angel or Man, is charadted 
by fleſh, graſs, flower of graſs,Yanity,a Dream ; and they,therein,faid 
to be altogether Vanity; 11a. 40. 6,-8. 1 Pet. 1. 24. Pfal. 39: 5. Thus 
is the corruptible ſeed of a firſt-covenant life, (ſet up in both, by 
the firſt-creation, or reſtor'd in Man, ſince loſt by the fall, which m 
Its utmoſt growth, flouriſh, and fruitfulneſs, 1s but-a fading flower, 
the myſtical natural tree of God's left-hand-planting ) diſtinguiſh 
from the incorruptible ſeed (1 Pet. 1. 23.) of his right-hand-planting; 
by a new-creation, which ſprings up in ſpiritual Saints, proſpers into 
an everlaſting Kingdom-(tate, rendring them myſtical Goſpel-trees, 
the fruits whereofare incorrtptible; and the very leaves,ſuch, as never 
wither or fade away; Pſal. 1. 3. This \piritual tree of Life, will be 
known by its fruits, in diſtinction from the natural, fleſhly tree; all 
the fruits whereof, are (as the root, and tree, they grow upon) pe- 
riſbing Vanities. The new Name or Life of the new-Creature, Go- 
ſpel-ſpirit;” or living Word of Ged, ſet'up in man; cani-neve 
turn'd ints a lie: Man's old name, and fading firſt-covenant Lawfli 
at beſt, when aſſerted to be a ſpiritual,Goſpel-ſtate of everlaſting'Life 
and 
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and Salvation, # turn'd into a flat lie and falſhood, and all the things, 


I- C —_—_ 


births, works, fruits, and products thereof and in, though good in 
their kind, when call'd ſpiritual, and confidently reſted in for Salva- 
tion, are all lies, and enmity to God, and his Goſpel-Spirit of Truth, 
Renew'd nature, call'd Grace; the renew'd old or natural Man 
(with his firſt Covenant righteous Life and Name) call'd the new- 
creature, the ſpiritual Saint, with the new Covenant-Life, and Go- 
ſpel-Name3 all theſe are dangerous, deſtructive lies. In ſum, the good 
lame and precious Oyntment, here, are thediffering charaGers of firſt 
and ſecond-Covenant Life. The former, through the ſaid miſtake, 
Paul found to be 4 body,a law,a (tate q. in and death(Rom.7.2 4.8 8.2.) 
which the new-covenant /aw of the Spirit of life, in Chriſt Feſus freed 
tim from, by putting his nature, therein,to death. The Spirit of life 
is the death of death,when it puts the law-ſpiritof Enmity and Death, 
to death, in the Saint 3 utterly aboliſhing all the Anointings, or ſaid 
preciews Ointment, recerv'd in the natural ſtate z and giving all again, 
with uſury, in the unchangeable life and tranſcendently more precious 
anointing of the ſpiritual Man. Man,in reſtor'd firſt-Covenant Law- 
life, is apt ( 45 *Pal once) to deſpiſe and rejed all Goſpel-Tydi 
or witneſs of the ſecond. The good Name, imports a tranſcendently 
higher and better anointing, then the precious Oyntment, here, can 
lgnify. For, - then the ſpiritual, there is no better kind of precious 
ointment, receivable by, or communicable to, Man. This true mean- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, in Solomor, as to this former, will much con- 
duce to, and facilitate the opening of the latter clauſe of this verſe. 


——And the day of Death, ther the day of one's Birth. 


The ſtreſs of theſe words can't lie in the literal ſence, which cannot 
hold, generally, nor moſtly, true. For, the literal death of the vaſt 
number of wicked men, is abundantly worſe, then the day of their 
itteral birth, and life, in this World. Man, though borz dead in Sir, 
s capable of a reſtauration-birth of a firſt-Covenant lite in his Spirit, 
which puts him under hopeful advantages, and poſlibilities of a new- 
creation-hirth of an everlaſting _— Life. Theſe hopes are ut- 
terly cut off, from all that die i their Sms, as all that die, in a itate 
of enmity to God, and his Spirit of Grace and everlaſting _—_ 
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This neceſſitates the allowing a myſtical meaning to theſe Words, 
which is this. The death of Man's Spirit (as to all natural firſt-cre. 
ation life, corrupt, or firſt-Covenant righteous) obediently ſubmit. 
ted to, with certain hope of a Reſurreftion into the life of Chriſt 
Goſpel-Spirit (that ſlay's and offers it up, in ſacrifice to God 3 ashe 
ſcry'd our nature, at beſt, in hisown perſon.) # tranſcendently better, 
then the Birth and utmoſt flouriſh thereof, in him. For, now i; 
he much forwarder on his way, in the right method and death-pag 
towards an everlaſting righteous new-Covenant life. Paul counted 
the former dung, to the latter, and ſuffer'd the « 4 of all therein, for i, 
Phil. 3. 7,8. If Man ſubmit not to the terms and ways of arriving a 
this new birth, for a ewneſs of life, he will come to a latter end wor 
then his beginning (1n either of his two former Births, litteral or my. 
ſtical, of bodily or firſt-Covenant life) eternal death. By obediently 
loſing and quitting the former, natural, or Law-life, for a ſpiritual, 

Goſpel-one,he comes to a latter end,better then any of his beginni 
(in Adazr, before the fall ; or ſince, in his own faid twofold perſona 
birth) eternal life. A rebellious pitying and ſparing our own nature 

in the firſt-covenant life thereof, loſes all,for ever. An obedient givi 
it up, to death, and right loſing it, faves all ; Marth. 16, 25. The 
Spirit,or inner natural Man, when crucified, and raiſed into Chriſt, 
ſpiritual lifez the death, or diſſolution of the body, is not fear'd bu 
efird; as by *Paxl. He earneſtly ws. and groan'd after the ſhak 
ing off, and being perfeQly rid of the duſty, mortal, periſhing earth 
ly life and ſtate, of his whole natural Man, body and ſpirit (2C, 
5. I,—4.) and (o, to be wholly at home with the Lord (ver. 6.) in the 
intire,ſingle, uninterrupted exerciſe of ſpiritual life, amongſt the belt 
company,the pure, unchangeable Friends of that life, bleſſed Angel, 
and Saints departed. In this World, the Saint is ſurrounded with in- 
numerable Enemies thereof ; very burdenſome, ill, unpleaſing com- 
pany to him. In the birth and utmoſt flouriſh of a firſt-covenant 
Law-life,we are ſtill under Satan's power,and deluſive influence. He 
can deceive us, into the ſame perdition with himſelf, by that very 
righteous life. By inducing Men, to over-value, and and reſt init 
and on it, for Salvation, he brings them into unchangeable Union 
with himſelf, in Enmity to God. When perfedHly crucified, as to the 
life ofthe Law, raiſed into the life of the Goſpel,ve are not under - | 
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Law, but under Grace, Then, Sin and Satan have loſt their dominion 
over us, for ever. We wholly ceaſe and are freed from both and all ; 
all enemies, and dangers, whatſoever ; Roxa.6.7,-14.1 *Pet. 4. 1. The 
birth of a firſt-Covenant life, gives not full victory over Satan : the 
right death of Nature, and loſs of it, does. Therefore, better, on all 
hands, as the only way to free us from death, and ſet us up in eternal 
life. The right, full death, of Man's Law-ſpirit of bondage, delivers 
him from all bondage and fear of death, for ever; which, all their firſt- 


- Covenant life-time, Mer are continually ſabje& to ; Heb.2.15. 


Verſ. 2. 1t is better to go tothe houſe of mourning, than to go to the houſe 
of feaſting : for, that is the end of all Men, and the living will lay it 
to his heart. 


The houſe of mourning , or ſtate of ſorrow to the natural Man (un- 
der the death-blows of the Goſpel-Sword,or ſpiritual croſs of Chriſt ) 
is better for him, to go into and be in, then the houſe of feaſting, in the 
moſt joyful fruitful life and exerciſe thereof, in a firſt-Covenant ſtate. 
For, therein draws he nearer to a heavenly, ſpiritual, new-covenant 
life. Our nature in Chriſt , was ſtraitned and fore pain'd under the 
progreſſive work of the Croſs, and pangs of Death, thereby cauſed, 
till accompliſhed 5 Luk. 12. 50. His living Soul was exceeding ſorrowful, 
even unto death, ( Mar. 26. 38.) as the Sacrifice, under the crucifying 
Work of his own quickring Spirit, the Goſpel high-Prieſt, and true 
Melchiſedec. The firſt Adam ought to have given up that Sacrifice, 
to God, by the ſame Pricſtly hand of (and in) the ſecond. True 
Saints, with *Parl, receive the ſentence of death within them, and find it 
their great advantage to have it ſpeedily carried on,upon them; and, 
their eaſe,to have it perfected or accompliſh'd. The full death there- 
of, kindly ſubmitted to, is perfe&t conformity to Chriſt's death; and 
their perfe& deliverance from all evil, all wicked enemies, within 
them and without ; and from all the _ of en{naring vanities and 
tempting objedts, they are continually ſurrounded with, which are 
gratifying to their natural life and deſire, corrupt or righteouss 
while they have any activity thereof, left about them. So, all for- 
mer natural fruitfulneſs in a firſt-Covenant, under Chriſt,as a fleſhly 


- Bridegroom,is turn'd into barrenneſs ; in which, with Harrah, they 
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become a ſcorn and RF.S. ſuch as continue fruitful Perinnab's, 
in the firſt 3 that houſe of feaſting. *Parl, that was an eminent ſome- 
body, in the firſt ; when converted into the Goſpel-life of the ſecond, 
was a ſtark fool, a no-body, to ſuch ſome-bodies. *Pb#. 3. 4. « Cor. 
4. 10. 2 Cor. 10. 12, Rich, wiſe, full firſt-covenanters, were the my- 
ſtical ſtrong Bulls of Baſhan, that gaped 02: Chriſt himſelf (and fo, on 
Saints) beſetting him round, as ravening and roaring Lions; Pſal. 22, 
12,13. Theſe are the myſtical fat cattel, that thruſt with fide and 
ſhoulder, and puſh all the weak , poor, lean, wounded, diſeaſed 
cattel ( under the Death-work of the Croſs, upon their natural 
man) with their horns, Ezek, 34. 20, 21. Such lean, barren, diſeas'd 
ones, fools, and as little Children, are God's : The fat, wiſe, and ſtrong 
( finally pcrfiſting there, in enmity to the Croſs )the Devil's. He gets 
all ſuch fat cattel, The poor and lean, get the Kingdom of God : the 
rich and fit, the Kingdom of the Devil, by kinging it, in the ſame 
Spirit, with him, againſt God, But, beſides enemies without, the 
grieved,ſorrowful natural man of the Saint,within,addsto the afflich- 
on. All its whining paſſions, and falſe reaſonings,under,and againſt 

theCrofs, or Spirit of Chriſt in him,are foes of his own houſe (or, 1n his 
own perſon) in union with enemies without doors. Thus, is his 
tribulation compleated, in that houſe of zrourning, that's the ready road 

to. Heaven. But, amidl(t all ſcornful deſpiſings of firſt-covenant Pe- 
2innal;s, Chriſt, as Bridegroom to his ſpiritual Spouſe, figur'd in 

Elkanah,loves her tranſcendently more then any fruitful wit in the 

firſt; and ſo, is better to her then ten ſons, any poſlible fruits brought 

forth, in that ſtate; 1 Sa. 1. 1,-8. Amidl(t all bitterneſſes of the na- 
tural,the ſpiritual hidden Mar of the heart prays for the tull birth of the 

Mun-clild, figured by Sammel,which, when born, turns the natural 

houſe or ſtate of mourning,into a ſpiritual houſe,or ſtate of everlaſt- 


.ing feaſting and rejoycing. For this,ſee Hannah's ſong of praiſe,in the 


truc houſe of f:aſting,on God's having granted the prayer ſhe putup 
to him, in her houſe or ſtate of mourning, and barrenneſs ; 1 Sam. 2. 
1,-10. Chriſt foretold the ſorrow of his Diſciples,on his departure 
fr:»m them,as a fleſhly Bridegroom,1n the firſt-Covenant,till his return 
to them, in the ſecond, according to the promiſe of the Father ( and of 
himſelf, too) which they were to wait for, in that ſtate of mourning to 


their natural Man. oh, 16, 20,--22, Ad. 1.4. & AG, 2.1,—4. 
SD 2 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's ſuch return to them, turn'd all their ſhort ſorrow into ever- 
laſting joy. Joh. 16. 16, — 22, gives a full account of his fore-hand 
preparing his diſciples, 1n this cale,to look for him as a better Comfor- 
fer, in a new-Covenant Marriage-Union with him, as riſer fron the 
dead, A little while, and ye ſee me no more, in the firſt, Again, wait 
4 little, and ye ſee me, 1n the ſecond; in a life I have,in unchangeable 
Union with the Father. They underſtood not this myſtery. They 
knew not what ke ſaid , or what to make on't. Yea, when riſen, 
he found two of his diſciples, in a drooping, ſad, dejeted Conditions 
Luk. 24.17. 1: a little, ſhort, temporary wrath, he forſook their ſin- 
ning natural Man, in a life of Enmity ; but, with everlaſting kindneſs, 
he Con rcturn'd tothem,in his never-{inning (piritual-life z and ſer it 
up, in them, 1/2. 54.7,8. 'Tzs but once, and for a little ſeaſon, the 
waters of the Crols (figur'd by Noab'sflood,) drown and overwhelm 
their natural Man 3 extinguiſh all the life, luſt, deſire and thought 
thereof; and then, all joy, for ever after, in Chriſt's rocky ſpiritual 
life (figur'd by Noah's Ark) a ſtate of everlaſting feaſting and rejoy- 
cing, in the Kingdom of the Father ; v, 9, 10. Chriſt will not leave 
ther, long, comfortleſs,1n a ſtate of, Orphanſhip and Widowhood, fa- 
therleſs, and husbandleſs, as to their natural ſtate. He will ſoon be 
with them, again,in that Spirit of truth, the merry, ſclf-confident firſt- 
Covenanteer receives not ; Foh, 14. 16,-20. So then, the Saints ſhort 
mourning, ends in everlaſting teaſting, and rejoycing : the others 
ſhort rejoycing, in eternal ſorrow, mourning, darkneſs, and death 


- Mat. 5.4.Lk. 6.25. Whohath begotten me theſe, even theſe Children, 


or Sons of Peace, theſe ſpiritual fruits, peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, 
brought forth in a rewneſs of life, 10 God ? The Faith of the Saint's 
ſpiritual Man, anſwer's this queſtion of his amaz'd natural, aſcribin 
all,to the ſpiritual Bridegroom and better comforter, then himſelf was in 
the firſt-Covenant. No way, but thro' the houſe of mourning and 
death (as to all fading firſt-Covenant life of nature) into Chriſt's 
ſpiritual houſe of everlaſting re) IJCings where all jorrow and ſighing 
flee away, forever ; Iſa. 35. 10. P/al.126. 5,6. Rev.21. 4.and 7.17. 
The contrary ſtate to the ſaid myſtical houſe of mourning, is Man's 
flouriſh, in a reſtor'd firſ{t-Covenant righteous lite, holy fleſh, and a 
fruitful living and walking therein, as a preſent Victor and Maſter 
over (or ſupprellor of) the rile affedions of the corrupt ſpirit of na- 
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\ ture. Redftified rational and intelle&ual powers keep rhe ſenſual, 


in ſome degree of a firſt-creation reftitude and good order. All this, 


yet, is warity, a fading flower. And this, with the fruits and enjoy. 


ments of it, is all that's found in the firſt-covenant houſe of feaſting,. 


"The final ſelf-confident keeping here, in refuſal of (and oppoſition 


to) Chrilt's offer'd ſpiritual, ſecond-covenant life, 1s certain damna- 
tion, Satan has a ſever-fold more dangerous hold of them (and 
abode in them, as his abſolute templcs and habitations, for ever) even 
of theſe myſtical (wept, cleansd, garniſh'd houſcs, i firlt-covenant 
life and ſecond-covenant light, then of Men in the corrupt ſpirit of 
nature, unfix'd 5 Mat. 12.43,— 45. Lk. 11.24,— 26. $0 come ſuch 
feaſters, to 4 latter end, in reſtor'd, worſe then their beginning, in cor- 
rupt nature a ſtate of unchangeable enmity to God and his Goſpel 
ſpirit of Grace. Man chuſes, rather, to follow the Devil's pleaſin 
falſe counſel, through a houſe of temporary teaſting, into everlaſting 
mourning then God's true and faithful, through a houſe of mourning 
and death, into everlaſting rejoycing,and life." t. Forghat # the end 
of all Men, and the living will lay it to his heart. All Men, good and 
bad, muſt come,ſooner or later, for a ſeaſon, orfor ever, to the houſe 
.of mourning, by the death and loſs of all the fadu:g goodnefs 'in 
their natural ſtate, or houſe of feaſting. That houſe, or ſtate of 
mourning, is the end.all men come to, on the ſaid differing accounts, 
ſpecified. Such an end,they muſt all experience,after the molt fruitful 
ouriſh in their fading Law-lifez even the dearh and Joſs of all, 
Here's then a character of the natural heart, in all vien. Their in- 
ward thought and deſign, is, to eſtabliſh themſelves in their own 
righteouſneſs, when they have it 3 and in the riches, and fruitfulneſs 
thereof, and ſo to have the myſtical Lard of their own nature, rall'd 
after their own old name, in their old firſt-covenant life, or reſtor'd 
firſt-creation ſtate,figurd by Men's calling their outward poſicſſions, 
ſo, relating to bodily life, only ; *P/al. 49. 11. Convition-lighe of 
the new-covenant Spirit, they receive, as an ornament to prank up, 
adorn, and: advance their naturez to-puff it more up with ſpiritual 
pridez. not by obedience to, and compliance with it, to let it fall 
down and be humbled to the death of that ſtate, as they ought. So 
turn they all ſpiritual inlightning Gifts upon (as well as freſh en- 
livenings of ) their nature, into their diſadvantage, and ſorer con- 
demnation, 
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demnation, for ever. - Satan offers to advance them in their own 
way, after their own heart, into his ſuperiour angelical perfeftions 
and excellencies, of the firſt-creation ſort, gilding them alſo by his 
finful transforming arts, with the appearance of Chriſt's ſpiritual new- 
creation excellencies ; and then,has he them faſtin his fools-paradile, 
which they take for the Kingdom of Heaven, He wants not for 
Men-Apoſtles to carry on this work. 

Moral Heathens are bidding towards Salvation, by obedience to 
firſt-Covenant light, only. Temporary Belicvers(by the knowledg of 
Chriſt, after the fle(h) are bidding at it, in a righteous firſt-Covenant- 
life, under the perfect righteouſneſs of that ſort, from Chriſt, imputed 
to them 3 or that comlineſs, put upon them ; Ezek. 16. 14. The mo- 
ral Heathen, with the Quaker, aim's at a perfection in his own per- 
perſonal Life and operations, of the ſame fort, Adam, at firſt, had ; 
not regarding imputed righteouſneſs in cither Covenant ; or, at all, 
the everlaſting righteous life of theſccond. Thisisnot ( and fo, nor 
God) in all or any of his thoughts ;, Plal. 10. 4. The legal-Chriſtian- 
Bclicver and Profeſſor, tho' advanc'd beyond the higheſt pretender 
to Heathen morality ( yea and furniſh'd with ſpiritual light, alſo) is 
yet butthe ſupernaturally adorn'd natural Mar, that,oft, with the be- 
witched Galatians, retreats from Chriſt in ſpirit ( ſhew'd and offer'd 
him) to a reiting in holy fleſh, or his own reſtor'd naturals, in a firſt- 
Covenant-life, for ſalvation Gal. 3. 1,-3. This, finally and abſolute- 
ly done, is the unpardonable refuſal of, and ſimning againſt the. Holy 

koſt, God's holy new-Creature Spirit of everlaſting Righteouſheſs. 
The Morally righteous Heathen is not ſo reſolutely fierce againſt 
firſt-Covenant life, in the profeſling legally righteous and Goſpel- 
convinc'd Chriſtian, as he is againſt the ſecond, in the. true Goſpel- 
believing Chriſtian. Wot ye why ? Firſt-Covenant life advances na- 
ture, in its own way, above and beyond Heathen Morality. But, in 
order to true Goſpel or ſecond-Covenant life, Chriſt comes with fire 
and ſword, to pull down and deſtroy the Wiſdom: of the Greek, or 
Moral Heathen, and the firſt-Covenant righteows life of the Few or le- 
gal Chriſtian. For this, is the Preacher of the Croſs, and work of it, 
a fool, foohſbnefs, and a ſtumbling-block to both 3. 1. Cor. 1; 23. Thus, 
comes the ſpiritual Saint ( tho' tranſcendently advanc'd over both 
their guilty heads, as far as the Heavens are above the Earth, _ 
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the life and Image of the Heavenly, that's out of the ſight and reach of | - 


both their Wiſdoms or Underſtandings) to be judg'd the verieſt fog] 
and mad-man in the world, by them both. They are agreed againf 
him, to call and reckon him, ſo, in their ſeveral gradual advances j 
Naturals. The higheſt rank of Naturaliſts, in firſt-Covenant he ani 
ſecond-covenantlight,call'd Chriſt himſelf So, ( Feh.10.20.) for his Ge 
ſpcl-Doftrine of the Croſs, on their Phariſaical Law-life and Righte. 
ouſheſs, leaven'd & ſowr'd into unchangable enmity to God's Goſpel. 
life and everlaſting righteouſneſs. Awaken'd Saints and true Prophet, 
havebin ſo handled by ſuch legal-profetlors,in all Ages; Hoſ.9.7,8. Cain, 
a firſt-Covenant worſhipper, kill'd his own Brother Abel, a ſecond, on 
this very ſingle account. *Paul himſelf, when a righteous, wiſe firſt-Cg. 
venant,Law-Phariſce, in holy fleſh, fiercely perfecuted the Goſpel. 
ſpirit, in ſccond-Covenant Saints. But,he was deſpis'd as a contemp- 
tible fool, by ſuch as he had bin, whena ſignal Friend and Preacher 
of the Goſpel ; 1Cor. 4. 10,-13. But, in his tranſcendently ſuperiou 
Life, Wiſdom, and Righteouſnes of God, he patfsd not for Mani 
day, or dark-ſpirited judgment, whoſe wiſdom reach'd not ſuch 
Spiritual Heavenly Myſteries, Things, or Truths 3 1Cor. 4.3. Here 
garded not their diſregards, miſtakes, contradi&tions,blaſphemies, or 
evil-ſpeakings, and moſt unjuſt cenfurings of him. As elevated, by 
Satan, into natural angelical excellencies (and to-gxes or language 

Men and Angels, intuitive, and by a ſound of words, and all the 

things, gilded with appearances of ſpirituality ) do firſt-Covenan- 
teers feed at the Serpent's table with ſuch delight, as to find extafie 
and raptur's of falſe, delufive joy, in a way after their own hearts, 
and deſpiſe the crucified, abas'd natural Man, in theSaint, as the filth 
and off-(couring of all things. Satan, thus (all along this World, and his 
Reign) by his undiſcern'd, or wiltully unconſider'd pranks, plays his 
game upon Man, fo as to carry it, clear, with abundantly thefar 
greater number of profeſlors, high pretenders to Goſpel, and bid- 
ders at Salvation, and the Kingdom of God, as the only reputed Or- 
thodox, or right-thinking heirs thereof. But, the truly living ſpiritual 
Saint, lay's all theſe things to keart, as having eſcap'd out of the dark, 
miſtaking ſpirit of bondage and death, others keep in. He ſees, the 
houſe of mourning, or loſs of all fading goodneſs or life, in the natu- 
ral ſpirit, will be the end of all Men ( and Angels) good and bad. 


Thoſe 
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III 


Thoſe that obediently ſurrender and loſe it, find eternal life : others, 


eternal darkneſs and death. True Saints, and incorrigble ſinners, all 
muſt come to't, at laſt 3 even, to experience the loſs of all good, in 
their own mortal life of Nature. *13s appointed to all, once to die,CHeb. 
9. 27.) or loſe all mortal life or good, in Body, Soul, or ſpirit. Is it 
ſhort of a wonder, that when Saints diſcover the devices of Satan, all 
his ſerpentine crafts, thorow-out hismyſtery of iniquity firſt-covenant 
profeſſors, jovial and frolick in his myſtical, ſpiritual Snares (and a 
rofane party, in his brutiſh Snares, or Fetters of a contemptible 
rumpet_) ſhould, both and all,deſpile and hate him, for his Goſpel- 
news, and diſcoveries of their madneſs, and deſperate conſequence of 
finally perſiſting therein? Yet, thus it always was; and now is, more 
then ever, in theſe latter and worſe then all former times; 2 Tim.3.1. 
The great peril to true Saints, in the power of Godlinefs, is from firſt- 
covenant Brethren, in the form thereof,the lite of the Law,righteouſneſs 
of Man; *Pſal. 50. 20., Ija. 66. 5. In them, is the higheſt ſtrain of ſelf 
love. For, they have the moſt _ beautiful (elf, to loves the ' 
myſtical viſage, or clean face of a cleans'd, enlightned Spirit. The 
literal Beauty,or outward Glory, found in a profane party, lies but 
in bodily complexion, Skin, and glittering outward Circumſtances, 
Pomp, and Ornament. The true Saint, that brings tydings, in his 
new Light, of a ſpiritual Life, Beauty, and Glory, (demonſtrating all, 
theſe two ſorts of mad People are pleaſing and ſporting themſelves 
with, to be but ſhadows, a dream, a vain ſhew, kick-ſhows, lighter 
then Vanity, and themſelves alſo ; *Pſal. 39. 5,6. & 62.9.) ſpoils all 
their ſport 3 gives a damp to all their delufive pleaſure and delight : 
yea, vexes and torments them all; ſpecially, the dwellers upon Earth, 
(Rev.11.10.,) inhabitants of the earthly Jeruſalem, in firſt-covenant- 
life, holy fleſh. The- brutiſh 7habitarts of the Sea, a profane party, 
are more gravel'd with, and vex'd at ſuch reproof and condemnation, 
asis reflefted upon them, by the doctrine and converſation of ſtrict- 
walking righteous legal-ſpirited Teachers and Profeſſors. They lit- 
tle mind, or are able to take any cognizance, of the ſpiritual, Goſpel- 
Saint, or his do&rine. And, what need the Law-pretender to Goſpel, 
(gilding all his Law-things with Goſpel-words and appearances )tear 
the Goſpel-Saint's Teſtimony, as to true Goſpekthings > What? 
Why, this ſpoils all their myſtical Babylonith ſport,and trading _ 
IV, 
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ſtry, with their falſe Wares. It diſcovers all, to be but Pictures,or 1. 


dols, pourtrai'd on the Walls of thcir houſe or Church oz the Sand 
and on the myſtical whited Sepulchers, themſelves, who perſonate and 
would paſs currant, in fuch diſguiſe, paint, and gildings, for the true 
Goſpel-Heirs of the Kingdom 3 and fo, jufsle out the true ſpiritual 
Heirs, as blaſphemous wranglers about 1t 3 and groundlefs, unwar- 
ranted pretenders to it. Mean while, the true Heir's inviſible Saint- 


ſhip, ( on which histitle and claim to the Kingdom of Heaven, de- 


pends) conſiſt's in a life hid with Chriſt, in God ;, hid, under a vail, 
of not fully crucified ficſh,or Law-life. But, when this vail wear'soff 
and grow's daily thinner, under the continual batteries and macerat- 
ing-work of the Saint's ſpiritual, on his natural Man 3 the fpiritual 
begins to (bine thro' the vail, look. out at the windows ( or holes made 
11 his natural ſpirit, by the Goſpel-Sword and Crofs ) and flouriſh, or 
(kew himſelf thorow the latteſs thereof, So, thro' his impoveriſh'd 
fleſhly mind.or earthly nature, comes his ſpiritual Man to ſhine forth 
ina right Goſpel-converſation, to (and with ) other awakn'd ſpirit- 
al Saints (Cart.2. 9.)in ſuch Goſpel-works, and fruits, by which he 
glorifies his Father, which is in Heaven ; Mat. 5. 16. But, in converk 
with unawakn'd Saints,and the generality of the two other ſorts df 
ſinners and enemies of God and them (that the world is full of )muſt 
they, with eMoſes, pull the fleſhly-vail, again, over their ſpiritual 
faces, luſtre,and beauty, that they may appear to, and talk with them, 
in their own guiſe, drefs, and language. They muſt, 1n this ſenſe, te- 
come all things to all Men, with deſign to gain ſome, to their ſpirity- 
al Life and Doftrine ; yea,turn many to the everlaſting Righteouſneſs of 
God, by a true Goſpel-converſion 3 which, Paul wholly wanted, 
when an eminent Law-Saint z 1Cor.9.22. They muſt thus, with Pan, 
pleaſe all Men in all things 5 1Cor. 10.33. How ? In a ſerviceableneſ 
only to their true intereſt, and the interc{t of Chriſt therein, by 
gaining the opportunity to inſinuate Goſpel-Truths-into them, and 
juſsle out Satan'slies. As to a ſoothing Men up into a confidence in 
Man's and Satan's Law-Goſpel, he ſay's, do I ſeek to pleaſe Men ? then 
I ſhould not bethe Servant of Chriſt ( Gal.1.9,10. ) but indeed an ene- 
my to him and his Goſpel, as I(too long ) was, thro' a confidence in 
my own Law-life, or holy fleſh. But, if no compliance, in any ſenſe, 
might be lawfully uſed by ſpiritual Saints, with otherwiſe-minded 


People 
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people (common finners or firſt- 2 2 eo Proiies of Chriſt) all 
opportunity of gaining them to a Goſpel-ſtate, would be loſt. There's 
no dealing with them, at firſkdaſh, without ſome-thing of condeſcen- 
tion from a pure ſpirituality of converſation. To grate on them, 
with forc'd ſpiritual diſcourſe, and high myſteries of the Kingdom 
of God, where there's nothing preparatory, towards the reception 
of ſuch matters (or hopetulneſs to give them any advantage thereby ) 
would render the moſt pertinent things, impertinently aswell as un- 
ſapportably troubleſome and tormenting to any earthy, fleſhly-mind- 
«, company, corrupt or righteous, holy or profane. Such, too 

nerally, is the guiſe, dreſs, and temper of ( in a manner) all ſorts of 
People, in common converſation, at this day, that ſhould they fee or 
hear the inmoſt thoughts of ſpiritual Saints, they'd not endure their 
company. Self (the Anagram of Fleſh, backward, rejeCting h, that's 
no letter) holy or unholy Nature, profeſſing or profane People, are 
allof a knot, in confederacy,with World and Devil, againſt the ſpi- 
ritual Saint, and all his right words, to a tittle, about Salvation, ſpe- 
cialz 1 Tz. 4.10. Yet, enough has he, to bear him up, and main- 
tain in him, an undaunted ſpirit, and invincible courage, againſt all 
the deſpiſings and misjudgings -of theſe two ſorts of blind, dark-ſpi- 
rited, confounded haters and rejecters of all Goſpel-light and truth. 
They both ſit, as in 'Plato's feigned Cave, admiring their little glim- 
mering Moon or Candle-light (their intellectual, rational Lamps, in 
a Night-ſtate) or, at beſt,and higheſt, but ſuch Day-light, as the my- 
ſtical firſt-creation Sun, or firſt-covenant Spirit, gives, and makes out 
to them. In theſe various ſtates, poſtures, accoutrements, and ens- - 
joyments of Nature, ſit they both, 1n a readineb, to deride and ſcoff 
at the true Saint , pretending to a yet tranſcendently higher Day- 
light, under the beamings forth of the New-Creation Sun of infal- 
ible, everlaſting Light, Life, Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom ; the Go- 
ſpel-new-Covenant-Spirit of Grace and Truth. Thoſe that are lift- 
ed up from amongſt their fellow-mortals, out of themſelves, or their 
own deep, dark, dungeon-ſpirit of Nature, corrupt or righteous (a 
miery pit of Corruption and filth ; filth of fleſh or ſpirit 3 enmity to 
God, and death to it ſelf; a Body, a Law of Sin and Death, as Pal 
found ; Rome. 7. 24. & 8. 2.) into the marvelous Palace or Paradi- 
ſical-Light, and glorious Liberty of the Sons of God , cannot forbear 
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to go tell their fcllows, how they fare. They give them an account, 
or true report of the new-creation Land of Promiſe, or ſtate of Life, 
with the fruits and peculiar enjoymemts there, above all other 
Countries, Lands, or States, as far as the Heavens are above the Earth, 
How is this News reſented by theſe two ſorts of Sodomites ( the Pro- 
phane in filth of fleſh ; or Legal-ſpirited Profeſſor,jn filth of ſpirit, 
enmity to God and all ſpiritual Truths) that's brought to both their 
cars, by the Goſpel-ſpirited Saint > They all hiſs at, and deride his 
pretenlion to ſuch Sun-light, as the molt preſumtuous conceit, and 
phanatical deluſion, in the World. They fit them ſtill, won't budg 
an inch from their opinionated hippineſs,in Rational Light and Mo- 
ral Heatheniſm; or, firſt-covenant life alſo, in Legal Chriſtianity; 
Juſt, as the caſe was in Plato's Apologue,or fabulous Cave-ſtudents,in 
their demeanour towards him that had venturd up a rocky Preci- 
pice (with great difficulty and danger) into the open Air and Sun- 
light, on his return and tydings thereof, to them. What of all this? 
The Saint is not to regard, theſe contradicting Blaſphemers miſre- 
earding him, or his words : nor be weary, nor faint in his mind, or 
Spirit; Heb. 12.3. They are to look wholly to God, Chriſt, bleſſed 
Angels, and Saints, that know and own them, for what they know 
themſelves to be. What matters it for Mar's day, or judgment, in 
which nothing of their ſpiritual life or doGtrine, 1s rightly ſeen, felt, 
heard, or underſtood ? Saints, by ſpiritual ſenſes, do all this, natural 

nevecr.can do. They hear, ſee, look upon,and handle the Word of life,even 
the original new-creature life,in the living Word & Wiſdom of God, 
Chriſt's Perſon ; 1 Joeh.1.1. And,they ſee ſuch life alſo, in the derived 
ſtreams of the living waters thereof, in true Saints. When their own 
Spirit is dead, in Man's ſight and judgement, 'tis, moſt ot all, alive, in 
God's Sight, in his Spirit of Grace. And, thoſe that live and ſpend 
their Widow-hood (on Chriſt's death and departure from them, 


as a fleſhly, firſt-Covenant Bridegoom) ir the pleaſures of that life, 


he has forſaken them 1n 3 however alive in Man's ſight, are dead in 
God's, while they fo live, 1 Tim. 5.6. Incorrigiblefinners, in filth of 
Fleſh or Spirit, paſs along this mortal World and Life, jollily, in the 
broad way,to an eternal houſe of mourning(Fob21.13.Pſal.39,5,6,11, 
& Pſal. 49.10,--20.)while true Saints{through much tribulation and 
mourning) are paſling into an eternal houſe of fealting. Thoſe that 


will 
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C315 ] 
will on, intheir various temporary houſes or ſtates of feaſting, literal 
or myſtical, making large and ſwift ſteps towards the Chambers of 
death, ſeem to have much the better on't, in this World, Who can 
help them? Who can litt them up out of theſe drowning, (cl-choſen, 
luſtful, goatiſh ways of Vanity, that will moſt certainly ſet them a- 
mong the /eft hand reprobatc-(oats, at laſt day > Mat. 25. 33. Will 
ye hear a Wonder ? Spiritual Saints have the beſt on't, even in this 
World 3 as thus : 1h:y have the promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come. Trac Godlineſs, the power of Godliacls, is pro- 
fitable to all things. The form of it, and bodi!y exerciſe , or the frait- 
ful exerciſe of Man's cleans'd natural Spirit, therein, pref.ts little. he 
truely pure, (inleſs uſe of worldly enjoyments (without any finful 
love to, or delight in them ; and ſpending the (ſtrength of all, in a 
ſerviceableneſs to the deligns and intereſts of Chriit, upon, and in 
Men) belongs to the true Spiritual Saint, only. - And, they have 
a daily encreaſe with the encreaſes of God , in the promiſed life 
of the World to come. So, have they the beſt on't, indeed and in 
truth, even in their mortal day and ſtate, on earth. All their Tribu- 
lations, Perſecutions, and ſeeming worſt things, are wholly and ex- 
atly calculated for their good, by him who cannot miſs of accom- 
pliſhing his deſign upon them, therein, and by. There are three ſorts 
of Men, on the (tage of this Earth, together, in a contuſcd -jumble, 
as a mix'd heap, in mortal bodies. Profane inhabitants of the Sea, in 
the corrupt Spirit of nature z of the Earth, in the righteous, cleans'd 
earthy ſtate or ſpirit of naturez and dwellers in Heaven, or in God's 
heavenly Spirit of Gracez Rev. 12.12. All People upon Earth are 
living and walking in the corrupt, or changeably righteous Spirit of 
Nature, or in God's unchangeably righteous Spirit of Grace, No 
' ſtate in changeable nature, is unchangeable, or everlaſting Salvation; 
but a ſtate of Grace only. Eph. 2.8, 9. Not our working Spirit of Na- 
ture, but God's working all, in us and for us, by his Goſpel-Spirit of 
Grace, will give us entrance into his Kingdom. 'Tis the unſpeakable 
new-creation gift of God, and workmanſhip of 'Chriſt, fits any, tor the 
Kingdom. And, 'tis then, the unſpeakable folly and madneſs of Man, 
to refuſe the receiving that Gift,onany terms,ſeem they never ſo hard 
to his nature. Wo to Laughers, they ſhall weep and mourn, eternally. 


Bleſſed are the mourners; they ſball rejoyce and laxgh, eternally, Theſe 
KY 3 . were 


( 316 ) : 
were Chriſt's ſpiritual ſayings and warnings to all, when in our fleſh, 
And he will be the Judge of all, in that Spirit, wheret» himſelf is 
Juſtified,for ever,in our nature,before God moſt high; 1 Tim.3.16. An 
innumerable multitude, that have thought it ſo brave, to have their 
wills, in this World, will meet with unimaginable, amazing, ſur. 
prizing diſappointments, in the next. An irreſiſtible blaſt, an irre- 
coverable death-blow, will they be forc'd to receive on all firſt-cre- 
ation delights, deſires and deſtrables, belly and meats; x Cor.6, 13, 
All theſe dreadful things, the living ſpiritual Saint /ays to heart, and 
(as knowing the terrors of the Lord ; what a fearful thing tis, to fall into 
the hands of the living God, and be torn in pieces, without any poſſibility 
of deliverance, Heb.10.31. Pſal.50.22.) endeavours to perſwade Mey, 
while call d to day, to deſiſt from their jovial march and ſwift poſting 
K,in their ſeveral ſenſual and inteleftual paths of delight,and preſent 
pleaſure to their miſ-judging nature, which do all tend to (meet and 
center in) one and the ſame point, a ftate of everlaſting darkne 


and death, under the triumphs of divine Juſtice and final Wrath, 


Solomon bewail's the unhappy choice, moſt Men make, of the 
merry ſel-pleafing-paths to eternal mourning, But, to allay the 
compaſſionating grief of this undeniably true obſervation, he diſco- 
vers an oppoſite party of happy People, that, in a new life and fpiri- 
tual underſtanding, do lay all theſe errors, follies, and madnefles of 
their fellow-mortals, to heart (though they can have little or no 
hearing with them) and that find it, their unſpeakable concern and 
intereſt, to obey the counſel, and follow the example of Chriſt, in 
his ſuffering ſteps, through a temporary houſe of mourning, into his 
eternal houſe of feaſting and rejoycing. But, for ſuch dotrine of 
the croſs, and: practicing it upon-our nature, in himſelf, was Chriſt 
himſelf contradicted and blaſphemd (Foh. 10. 20.) as by Beelzebub, 
the chief or Prince of Devils, a maſter devil, caſting ont other leſſer 
and weaker Dezls; Mat.10.25. & 12.24.Mar.3.22. Luk.11.15. Hol 

firſt-covenant Preachers and Profeſſors handled Chriſt, thus. And 
the Diſciple muſt not look, to fare better then his Lord, from or amongſt 
the legal-ſpirited generatiofi, in any age of this World, under Satan's 
reign, and in Man's day, while his Wiſdom will ſhuffle it (elf in for 
Judge and Umpire,in Religion and Worſhip, and force all it can, to 
receive its ſentiments, as the only Orthodox and ſound Goſpel-Di- 
VIDKy.. Verl, 
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C 317 ) M 
Verſ. 3. Sorrow 3s better then laughter : for, by the ſadneſs of the Count es 
' mance, the heart is made better. : 


The ſorrow ( Heb. anger ) or mourning of the natural Man, un- 
der the croſs (at which, offended, angry, troubled, griev'd, as run 
down inhis own life, and denied the pleaſing himſelf in his former 
freedom of feeding on the gratifying delights of the Sons of Men ) all 
this, as ill as it appears, is better than all his former laughter, in the 
flouriſh, fruitfulneſs, and joy thereof, in its own way, and after its 
own heart. When brought into ſuch a ſtate of darkneſs and igno- 
rance, under this diſpenſation, asnot to underſtand God's deſign in 
all his withdrawing from him the favours and fruits of his former 
preſence (as a fleſhly bridegroom, in which he has found much con- 
tent and ſatisfaftion) yet is this a certain truth, he ought to believe, 
for his own comfort ; that this ſorrow 7s better than all his former 
laughter, in the firſt-Covenant houſe of feaſting, while the candle of 
the Lord, therein, ſbin'd upon his Tabernacle, which Fob (while yet in 
the dark as to what follow'd) wiſh'd for the freſh experiencing 
Job 29.2,-6. The veneration his perſon was in, ſo that young Mem hid 
themſelves, aged flood up, Princes refrain'd talking, and Nobles held their 
peace, when he appear'd and ſpoke amongſt them 3 this honour from 
others, and ſatisfation to himſelf,he had found in the anon. nm, 
and fruitfulneſs of his inlight'ned, righteous Nature, begot in him a 
lingring deſire to retarn Gither, again,even to his old houſe or ſtate 
of Rafi and rejoycing. O that 1 were as in months paſt, &&c. Un- 
der the croſs, all his Glory and Viſage was ſo marr'd, that now young- 
er then 1, ſayes he, have me in deriſion, &c. Fob30. 1. Not ſeeing the 
more excellent Glory that was to follow; this was a hard point, with 
him. Paxl, when of ſuch a wiſe, ſtrong, and* honorable Man, was 
rendred. by the ſame ſharp diſcipline of the croſs, 4 fool, weak, and 
deſpicable, (aw that ſpiritual Glory - (yea, had it in him) which'ss to 
be revealed ( or made manifeſt in him and others, at Chriſt's ſecond 
coming, and manifeſtation of the Sons of God, 1n the viſibility of ſpi- 
ritual Saintſhip ) with which he reck'ned not the ſufferings of the preſent. 
time, worthy. to be compar'd; Rom. 8. 18,19. And, Solomon here, de- 
clares the. advantage of this amazing diſpenſation of the —— | 
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Chriſt not ouly with-draws his comforting preſence,asa fleſhly Bride. 
groom, but turns his hand againſt his Spouſes and Children, in the 
firſt Covenant, coming in the poſture of an enemy, with his Goſpel. 
fire, Sword,and Croſs, ſpeaking m—_ but war and death to them, 
there. Yea, he runs 1j0n them, as a Giant, with irreliſtible force; 
breaks them with breach upon breach ; takes them by the Neck, and 
ſhakes them to pieces z and, all this, ({ometimes, without (hewing any 
cauſe why, that the Saint is able, preſently, to take diſtinct notice of 
in ſuch confuſion; as in Fob's cale. Pla 16. 12, 14. and, Fob 2. 2.& 
9.17. Thcſe wonderful methods and contrivances of God's Wiſdom, 
leave Saints quite at a loſs,till they come to {ce how matters go. Yet, 
this ſorrowful ſtate 1s better, in it ſelf, however the Saint take it, 
then all his former laughter and rcjoycing, in the houſe of fenſting, 
by him experienc'd. Chriſt withdraw's the leſſer glorv of the fr 
Covenant-Sun,in order to-ſhine upon him, in that of the ſecond, that 
excell's, and remains for ever. The very Apoſtles were at the ſame loſ, 
and fad paſs, with Fob, on Chriſt's withdrawing; from them, as a fleſh. 
ly Bridegroom and Comforter. Their hearts were fill'd with ſorrow, But, 
the joy that follow'd, in the viſits of the better Comforter, over-an- 
ſiwer'd all. When Par! had, by the Goſpel-Doftrine of the Crok, 
made the Corinthians ſorry, daſhing all their vain hopes and filſe 
confidences in the __ glory of a firſt-Covenant life, he repented 
210t, but, rejoyc'd, inaſmh, as that right godly ſorrow, wrought a Goſpel- 
repentance in then, to Salvation, not to be repented of ;, or, that can ne- 
ver be finally turn'd again, from ; 2 Cor. 7. 8,-10. A Law-repentance, 
or change of mind, from the corrupt to the righteous life of Nature, 
they had experienc'd before, as himſelf, alſo,when he perſecuted the 
Goſpel. But now, came they to the happy experience of a Goſpel- 
repentance; converſion, or turn of mind, from Law to Goſpel,from 
the life and righteouſneſs of Man, to God's» The /etter,that made them 
ſorry, ſeem's to be his firſt Epiſtle to them, wherein he ſhew's the va- 
nity of their falſe joy, and confident reigning as Kings, without him, 
or Chriſt ; yea, againſt both 3 1 Cor. 4. 8. Nor he, nor they, would 
ever have cauſe to repent of ſuch right ſorrow, as was follow'd with 
repentance unto lite. For, no damage, but great advantage, receivd 
they, thereby. But, fay's he, worldly ſorrow worketh death. Unwarranta- 
ble joy 1n this world's vanities, diſpoſes to unwarrantable worldly 
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(about the loſs of them ) Er; A death. A crucified mind 
co all worldly,periſhing vanities (upper or lower, myſtical or literal) 
with the ſorrow of the natural Man, and pangs of death upon him, 
in order thereunto, work life 3 or, a repentance unto life. Such ſhort 
ſorrow of the natural Man, in the Saint, tends to his everlaſting joy, 
in ſpiritual life. By obedient loſing his own life, he find's God's. 
From all theſe reaſons or grounds, ſorrow is better than laughter : and 
thisfarther reaſon hereof, does Solomon give 3 for by the ſadneſs of the 
Countenance the heart is made better. The Viſage of the natural Man, 
marr'd, detac'd and made black, by the Croſs, in Man's fight ; the 
more comly is the Saint, therein, to God 3 Cart. 1. 5, 6. When Paul 
was 4 fool, weak, and deſpicable, in the judgment even of thoſe that 
were yet wiſe, [ſtrong and honorable,in Chriſt (as to a fruitful flouriſh 
in firſt-Covenant lite) was he truly wiſe and honourable in God's ſight, 
ſuch a one as the Lord commended; 1 Cor,4.10.2Cor.10.18. The whole- 
ſpirited Man in the fading glory of the firſt-Covenant, has the praiſe 
of Mar. The broken-ſpirited Saint(as to all thatYþas the praiſe of God; 
Luk. 16.15. Rom.2.29. One ſuch contrite-ſpirited Man, God value's 
more, than all Angels and Men, in the unbroken excellencies of the 
whole firſt-creation 3 [/4.66.2. How valtly diſtant are God's thoughts, 
and Man's, in this matter ? Again, the more ſad and z#arrdthe Coun- 
tenance or viſage ofthe natural, or old Man, in the Saifit, under the 
diſpenſation and diſcipline of the Crofs, the better is his heart,the more 
thriving, proſperous, and fruitful in ſpiritual life. The Spiritual Man 
nes, as the natural decays and falls. - The decay and ſorrow of the 
old Man, isabundantly over;anſwer'd by the encreafing joy of the 
new. To the full death of the old, does unmediatly ſucceed a com- 
pleatneſs of ſpiritual life, in the new, As the outer, or natural Mar pe- 
riſbes 3 the inner, or ſpiritual, is renew'd day by day ; 2 Cor.4. 16,18. 
The light and ſhort affli&ion of the former, work's for ws a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of Glory, 1n the latter 5 and Rows. 8. 18. 
Hereby comes Man, to be rid of all bondage, and regard of enſharin 
vanities, things temporal, delights of the Sons of Men, and to be ad- 
vancd into the glorious liberty of the Sons of God, fo as to look at (and 
ſet kis affetions upon) things eternal, only ; ver.21, Lo then, the plenti- 
ful harveſt-ſheaves,#hey that ſow ir: the Tear's of their natural Man, ſba/ 
reap, in the Joy of their ſpiritual; P/al,126.6.The decay of the lite earn 
gory 


320 ) 
glory of Man, in the PIR Yn attended with an encteaſe of the 
never-fading creature-life, glory, wiſdom, and Yay of God,in 
the ſecond, render's his heart leſs after Man's, but more after God' 
own heart, with David 3-and fo, better. The unchangeable gogd, 
new-creature life only, with all the things, and never-periſhing meaty 
thereof ( in the Man-Chriſt, or his Saints and followers ) haye 
God's approbation-Seal, as is implied, Johr 6. 27. 


Verſ. 4. The heart of the wiſe is inthe houſe of mourning ; but, the hear} 
of fools is in the houſe of mirth, | 


Here are the contrary places or ſtates, in which the myſtical wiſe 
and fools are found, as the certain evidence of their wiſdom or folly, 
The latter take up, for happineſs, in the flouriſhing fruitful life of 
their own reſtor'd nature, This, in a known, wilful contrariety to 
the ſpiritual Law and Example of Chriſt himſelf. In ſuch place or 
ſtate, by them choſen, will they be chain'd up, as a Priſon of ever- 
laſting darkneſs and death, under wrath. So, will their houſe of feaſt. 
ing be turned intoa houſe of everlaſting mourning, torment, and 
vexation of ſpirit. And this, will they, asa ſignal aggravation thereof, 
be forc'd, by God's awakn'd conviftions in them, to own, as the fruit 
of their own device, invention, and wilful choice, againſt all fair 
warning. In a perfe& contrariety to theſe (merry travellers to the 
Chambers of death, and their own everlaſting confuſion ) are the 
truly wiſe, in the houſe of mourning, under the croſs, as their ſecret 
Chamber of ſafety, ſhutting their doors, ( I/a.26.20.) window's, or ns 
tural ſenſes, outward and inward, from all firſt-creation defireable, 
viſible or inviſible,Satan's periſhigg meats 3 the duſt, himſelf feeds on, 
By this means, are they not expoſed (as all, not under the Crols,are) 
to be catch'd inand with the enſnaring vanities of this world, At 
winding up, out come the reputed fools, under the croſs, into an 
everlaſting houſe of feaſting 3 and down fink their ſcoffting blaſphe 
mous enemies, heathen, or people CP/al. 2. 1. fix'd innature, corrupt 
or righteous, and fo, in unchangeable enmity to God and them) into 
a houle or ſtate of eternal mourning. Saints are content to paſs thro 
all-ſortsof reproach, ſhame, and »wnch tribulation, without and within, 
knowing whither they are going, even to the Kingdom of God ; A 

I 4. 22, 
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14-22. Joh. 16. 33: Inthe world ye. ſhall have tribulation. The world: is 
fall. of enemies, round about them 3 corrupt and righteous Men are 
allenemics to the Lite and Righteouſneſs of God, in the ſpiritual 
Saint. Thus, does Solomon, diſtinguiſh and charater,. by the marks 
of wiſdom and folly, the contarry-minded inhabitants ;of the'twa 
houſes, on the Sand, and on the "Rock, 


Verſ. 5. 1t is better to hear the rebuke of the wiſe, than far a Man to 
hear the ſong of fools. : 


Here's the cauſe and ground, whence the ſaid wiſdom and folly 
come to be practisd. The wife obediently hearken to the voice ard 
rchuk's of Wiſdom, Chriſt z his death-reproofs upon their ſpirit af 
nature, that they may receive his Spirit of Grace ;,Prov. 1. 20,-23. 
They.xeceive (and ſubmit to) the chaſtning Diſcipline of the Crobs, 
according to the reveal'd and known methods of God's Wiſdom, for 
Glyation. On the other hand, fools liſten to the pleaſing voice and 
charming ſong of. folly it-ſelf, in Devils.and : Men 3. their .atcatrſed 
ather Goſpel, for Salvation, in the reſtor'd life of nature. . Manis / quiet 
ſubmitting to. wiſdom)'s ſentence of death, within him ( upon' that| life, 
they preach up and warrant, for Salvation) is unſpeakably better 
for him, then to regard the delufive, deſtruCtive ſong, and flatterin 
yoice..of fools, that ſet up the firſt-covenant, law-life and rightoid” 
neſs of Man 3 moſt falſely calling it, a Goſpel-ſtate and-righteouſneſs 
of God. This Goſpel, or glad Tydings, if true, Satan preached to 
Eve, Te. ſhall not die, at all. Ye have'eternal life in this firſt-crea- 
tion ſtate, or life-of your own nature. The righteous life-of nature, 
in Man or Amgel, is Eternal. This is Man's and, Satan's other Goſpel, 
1n perfe& contradiction to Chriſt's, and the-only way-of (Salvatinh. 
Hethat. bear's'the-reproof of (the {purit of ) /ife, -on his'fpiritof enmity 
and death,. get's. true underſtanding, and abideth amorig the wiſe ; 
Prov.15.31,32. He that refuſes it, deſtroy's his. own Soul. "Here are the 
infallible characters of Wiſdom and Folly. The only, way:to get 
tme-Wiſdom , and Life, is to-quit and;loſe ourſhadowy;: acdeie 
Croſs. .To: be fools, with: Parb, as to-all' Men do, have, delight in; or 
fed upon, in the;frſt-Covenant, that we may find the Life' and /Wiſ- 
dm of God, jn the'ſceand; 1 Cor.ga8.& 4.20. Goddeclares,thar all 

| 8 


CT b. 
who refuſe the chaſtiſments of his Croſs, to the death of their continy 
ally ſinning ſpirit of Nature, are Baſtards ; and ot Sons,in his nevs 
finning ſpirit of Grace 3 Heb. 12.8. 1 Joh. 3. 9. So,ſhall not beproyi 
ed for, in his houſe. In ſhort ; the rebuke of the wiſe, leads to etg 
nal life 3 the ſong of tools, to eternal death, 


17188 Verſ. 6. For, as the crackling (Voice or Sound) of thorns under a y 
1 ſo s the laughter of the Fool: this alſo is Vanity. 


Here's a true character of the ſhort-liv'd joy, ſong, and laughter 
fools. All mirth in firſt-creation life,is but as the crackling of thorns w; 
der a pot ;a ſhort blaze,and away. This is all,the delights of the Sony 
Mew, amount unto. All the fine ſong, or noiſe, made in the We 
dom thereof, is but an uncertain ſound of a tinkling Cymbal: 1 Cg 
13. 1.& 14.8. It gives no aim at the right way toward Salvation 
or,at the right armour, to undertake Satan, in. Yea, no greaterq 
fiercer Enemies, bluſtring contradicting Blaſphemers of the very wy 
of Salvation, and right Armour for the Lord's battels, then theſe {ﬆ 
pleaſing Sirens, firſt-covenant Singſters. Such literal-wiſe myſtic 
fools, will meet with a total diſappointment of all their expeRatio! 
for ever. 
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Verſ. 7. Surely, oppreſſion maketh a wiſe Man, mad ; and,a gift de 
eth the heart. 


S wi = 


| | 
| | In letter, the unreaſonable Injuſtice and Oppreflion, . pra&isdi 
the corrupt ſpirit of nature, in all worldly Governments, may | 
here meant. , The root and cauſe of all, is an evil, falſe ſelf-intere 
. by which,Men in Government,and Judicature,are mercenarily ſeeki 
advantages to themſelves, in the outward riches and honours of th 
World. This is implyed, in ſaying; a gift deſtroyeth the heart. Eve 
Joel and Abiah, Samnel's Sons, turn'd aſide, afier Iucre , diſhont 
| Fun took bribes, and perverted Judgment ; turn'd their bench 


uſtice 1nto a ſeat of Iniquity, whence wrong Judgment proceed 

- This gave occaſion to 1jrae!'s askinga King;zunder which Bod c 
they found themſelves much worſe,and that without remedy. The 
could not ſhake off that new and grievous yoke. God would 
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hear, own, or help them, 'therein, as he had threat'ned and fore-. 
warnd them. His Spirit, in Saxxel, rul'd over them, which was a 
Theocracy. So,Godwas rejected, gin their choice of a King, like the 
Heathens, round about them. x am. 8. They have rejeied me, that I 


ſtould not reign over them; ſays God. Yet gave he them their natio-" 


malevil choice, iz his anger, after he had ſaid, T will be thy King; and 
told them, they had deſtroy'd themſelves, by their own fooliſh choice, 
but in kimz was their kelp 5 Hol. 13. 9,--11. So, gives he particular per-- 
ſons their fooliſh choice, to be reigning as Kings, myſtical, in the res, 
ſtor'd firſt-covenant li © of nature,in preference to his Spiritof Grace, 
the principle of life and aCtion, in the ſecond ; a Theocracy ;z where 


God would undertake to rule over, and work all their works of obedi- 


ence to himſelf, 7 them, and for them. Such an evil ſelf-choſen king-, 


ly Power, he gives them, in anger, as a Judgment, and will zake it a- 
yay, in final wrath, as he did Say. 


For preventing,or, at leaſt, allaying the cammon evil, and general 


calamity,under the oppreſſive outward Governments of this Wortd, 
God gives Laws,and enables wife Men ( in moral Heatheniſm,or but 
lgal-Chriſtianity,by the knowledg of Chriſt,only, after the fleſh)to make 
Laws, prohibiting all, in places of government or judicature, to take 
gifts. The reaſon, alledg'd for this( Exod.23.8. Yis,becaule 2 gift blinds 


the Eyes of the Wiſe, ( Heb. Seeing ) and perverts the words of the righte- 
defi 1w. So, they paſs ſentence, contrary to their own diſcerning, Light, 
Thought, and Conſcience. This brings unreaſonable oppreſſion up-- 
on the innocent. A foundation 1s laid, and occafion given to this 
oppreſſion, in ſelling places of Judicature. Whoever buy ſuch places, 
ae under a temptation, on that very account, to ſell Juſtice; that. 
they may retmburſe themſelves, as to their own bribe for the place, 
by taking bribes of others, in it. In the counſel of Fethro, to his Son 
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of th$i0 law, Moſes, approved by God, we find the right qualifications for 
Eye Men,in ſuch places; that they be able Men, fearing God, Mex of truth, 
hond{ being coetonſneſs ; Ex0d.18.2, They were to be wiſe, underſtanding 


nch @Men, ſuch as ſhould not reſfe@ perſons, in judgment ;, nor fear the face 
edell f Man, biit hear (and do juſtice to) the ſmall as well as great ; Deut. 
1.13,-17. Thus did Job. I put on righteouſneſs 5 deliver'd the poor and 

berleſs, that had none to help them. I caus'd the Widows keart to (ing 


FF i joy. IT ſearch'd out the cauſe, to by Pi brake the jaws of 
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rhe 'wicked.and:phckd'the ſpoil ont of his teeth; Job29.12,-17.. Did I fu 
great multitude? or, did the contempt of Families terrifie me, (o ag tg 
kinder my doing Juſtice to the poor, needy, and helpleſs ? Fob 31, 


"Sas of the literal ; now, to the myſtical meaning of theſe Word 
A deeper and forer evil among Men, ( becauſe a greater ſin againſ 
God) then the former, 1s here pointed at, as the principal intendment, 
The truly wiſe Man, is the ſpiritual Saint. By the oppreſſion of him 
are ſignified the additional ingredients and aggravating circumſtances 
of bitterneſs, by Satan's wiles, put into the cup' of ſuffrings,given his 
riatural Man, to drink. In the weakneſs and barrennefſs thereof ,un- 
der the demoliſhing work of the croſs, _— an hour and power 
darkneſs (alt the former flouriſh and fruittulneſs, joy and feaſting 
thereof, in the firſt-covenant, is turn'd into) comes the roaring Lig, 
the Prince of darkneſs, to oppreſs, devorr,and ſink him, quite. Til 
brought to the teſt, under the croſs, he accuſes him to God (be he 
never ſo faithful to his firſt-covenant Light ) that all his obedience 
1s but mercenary (from a ſelf-intereſt, wherein gratified, to the ut- 
moſt) and not, at all, from any regard or love to God. *Put forth 
thy hand, and touch all he has, and he will curſe thee to thy face, ſays he, 
of Fob, to God. Let me be thy hand, or employ'd inſtrument here 
in, and ſee where Fob will be, then. A/I he has 3s in thy hand, or powe,, 
ſays God. Fob. 1. 9,—12. When this diſpenſation of the croſs (and 
trial of Fob, thereby) was begun, Satan wind's about, and employs 
his Serpentine craft and malice, againſt both God and Fob, another 
way. He endeavours to bring Fob, to eſpouſe his quarrel, againſt 
God, as dealing moſt injuriouſly with him. He repreſents to J, 
the croſs-blows on his righteous natural man, body and ſpirit (which 
himſelf was the permitted hand and commiſſhon'd manager of, upon 
him) as a moſt unreaſonable opprefſion. And, by thus caſting al 
the ſeeming oppreſſing-work, upon God, does he hide his own rel 
oppreſſion, wicked counſel and ſuggeſtions, from Fob's natural Man, 
now brought into darkneſs, and not knowing what matters would 
come toz what God would do with hifn, or what would become f 
him. Till new ſpiritual day-light was cauſed to ſpring up in him, he 
could not interpret the riddle of the crofs ; how this devourer ofa 
fading life, goodnels, clothing, belly and meats, ſhould be the very. 


MEAS 


| 32 

means of giving all again wal LDN a more excellent life andway. 
Samſor's riddle was the type of this. Ont of the eater came meat, and 
out of the ſtrong, ſweetneſs ( Jadg.14.14.) hony ont of the Lion, by him 
kill'd, ver. 6. 18. Samſon (as a type of the Prieſtly Spirit of Chriſt, 
in its crucifying, ſacrificing-work upon nature) rent that Lion, as a 
Kid; which was a uſual ſacrifice to God, under the Law. The na- 
tural Man of the Saint, while in the dark, under the crofs, is ready to 
ſtrike in with Satan, againſt God. The Devil ſtirr'd up Fob's three 
Friends, far inferiour to what he had bin, in the Light, Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſneſs of a reſtor'd firſt-covenant Life. His miſtaking ſelf 
confident Friends (under Satan's management of them, to oppreſs 
him, by adding to his afflicton) deny the reality of his firſt-Cove- 
nant Righteouſneſs, and reckon him but a hypocritical pretender 
thereuntoz and now,under the puniſhing hand and maniteſteddiſplea- 
ſure of God upon him, for his hypocriſy and wickedneſs. Fob, in his 
dark houſe of mourning, was ſorely put to't, as to what way he 


- ſhould go about to defend himſelf againſt their moſt falſe and injuri- 


ous chargings of him with falſhood and deceit, in all his former life 
and practice. He di&find all that life and goodneſs going to wrack, 
in him, under the Croſs 3 and knew not why; nor, what he ſhould 
have in the room thereof, as God's deſign in all. Yet did heſtem 
the tide, through all difficulties and enemies (with which, on all 
hands, ſurrounded and encountred ) till ſafe landed in the wiſhed 
haven, the true Land of promiſe, ſtate of true Life, and Blefſedneſs;3 
a newneſs of life, His own conſcience, yea, God himſelf, were wit- 
neſſes of his integrity in thoſe firſt-Covenant Principles,they charg'd 
him with Hypocriſy, in; Fob. 1. 1,8. & 2.3. Their charging hum 
therefore with falſhood, was an unreaſonable opprefſion, and added 
great bitterneſs to God's afflicting trial of him, ſtirring up his muddy 
earthy part 3 raiſing all the duſt,and cauſing all the unadviſed ſpeeches, 
that in along debate of his caſe, with them, paſs'd out of his mouth. 
After all,the Devil or his Wife could do or ſay, 'tis ſaid, he fnn'd not 
with his Lips; Job 2.10. Some few queſtionable words, he had (ir 
his great Agony and confuſion) utter'd (Chap.3.) that ſeem to have 
introduc'd (or given ſome occafion to) the following diſcourſe of 
his three Friends, When Satan finds the Saint'snatural Man, under 
the Croſs { for a removal out of firſt, into the ſecond Covenant- 
Principle) 
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Principle) 'he puts him on a og of his own faithfulneſs, in 
the firlt, ſo as ſtrenuouſly to engage in a {:lf-defence, againſt the 
croſs-work of the ſecond, upon him. So, makes he the Saint himſelf, 
inſtrumental to the heightning and aggravating of that myſtical op. 
preſſion, which tends to the making him, mad. Saints therefore ( and 
others too, under like trial, that apoſtatize) are forbidden to take 
that gift which deſtroys the heart. This gift 1s that, Satan offers, to 
bribe them off, from God, or obedience to his Croſs. Ile eſta- 
bliſh you, for ever, in the life and liberty of your own wills, a way 
after your own hearts, ſays he ; all which,God comes not only to op- 
preſs, but utrerly to deſtroy, in you 3 and you, therein. So, repre- 
ſents he God, as the greateſt Oppreſlor, of all, in that very diſpenfa- 
tion of the Croſs, that's his certain and conſtant method for bringin 
about their everlaſting freedom from all bondages, enemies, _ 
deaths. Satan and his Inſtruments, bring all, that finally liſten to their 
promiſed liberty,into everlaſting beondage,with tkemſelves.This,by ſpeaking 
great ſwelling words of Vanity, to ther, the alluring words of Man's and 

the old Serpent's Wiſdoms 3 2 Pet. 2. 18, 19. Te ſhall be as Gods, ſays 
- the Devil, if ye follow my counſel and pradtigg, ( Ger. 3. 5.) that is, 
ye ſhall be advanc'd into the higheſt pitch of happineſs, ye are capa- 
ble of, if eſtabliſh'd, with me, for ever, in the life and freedom of 
your own Wills and Spirits. And, this is, indeed, a fix'd ſtate of 
unchangeable enmity to God, and death to themſelves, in the utmoſt 
wo, miſery and confuſion, imaginable, for ever. 


Better is the end of a thing, than the beginning thereof : and, the patient 
in ſpirit is better than the proud in ſpirit. 


I, In letter 3 *Tis better, quietly to bear any evil, God permits 
othersto do to us, order'd by him, for our good, as the end thereof, 
that's better than the ſeeming evil beginning, that really tends to ſuch 
a good end. *Tis Man's intereſt as well as duty, to be patient under 
every diſpenſation, or, occurrent, by providence, to him. *Tis folly 
and (in, to be offended at God's dealings with us, as to things, not in 
our power, to prevent, or avoid. Such anger is founded in pride, and 
reſts in the boſort of fools, amounting unto a juſsling competition of 
their wills, with God's. And hence, are they angry with their fel- 
lows 
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low-creatures, God permits by injuring, to croſs them. On all ac 
counts then, in reference to God, others, and themſelves, better are 
the patient than the proud in ſpirit, Man ought to ſuppoſe, God's infi- 
nite Wiſdom ſees juſt reaſons for croſſing his will (that are undiſ- 
cern'd by his ſhort-ſighted underſtanding) to his great advantage. 

2dly. In Myſtery ; theſe words ſignifie the differing demeanour of 
two ſorts of Perſons, under the Croſs; a ſpiritual Seed, that, at 
length, yield obedience to it ; and a fleſhly firſt-Covenant Seed, that 
finally reſiſt and refuſe it. The former, patiently ſubmit to, and com- 
ply with the will of God, therein, as finding their great advantage, 
in —— thereby, of the embondaging, burdenſome, perpetually 
ſinning lite of their own Law-ſpirit, for that /ight burden and eaſte 
yoke of Chriſt's Goſpel-SpiritCMat.11.28,-30)that's,indeed,the glorious 
liberty of the Sons of God. They find this peaceable fruit of all their 
loſs & ſufferings,even the everlaſting Life and Righteouſneſs of God. 
In this rewreſs of life, only, can they bring forth the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs ( and not in their own ſpirit of enmity ) to God. This 
end is better than the beginning. Beginning andend, here, ſignifie God's 


.twofold gift of firſt and ſecond-Covenantlife, and principles of two 


differing ſorts, of righteous fruits, works, daties, and performances, 
towardsGod or men. The method of God's Wiſdom(in giving,ftrſt, 
the natural or firſt-Covenant life ; and afterward, the ſpirnual or ſe- 
cond, 1Cor.15.46.)is not to be queſtion'd,or diſputed againſt,by Man's. 
Thoſe diſputers of this world, that ſo do ; and obſtinately ſet up their 
natural, againſt God's fpiritual-creature-life, come to 4a latter end 
worſe than their beginning, ander final Wrath. They, that in a lawful 
uſe of the Law (or of their firſt-Covenant Law-life, calldtheir own) 
exchange it,by death, for the ſecond (a Goſpel-life, call'd God's own) 
come to an end, better than their ——_ in unchangeable union 
with God : others, to a worſe, in unchangeable union with the Devil. 
By the Croſs upon Nature, God tryes, whether Men love themfelves 
and their own life and things, or him, and his things, beſt 3 their na- 
tural, or. his Spiritual, new-creation-things. Sata himſelf ſavorrs on- 
ly the natural things of Mar or Angel, in the firſt-creation ; perfett- 
ly hates all the ſpiritual creature-things of Chriſt and God, in the ſe- 
cond ; Mat. 16.23. All Men, that he can fix in a union of mind and 
will with him, are of the fame palat, belly, cr defire and _— 
WI 
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with him;in unchangeable enmity to all the divine and ſpiritual things 
of Chriſt and God, All Men and Angels, as under this tryal, they 
make a right or a wrong choice, find eternal life or death, the better 
or worſe end thantheir beginning, All that make the right choice, have 
the praiſe of God, but lie under the utmoſt diſpraiſe and malice of 
Man, all along this World, under Satan's reign, and the day of Man's 
orthodox judgment, or Wiſdom. This is the great and main contro- 
verſy between God and his creatures, Ange and Men. Tis the very 
turning point, to cternal'life or death z the obedient ſubmitting to 
the death of nature, or the rebellious keeping up the life thereof, 
The Saint finds the end that's better than the beginnivg ;, others, an end, 
that's worſe. The Saint finds that bleſſed end of the Lord, that the 
Lord Chriſt himſelfand his Servant Fob found, to be the happy iflue 
and reſult of all their ſufferings in the fleſh, or natural Man. Faw. 5, 
11. The truly patient in ſpirit, here meant, that ſubmits to the death of 

his. own nature, finds the life of God's new-creature, ſpirit of Grace, 
in the room thereof. So, is he tranſcendently better thar the proud in 
ſpirit,that contradids, blaſphemes and does deſpite tothe Spirit of Grace, 
withall its words and followers, to his own everlaſting. deſtruttion, 
By ſparing, ſaving, and keepingup his own life, in enmity to the 
Croſs, he loſes all life and comfort, for ever. The over-value and loye 
of his own freedom, or free-will, brings him into everlaſting bon- 
dage. The quitting it, for God's Free-will to good only, and that, 
unchangeably, is everlaſting deliverance or Salvation fromall capti- 
vities, oppreſſions, enemies, dangers or deaths. The Saints new-crea- 
tion life of God, ſwallow's up all death's and enemies into vidory ; ren- 
ders them, wrore than conquerors, over all,for ever. The proud lifters up 
of themſelves againſt God, will be made zeſſels of diſhovour, under 
everlaſting contempt 3 and lie down in ſorrow, tor ever. This will they 


have of his hand. 


Ver. 9. Be not haſty in thy ſpirit to be angry : for anger reſteth inthe 


boſom, of fools. 


The fpirit. of Man, rich, full, wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable, in the 
fruitful exerciſe of a; fir{t-covenant life,4s apt to be baſ?y, angry, and 
wltended at what comes to run down all this, .in him 3 -marre /hisw- 


lage, 
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ſage, and1lay all this his fading glory, and honour, in the duſt. The 
wiſe ſpiritual Saint, inSeed, may be found in this haſty, .angry de- 
meanour againſt the Croſs, or any words or Doftrine thereof, igno- 
rantly, for a ſeaſon, with Pal : but, ſuch anger refteth or abides, for 
ever, only in the boſomr, heart, or ſpirit of fools, that obſtinately per- 
fiſt in ſach wilful madneſs and folly, as totheir grand concern, and 
wtterly periſh in their own corruption. Will Man juſtifie himſelf herein, 
faying, I do well to be angryat the Doftrine and work of the Croſs? 
He that contends with the Almighty, reproves God's declard method 
and way of ſaving his own creatur's,let hine anſwer itz Job 40.2. Why? 
what? Says Man's wrangling, diſputing wiſdom; Shall I ſuffer my 
houſe to be ſet on fire, theGoſpel Fire-Baptiſm (and death thereby) 
ts be brought on my righteous natural ſtate ? Chriſt did,on his more 
righteous. Shall I ſuffer the comely ſage, beauty, and glory, the 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs of my own nature, (*twice ſet up in, and 

ut upon me, by God himſelf, once at creation 3 and again, by re- 
Sogen) to be all ſpoil'd and warr'd 2 Shall I ſuffer all my myſti- 
cal riches herein, to beſeiz'd, andlikea tame fool, make no reſiſtance? 
The Man-Chriſt himſelf, did not. He opened not his mouth againſt this 
diſpenſation. He ſuffer'd that fleece to be ſbore off, all that riches to 
be taken away, 4s the dumb Sheep,þer literal fleece ; yea, that life and 
all, as the Lamb brought to the ſlaughter, without noiſe, or ſtruggle, « — 
53. 7. And, *Paul was forthwith obedient to the Heavenly Viſion and dif 
covery ofthe Lord's mind herein, without ſtruggle or diſpute. He 
gave not way to the fleſhly- diſputer of this world, in himſelf or 
others, againſt the known Command of God,and method of his Wiſ 
dom, for Salvation. He became a tame fool, inthis caſe, as Man's wiſ- 
dom reckon's 3 an obedient, wiſe ſpiritual Man, as God's Wiſdom 
reckon's ; 1 Cor. 4.10. Here's the claſh of two diſtin oppoſite Wiſ- 
doms. They that reckon themſelves wiſe, are ot wiſe, in God's ac- 
count 3 2 Cor.10.12. And thoſe, they reckon fools, the Lord commend- 
eth ; v. 18, Thoſe that finally refuſe to be offer'd up in the fire of the 
fame Heavenly,eternal, prieſtly, Goſpel-ſpirit of Grace, in which = 
offer d up our nature.at beſt, in himſelf, without ſpot, unto God ( Heb. 
9. 14. Joh. 10. 17, 18.) will offer up themſelves in the falſe fire of 
Satan's ſpirit, unto him 3 will give their body or natural ſtate to be 
burnt by him 5 not in /ove, but —— enmity toGod, This 
is 
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is the ſtate,they chuſe to paſs into, as ſet o# fire of Hel; Jam. 3.6. 
They are back'd and encouragd by Satan's lie, to ſet up their own 
nature, with him, in unchangeable enmity to God, So come theſe 
myſtical prond in ſpirit, by their falſe, ſelt-preſerving reaſonings, to be 
guilty of remEdilc(s folly and madneſs, to their own deſtrution, All 
this proceeds from a puffing up thought, of the wiſdom and glo 
of their own nature, above what is written of it. They take and aſſert 
it tobe everlaſting. But, no ſuch thing was ever written of it, in the 
Oracles of God's Wiſdom; but, the contrary. 'Tis therein abun- 
dantly, and frequently aflerted to be but 4 fading flower, a periſhing 
vanity, and Man at beſt therein, altogether vanity, lighter than vanity, 
leſs than nothing. It had bin better for him never to have bin at all, 
than never to be better. He will find himſelf worſe then nothing, 
Annihilation-death will be defireable, a reduction to his primitive 
nothing, rather than a being exquiſitly ſenſible, under eternal tor- 
ment, and vexation of ſpirit. When thus gull'd by Satan, do men car- 
ry his lie in their right hand, teach it as the only way of Salvation, to 
their own and deceived blind-followers eternal damnation. To Pre- 
vent this great danger,Solomon adviſes not to be haſty in our ſpirit, to be 
angry, in this grand concern and caſe 3 'as knowing it a fault, Saints 
themſelves are too inclinable to 3 through a readineſs to liſten to the 
voice of their own ſpirit, the words of theirown Wiſdom, which go 
forth out of their own month (Jer. 44. 17.) with Satan's ſtrong deluſions 
and reaſonings, at the back of their own humane arguings, to beget 
in them a raſh, haſtz,angry temper againſt the Croſs or ſpirit of Chriſt, 
and all the words thereof. A ſtiff-recked: reſiſting the croſs-work of 
the Holy Ghoſt (AR. 7. 51.) upon them, is the unpardonable fin ; the 
great, the preſumptuous tranſgreſſion, the (in unto eternal death. They 
that thusdo,reje@ ſo great Salvation,as m God's way and Wiſdom,js of- 
fer'd to them, and chuſe what proves damnation, in their own will 
and way 3 as the Devil and his Angels, at firſt, did. But, 'tis the 
diſtinguiſhing mark, brand, and charaCter of fools, to ſuffer this aj- 
ger to reſt in them, or themſclves to be fix'd in enmity againſt the Go- 
ſpel-ſpirit and Crofs of Chriſt. The very EleT, Satan would thus de- 
ceive.; but, tho' they be, for a ſeaſon, ignorantly engag'd in the me 
folly, jach anger againſt God's declar'd way of Stvation, do 
or abide, forever, 7 them. "Paul was hot in fachan ver, a While 5 AG, 
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26. 11. In letter, anger long % in fools, forany injury, real or ſup- 
poſed, done them; whereas a wiſe Man will paſs by a tranſereſion, 
and not harbour in his boſom, long, troubleſome, revengeful medi- 
tations of an mjury, to hisown and 0124-rs hurt. But, the ſaid myſti- 


cal. fool, is the greateſt fool, of a!l ; vcairle, in his greareſt concern. 
His /ifted up Soul in firſt Covennn woetlenores and ornaments,againſt 
God and the ſe-on/l,#s not w/r 14 #4 197 4, Hab 2 4.) indeed, a down- 


right hater of ( and hateful to ) wo. p.11:rt in pirit+ waits for 
new ſpiritual light or revelation : the proud 7x ſpirit, {corns and ſeoffs 
at this new light, and rejects what ever his conceited wiſdom can't 
reccive ordiſcern,that 1s,all Golpel-Truths and Myſteries of the King- 
dom of God. | 


Verſ. 10. Say not thoy, what is the cauſe that the former days were betteb 
"then theſe £ for thou doſt not enquire wiſely, concerning this. b $07 


Solomon, here, prevents and rebukes Man's quarrel, and complaint, 
that the latter day's of this World, fince. the fall, are worſe then the 
former, before the fall, which” brought a deſolating change upon 
mankind, intoa dark, dead, ignorant, corrupt ſtate 'of nathre.. Man 
does not judg nor inquire a right, as wiſely conſidering and diſctern- 
ing this thing. Fallen Angels indeed, were gone, whhom remedy, 
on their firſt (xn. But 'tis not ſo with Man. For, God has over-rul'd 
his fault and puniſhment, to the farther magnifying of his Free- 
Grace, by which, he is offer'd better things, and greater advanta 
than'were given him, inhis firſt creation.” God has found a way toe 
reſtoring him to ſome meaſure of his loſt righteous life. And,the uni- 
verſal experience of mankind, as to the fading nature of that life, by 
the firſt fin, and fall from it, and by a world of faithful warnings 
from God (and multiplicd inſtances of Apoltates,after renewed there- 
in) do make up art'advantage to them, beyond what Adam'had;be- 
fore his fall. For he,through ſomthing of inadvertency, was ſurpriz'd 
and catch'd alive ( 2 Trm. 2.26.) m that ſnare of the Devil, the very 
righteous life, he was poſlefſt of 3 as i all, that God intended for his 
final and:abfolute bleffednefs. - AI men, now, find:that Suggeſtion'of 
the Devil.C.Adam,thro' the weaknefrof his Bleltyor Aleftily (tate; ens 
'o T t 2 tertain'd 
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tertain'd as a truth) to be alie. It his ſaying, Te ſhall not die at all, be 
not ſafficiently refuted by the death of all, Men (as to that righteous 


life, ſet up in the firſt-creation make of Adam ) when will it? or, 


what will undeceive men? Man then, reſtor'd into ſomething of the 


ſame changeable righteous life, Adam was created 1n the perfeQion. 


of, may ſeem to have the advantage-ground of Adam, in order to 
the ſecond, perſonal trial of every one, againſt the like fallacioug 
arguings of Satan 3 2 Cor. 11,3. And,as men's advantages are greater; 
for preventing a ſinning after the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
ſo will their punithmentfor it, be greater, even an irrecoverable de- 
ſtraction 3 the. latter end worſe than the begining 3 as higher and grea» 
ter ſinners againſt the Holy Ghoſt,then Adam was, or, they, in and with 
him. The fame fin, willfully repeated in any man, 1s abſolutely un- 
pardonable, If that of Adam (and all men.in- him) had bin fo, who 
could have bin ſaved 2 What:Chriſt the ſecond Adam, has done for 
all Men, leaves no Men capable of defending or excufing themſelves, 
by. that worn Proverb, a fleſhly firſt-Covenant 1/rael or people of 
God, had got in their mouth's ; that oxr firſt *Parents ate ſowr Grapes, 
and their, Childrens Teeth are thereby ſet on edge; Ezek. 18.2, All 
Men may. be recover'd out of their polluted fallen nature, if they 
will, by Chriſt's General Redemption-work, as the common Salvation z 
ITim.4.10.Jude3, Rom.5.18. All are capable of ſuch life, and juſti- 
fication therein, as: Adam had, before his fall. And,all are capable of a 
new trial, for the obedient exchange of that life, for a better, an 
everlaſting ; which Adam, at firſt, fail'd in. Man's latter condition 
then, . ſince the fall, is circumſtanc'd with valuable advantages, both 
for eſcaping Damnation, and obtaining Salvation;beyond his former, 
before the fall. All the evil conſequents of the firſt Adam's fin, are 
remov'd by the obedient death of the ſecond 3 and Goſpel-inſtruQi- 
ONs are aoded, to caution againſt the like, beyond what Adam,in 
innocency,had. So,in the ſaid reſpects, God has made the latter day's 
of. Man, better- than the former, tho' man had made them worſe. 
And,if man make the right uſe of his advantages therein, as he ought, 
God will make his latter end better than his beginning, by ſetting 
up in him, an everlaſting Goſpel-life, that never can be loſt, in the 
room of his fading Lay-lite, | has bin, and will be loſt, for ever: 
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by every man and Angel, thardo what they can, to keepand fave 
it.in a known rebellion againſt the only Saviour, and allhis words of 
counſel and inſtrutionz Me. 16. 25. | 


Verſ. rt. Wiſdom is good with an inkeritance : and by it there is profit 
to them that ſee the Sun, . 


The new-creature Wiſdom of God, in man, qualifies him for the 
nheriting of God himſelf; renders him a joynt-beir,with Chriſft,of Gods 
Rom. 8. 17. The corruptible, old, or firſt-Creation life and wiſdom 
of Man, gives no title to this icorruptible inheritance 3 1 Pet. 1, 4. It 
belongs not to fleſh and blood( 1 Cor. 15. 50. )Man or Angel, in their 
natural make and ſtate, which, at beſt, is in both (and they, in it) 
dtogether Vanity. No entring into the ſecond Covenant, and Kingdom- 
pint of God, but by he ſacrifice of all we receiv'd from his own hand, 
in the firſt, to him's P/al. 50. 5. All our own, in our natural firſt- 
creation-make and life, muſt go, for all God's own, in the ſecond; If 
Man yeild to his ſuffering, parting part ( in order to his entring the ' 
new Covenant ). the ſurrender, lofs, and perfect reſignation of all 
his own,.. without any reſerve ; if he come roundly and cleerly off 
herein, not keeping back any part ofthis earthly life or:poſleftons, 
with Ananias and Sapbira, Heaven is his own ; God:himfelf, bis inheri- 
tence,for ever, Chriſt will not fail to perform his part, and undertake 
n the ſecond Covenant, as to the unſpeakable gift, the promiſe of the 
Father, ( Luk.24:49. Att.1.4.) which he calls bis own. The young 
Man refus'd Chriſt's terms, hereinz- Mat. 19.22. The old Mar, 1n him; . 
was not willing to part with his old earthly things, for Chriſt's new; 
and heavenly 3: his natural, for Chriſt's ſpiritual creature-life and pos 
ſeſſions. A-conclufive refuſal to part with all we have, is a final. 
parting -blow, between God and Man. *Paxl found Corinthian Pro» 

feſors, bewitch'd Galatians, and belly-God Philippians, dangerouſly env - 

'd towards. a fixure. in this moſt preſumptuous Sin and Error... 

1Cor. 4.8. 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3. Gal. 3. 1,-—4. Phil. 3.18, 19. And, Chriſt 

found a firſt-Covenant party, in enmity to the ſecond, in moſt or all | 
the ſeven Churches: ( Kev. 2. & 3. ) In Laodicea, ſcarce any others . 
ind all thisunder the outward difpenlation and miniſtry ofthe Go" 
xl3. owning themſelves, as Goſpel-Profeſiors. And, what or "= 
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elſe, in a manner, at this day, can we tind; but ſuch anti-Gofj 
pellers, in all variety of opinion, form,and way ? All the highly pr. 
tending and conceited Children of the Kingdom, 1n the moſt ſublmy. 
ted Church-forms, or pureſt Churches, 1n but reſtor'd firſt-covenant 
Law-principles,without advance by exchange,and Golpel-conye 
will be found ar a loſs, and caſt or kept out of the Kingdom of Chil 
as not at all, of his new-Covenant Goſpcl-ſpirit of Grace and Try, 
'Tis in the heavenly Wiſdom of this, only, Men can attain the ſigh 
- and inheritance of the moſt glorious divine Sun, and of the new-cr 
ation-Sun of everlaſting righteouſneſs, (Mal. 4.2.) 1n the Mediator 
perſon, which is the greateſt gain, the highelt profit and advan 
Man or Angel can receive or enjoy, to all eternity. This, Solomy 
proves, ver, I2, 


Verſ. 12. For, Wiſdom is a defence ( Heb. ſhadow) aud mony is ath 
. Fence; but, the excellency of knowledg, is, th Wiſdom giveth lifen 
them that have it, | 

Here's a diſtinguiſhing charaCter of the firſt and ſecond covenatt 
ſpirits, Lives, Wiſdoms, with or by the effc&ts, riches, and privi 
of each. The Wiſdom ard myſtical rony or riches of the firſt, are 
defence __ the rude aſlaults, the unruly brutifh motions of the 
corrupt ſtate of nature 3 and, do make up to Man, all, he thinks ks 
needs, for eternal life ; 1 Cor. 4.8. Rev. 3.17. But, through the fading 
nature of all that life and riches; and evil uſe of it (1n preferent 
and oppoſition to the durable life and true riches, in the Gofpel-ſpiri 
of God) all's ſpoil'd. Man's inordinate love to the former, is that 
love of mony, that's the root of all evil, againſt God; and-to himfel; 
evil of (in and puniſhment.It renders all,the »rammor of unrighteou 
as preferr'd to the wnſearchable riches of Chriſt, in his infinite diving 
and everlaſting righteous new-creation Life. | 

Firſt-creation Life; with the riches thereof, is to be allow'd it 
due, as good, in its kind, and lawful uſe, for ſupprefling the un 
defires, thoughts, and motions of the corrupt ſtate of Nature. Man, 


ſo uling it, is faithful tothe Light afforded him by Chriſt, in the ft 


Covenant, as'z fleſbly Bridegroowr. But then, farther, is he to follow 
this Bridegroom, m the death and loſsof all this fading life andvricke 
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Wiſdom and Mony, for what, in ſpiritual convittion-Light, is ſhew'd 
and offer'd him, by Chriſt, as better Bridegroom and Comforter, in 
the ſecond. This ſecond and principal thing, done, ( as the paſlive 

of obedience, requir'd in the right and lawful uſe of all, in the 
firſt Covenant law-ſtate ) God is well-pleaſed, and Man ſaved. Bur, 
be Man never ſo faithful in the aGtive obedience, performable in his 
law-life, if he refuſe to perform or yield to the requir'd paſſive obe- 
dence, all his ative turns, in concluſion, to no account, at all. Him- 
ff is turn'd qupt of God's houſe, forever, as but that ſervaxt, in his 
own law-ſpirit of bondage, that refus'd to become a Son of God, in 
tis Goſpel-ſpirit of glorious liberty, that makes free indeed ; Fo. 8. 
25,36. The truth, the Goſpel-ſpirit of Truth, makes Man truly free; 
ver. 32. Where, (or in whomſoever ) that Spirit 3s, is liberty; 2 Cor. 
2.17. The Goſpel-law of the Spirit of life, is the perfect law of liberty, 
| renders Man free, not to, but from all iz and death, at laſt; Rom, 
8.2. Jam.1.25. Man's ſpirit of bondage, choſen; before and againſt 
God's ſpirit of true freedom, becom's a houſe, a priſon, a ſtate of eter- 
naldeath, to him. If Man uſe his law-life, aright, as to the firſt end, 
for which reſtor'd ; and miſs the appointed and declared ſecond, all 
comes to worle then nothing, for ever. He miſles that true Wiſdom, 


| that gives and is eternal /ife to theme that have it. This, the Law-lite and 


beſt Wiſdom of Man, car: zever give (or be) to him; Gal, 3. 21. 


Verſ. 13. Conſider the work of God : for who can make that ſtraight, 
which he one made crooked J ſ firaig 


Conſider well the life and ſtate of Men and Angels, as the firſt- 
creation Workmanſhip of God's hand ; and you! find it crooked ; 
fiſt, comparatively. To the ſecond make of them, by his new-cre- 
ating Workmanſhip, all the fading goodneſs, Life, Wiſdom, Glory, 
and Righteouſneſs of the firſt are as nothing 30 Glory,&c;2Cor.3.10. 
If the Glory and other things'of Man,in-the firſt, be not only.pre- 
{umptuouſly compared with, but preferr'd and exalted into a juſlin 
competition with, and oppoſition to the Lite,Glory, Wiſdom, Righte- 


\ ouſneſs, Works, Fruits and things of God, offer'd them, by a new 


and ſecond Creation z this renders all ſuch things, worſe then nothing, 
Tea, if this be finally, wilfully and concluſively done; the Glory, 
. Wiſdom, 


( 3356) | 
Wiſdom, Light, Life, Righteouſnes,all things of Man, ate turndin 
to unſpeakable ſhame, utmoſt folly and higheſt wickedneſs, to whic 
belong utter Darkneſs and eternal Death. The corrwptible ſeed ('1Pe, 
1.23.) of God's left-hand planting, in Man's or Angel's natural, firſ. 
creation-make and ſtate,at its utmoſt growth,flouriſh and fruitful 
amounts but to a fading flower. Mar, in all, at beſt, is altogether Vai. 
ty. This fleſhly ſtate of Life, was figurd by the tree of good and ei 
before the fall. ' Since the fall, 'tis always evil, root and branch, tre 
and fruit ; filth of fleſh or ſpirit are found in all its operations, fruit, 
produts, or performances, root and branch. When Paul was en 
nent in the reſtor'd righteous law-life of Man, how fiercely did je 
perſecute the Goſpel or new-Creature life of Chriſt, in himſelf ard 
Siints > That was filth of Spirit, enmity and deſpite to thervery Gal 
pel-ſpirit of Grace, in which any can be ſaved; 'twas a {inning againk 
the holy Ghoſt; but, ignorantly. When done knowingly, andþ 
wilfully, tis the preſumptuous,unpardonable Sir unto Death. . 
God made Man upright, ſet up in him a firſt-Covenant-life, perk 
in its kind :; but, fallible, corruptible , changeable, loſeable, as 
mankind have ſadly experienc'd; by the firſterror of humane natur, 
at beſt,in the firſt Man. Now,what 1s corruptible,God calls corraptin, 
The naturalſeed of a firſt-Covenant life,caſt into Man, in his natunl, 
firſt-creation make and faſhion of being, was ſows in corruption, di 
honour, weakneſs. By the obedient death of Man, therein, 'tis rai#di 
Incorruption, Glory, Power; a ſpiritual body, or man. His whok 
Body, Soul and Spirit, is filld and clothed with a Spiritual Lik 
Glory, and everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Fleſh and blood ( the compre 
henfive character of all, Man or Angel were poſleſs'd of, by the fitl 
creation, carnot inherit the Kingdom of God : neither doth Corrujtin 
#nherit Incorrnption ;, or attain the incorruptible Inheritance, 1 Pet. 1.4 
Nor Man nor Angel, in innocency, had any ſuch thing as eternal Lik, 
or everlaſting Righteouſneſs, actually, about them or in them, tha 
qualifies any for entrance into the Kingdom of God. Man and At 
gel then, ſet up by God's left-hand, as we may ſay, in a firſt-Creatt 
-on-ſtate,if they knowingly and wilfully ſet up for themſelves, ther, 
in enmity to God and the ſecond, they will be found thoſe Juſtfi 
Coats (that through inordinate love to, evil covetouſheſs and hl 
after their own fading life and things thereof, ſo as to hate and'rejet 
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God's, by a new and ſecond Creation ) at Chriſt's left hand, ſever'd 
from his obedient ſpiritual Sheep or his right, and forc'd to receive the 
meet recompence of their error, the vengeance of eternal fire; Mat.25.33,- 
46. Jude 7. By chufing their corruption, or natural ſtate, before 
God's Incorruption, or incorruptible ſpiritual Life, will they utterly 
periſh in their own Corruption z 2 Pet. 2. 12, The queſtion here, then, 
amounts unto this. Who car make the natural or firſt-Creation ſtate 
of Man, ſtraight (or, unſubjeted to change and miſcarriage) that 
God, 1n the above-ſaid ſence, has made crooked, hable or ſubjet to 
both > This queſtion imports an utter impoſſibility of making it 
ſtraight 3 Eccle. 1. 15. Tis therefore, peerleſs folly and madneſs in 
Man or Angel,to attempt itz or, to eſtabliſh ere Aa 11 it, for hap- 
pines. There's no way poſlible for either, to be happy, but by the 
death and loſs of all thery own, there, for God's own, which they can 
only arrive at and attain, by the death of their ſpirit of nature, and 
ſo, a reſurreCtion into the life of his ſpirit of Grace. God poſitively 
requires both and all of them, to part with their crooked change- 
able,firſt-creation thing or things, for hisunchangeably ſtraight and im- 
corruptibly perfect new-creation life,and things. However [traight the 

r appear in Mans day or diſcerning ; in the Light and Judgment 
of his Wiſdom; in God's, tis crooked; and fo, declar'd, for Man to 
take notice of, Man ought to conſider the whole work of God, from 
firſt to laſt, beginning to the end 3 his beginning with him, in a firſt 
creation, and ending or finiſhing Workmanſhip upon him, in and by 
a ſecond. Men ought alſo toliſten to his whole counſcl and inſtruc- 
tion; to his convincing diſcoveries and revelations of the ſecond and 
more excellent ſtate they are offer'd, by a new Creation, and the way 
of attaining it. The death of their crooked ſtate, is the undiſpenſable 
means and way of being exalted into God's ſtraight. Their crooked, 
ſet up in unchangeable enmity to his ſtraight, is certain damnation to 
them. They ought to believe God's own report and declaration of 
their crooked natural ſtate, and look after his ſtraight ſpiritual Lite, 
and State, iz: a Spirit that can never ſin; 1 Joh. 3.9. They ought not 
to ſtick at any coſt, or loſs, they can be at, for Truth, ( Prov. 23.23. 
& Lak.14. 28.) or for the life of God's new-creature-ſpirit of Trath, 
and everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 


Vy | Verſ. 
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Verl. 14. In the day of Proſperity, be joyful; but, in the day of Adverj. 
ty,con fider : God alſo,hath ſet the one over againſt the other,to the end 
that Man ſhould find nothing after kim. 


The good and evil day, in the original, arc here tranſlated, the 
day of Proſperity and Adverſity. 

Here's a two-fold day, for Man, in God's wiſe method and. ap- 
pointment, ſet, one over againſt the other,which 'tis man's duty and 
concern, to take notice of, and comply with, recoycing in the for- 
mer, and duly conſidering the yet greater advantages to him, in the 
latter. To follow the [ ord's counſel, in both, 1s his beſt courk 
The ſpiritual myſtery of theſe Words 1s the principal intendment, 
But, firſt, in the litteral ſence 3 the greateſt content, joy, and fatis- 
fation,man can find in the greateſt outward Proſperity (when fur- 
rounded with a confluence of all vifible defireables in this World) 
he muſt come to experience the loſs of all, firſt or laſt, which he 
ought to conſider. In the periſhable nature of all ſuch enjoyments, 
is diſcernably writ out a day of adverſity, over againſt his utmoſt 
proſperity, therein. The periſhing nature, alſo, of that life and de- 
ſirein him,that's gratified by ſuch things; the belly that's for ſuch meat:, 
does farther preach the ſame doCtrine to him, cautioning againſt 
the placing his happineſs in ſuch ſlippery, uncertain things 
Death puts a full period to all ſuch defires, as are anſwer'd by ſuch 
deſireables. Vanity on all hands, proclaims a day of Adverſity and 
darkneſs, ſet over againſt the day of ſuch Proſperity. Unwarrantabk 
over-value for, love to, and delightin ſuch worldly things, will cauſe 
a deſtru@ive worldly ſorrow to man, it he out-live them. When run 
down into a deſpicable ſtate of miſery and want, he knows not how 
to bear it, or what to do with himſelf. Life grows a burden. Some- 

times he makes away himſelf, as weary of it. 
But now, asto the myſtica], principal ſenſe of theſe words ; Here's 
a moſt concerning caution to man, in the utmoſt flouriſh, fruitfulnes 
and inward myſtical riches ofhis nature, ina firſt-covenant righteous 
life, where belly and meats, delires and defireables, root and Leadch 
tree and fruits, principles and operations, are all but a higher ſort 
of periſhing vanities, figur'd out by the former. All this yet, is but « 
vain 
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vin ſhew, a dream, a fools Paradiſe, a ſhadow, ar image only of true 


durable life and ſubſtantial riches, in the heavenly creature-image of 
the ſecond Adam. Mar, at beſt, in all this fading glory and honour of 
his own nature, # altogether vanity. *Pſ. 39. 5,6. The firſt Adam was 
made in but the earthly, ſhadowy Image of God : the heav<nly, ſub- 
ſtantial, creature-image of the infinite Divinity is found only in the 
ſkcond Adam, and his ſpiritual deſcendents, by a new birth, or (e- 
cond creation, A day of adverſity, then, is written out, in the periſh- 
ing nature of all ſuch inward, as well as outward proſperity, over a= 
oainſt the higheſt proſperity, therein. All ſuch myſtical, ſoul-riches, 
life, food, clothing, glory, honour, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, all will be 
gone again,moſt certainly make themſelves wings and flee away; Prov.23. 
5.While then, Mar: ſets his eye or heart oz ſuch things,wnich God ſays, 
are not, he is ſure to meet with an amazing diſappointment. By new- 
creature things, things of God, (which God's Wiſdom reckon's the 
only creature-things that are ; man's wiſdom, things that are not ) will 
God bring to nought all thoſe things of man, which his fooliſh wiſdom 
reckon's the only creature-things that are ; 1 Cor. 1. 28. Jr the day of 
man's proſperity in the reſtor'd firſt-Covenant righteous life of his 
own nature (under the cheriſhing, impregnating influencings of. 
Chriſt, as 4 fleſbly Bridegroom, or Husband, rendring him fruitful in 
ſuch births, fruits, works of righteouſneſs and duties to God and Man, 
as are producible and performable therein) ſhould he be joyful, and 
thankful to God, for mercifully reſtoring to him,the proper life, food 
and clothing of his dead,deſolate nature,loſt by the fall. Ezek.16.3,-14, 
This is the common Salvation, or general deliverance, all men may re- 
ceive,from Chriſt's General-Redemption-Purchale. This,by his putting 
0ar nature, at beſt, in himſelf, to death,as to this very lite, he offer's, 
thereby,to reſtore in all men. And thereby,has heſhew'd themthe right 
uſe of ſuch life, when reſtor'd, even to giveit up, in Sacrifice to God, 
ashedid, in order to receive from him, that ſpiritual, new-creation 
life, in the image of the Heavenly, into which, he has' exalted our 
nature in his own Perſon, in which he lives, and in which, we may 
( on like obedience, as thorow-followers of his ſuffering-ſteps ) /ive 
with him, for evermorez Rev. 1.18. A twofold day of adverſity and 
houſe of mourning then, will infallibly ſucceed a twofold day of pro- 
ſperity and feaſting, in all poſſible outward or inward Riches of this 
Vy 2 World* 
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World. In the day of the faid utmoſt twofold Proſperity, then, is 
it man's important concern,to have in his eye, thought,and due con- 
fideration, the approaching twofold day of Adverſity. Such a confi. 
deration may keep him from a ſinful over-value of, and over-rejoyc. 
ing, or truſting in his fading enjoyments, and certain riches; 1 Tim, 
6. 17. The day of adverſity, as to all ſuch riches,under the Croſs,and 
in thehouſe of mourning,and death to Nature,is the method of God's 
Wiſdom, for the bringing him into his houſe of everlaſting feaſting 
and rejoycing, with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. So is the day of 
adverſity and mourning, a greater Mercy, then the reſtoring him in- 
to the utmoſt proſperity of his nature, outward and inward, as bring- 
ing him nearer to abſolute life, and ſpecial Salvation (1 Tiin. 4. 10.) 
then when he firſt believed (Rom. 13.1 I.) in Chriſt, ſo as to.receive 
the freſh gift of a firſt-covenant life, from his hand. On obedient ſub- 
mitting to the appointed death-paſs ito the Glory that follows, excels, 
and remains for ever, does Chriſt ſtand ready, to perform the pre- 
miſe of the Father (A&.1.4.) in giving Men durable Life, Riches, ne- 
ver-periſhing food and clothing. So, follows a day of everlaſting 
Proſperity and feaſting, to them. They wnſt ſuffer and die with Chriſt, 
as to the fading, firſt-covenant law-life of Nature, #hat they may live 
and reign with him for ever, in the Goſpel-life of his Spirit of Grace 
and Truth; 2 Tim. 2. 11, 12. God ſets all this, before Man ; declares 
his whole counſel to him, with the advantages of his compliance with, 
and diſadvantages of his rebellion againſt him, as to abſolute Salvati- 
ON, on the ones, hy z or final damnation, -on the other. Jſa. 1.1 9,20, 
All this, fairly declar'd, man may run and read, what's like to become 
of him, for ever, as wilfully running after Satan's lie, or obediently 
complying with God's Spirit of Truth. God has fo clearly ſtated his 
true intereſt and duty, in reference to his eternal bleſſednefſs, that he 
will make him confeſs, at laſt, he kept "— from him, that 'twas 
his true advantage to ſee or know. Thus, to the 

nothing, aficr him: no concerning Truth, that has not bin clecrly and 
plainly fet before him; and ſo, no cauſe to complain of God ; as the 
Septuagint render it. Foy the joy of an everlaſting day of Proſperity, 
ſpiritual feaſting and rejoycing, ſet before them, ought Mer, with vey 
to deſpiſe the ſhame, and ſorrow, brought upon their natural ſtate, 
his Croſs. Heb. 12, 2. Former Saints and followers of Chriſt, are « 
great 


end Man ſhould find . 
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great cloud of witneſſes, for this (ver.1. ) that the ſufferings of the natu- 
ral man, in the preſent time, are not to be compared with the Glory that 

! be reveal d to and in the ſpiritual ſtate of the whole man, Body, 
Soul, and Spirit 3 Rom. 8, 18, Unchangeable enemies of the Croſs, from 
a moſt fooliſh, unwarrantable love to their own nature; will find all 
their day of Proſperity therein, inevitably ſwallow'd up into an eter- 
nal night of darkneſs and death, under the fiery Indignation of God. 


Ver. 15. All things have 1 ſeen in the days of my Vanity : there is a juſt 
Man, that periſheth in his Righteouſneſs \ and, there is a wicked Mar, 
that prolongeth his life in bis wickedneſs. | 


Here's Solomon's large experience of all things in this firſt-creation 
World of Vanities. He has ſeen the end, all corruptible perferons and 
excellencies, therein, will cozze to; Pfal. 119. 96, The juſt man, here, 
may be the moral Heathen,that depends on his own perſonal Righte- 
ouſneſs, as alſo the firſt-covenant Jew or Chriſtian, that depends 
on the perfe# Righteouſneſs or Comlineſs of that ſort, imputed to, or 
put upon hires, Ezek. 16. 14. Both theſe are bidding, with ſome con- 
fidence and hopefulneſs, at Salvation, in the natural, corruptible firſt- 
creation or firſt-covenant Principles: of Light, Life, and Aion 5 
their own Wills, Underſtandings, and Wiſdoms, under the Law of 
works, that requires ſuch obedience as is performable in the ative, 
working power of their enlightned Nature. Theſe two ſorts of juſt 
Men, in Heathen-morality or legal-Chriſtianity, have zbthing,bronght 
afloat, in, or about them, but what's periſhable; which, therefore, 
fixd in, is unchangeable enmity to God. This enmity to God's Spt- 
rit, which, is the unpardonable filth of Man's, renders all ſuch righte- 
ous oppolers of the vile afte&ions or filth of Fleſh,in the corrupt ſpi- 
rit of Nature,guilty of the moſt criminal ſort of uncleanneſs and wick- 

% all ſuch juſt mer periſh, in (and by ) their Righteonſe 
neſs, as abuſed, and ſet up, againſt the Goſpel-Life and everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs of God, in his Spirit of Grace. The groſs, profane 
wicked may, 1n the unbridled, unconſcionable exerciſe of the corrupt 
fpirit of Nature, contrary to both the ſaid righteous Men, oft prolongs 
bis life, n a proſperous, flouriſhing outward condition, in-this World z 
Job 21.7, And the literally-righteous,ſpiritually-wicked Man, typed 

hereby, 
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hereby,may prolong his days,al(o, in this World. Both theſe fortunate 
fools, are, through the miſtake of the natural man, in the ſpiritud 
Saint, envied, as having, in their differing ways more then heart can 
wiſh, while his nature #s plagu'd and chaſten'd, daily, under the Croſs; 
Pjal.73.2,—14. But, when his ſpiritual man recovers and comes tg 
work, he finds himſelf, paſſing, according to the fixed methods of 
God's Wiſdom, through a houſe of mourning and death, into eternal 
lifez and the other, through their deſired Proſperity and houle of 
feaſting, into eternal ſorrow darkneſs and death ; ver.17,20.He owns 
his natural man, to be fooliſh and ignorant, as a Beaſt,as to the _—_ 
any right judgment, in this caſe 5 wer. 22. That brutiſh fool underſtan 
not this riddle of providence, in outward diſpenſations to friends, as 
foeszand foes.as friends. He ſees not this my(tery,that when the wicked 
ſpring asthe graſs, and all the workers of Iniquity flouriſh; it is, that they 
ſhall be deſtroyed, for ever 5 Pſal. 92.6, 7. They are, 1n their various 
ſclf-pleafing wicked ways, buttreaſuring up Wrath for themſelves againſt 
the day of Wrath, and poſting to eternal death, as happy as they both 
ſeem to themſelves and others, to be. God's abuſed patience and long- 
ſuffring towards them, will be found, at winding up, a ſignal agpra- 
vation of their ſin and puniſhment. Yet,mean while, God magnifies 
his mercy towards them,in giving them ſo large a time, to take notice 
of (and advantage by ) his inſtrutting warnings, for preventing 
the wrath to come, The myltical-wicked, firſt-covenant Brethren, 
fix'd in enmity to the ſecond, do long live and proſper (generation 
after generation ) in union of mind with the Devil, filling up the wea- 
ſure of their Fathers, in the. higheſt and moſt criminal wickedneſſes, 
Wolves in Sheep's-clothing are they ; Serpents, a generation of Vipers, that 
bave drunk down the old Serpent's poyſon of unchangeable enmit 
to God; and, how then, can they eſcape the dammation of Hell £ Mat.23, 
31,—33. They app/aud and follow their firſt-covenant Fathers, in for- 
mer generations, as perſccuting Zelots againſt the ſecond, and ſo paſ 
along into the ſame everlaſting darkneſs, after them, and wever ſee 
light; Pſal. 49.13,19. To prevent this dangerous fixure in the righte- 
ouſneſs of Man, in the firſt covenant, againſt the Goſpel-life and new- 
creature righteouſneſs of God, in the ſecond, Solomon adviſes all, ca- 
pable of repentance or change of mind,as follows. 
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Verſ. 16. Be not righteows over-much, neither make th 1y-ſelf over-wiſe : 
why ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thy felf ? ( Heb. be deſolate 2 ) 


Man is righteous over-much, or long, in the firſt-Covenant, when 
he over-much values it, and lay's to great a ſtreſs upon it 3 when he 
truſts, reſt's in, and builds upon the changeable, fallible principles 
thereof, for Salvation. On this miſtake, he retuſes Chriſt's heaven- 
ly call to him, to come up, out of the life and» image of the earthy,in- 
to his heavenly; out of the periſhing life, wiſdom, and righteouſ- 
neſs of man, in the firſt-covenant principle, into the everlaſting Life, 
Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of God,in the ſecond. An overvalue for, 
and unwarrantable ſecurity in the firſt, endangers man's ſhutting the 
door of his heart, and deafning his ear to Chriſt, againſt his gracious 
offer of (and invitation into)the ſecond. So, by preferring the Law- 
righteouſneſs of man, to the Goſpel-lite and righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
and God, do men deſtroy themſelves; bring the deſolating, final judg- 
ments of God, upon their guilty heads. This get they, by being 0- 
ver-much righteous, and over-wile, as putting a value upon ſuch 
riohteouſneſs and wiſdom of their own nature, above what is written 
of it ( 1 Cor. 4. 6.) in God's Oracles of Truth. Job,while yet much 
in the dark, as to what God was about to do with him, ſaid, the" he 
were perfet?, yet would he not know his own ſoul, but deſpiſe even his righ- 
teows life 3 Job 9. 21. The profeſſing Jews blaſphem'd and crucified 
Chriſt ; *Pax! breathed out threatnings and tlaughters againſt the 
Diſciples of the Lord, from a fond conceit,over-value for, and confi- 
dence in the reſtor'd life of the firſt Covenant, and the wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs of man, therein, ſo as to prefer it to the everlaſting 
Life, Wiſdom,and Righteouſneſs of God, in the ſecond. This ſnare, 
when Paul was happily deliver'd from, he found his Jewiſh 
profeſſing Brethren, ſtill in, Row.10.1,-3. They were ignorant of God's * 
Goſpel Righteouſneſs, in the ſecond 3 and ſo, zealous for their own 
Law-righteonſneſs, in the firſt. While thus 1gnorant, as he, once; and 
ſo, pardonableand curable, he earneſtly prayd they might ſo accept of, 
and receive his Goſpel-inſtrutions, that they might be ſaved. He had 
greater love and better deſires for them, than they yet knew:how 
to have, for themſelves. He.compalhionatly bemoans (and laments 
oVer 
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over) them, on the ſame account, Chriſt himſelf did 3 Mat .23.37,38, 
O Jernſalem, Feru{alem, &c. Behold, your houſe is left unto you, deſolate, 
Here's the temper of the myſtical earthly Jeruſalem profetlor, in all 
times and places, under Law or Goſpel. They have bin, .all along, 
generation after generation, found in a poſture of dehance towards 
all right words, brought to them in Chriſt's Goſpel-ſpirit of true 
Prophelie, declaring the death of nature in the firlt-Covenant, un- 
diſpenſably neceſlary to their finding eternal life, in the ſecond. The 
final refuſal of the Lord's Counſel, herein, will rexder their firſt-Co. 
venant houſe of feaſting, eternally deſolate. This twofold errour, one 
the certain conſequent of the other, even, the placing Salvation in 
the firſt, and finally rejecting the life of God, 1n theſecond, is certain 
Damnation. Man, eſtabliſh'd in his own righteouſneſs, as a ſtateof 
Salvation, is the unchangeable enemy of God, Chriſt, all ſpiritual 
Saints, and Goſpel-Truths. This unlawful uſe of the Law, or their 
own Law-life,againſt Chriſt's everlaſting Goſpel-lite, amounts to that 
love of the World ( or of themſelves, in their worldly, fir{t-creation, 
Law-life of Nature ) that's enmity to God and his Goſpel-ſpirit of 
Grace. This is ſpiritual and moſt criminal adultery; Jam. 4. 4. Law- 
life, thus abuſed, is the leave of the Phariſees, a root of bitterneſles 
againſt the Goſpel-life and Truths of Chriſt, with myſtically profane 
Jax ; Heb. 12. 15, 16. Such wilful oppoſing (inſtead of obedient 
ſubmittingto) God's Righteouſneſs ( Rom.10.3. and Jam. 4. 7.) keep' 
Men from ever entering into God's Righteouſneſs, David the Type, 
and Chriſt the Truth, intercede again(t ſuch incorrigible enemies; 
Let them not come into thy righteouſneſs 5 Plal.69.27. Let their habitati- 
01 be deſolate ;, ver.25, | 
"Be not then righteous over-much, or over-long, by over-muchya- 
luing, and over-long ſtaying in that firſt-Covenant life, place, or 
ſtate 3 whence (by the death and loſs of all thou art there poſleſsd 
of) the true ſpiritual Children of Chriſt break forth, into the new- 
creature-life of God; Hoſ. 13. 13. Be not over-pleas'd (tranſported 
and delighted): with the fading righteous life of thy own nature, fo 
as to be leaven'd and fowr'd into a bitter enmity againſt that ſpiri- 
tual life of Chriſt, in which alone, any can be ſaved. Preter not thy 
mortal, to God s immortal righteous life. Why ſhould3F thou deſtroy 
thy ſelf? or be deſolate, and undone for ever * This, by turning all 
| ; the 
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the fading Life, Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, Beauty, and Glory, by Chrift 
himfelf, ſet up in, and put upon thee, into a perfet abumiration ts 
him, and cauſe of final defolation to thy ſelf. 


rds Verſ. 17. * Be not over-much wicked neither be thou fooliſh : why ſhould/# 
rue thou die before thy time (Heb. not in thy time? ) 


he Here's another branch of Solomon's advice to another ſort of Men, 
- | whom hecall's wicked, living in the vile affeQtions and luſts of the 
me | corrupt ſpirit of nature z refuling the Redeemer's purchas'd and of 
n } fered Deliverance out of that moſt palpably evil and ſhameful ſtate 
an of bondage, and death in treſpaſſes and ſuns. Theſe, under the ſelf-pol- 
of | Juting practices of their unbridled brutiſh luſts, carry folly and mad- 
Il neſs written in their forcheads, to be ſeen and read of all men, in and 
lr | bythe reſtor d common light of Nature. They hate the righteous life 
lat of their own nature, withall reproofs and in{truttions, towards their 
MN, recovery, into it. They abuſe what light of Reaſon they have, ren- 
of | dringit a ſlave to thoſe brutiſh powers of life (it ought to dire and 
We rule over) ſo as to prog about and fetch in proviſions for them. The 
es | conſequent hereof, Solomon declares, to be a dying before (or,not in) 
ne their time ; ſaying, Why ſhould? thou die before thy time 2 In a literal 
nt | fence, how oft do men haſten the death of their body, by intempe- 
»s | rance, riot and luxury? Theſe are bloody-minded men, that ſhall not 
e, live out half their days; Plal.55.23. They wholly delight in the brutiſh 
5 | Juſts and pleaſures of their degenerate nature, polluted in its own blood, 
J- (Ezek. 16.6.) dead in treſpaſſes and (ins, Eph. 2. 1. Solomon adviſes 
men, not to be over-wicked, or ſtay over-long in the brutified, pol- 
- | luted ſtate of fallen nature, out of which the tirſt-covenant Chil.re 
of Chriſt, do break forth (by a being born of (and knowing) him, after 
the ſb) into the righteous fle{hly-life of the Law 3 who alſo refuſing 
t0 break forth, out of that fading righteous ſtate ( with the ſpiritual 
new-Covenant Children ofChrifd) when warn'd of, and call'd there- 
unto, become guilty of more criminal uncleanneſles, Adulterics ard 
abominable Idvlatrics, then they that remajn wholly in their 
polluted Nature. A being born but of the ficſh, or will of Mn, in 
Chriſt, is vaſtly ſhort of a being bor of the ſpirit or will of Godin him 5 
Joh. 3. 6. and 1. 13. That that's borv of bis jiejh, is but fleſh, holv fleſÞ, 
| X x righteous 
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righteons Natnrezmakes but a tirſt-Covenant Sairit, Spouſe,and Chili 
of Chriſt, which Pau! wholly quitted as dung, for the knowledge of 
tim after the Spirit,or in his Spiritual, ReſurreCtion-hfe. This turn'd the 
Law-Saint, in holy fleſh, into a Goſpel-Saint, in God's holy new-cres- 
ture Spirit of everlaſting Righteouſneſs; 2 Cor. 5. 16. Phil. 3.6,--10, 
So became he a fool, weak, deſpicable, as a crucified, dead Man, to them 
that were yet wiſe, ſtrong, and honorable in Chriſt, by the knowledg of 
him, only, after the fleſh (1 Cor. 4.10.) or, in but the firſt-Covenant, 
But, to the wicked, here. Chriſt has reſtor'd the firſt-Covenant 
Light of Rational Nature in every Mar, that comes into the World. By 
this, he ſhews ( or gives them a fair proſpe& into ) this firſt myſtical 
Canaan, or earthly Feruſalem-ſtate z and fo, a call into it, even into 
the righteous, cleans'd Life and State of their own Nature. Thoſe 
that refuſe deliverance out of their polluted, dead (tate of Nature, do, 
by this additional evil, to their Hereditary Diſeaſe and Pollution from 
Adam, pull the juſt charge of that original Sin, upon their own guil- 
ty heads, as delighting in it,and chuling it, in preference to any thing 
of the righteous life of Nature, Adam had, before his fall. They 
render themſelves literal Sodoxr, incorrigibly and therefore unpar- 
donably wicked,to whom belongs the vengeance of eternal fire,(Jude7,) 
as the meet recompence of ſuch errour, Rom. 1. 26, 27. Will they rec- 
kon it too hard, eternal puniſhment ſhould be brought upon them 
in Hell, for a little ſhort brutiſh pleaſure, upon Earth ? In this alſo 
they greatly err, not conſidering, that their unchangeable enmity to 
God, deſerv's his unchangeable Wrath upon them.Thus,Man dies be- 
fore his time, chuſcs his ſtate of death and pollution, when he might 
receive the fairly offer d Righteous Life of his own Law-Spirit of 
Nature, againz after which, yet,he may die eternally, if he refule, by 
the right death and ſacrifice of that, to receive eternal Life, in God's 
Goſpel-Spirit of Grace. But, as an enemy of all Righteouſneſs, or 
Righteous Life, God's and Man's too, does he turn that but cha 
ably dead ſtate of Nature, he was born in, into a ſtate of unchange- 
able, eternal death; a latter end worſe then his beginning, worle then 
that changeable, curable, recoverable ſtate of death, he was born in, 
Such brutified monſters will not admit any thing of the leaſt tenden- 
cy towards their Deliverance or Salvation ; not any thing towards 


vhc-rendring them clean ſacrifices to God, ina reſtor'd firſt-Covenant 
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Life, in order to receive his life, in the ſecond. By this over-plus of 
wickedneſs, does man haſten his own eternal ruine. If he hate the 
Righteouſneſs of zwar,that he has ſeen, much more does he hate the more 
excellent, ſpiritual, new-Creature, everlaſting Rigt:teouſne(s of God 3 
and much more yet, the infinite and eternal Righteouſneſs of the very 
Divinity, that he has not ſeen (1 Joh. 4. 20. ) As (till more and morz 
above, and contrary to the vile affections and luſts of his brutitied 
{|f-polluting Nature. Eternal death is the undeniably juſt recom- 
pence of all that finally refuſe to ſubmit to the Lord's declared terms, 
for their receiving eternal lite, whether they be found in corrupt or 
righteous Nature 3 whether *Publicans and Harlots,common Sinners of 
the Gentiles;or Righteous Scribes and Phariſees,profeſling firſt-Cove- 
nant Jews, or Chriſtian Gentiles. So have we the ſence, in which 
theſe two verſes, 16th & 17th, are ſpoken to two ſorts of Men, pro- 
fellors and profane ; one periſhing by being over-mnch righteows 3 the 
other, by being over-mmch wicked, The former will needs have his 
Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom,to be everlaſting and unchangeable(above 
al beyond all that God has ever written or ſpoken of it) crying, Peace, 
peace, to himſelf and others therein, as entitled thereby,to eternal life 
and peace, in and with God. All this, m a perte& contrariety to all 
God's Declarations, Counſels and Warnings, about it. So, they love 
and delight in, what, Chriſt makes the hating, parting with, and death 
of, undiſpenfably neceſſary to their being ſaved. Eternal death is the 
meet recompence of ſuch errour, finally | —__ in. As forthe over- 
much-wicked ( ver. 17. ) he ſinks himſclt into a far worſe condition, 
then left in by his firſt Parents. So come they both, to a latter end, 
worſe than their beginning, eternal darkneſs and death, Theſe two 
forts of incorrigible ſinners, myſtical and literal Sodomites, bring upore 
themſelves ſwift deſtruttion,by denying the Lord that bought them, bee. 
2.1.) One denying or refuling to receive him,ſo muchas in his firſt ; 
the other, in his ſecond or new-Covenant life. And, of the two, the 
myſtical Sodomite will have the worſt on't, forever, under the wrath 
to come 5 Mat. 11. 24. 


X x 2 Verſe 18. 
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* Vetſ. 19. Ir 3s good that thou ſhould ſt take hold of this 5 yea alſo, from 


this withdraw not thine hand: for, he that feareth God, ſhall come 
forth of them all, 


The good, we ſhould take hold or Jay hands on, 1s Chriſt's new. 
creation life of Truth, the abſolute unchangeable-good thing, that's 
to be ſought and purc! as'd, at any rate 3 ſold or parted with, at no 
rate ; *Prov. 23.23. Satan bad his higheſt (il the Kingdoms of this 
World, and Glory of them ;, all firſt-creation exccllencies, humane and 
angelical,and that,as transform'd into the gilded likeneſs ofthe ſecond 
to purchale the life of Truth, out of Chriſt's own hands. How Chriſt 
handled him, we find, Mat. 4. Lak. 4. But, he prevails with a World 
of profeſſors, that have put their hand to the Goſpel-Plough, (as brought 
by Goſpel conviction-Light to ſee their concern, in running down 
Narture, at beſt) to look back, ( Luk. 9.6 2.) to his firlt-creation offers, 
withdraw their hands from, and turn their backs upon Chriſt and his 
Kingdom-Spirit ( with the bewitch'd Galatians, Gal.3.1,-3.& 5. 7,8.) 
which alone could ſecure them from the deſtruction, the over-much 
righteousor wicked, come to. That dungy-life, *Paul quitted (on 
many hold faſt, unto damnation) are we to withdraw our hand from, 
and let go our hold of, in order to lay hold on that unchangeab! 
good thing, that is eternal Salvation. Thoſe, that having begun in t 
Goſpel-ſpirit, withdraw their hand from that Goſpel-plough or croſs 
upon their cleans'd enlightn'd natural Spirit, and return to the loye 
of.and ſelf-deceiving confidence in their holy fleſþ (or righteous Law- 
life of their rcſtor'd Nature) are in a dangerous way towards final 
Apoſtacy, and Damnation. *Paxl found the bewitch'd Galatians, not 
ſo abſolutely gone, as to Icave no room for his Goſpel-endeavours 
and interceſſions, towards their recovery ; Gal.4. 19. But, many, af 
tex Goſpel-convittions (owning and following Goſpel-Truths, for a 
ſc: ſon) play falſe, and turn final Apoſtates ; ſel] Chriſt's Goſpel-ſpirit; 
for their holy Law-tleſh; take off their hand, and let go their hold of 

Chriſt's Spirit of Truth, for Satan's Spirit of lies, on his engaging to 
advance them in their own nature, will, and way after their own 
heart, Such oft become has maſt pregnant, eminently accompliſh'd 
lnftruments, to oppoſe thoſe very Goſpel-Truths, that, for a ſeaſon, 
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they profels'd and own'd. They Ns ety part with, or ſell Chriſt, 
his Goſpel Spirit of Truth, (and his great Salvation, therein offer'd 
them) for themſelves, or their holy fleſh, reſtor'd Nature, the De- 
vil, and Damnation. They part with Chriſt's great Spiritual, Goſpel- 
Pearl, for their leſſer natural, after they had agreed to (and vow'd) 
the parting with all, for that one thing neceſſary. They'l not ſtand 
to their new-covenant bargain 3 not go through, as to the coſt for a 
new building, the utter | cect Fr of their old. They'l not part 
with all their old things, for Chriſt's new. They like them not fo 
well. So, hold faſt what they have, and loſe all; whereas they that 
obediently loſe all they have, find all again with »ſary, in what the 
others refuſe 3 Mar. 16. 25. After all fair warning of this, thus they 
do, What ay 2 To begin in the Spirit, and finally apoſtatize to a 
falſe confidence for Salvation, i the fleſh, fits Men for the hotteſt Hell, 
the greateſt portion of Wrath, for evermore. This expoſes ſuch bid- 
ders at the new-building, to everlaſting derifion and contempt z Lak, 
14.28,—30. When Men have yielded, a little, to croſs-work ; ſuf- 
ferd ſomething of the old building to be pull'd down, (Gal. 3. 4.) 
Stood the ſhock of ſome reproach from ſcorners, for it z and then, 
are offer'd by Satan, not only to be repaird and made whole again, 
as ever, but alſo to have their old natural firſt-creation building rais'd 
higher, and made larger,and wider (by the ſuper-additions of ſupe» 
riour angchical excellencies and brightneſles, of the ſame firſt-creati- 
on ſort, with their humane) they are willing to take this for the right 
new-building, for the Kingdom of God; the true Goſpel-ſtate. When 
Satan has them, at this lock, in this ſnare, he lays his confirming paws 
upon them, fixing them in unchangeable enmity to the very Goſpel 
Life and Spirit, in which any can be ſaved, orever could. They are 
then fully engaged in the [iz againſt the holy Ghoſt, or Goſpel-Spirit of 
Truth, beyond retreat, leaving no place for repentancez Heb. 6.4,--6. 
& 10. 26,27. This get all ſuch Eſax's, by greedily catching at Satan's 
firſt-creation morſel, in preference to Chriſt's offer'd new-creation 
birth-right ; Heb.12.16,17. They let go Chriſt's new-creation all things, 
for Satan's glittering gilded firſt-creation nothings, periſhing vanitiesz 
Chriſt's heavenly, tor his earthly things ; duſt, the old Serpent's diet 3 
Ger. 3.14. This trade, many thouſands have drivcn,and do drive, in 
this World, to their eternal ruine, in the next. There's no helping 
| | them 
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them that will notbehelp'd. Finally to refuſe. the things of God, forthe 
things of Man and Devil,deliberately,on a fair view of both,is unpar- 
donable folly.They ſee how matters go, on all hands;ſce what they re. 
faſe,and for what ; ſo their ſin remaims,upon them, for ever, as Chriſt 
told the Phariſees 3 Joh. 9.40,41. They that refuſe to,part with their 
earthly life,as dumg(Phil.3. 8.) tor Chriſt's heavenly, wall perifh as their 
own dung, for ever; Job. 20.7. All fading firſt-creation Vanities, are 
dung to Chrſt's heavenly, ſpiritual things, things of God, offer'd, by a 
new-Creation. The beſt ſervices in their own lite, on this fatal miſ. 
carriage, will he ſpread as dung, upon their faces, Mal. 2.3. To with- 
draw their hand trom Chriſt's offers,to _ with and accept $- 
tan's, is a drawing back to perdition 3 Heb. 10.39. This, Solomoy 
warns againſt ; farther declaring, he that fears God, fhall come forth of 
them all ;, (hall eſcape out of all fin, all evil company, and ways, eve- 
ry evil path, that myſtical Sodomrites are in (ver. 16.) or literal, zer.17, 
He ſhall be delivered from the prefumptuous, unpardonable fin of 
both and all, a fixure in their differing evil ways of death, and be 
finally deliver d and acquitted, as toall his other (ins, onthe death 
of the guilty ſinner, the evil-doer, in him. He ſhall ſurmount all fins 
and ſinners, come out of all litera] or myſtical Sodomnes and Sodowntes, 
in corrupt, or righteous Nature ; and fo partake of none of their plagues, 
under final Wrath ; Rev. 18.4. 2 Cor. 6.17. The Saint is highly con- 
cern'd to watch and fight againſt the Belial-party in him, fiefþ (or 
nature, corrupt or righteous )with the affettions and luſis, that war 
£ainſt his own Soul 5, Gal. 5.24. 1 Pet. 2. 11. What Satan backs and 
cﬀers to gratify, ſupport, and cheriſh in Saints, are they conſtantly 
to fight againſt, oppoſe, crols, impoveriſh, and run down to death, 
If they not only live but walk in Chrift's Goſpel Spirit, wherein he 
will judg the World (and they, with him) thus will they do. They! 
judg the World within them their worldly natural Spirit, now; pak 
ſentence of death upon it, jn harmony of their ſpiritual. mind; with 
Chriſt; and as workers with him, joyn m the ſpeedy carrying on the 
cxecution of it, leſt Satan ſet or fix their heart in thews to do evil (Eccl, 
8.11.) in unchangeable union with him. Al, that by Chriſt's Spirit 
in them, mortify the luſts and deeds of therr body, or natural ſtate, will 
live, for ever, with him; in his ſpiritual. Row. 8.13, The right deatlt 
of what's expos'd to all ſnares, deaths, and enemies attacks, delivers 
| ; Out 
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life and obedience is compleated ; 2 Cor. 10. 4,——6, 
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out of, and from them all ; from all ſhares of Satan, on the right and 
kft hand (calculated to the ſelf-intereſt, palate, and deſire of Na- 
ture, in the corrupt or righteous life and principles thereof?) in order 
to lodg all he can, in unchangeable enmity to God, with hinrelf. 
God warns all ſorts of Sinners, as to Satan's various ſnares ; if there- 
fore caught therein, 'tis at their own peril. Their deſtruSion is ſingly 
of themſelves by their own choice 5 Ezek. 3. 17,—21. Prov. 8. 36. 


Verſ. 19. Wiſdom ſtrength'neth the wiſe, more then ten mighty Mer 
which are in the City. 


The Wiſdom or living Word of God, the Goſpel-Spirit of Chriſt, 
makes all the truly wiſe partakers thereof, Spiritual Saints, ſtronger 
and wiſer too, then all that's found in the firſt-creation-ſtate of 
Men and Angels; 1 Foh.4. 4. This new-creature-wiſdom of God, by 
which the Worlds were made (Gen. 1.1. Jo. 1.1,—3. Col. 1. 15-19. 
Heb. 1. 2.) Whereſoever it 1s, or in whomſoever, admits no compa- 
nſon of any firſt-Creation Power, Glory, or Excellencies, with it. 
Prov. 3. 13,—19. 2 Cor. 3. 10. The evil Angels, with their Lucife- 
rian head, as the ſupream inviſible *Principalities, Powers, and Rulers 
of this dark, World, may fitly be repreſented by the ter mighty Mer, 
in the univerſal City, Province or Dominion thereof; The truly wiſe 
Saint, in the Life, Light, Strength, Power, and Armour of God, 
can diſcover all the devices, and vanquiſh all the power, the myſtical 
Goliah and his Philiſtine Army can come forth againſt him, with. 
True Spiritual Davids, in the new name and power of the Lord, 
will be too hard for them all; will be more then conquerours over 
the whole incorporated firſt-creation City of evil Angels and Men. 
Their weapons are ſpiritual and mighty through God to beat down the 
City,and ſtrongeſt forts thereof,about the ears of the rebellious defen- 
dants, that have fortified themſelves, againſt the mew Feruſalens Ci- 
ty of God. The enemy has none but carnal weapons, fleſhly Wiſdom, 
Power, Strength and Arms, periſhing Vanities. Saints, with ſpiritual, 
will tumble down all their ſtrong holds and every high thing, that exalts 
it ſelf, againſt God and them. They have in a readineſs, Power to re- | 
wenge all ſuch diſobedience of Man and Angel, wher their own Goſpel- 


Verl, 20. 


( 352 ) 


Verſ. 20. For, there is not 4 juſt man npon earth, that doth good, an4 
ſenneth not. 


This confirm's what is ſaid, v. 19. There's not one man amongſt 


all men, in their earthy, firſt-creation life and wiſdom, at beſt, with- 
out fin, in God's ſight. Yea, their higheſt righteouſneſs and wiſdom, 
oppos'd to God's,are the moſt criminal wickedneſs and folly. There' 
ronetruly righteous, among them all ; 0, not one. None, in their 
earthly ſpirit,or natural ſtate,corrupt or righteous,underſtands or ſeeks 
after God, in his ſpiritual, new-creation lite. So, are they all, unprof- 
table to themſelves as to true blefiedneſs, becauſe not one of them 
does that good, in God's fight, that's of any conducibleneſs or ten- 
dency thereunto. They rebel _— ( {well with indignation and 
deſpite to ) his offer'd Spirit of Grace, wherein alone, any can ever 

leaſe him, or be ſaved. Their throat is an open Sepulcher, to belch out 

laſphemies, threatnings ard ſlaughter againſt it, or any that own or 
talk of it, in its own words and wiſdom. Their tongues are deceitful the 
poiſon of Aſps is under their lips ;, their mouth is fon of curling and bit- 
terneſs, againlt it ; their feet are ſwift to ſhed the blood of any that de- 
Clare it. From Cain downwards, to the end of this World, Satan's 
reign, and man's day, all's of a piece 3 one uniform ſpirit of contra- 
diction to, and rebellion againſt the Spirit of God, and all its words, 
DeſtruFion and miſery are in their way's : and the way of peace have they 
-0t known. They have no fear of God before their ezes. Yet, flatter they 
themſelves, as true fearers of God, at peace with him, and in the very 
way to Salvation. If good words, fair ſpeeches, and moſt dulufive elf 
pleaſing imaginations will do't, they are in a fair way to blefſednels, 
while they are ſerving their own belly, gratifying their own luſt and de- 


fire, in dire& enmity to God, Chriſt, all Goſpel-Saints and Truths; 


Rom. 16. 18. They cry peace, peace, to themſelves and others, where 
there's no peace; and ſay, the Lord ſaith, when *tis Satan and their own 
lying ſpirit of divination ſaith fo 5 Ezek. 13.6,--10. They have net known 
Cor cver ſet foot in) the way of peace with God, but Satan's way of 
enmity tohim. And, inall this, with their leader, are they bold, cor- 
fident,and fearlcſs 3 behave themſelves. as Satans Children of pride,witls 
out fear 5 Rom. 3: 9,-- 18. Job 41. 33, 34. There's not a juſt man Loar 
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Earth { 1n the reſtor'd rights life ft image of the earthy) that 
ſtmneth not. There's not a man, perfe&ly free from filth of fleſh, the 
vile affections of the corrupt ſpirit of nature; and filth of ſpirit, or 
enmity to God, and his Spirit of Grace, is inſeparable from the moſt 
reſtor'd righteous life of Nature, ſince the Fall. Only, by the perfe&t 
death of the ſpirit of Nature,under the Croſs, can this enmity be (lain 
andutterly aboliſh'd out of any man. So, there's a very great mixture 
of (in, in any poſtible fading good, found in, or performable by 
man, 1n his higheſt renewal. Enmity to God lurksunder all their feir 
ſhews in holy fleſh, form of Godlineſs, righteouſneſs of man. This ſpoil's 
all, The perpetually finning life of Nature, utterly aboliſh'd by 
death, and the never-finning-life of God's Spirit of Grace, ſet up in 
the room thereof, can render any man trulyand fully juſt, in God's 
fight. He that's ſo dead,ceaſes, or, 7s freed from all ſin, & juſtified before 
God,for ever,in a newneſs of life,that's above all death ; 1Pet.4.1.R 
6&7 
Verl. 21. Alſo, take no heed unto all words that are ſpoken :, leſt 
thou hear thy Servant'curſe thee. | 


In letter, here's a prudent walking, requir'd, by not troubling ones 
ſelf, with regarding (or harbouring any revengeful thoughts againſt 
others, for their) injurious words. But, as the chief intendment, is 
advice here given to the ſpiritual wife Man, as to his deportment to- 
wards the natural, in his own perfon, made clean, wiſe, aud righte- 
ous, in fir{t-creation principles. The ſpiritual is to take heed to any 
words or doctrine, proceeding from this natural (fo as to follow the 
direction or counſel of its fallible wiſdom and judgment, about 
things pertaining to God, and his own Salvation) leſt he hear this 
natural Servant, that would fain be diftating and ruling, asa Maſter, 
curſe the ſpiritual, Heaven-born Son, in him. *Paxt, on his Goſfpel- 
converſion, immediately,conferr'd not with fleſh and blood, (Gal. 1. 16:) 
lean'd not to, but turn'd from his own underſtanding, and own'd the 
infallible ſpirit of the Sox of God, for his Counſeller, and the dire# 
of his paths 5 Prov.3. 5,6. | BE 

t. Leſt thou hear thy Servant curſe thee, Here's the 'reaſon, for this 
advice. The natural onght to be an'obe._}ient ſervant to the ſpiritual 
man, in the Saint, as its diftatour and ruler 3 but oft, preſumes to 

Yy uſurp 


uſurp the authority of its Maſter, pretending to an infallibility in its 
judgment,and ſo, fit to be obey'd by the whole Man. Burt, the words 


of his Wiſdom, thwarting the Counſel, Doctrine and words of the - 


ſpiritual, it follow's, the ſaid natural Man will be apt to curſe, blaſ- 
pheme or ſpeak evilly, of all the right- words of the ſpiritual. Theſe 
words of the rebellious, contradicting Servant, or Woman, againſt 
its ſpiritual Lord,Maſter and Husband, is the ſpiritual Man 1n the 
Saint, not to heed; nor follow the falſe reaſonings thereof, againſt 
his ſpiritual mind. If he do, it will breed great diſturbance and con- 
fuſion to him. By a perverſe miſ-interpreting the Methods of God's 
Wiſdom, in his dealings with them and others, in this world, and its 
falſe concluſions there-from, will it raiſe a ſore, troubleſome com- 
buſtion and tumult, in him 3 P/al. 73.1,-14. When the ſpiritual. Man 
recover's it ſelf.it does,in Chriſt's Heavenly Sanitnary-light, render all 
welliand quiet, again, by its infallible diſcerning, arguings, and con- 
cludings. And, it diſcovers the natural diſputer of this World, ign0- 
nant and fooliſh as a beaſt, unfit for the debating or rightly judging 
ſuch matters, between God and them; v.15,—22. So Fer.12, 1,3, 
and 20. 7,9. 


Verſ. 22, For often-tizres alſo, thine own heart knoweth, that thou thy 


ſelf likewiſe haſt curſed others. 


Others-; that 1s, the Spiritual Man in other Saints, while and when 
in but the ſingle attivityand exerciſe of thy natural. Paxl, while in 
his legal-ſpirited, cleans'd, righteous nature, was of a perfe&ly con- 
trary judgment to Goſpel-Saints, about Salvation, and all things, re- 
latingor conducing to it. Hence, did he blaſpheme Goſpel-Truths, 
and perfecute the Declarers and Owners thereof. So has the Saint this 
farther argumentative Conſideration, for quiet bearing contradiftion 
to, and perſecution for his Goſpel-Doctrine 3 not only, becauſe 
Chriſt, that never (inn'd, did patiently bear it 3(Heb.1 2.3.) but, be- 
cauſe himſelf, before Goſpel-Converſion, contradicted, blaſphem'd 
and perſecuted others, on the ſelf-fame account. Peter's natural man 
(before the ſpiritual Seed was waken'd in him,or known to him)very 
confidently joyn'd with Satan,in that ſeeming friendly advice and re- 
buke to his Maſter 5 Be it far from thee, Lord : this ſhall not be unto 


thee ; 
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'#hee; that is, pure nature in thee ſhall not die. Chriſt rebuk'd his re- 


bukers, Peter and the Devil, as an offence to him, for being offended 
at that Croſs and Death, which by God's appointment, is to be 
brought upon the natural-ſtate of all Men and Angels, firſt or laſt, 
in Love or final Wrath. "Twas the felt-ſlame Dottrine, the Serpent 
preach'd to Eve, and, by her, to the firſt Adam. Te, ſhull not die at 
all; this ſhall not be unto you. Ye have a life, above all danger of death, 
in your natural fir{t-creation make, and firſt-Covenant life or ſtate. 
The Devil was unchangeably fix'd in enmity to the Croſs upon Na- 
ture : *Peter, not (o ; her, beguil'd as Eve, ( 2Cor.11.3. ) unawares. 
Job, while in the ſingle afivity of his decaying natural man, under 
the Croſs, multiplied words without knowledg, walk'd in company with 
wicked men, enemies of the Croſs-diſpenſation he was under. Yea, he 
added rebellion to his ſin, clapp'd his hands, and multiplied his words 
againſt God.Job 34.7,-9.& 35--37.and 35. 2,3,--16.The natural man 
is an offence to the ſpiritual, becauſe offended at the doctrine of the 
ſpiritual, in others, and in the Saint himſelf, There's juſt ground for 
the ſpiritual to be offended at the words of the natural man's wiſdom, 
about Salvation. The natural, withoutany juſt cauſe, is offended at 
the ſpiritual, for the words of God's Wiſdom. Satan and the natural 
man, in the Saint himſelf, are of the ſame mind, judgment, and pa- 
late, in this great Caſe. Neither of them ſavour,but hate all the Eter- 
nal, Divine, Spiritual, Goſpel-Things or Truths of Chriſt and God. 
They are, only, for the old, temporal, fading firſt-creation life, wiſ- 
dom, and things of Angel or Mar, periſhing vanities. This whole 
Controverſy is clearly diſcover'd and ſtated, by Chriſt himſelf 5 Mar: 
16, 21,--26. The natural man, or ſpirit of the Saint, in the ſingle 
judgment and voice thereof, is the foe of his own houſe, the falſe friend 
in bis own boſomr, that's not to be liltned to, or truſted, in this greateſt 
Concern and Caſe. The ſecret of the New-Covenant, even the re- 
quired death and loſs of the changeable,womaniſh ſtate of Nature,in 
the old,or firſt,is to be kept from her; Mic.7.5,6. The ſpiritual Manſhould 
ſbut out,or exclude his natural,when ke retires into his Cloſet to pray,and 
treat with Chriſt, about the death of the natural. For, if that be ad- 
mitted any ſhare ia prayer, it will ask axziſs, even the ſparing its own 
life, and what may nouriſh and gratiie the laſts thereof, whether in 
ts corrupt or righteous ſtate, lth of Jef or ſpirit. Tt will never vote 
| F-.0 or 
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or ask aright, any thing of God, in Prayer. The thought and voice 
thereof, is to be rebuk'd and rejected, as well as Satan himſelf, with 
a get thee bekind me ; ſtand off, Nothing but death will fully ſilence, 
the croſs-delire of Nature to the Spiritual Croſs. *Tis the love of 
God, thereforc, brings the croſs upon it, and the highly concerning 
duty of the Saint, to yeild obedience to it. No other way, to be fa- 
ved. Paul, when a holy Law-Man, gladly receiv'd the ſentence of 
death within him, on his righteous natural ſtate, 2 Cor.1.9. Gal. 6. 14. 
All the thoughts, deſires, and words of the natural man, 1n the Saint 
or others, are to be ſuſpe&ed and rejected by the ſpiritual 5 not re- 
garded or liſtned to, cither as to its counſcl, or curſing the contrary- 
minded ſpiritual. Sometime or other, 'twill be at this work. For, tis 
flat againſt all the thoughts and words of the ſpiritual, in its preaching 
or prayer. 'Tis the carnal or fleſhly-wrinded enemy to God and the ſpy 
ritual, /uſting again3t the Spirit of Chriſt, in himſelf; and againſt the 
ſpiritual mind thereof, in the Saint himſelf. Gal.5.17. The carnal mind 
of enmity to God, finally follow'd, i cternal death to man ; Rom. 8, 
6,-8. It enviouſly Iuits again$t the ſpiritual mind (Jam. 4.5.) is diredly 
contrary to it, in all its thoughts, deſires, and affections, luſts, and 
motions ; labours, might and main, to hinder what that would beat ; 
aud further what that 1s againſt, and hates 5 Rom. 7. 15. Out of the 
Saint's mouth ( by reaſon of the untamed, or not fully crucified un- 
equal Yoke-fellow, his natural mind or man) proceed's bleſſzng and 
cnrfags Jam.3. 9,10. The ſpiritual bleſſes God, the Father 5 the natu- 
ral curſes the ſpiritual man, 1n Men, that's made after the Supream new- 
creature image or {imilitude of God, in Chrilt's Perſon ; the image 
of the Heavenly Adam. The reſtor'd natural man may (and ought to) 

leſs God, for his mercifully reſtor'd righteous Law-lite, as eftc&ual- 
ly call'd out of his corrupt ſtate z but when by God's ſecond voice, 
or Hcavenly call, ſummon'd to deliver up all that, back again, for 
a ſpiritual and more excellent life 5 he curſes, rebell's againſt, and 
blaſphemes this Goſpel-voice, iis heavenly Call, all the words and 
things'or truths of God's Goſpel-ſpirit and Wiſdom. On theſe vari 
ous accounts, proceed Bleſſing and Curſirg, tor a.time, out of the ſime 
mouth of the Saint. But others, in their reſtor'd Nature , fixi 
them{clves in enmity to God's Spirit. of Grace, go on curling, a 
blaſphcming, to eternal death. W736 Goſpel-Brethren theſe things ought 
10 
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wot ſo to bez nor will always be ſo, When the envious, ſpiteful Cur- 


ſer and Blaſphemer, the Belial-party, the Infidel or unbelieving Re- 
bel, in the Saint, the natural man or ſpirit, is fully crucified, dead 
and buried, and then rais'd into unchangeable harmony of mind with 
his ſpiritual 3 and fo, with Chriſt and God moſt high 3 then, all ſuch 
curfing-work will ceaſe, for ever. Butztill af old thirgs,viith Man's old 
life of nature, are paſs'd away from the Saint, and all God'3 new things, 
fully compleated 1n him, has, even he, need enough of this advice, 
not to heed the Countels, per verſe thoughts, reafonings, curſings or 
evil-ſpeakings of the natural ſpirit, in himſelf or others, againſt the 
whole Goſpcl-Doctrine of the Croſs, and only way of Salvation. Let 
it bark and make what noiſe it will, they ſhould regard none of its 
thoughts, luſts, words, or ways, ſo as {infully to comply with or fol- 
low it 3 but flight, turn from, and avoid, as much as in them lies, 
this troubler, oppoler, and hinderer of their ſpiritual tnind,till whol- 
ly cut off, and taken out of the way. 


Verſ. 23. All this have T proved by Wiſdom : I ſaid 1 will be wiſe; bnt, 


it was far from me. 


The Wiſdom, by which, Soloxror examin'd,found out, and proved 
the truth of all things, could be no leſs then the ſpiritual, new-crea- 
ture Wiſdom of God. In this, he ſaw all things, divine, ſpiritual and 
natura], 1n their diſtinct differing excellencies and perfections. So 
could he. call all things by their right names,and give their true diſcri- 
minating characters. This 1s the peculiar priviledg of the ſpiritual 
Man's underſtanding 3 1 Cor. 2.10, 15. Solomon, 1n this, did, with his 
Father David, ſee all natural firſt-creation things of Man and Angel, 
at laſt, to be altogether vanity; Pal. 39. 5,6. The wiſdom of Man, at 
beſt, is the wrangling diſputer of this World, about, and againſt all 
things of God, 1n the next. *'Tis the contradifting blaſphemer of all 
ſuch things, abſolutely denying the very Goſpel-ſpirit, life, and prir- 
ciple of the next. *'Tis the wi/dowr from beneath, earthly, ſenſual or natu- 
ral, and, it fix'd in, deviliſh ( Jam. 3.15.) the unchangeable-enemy, 
and oppoſer of God's Wiſdom, and all the words thereof, in true. 
Saints, The natural undertaker in ſuch} Wiſdom, to debate matters 


of Salvation, things of Ged, 1s the untreatable, unreaſonable man, Pl 
deſir'd 
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deſe'd to be delivered from; 2 Theſ:3, 2. A ſelt-confident Man, utteily 
denying the very Goſpel-Principle (or Spirit of Chriſt, the Saint 
rocky toundation) in defence of his ſandy, is unreaſonably burthen. 
ſome to the Saint, when intruding to diſcourſe Goſpel-matters, which 
he knows nothing of. Emnvying, ſtrife, confuſion, tumult or unquietneſ 
and every miſchievous eril thing or work; what elſe can come on') 
Jar. 3. 16.*2 Tir.2. 16,17, Here's the reſult of all ſuch diſcourk 
and engagement. The quarrelling worldly Diſputant,diſcourſes in 
choler : gocs away, full of Wrath,meditating revenge on the ſpiritual 
Saint, for his croſs-do@rine. Such Swine, ravenous Wolzes, and poi. 
ſonous vipers, Chriſt adviſes Saints, not to caſt Goſpel-Pearls or Truths, 
before. But,where the wiſe man ſuſped's and queltion's his fitneſs, in 
ſuch wiſdom, to judg of ſuch matters, the cale is altered, He may 
hopefully be dealt with, in ſuch affairs. 

In the latter clauſe of this verſe, Solomron ſpeaks of another ſtate 
and wiſdom, he had bin eminent in; the wiſdom of Man, diſtin 
from that, wherein he had proved all things. What he happily, at 
laſt, found in the Spiritual Wiſdom of God, he had bin luccelsleſsly 
and vainly ſecking, long before, in the wiſdom of man,tho' taller then 
his fellows there. [ ſaid, 1 will be wiſe, but it was far from me. True 
Wiſdom was far from me, as-wiſe as I thought my 1elf. All eternal, 
divine, ſpiritual, heavenly, moſt excellent, concerning things and 
truths, lay clear out the reach and comprehenlton of that earthly 
wiſdom, as far as the Heavens are above the Earth. 


Ver. 24. That which is far .off,. and exceeding deep, who can find 


it out 2 


How ſhould the ſhallow, weak-ſighted, low; earthly wiſdom of 
Man, ever find out the exceeding deep, high, remote, divine and 
creature-tEings of the wiſdom of God, that are all ſpiritual, heavenly, 
and from above ? Goſpel-things and Truths, »:y/teries of the Kingdom 
of God, lic in adepthunfathomable at adiſtance,never tobe reach'd 
by the utmoſt line of natural, firſt-creation underſtanding. They are 
ſpiritually diſcern'd, (1 Cor. 2.14.) Or by new-creation underſtand- 
ing,only. Man, in his beſt wiſdom,bid's at an abſolute impoſlibility, 
Brute beaſts, in meer ſenſual life, may as well, it not better, bid 


at 
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at the rational things of Mar, as of nearer kin to their things, (all of 
the firſt-creation ſort, natural ) then the ſpiritual things of God, are, 
tothe natural Manand his rational, intellectual things. And, when 
Man has thus preſumptuouſly pitch'd upon things, beyond the reach. 
of his own wildom, he is ready to complain of and diſpute againſt 
God, that he has reſcrv'd things of higheſt concern to him, out of 
his ſight; all ſpiritual, heavenly, new-creation things, Wiſdom, Life 
and all, in which found; Row. 10.6, 7. This does Man, in ſtead of: 
yiclding to the terms of receiving that wiſdom (wherein he might 
reach,ſce or know a/ things the loſs of his own; Life, and all. All 
ſpiritual things or truths are hidden, ſeal'd up myſteries, from the 
moſt ſoaring, ſearching capacity of man, in firſt-creation wiſdom. 
The Scriptures are 4 Book ſeaF'd,as to all the ſpiritual truths thereof, 
from the higheſt wiſdom of Man; 1/a. 29. 11.The profefling learned 
Jews; yea, the very Apoſtles knew not what to make of Chriſt's. 
Goſpel-words, New-covenant doGtrine,while they were but in old or 
firſt-Covenant Wiſdom. The Bread [I give, is my fleſh, ſays Chriſt. How: 
can this be 2 ſay the Jews; Joh.6.51,52. A hard ſaying, who can hear 
(or underſtand )it 2 ſay his very Diſciples; ver.60.So, when he ſpoke 
of his Sufferings,and Reſurrection ; 4 /ittle while,and ye ſhall not ſee meg 
viz. as a fleſhly Bridegroom; again, alittle while, and je ſhall ſee, and 
know me, viz. as a ſpiritual one, in my Reſurrefion-Life ( AQ. 2. 
I,,—4.) which was the promiſe of the Father, AC&. 1. 4. What's this, he 
ſays? ſay his Diſciples.We cannot tell what ke ſays,or means; Joh. 16.16,- 
18. Such myſterious things or words, do abſolutly ror-plus Man's. 
wiſdom. It knows not what in the world, to make of them. Hence, 
man thinks, or ſays in his heart, Who ſhall aſcend to Heaven, to bring 
down Chriſt to me,n that new-creation Life and Wiſdom,you talk of, 
that's above my underſtanding, and out of the reach of my Wiſdom? 
Vain Man ſuſpects not his own wiſdom, as to its ſuthciency, for-the 
reaching any thing that concerns him and ſo, concludes, all the ſpi- 
ritual, heavenly Truths and myſteries, the Saint ſpeaks of, are juſt 
nothing. So, all the ſpiritual ſenſe of Scripture, all Goſpel-Truth 
is rejected, to a tittle. The death and loſs of that firſt-covenant life, 
wiſdom, and all the things thereof, for the Life, Wiſdom, and things 
of God, in the ſecond, 1s the only way for man to underſtand all the 
myſteries of the Kingdom of Ged, the whole counſel of God, the methods 
of 


60 ) 
of his Wiſdom, and Es his infinite Underſtanding,abowt 
the Salvation of his Creatures. The death of Man's Law-{pirit of 
nature, at beſt, and reſurre&tion into Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit of Grac, 
1s the only way, by which he can erter ito, or ſo much as ſee the King. 
dom of God, and things thereof; Joh. 3. 3,5. The loſs of a firſt-cove. 
nant Wiſdom, Life and all ; the becoming 4 Fool there, with Paul, a 
no-body, is the only- way to that Wiſdom, wherein to ſee and 
know all things; 1 Cor.3. 18. & 4. 10. Solomon then, charges himſelf 
with that fooliſh thought (many are guilty of, who are far inferiour 
to what he had bin in that natural wiſdom) wherein he ſaid, I will ke 
wiſe, or {hall find this Wiſdom of mine, able to reach and compre. 
hend all things. By Spiritual Wiſdom, that can ſo do, does he diſco- 
ver and judg the former over-weening thought of his natural, that 
never could. 'Tis in ſpiritual, new-Creation life and wiſdom, Man 
or Angel, ever could, can, or will truly fee their eternal concerns, 
or be ſaved. Man's wiſdom is bounded with firſt-Creation-vanitie, 
periſhing ſhadows, only, for obje&. Here's his walk, to and fro,zn the 
Earth, among carthly ſhadows of heavenly, ſubſtantial things. 


Verl. 25. I applied mine heart, to know, and to ſearch, and to ſeek out 
Wiſdom, and the reaſon of things ; and to know the wickedneſs of folly, 
even of fooliſhneſs and madneſs, 


Solomon, here, by way of confirmation to what he had ſaid (2.24,) 
offers his own certain experience of the utter impoſſibility of reach- 
ing and diſcerning new-creation Life, Wiſdom, and things of God, 
in the ſingle firſt-creation life and underſtanding of Man. Few, if a- 
ny, travel and reach fo far, in this Wiſdom, as he had, through a ſu- 
per-eminency therein. And, as to the inſufficiency of his own wit- 
dom, however great (1 King 4.29,—34.) For direding his ſteps, 
and ordering his converſation aright, betore God ; this did ſufficiently 
appear, by his falling again, under the prevailing luſts and wile affedi- 
ons of the very corrupt ſpirit of Nature, in him. He did ſet his heart, 
toexpcrience the wickednef of Folly, even of fooliſhneſs and madneſs, 1 
dire& oppolition to his own wiſdom and rational Light. He gave 
up himſelf to all extravagancies, in brutiſh pleaſures. And, he found 
ſuch wickedneſs, folly; and fuch fooliſhneſs, downright madneſs. P. 
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walk'd contrary to all _ or Wiſdom of Man, in Heathen, firſt- 
Covenant Jew or Chriſtian. He fed, with the Prodigal, on bucks 
(among Satan's Swine, the common herd of brutified finners, liter- 
al Sodom, Egypt and Babylon) the loweſt part of the duſt of this world 
(things below the Serpent's own angelical belly, deſire, appetite; or 
palate 3 affording only ſuch pleaſure, as is common to brute Beaſts. 
At this low rate, was Solomon wallowing with the Sow in the mire. 
Yet, under all this madneſs and folly, that his own wiſdom hinderd 
not his falling into, lay there ar RR Seed of Spiritual Life 
and Wiſdom in him, that lifted hins up ( cl. 4. 10.) out of all his ex- 
travagant madneſles. It put forth it felf,thro' Chriſt's powerfully 1n- 
fluencing it ; lifted up 1ts own head, into the exerciſe of a prevail- 
ing authority and ruling power, and fo, his whole mari, out of the 
dark Dungeon and deep pit of miery filth and corruption, into #he 
marvellous Light and glorious Liberty of the Sons of Golyea, the top- 
height of a ſapreamly double-portion'd | aro Saint. Thus did 

favour this Fedid.jah, or beloved of the Lord { as by the Prophet 
Nathan, he named him, at his birth) this Solomon ( or Son of Peace) 
# his Father David named him, 2 Sam. 12. 24, 25. The Lord raiſed 
him up, from feeding on the loweſt duſt in Satan's kingdom of dark- 
neſs and death, to feed on the higheſt zever-periſhing meats, divine 
and creature __ in his Kingdom of warvelows Light. By this 
moſt tranſcendent change, from a moſt polluted Beaſt, in the firſt 
creation, to the higheſt rank of Saints in the ſecond, was he enabled 
to give a true account of the fingle firſt-creation Spirit of Nature, 
in all the ſeveral parts, ſtates, conditions, and dimenſions thereef,from 
firſt to laſt, as having fully experienc'd it, in all its wiſdorr and folly, 
all the pleaſures and contentments of it, whether 1n the corrupt or 
enlightned ſtate thereof; As the reſult of all his Obſervations and 
Experiences, he declares it, in general, to be the Woman, he deſcribes 
and character's. 
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Verſ. 26. Ard I find more bitter then death, the Woman whoſe heart 
ſnares and nets, and her hands as bands : whoſo pleaſeth God (" Heh, 
is good before God ) ſhall eſcape frone her ; but the ſinner ſhall be 
taken by her. 


The Myſtery, here, lies in the Woman, figured out by the amo- 
rous, inticing practices of the literal. Interpretation is properly the 
diſcovering the hidden, unknown, myſtical Truth, ſignified in the 
Scriptures of Truth, by literal ſhadows. The Myſtery here, is the 
pradtice and way of the womaniſh, changeable firlt-creation ſpirit or 
natural ſtate, in all its variety, throughout Satan's whole myſtery of 
iniquity, falſhood, and deceit, from the beginning, to the end of this 
World. What tumults and confufions, the literal Woman is made 
the occaſion of, in States, Families, and all worldly Societies ( thro 
her deluding. Arts, and Men's fooliſh dotings on her, in the vil, 
womaniſh ſpirit of nature, on all hands, in both Sexes) is no news 
to the common light of Nature in all mankind. But, God's Words of 
counſel and inſtruction, ſignify Myſteries, hidden from the beſt WiC 
dome of learned Man. The literal ſenſe, here, isobvious to the un- 
karned. To the Myſtery then, of this Woman, Solomon here refleds 
upon, and fum's up his whole Experience in the Life and Wiſdom of 
his natural ſtate (after all the ſore miſtakes he had bin involved in, 
with his fellow-ſinners and mortals) calling that changeable ſtate, in 
Man and Angel, Woman. This myſtical Woman, in both Man and 
Angel, is here confider'd, as fix'd in unchangeable enmity to God, 
id the true Spiritual, New-creation Man, or Heavenly creature 
Life and Image of God, in Chriſt, bleſſed Angels, and Saints. The 
ring-leading Head of all,thus fix'd, is the Devil. This Head,as repre 
fntative of the whole party of incorrigible wicked Angels and Men, 
and comprehending them all, is the Woman here, the myſtical Ba- 
byloniſh-ſtrumpet, guilty of unpardonable Adulteries and ſpiritual 
wickedneſles, againſt Chriſt, the true Spiritual Lord and Husband of 
Angels and Men, whom they ought all, toobey,and be eternally ſub- 
jeCtto, in every thing. The very perſon of the Devil, as poſleſsd of 
.the higheſt natural glories and excellencies, by the firſt-creation, waz, 
therein,the ſupream firſt-Covenant Spouſe of Chriſt. Brft;this Spouls 
ſoon 
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ſon apoſtatiz'd, and becanie the'grgnd myſtical ſiravge Woman and 
Adwterefs, that did, from the date of her fir{t ſin and fall, ſet herſelf 
to draw as many Angels and Men as ſhe could, into the ſame adulte- 
rous and murderous mind. of enmity againſt Chriſt, that fpiri 
Lord and Huſband, they all ought to ſubmit to. his terms of being 
married to, for ever, in the new and everlaſting Covenant. All that 
rebelliouſly keep up their ow# life and beaxty, in the firſt, againſt hin 
and the ſecond, will be judg'd,as myſtical Wedlock-breakers, Murderers, 
and moſt criminal Idolaters; Ezek. 16. 15, 38. The Devil, by this 
ice, in the top-excellency of firſt-creation life, has render'd him- 
ſelf a bottomleſs pit of deceits,and all ſorts of ſpiritual wickedneſs,en- 
deavouring ( nad abundantly prevailing, through God's permiffion 
and Men's wilful folly ) to corrupt their ſpirits, and fill their hearts 
with the ſame unchangeable enmity to Chriſt and God, with himſelf 
By the Workmanſhip of this myſtical Woman,are Men rendered'tem- 
ples of her unchangeable evil Spirit. The mouth of this ſtrange woman, 
is 4 deep pit : he that is abhorred of the Lord, ſhall fall therein, This have 
we,from Solomonalſo; Prov.22.14. But, whoſo pleaſes God.ſhall eſcape 
ber, Thus,gives he a true account of the ſaid bottomlefbs pit, with the 
fd condition of all that fall therein ; and the blefled privitedges of 
them that eſcape her. Al blind leaders, with their followers, 1m the 


firſt-creation-ſtate, excluding Chriſt and the ſecond, tmble together 


into this deep ditch or bottomleſs pit of unchangeable wickedneſs ; 
Mi. 15. 14. Luk. 6.39. The very fpirit of the Devil is this ditch, or 
bottomleſs pit; the mother of all myſtical Whoredoms and ſpiritual abomj- 
nations of the Earth ( Rev. 17.5.) Or in the earthly, natural ſtate ; 
hing in wait, as a robber,for a prey,and encreaſing the tranſgreſſors among 
=; Prov. 23. 27, 28. All, that in their renew ſpirit of Nature, 
righteouſneſs of Man, or Form of Godlineſs in the firſt-Covenant, fi- 
nally dexy and reject the * Power of Godlineſs, the New-creature-life, 
Wildom,and Righteouſneſs of Godin the ſecond,are fallen into thisbot- 
tomleſs pit of deceits. All fix'd firft-creation builders on the Sand, ab- 
ſolutely rejet,exchude,and deny that Spirit of Grace, that's the cor- 
ner-ſtone and rocky foundation of the true Church. The Woman, 
here, is, indeed that firorg, powerful Maz of $in,or Son of Perdition, 
that by his ſaperiour angelical ſtrength and ſubtiley, when faln,was too 
tardfor Manat beſt,in 1nnocency. By the obedient death only,of Man's 
£8 2 ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, at beſt, can he receive the life of that new-creation ſþiriF of 
Chriſt, that's greater,ſtronger and wiſer ther: he ; 1 Joh.4. .4. .Then,he 
is an over-match for the Devil ; able to fight, and run down all evi} 
angelical principalities and powers, thoſe wicked ſpirits, with all their 
ſpiritual wickedneſſes, in high places, or counterfeit heavenly appea- 
rances 3 Epheſ. 6. 10,-13. When ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might, in the life, armour, or clothing of God's Spirit: of Grace 
(ſt up in, and put upon him) then is man able ro ſtill the ſaid ene- 

my and avenger 5 Plat 8; 2. This ſpirit,in man, is ſtronger then the 

ſtrong man of ſin, who therefore cannot enter that Houſe or Perſon, # 
poſſeſſes, nor ſpoil his houſe or goods; Mat. 12. 29. Man, wiſe, ſtrong, 
and honourable in Chriſt, bat by firſt-covenant communications (1 Cor, 
4. 10.) Satan is too {trong for, and can ſpoil all he has,or 18. A that 
#s in his power; Job 1. 12. So, let Man want the Spirit, ſtronger than 
Satan, he'l fall under him, and be led captive at: his will, in and by 
that very firſt-covenant life, he reckons to be ſaved'in 3 2 Tim. 2. 26, 
The wiſdom. of it,cannot diſcover his ſnares 3 nor the ſtrength of it; 
withſtand his power. All's but as "qgrar and rotten wood, to his ſu- 

periour Angelical Wiſdom, Strength and Armour 3; Fob 41. 27.Fleſþ 

and Blood ; Man, at beſt, is fo far from being fit to wreſtle againſt evil 

Angels, that they can make all that, in Man, ſerviceable to their de- 

ſigns, for deſtroying him ; as on their ſide; their friend, in him; 

In Chriſt's Spirit of life, are Saints only fit to fight: down both; 

both Fleſh and Blood, the natural ſpirit, at beſt, and-evil Angels at 

the back of it, to ſtrengthen that Foe of their own houſe, that, with 

them, inall-its affe@ions and luſts, fights and warrs againſt God,and the 
true intereſt of their owr: ſouls. The compleatdeath of this home-bred' 

Foe, but pretending Womaniſh Friend. and Counſeller i» the Saint't 

own boſom, (Mic.7. 5.) is his full deliverance from all Satan's nets and 

ſnares, For, then he finds no part in him, that he can tempt or touch, 
pleaſe or, hurt, Joh 14. 30. When the Saint is crucified, as to all 

worldly defires.1n him,to all worldly defirables without him,the Ged 
of this World finds nothing in him, his Belial-party, the enemy of 

God, is extinguiſhd and aboliſh'd. The literal Woman, by her 

ſnares and alluring Arts,makes literal; the myſtical; by her's, ſpiritual 
and more criminal Sodoxrites. Twill be eaſter. in the ly of Judgment 
for the former, then for the latter; Mat.11.23,24. The light of Rea 
| fon: 
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fon im all men, may fence againſt the literal : but the beſt Wiſdony 
and Strength of firſt-Covenant holy Men, is no defence againſt 
this myſtical Woman's practices,upon them, Yea,ſhe turn's that very 
Wiſdom and Strength, with the periſhing meats, they feed on, therein, 
& Chriſt's earthly table (and fruits, they bring forth, under Chriſt's 
Husbandly influence, as 2 fleſbly Bridegroom) 1nto ſo many Snares, by 
which,ſhe catches them. While ſhe keeps them confidentin holy fleſh, 
or knowledg of Chriſt after the fleſh,. ſhe renders thera wholly regard- 
leſs of his -holy Goſpel-ſpirit, and words thereof, fave to © _ 
contradi& and blaſpheme all. When Mer give up themſelves with Chriſt's 
firſt-Covenant gift of life, and ſecond-Covenant enlightning gifts, 
(and thereby 4 g wr; his new-Wine( Hof. 2. 8, Heb. 6. 4, 5.) of the 
the Kingdom)to Baal,the Devil, they become his moſt Gigantick op- 
poſers and ſtrenuous _—_ againſt all Goſpel; Kingdom-Truths, 
and all that bring ſuch "things to their ears. When: men wilfully 
deafen themfelves to the voice of the true Shepherd,the ſaid ſtrange Wo-- 
man fills her month with the moſt inticing, perſwaſtve words of her (er- 
pentine wi/doze, to furniſh them for the ſerving all her miſchievous 
deſigns upon themſelves and others. The words of Man's and Sa- 
tan's wiſdom's , joyntly hand forth another (pretended) Goſpel, in 
flat oppoſition toevery word of Chriſt's ; clothing all their falſhoods: 
with the miſapplied letter of his words of truth.This Woman's words 
are ſmoother this Butter, ſofter then Oil : but,are drawn Swords, wound-- 
ing Men to eternal death 3 'P/al. 55. 21: Many ſtrong Men ( Wiſe, 
Strong, and honourable in Chriſt, by firſt-Covenant attainments) have 
bin So ſlain by her ; Prov. 7. 26. The palate and temper of humane- 
Nature, in general, is, what Ahab diſcover'd.in hating the one true Pro-- 
pher, Micaiah, that counſell'd him, contrary to his own will, for his 
good; and rewarding the four hundred. falſe ones, that gratified his: 
will,to his own deſtru&tion;1 Kiv.22.The languageor thought of all 
natural kearts,God declar's to be this; Propheſie not unto #2,right things : 
ſpeak. unto us, ſmooth things 3 propheſie deceits (1a. 30: 10.) and: 
Satan finds falſe Prophets enow,in a readineſs, to gratify them 3 .ſo,as 
to keep true Seers out of all hearing or regard, all whoſe words lie: 
croſs to the will; palat,and deſire of humane nature, corrupt or righ-- 
teous, in all mankind. They preach the Croſs and death to it,in all, 
as-nece{lary to the Salvation of any. This, Satan repreſents as the 
greateſt . 


SC 
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greateſt loſs and prejudice imaginable, to them 3 indeed, their utter 
ruine, He adviſes them to hold faſt their own, decrying the pre- 
tended advantages of ſuffering and dying, (even « living and reigning 
with Chriſt) as meer deluſive fictions. All men, inthear natural prin- 
ciples, corrupt or righteous, ſtand ready for receiving Satan's dodtrin, 
the doFrine of Devils, pleaſing to Nature, in all variety of condition, 
it can be found in. No man, in that worldly nature and ſpirit, receives 
Chriſt's Goſpel-Teſtimony ; Foh. 3. 22. & 14. 17. This muſt needs 
make a vaſt difference between the numberleſs flockers after Satan's 
Goſpel, and the few or next to no liſtners after Chriſt'ss When $a- 
tan has lock'd up men in a double priſon, the will of their own fixed 
ſpirit of bondage, and his will upon that z in this-firm union of theſe 
ſel-embondaging ſpirits and wills, are they invincibly hardned a- 
gain(t all the words of God's Wiſdom. And then, the whole counſe 
of the Devil, in his Myſtery of Iniquity, pafles currant with them, for 
the whole Counſel of God, in his »yſtery of Godlineſs. Solomon, 
Paul, and other awaken'd ſpiritual Saints, can find out all theſe 
depths, wiles, devices, ſnares, and nets of this Woman, that they ſee 
their fellow mortals,even the profeſhang party, fo generally involv'd, 
entangled, and caught in. This Woman is more bitter than death ; her 
heart being full of ſmares and nets, So ſubtilly contriv'd and metho- 
diz'd, asmoſt certainly to catch, all that refuſe (and fo, are deſtitute 
of ) the new-creation wiſdom of God,which alone can enable to number 
and find out the ame and nature of this firſt-creation *Beaſt ( Rev. 
13.18) with all her natural perfe&ions, diſguis'd and gilded over by 
her whoriſh paint and transforming skil, with counterfeit reſemblan- 
ccs of ſpiritual, in order to give the utmoſt ſhock of oppoſition to 
what is ſo. For this end, does ſhe vent her Goſpel-lies, iz hypocriſy, 
or feigned reſemblances of Chriſt's Goſpel-Truths 3 1 T7m. 4. 1, 2. 
Thus accoutred and furniſh'd with gilded, painted ſnares and nets, 
from the date of her firſt fin and fall, is ſhe the Captain-General of 
allher hoſts of evil Angels and Men, fix'd, with her, in a ſpirit ofun- 
changeable darkneſs and falſhood,againſt God and his new-creature- 
ſpirit of marvellous Light, and infallible Truth. Under her powerful 
witchcrafts and alluring charms, fell Man, at beſt. And, what can he 
do, that comes after the King ? Adam, in the unſtain'd purity of all 
natural perfe&ions and excellencies of humane nature? Remember 
this 
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this firſt battel ( in which,all mankind, with the firſt, fell dead at the 
Serpent's feet 3 dead in treſpaſſes and ſins) and do ſo no more, Job. 41. 
8. Never think of undertaking him, with ſucces, in but the gradually 
reſtor'd Righteous Life, Wiſdom, and Armor of Mar. In the moſt 
reſtor'd righteous natural Man, is now found aQtual emmity to God, 
but,changeable,pardonable,curable,by thecroſs 3 not otherwiſe.If Sa- 
tan render this, pnchangeable and unpardonable,his work is finiſh'd, 
Chriſt comes with Fire and Sword ( ſpeaks War and Death to Na- 
ture, at beſt) Satan, with flattering kiſſes and pleafing Words. Who 
is like to be beſt liked by Man ? The wounds of the true Friend and 
Saviour, ſubmitted to, will be Salvation : The kiſſes and ſmooth words 
of the enemy, complied with, Damnation 3 Prov. 27. 6. Satan finds in 
man, a natural inclination to reſiſt the Croſs, as his enemy 3 and he 
leaves no meanes unattempted, conducible to the fixing him, in ſuch 
refiſtance. Then, is he his own true ſubje&, in his kingdom of 
darkneſs : and God ſwears in wrath, be ſhall never enter into his King- 
dom of Light. This Woman will not fail to lay her ſnares and mets 
before Saints, every ſtep they are making, under the croſs, towards 
the Kingdom of God, while any thing of his natural friend in them,js 
yet about them. He,wasat it, with Chriſt himſelf, again and again, 
while he had any thing of our pure fleſhly Nature and changeable 
life of the Law,in him ; Mat.4.8 16.22,23. & Luk. 4. Man, eftabliſh'd 
in his own Righteouſneſs, thinks all ſafe, for Salvation,when falt lodg'd 
in the very arms of this grand myſtical Adultereſs, the Devil; irre- 
coverably wrap'd and bound up in the bundle of death, caught and 
held faſt ir: her nets and ſnares, while pleaſing himſelf with hopeful 
thoughts,that his ſoul is bound up in the bundle of life, with the Lord, as 
David's, 1 Sam. 25.29. The perſwaſive words of Man's and Satan's wiſ 
dom, are exaCtly calculated to gratify the deſires of humane Nature, 
in order to fix men in enmity to the unpleaſing done of the croſs, 
upon it 3 and fo, perfedly deaten them to the woice of the true Shep- 
berd ;, all the words of God's Wiſdom, in himſelf and Saints 3 toall ſpirt- 
tual charmers,charm they never ſo wiſely; Plal.583.4,5. Man,by willingly 

iving himſelf up, in obedience to (and compliance with ) Satan's 
wn lie, againſt God's krown truth, (Heb. 10.26.) is abkorred of the 
Lord, and given wp by him to ſuch ſtrong deluſion, as holds him faſt m 
the ſnares of this bottomle6 pit, the very ſpirit of the-Dewil, that he 
| | may 
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be damn'd with him ; 2 Theſ.2.10,-12.When men arethus caught inthe 
Snares of this Woman, her hands are as bands upon them, powerful 
cords and chains, they can never break, or get looſe from never get 
out: of this deep Dungeon and bottomleſs pit, into which they have 
-plungd themſelves. 


Who ſo pleaſeth ( or, is good before) God, ſhall eſgape her : but, the 
Sinner ſhall be taken by her. 


Nothing but what's unchangeably good, is properly and truly 
-good, before God. No man then, that has not ſome unchangeable 
good thing, or goodneſs in him, can pleaſe God. Without a ſpirity- 
al Faith, (or new-creature principle of life and aftion, ſomething 
of the life of the Faith of the Son of Ged (Gal. 2.20.) diſtin& from, 
and ſuperiour to the moſt righteous life of the Sons of Men ) tis im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God ;, Heb. 11.6. Mar, wiſe, ſtrong, and honorable in 

briſt, as a fleſbly Bridegroom, that has reſtor'd the old, firſt-creation 
righteous life of Nature in him, and rendered him fruitful there, 
(1 Cor. 4. 10. This is not yet the He, that (ingly as ſo, pleaſeth or can 
pleaſe God. For then, what was *Parl, that had quitted all the ad- 
-vantages or priviledges, that ſuch k»owledg of Chriſt himſelf after the 
fleſh, brings along with it, and includes in it ? 2 Cor. 5. 16, He became 
a fool, weak, and deſpicable there, having parted with all that, as dung, 


for the knowledg of Chriſt after the Spirit, in his Goſpel-life, into which, 


riſen from the dead; Phil. 3.6,—10. Rom. 7,1,—4. Chriſt requires 
his Law or firſt-Covenant Spouſes, to quit him there, as he, them; 
Aie with him, there, in order to meet him, in the life of the ſecond, 
Firſt-Covenant Spouſes or Children of Chriſt,live in him : but, he 
comes properly to /ive in there, in the ſecond 3 Gal. 2.20, Tis but 
bre Life, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs of Man, Chriſt reſtores, and a- 
freſh ſets upin Men, in order to render them his firſt-Covenant Chil- 
dren and Spouſes. The Life, Wiſdom,and WR of God, a 
ſpiritual immortal Goſpel-life,he ſets up 1n the ſecond, in the room of 
their ſurrender'd, fading, mortal Law-life, in the firſt. Chriſt aboliſh'd 
death (or crucified that Law-lite, in himſelf, that was ſubject to death) 
.and ſo, brought a Goſpel-life and Immortality to light ; 2 Tim. 1. 10. 
This 1s trug lite, in an abſolute ſence : th'other, but a ſhadow.In the 
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mallible Light, or ſpiritual TE LA that accompanies (and 
i found in ) Golpel-life, are true Saints enabled to diſcover all the 
wiles of the myſtical Woman, here. All the ſubtile praCtices and fal(- 
hoods of evil Angels (coming as falſe Chriſts, and their falſe Apoſtles 
and *Prophets ( Mat. 24. 24. & 2 Cor. 11. 13,--15. ) in the dreſs, lan- 
guage, and neereſt reſemblance of the true Chriſt and his Prophets or 
Apoſtles ) lie open and naked, before that underſtanding in ſpiritual 
Saints, that judgeth or diſcerneth all things; 1 Cor.2.15. That Spirit, in 
which they can diſcern the deep things of God (ver.10.) the utmolt depths 
and heigths of Satar, can't he hid, from. All his nets and ſnares are 
ſeen, and all his power of darkzeſ7, overſet and maſter'd, by this Goſ- 
pel-ſpirit, and marvelous light thereof, When the myſterious me- 
thods of God's wiſdom, for Salvation, are ſeen, all the depths and me- 
thods of deluſion, Satan can uſe (in the utmolt ſtretch of his Serpen- 
tine Wiſdom, to deſtroy Men) flie open. All Satan's Apoſtles, Mi- 
niſters of his Goſpel, in whatever variety of doctrine, form, language, 
or way, in the ſame ſandy, fallible, firſt-Creation Principles, do all 
center in this point ( whatever their thought or intent be) to run 
their hearers into the very arms of the Devil, as their only ſecurity, 
for Salvation. If the Devil can impoſe himſelf upon them, as Chriſt 
and God ( as he can, 2 Theſ.2. 4.) This muſt needs be the iſſue and 
reſult of all their teaching; 2 Cor. 11. 13,—15. Their end will be, ac- 
cording to their works. All's earthly, and fo, fewel for the fire of that 
Wrath, that will be kindled on them and all their earthy dodrin, life, 
and works, at the day of the Lord's appearing in that Goſpel-ſpirit and 
life,they'l be found in unchangeable enmity to; 2 *Pet. 3. 10. No 
wiſdom of Man, ſecures from this Woman, here. Adam, in his un- 
_ naturals, clear from all fi/th of fleſh and ſpirit too,- was not 
ence-proof againſt the wiles of this Woman. The womanilh, fading, 
changeable firſt-Creation life in the evil Angel, when fallen, was too 
ſubtile and powerful, for man in his inferiour womaniſh-life, of the 
lame kind, to deal with, before his fall. Satan's firſt lie to Eze, patles 
currant all along this World, (with multitudes of profeflors and high 
pretenders to the Goſpel of Chriſt and Kingdom of God) tor the 
very Goſpel of Chriſt; to-wit,that the eſtabliih'd rightcous lite of the 
lirſt Creation-ſtate of Man, 1s ctcrnal lite 3 that mar need not (will 
not) die at all, Literal Sodozr, Egypt, and * Babylon, are made up of 
Aaa Men, 
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Men, fixed in corrupt Nature, giver up by themſelves, and therefore 
alſo, byGod, to the vile affeions, enormous luſts, and madnefſles of that; 
Ro.1.26. Myſtical Sodom,Egypt and Babylon,are made 4 of Evil An- 
gels and enlight'ned firſt-Covenant Brethren or Profeſſors, eſtabliftyd 
or {iz'd in the Law-righteonſneſs of Man, and fo, in unchangeable enmity 
to the Goſpel-righteouſneſs of God. Thele two ſorts of Babylonians and 
Sodomites, in theſe laſt and worſt of times, do, or will fo fill the ſcene, 
with their ſuper-abounding iniquities, literal and myſtical, as to leave 
no room for any hearing of Chriſt's Goſpel, at all. The ſpiritual 
Saint, by his Goſpel-life of that faith that overcomes the World ( 1 Joh. 
5. 4.) remains ſecure, amidſt this vaſt -heap, this innumerable multi- 
tude of Babylonians ( viſible and inviſible, evil Men and Angels) 
under the proteCting ſhadow and comforting influence of Chriſt's new 
name, that's the ſtrong Tower, into which he runs and is ſafe; Prov.18.10, 
Heb. is ſet a-loft; to wit, 0» that Rock, that's higher then he ; Pal. 61, 
2. But, all incorrigible, wilful haters and refuſers of Chriſt and his 
Goſpel-truths, will (every one of them) be taken in the ſnares of the 
faid Woman. $0, it follows; Text. But the ſinner ſhall be taken by ber, 
He that's abhorred of the Lord, falls into the mouth of this flravuge Wa. 
man, whoſe heart is a deep pit, full of ſnares and nets; and her hands, 
bands, Who is this ſimmer, the Lord abhors £ The fixed, incor- 
rigible hater and loather of God, and his Spirit of Grace (call 'd God's 
Soul or Spirit 3 as the ſpirit of nature, Man's Soul) Zec. 11. 8. 
All blind leaders, with their followers, tumble into this deep ditch or 
pit, Prov. 23. 27. Luk. 6. 39. All, whoſe minds are willingly blinded 
by the God of this World, the Devil, leſt the light of the glorious Goſpel 
cf Chriſt, who is the\upream creature-zmage of God, jhould ſhine into, 
or upon them; all ſuch, embrace Satan's accurſed, other, contrary 
Goſpcl, and his ſpirit of unchangeable enmity to Chriſt and his. They 
are engaged, what inthem lics, to ſbut up the Kingdom of Heaven, k-cp 
off the Goſpel of that Kingdom, out of all hearing, or reception; 
and to ſet open the Kingdom of the Devil, aſlerting that, to be the 
Kingdom of God ; and his Goſpel, Chriſt's. So are they, with their 
admirers, engaged 1n defence of the bottomleſ5 pit of deceits, full of 
ſnares and nets, as the very Kingdom of God, and Salvation to men. 
And, they make others to hope, that they will confirm or make good their 
word ; Ezek.13.6. In a hing- ſpirit of Divination, do Devil and Man, 
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joyntly declare this 3 and poly rim tis in the Lord's Spirit of 

d ſaith. They ſee nothing but wva- 
zity, and preach up nothing but periſhing vanities (the natural ex- 
cellencies or fading things of Man or Angel, in the firſt-creation) for 
eternal Lite, They ſpeak only of the world, this world's vanities, ad 
the world hears then ; all the world wonder's after them: 1 Jah. 4. 5. 
Rev. 13. 3. All, in the but earthly ſpirit of nature, corrupt or righ- 
teous, are for ſuch Preaching, or none at all. Satan's Apoltles or Mi- 
niſters, come forth, in great variety of form, language, and way ; all, 
making but a univerſal * Babel of confuſion, running their hearers in- 
to the very boſom of the Devil (the bottomleſs-pit of all deceits and 


 falſhoods) as their only ſecurity, for Salvation. Men are deeply 
'concern'd, to take heed who they hear ; not ſuch ſtrangers to, and ene- 


mies of Chriſt's Goſpel ( 0.-10. 4, 5.) and then, what, and how they 
they hear ( Mark 4. 24. Luk. 8.18. ) that they rightly take the voice 
or words of the true Shepherd, and his Spiritual Apoſtles or Meſſen- 
gers; and obey them. Many may hear right Goſpel-words, and not 
underſtand them, Mark 4. 12. And then, they'l not follow- or _ 
them 3 but, run ſtill after Satan's Law-Goſpel. Thoſe that diſtingui 
notthe Words of God's,from thoſe of the Serpent's & Man's Wiſdom, 
how, ſhould they ſcape the ſnares of this grand myſtical Adultereſs ? 
If they ſuffer themſclves willingly to be id into a perfivaſion, 
that Satan's Goſpel, and that, which true Saints call Chriſt's, are all 
one, they are caught in the ſnares of the Devil. Satan's Apoſtles fay, 
thoſe that pretend tobe Chriſt's, differ from them only in an affeted 
ſingularity and diſguiſe of words, not matter. While this ſhuffle will 
ſerve the turn, Satan's Goſpellers find it not needful or convenient, 
to enter the liſts, for a debating the caſe with S7on-Saints, about a true 
Gaſpel-ſtate.But,if Chriſt's Goſpel come forth,in ſuch ſharp, diſcrimi- 
nating language, as to evidence its diſtinGtion in the whole matter 
of it, from Satan's, and Man's 3 then, to prevent, yet, any farther 
trouble, about it; they fit in their Majeſterial Chair; and, in gene- 
ral (without meddling with any particular in it ) decry it for the 
moſt dangerous, deſtruftive blaſphemy and falſhood, that ever was 
invented, or impos'd upon Men; worſe then Popery or Mahume- 
taniſm 3 then the groſleſt Idolatries, or moſt brutiſh praftices of any 
Heathens. This general vilifying Chriſt's whole Goſpel-dodrine, and 
Aaa 2 aſlertors 
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aſſertors of it, as thevileſt of £399) and men, they find a far eaſi. 
er and ſafer way, then to meddle with any particulars of it. Thus far, 
and at this rate, only, ſeems the ſhock of oppoſition to be given to it, 
and manag'd againſt it,at this day. But.if matters once grow to that 
paſs, that ſome valuable number of awaken'd Saints, and ſpiritually 
convinced Men, ſhould be the Afſertors, Followers and Owners of 
the very Chriſt, the very Goſpel, ſo as to give occaſion to-:Satan's 
Goſpel-miniſters, to ſay (in the ſame levened, fowr ſpirit of enmity. 
to God, with the *Phariſees) Perceive ye, how ye prevail nothing 2 be- 
hold, the World is gone after them 5 when this comes to paſs, enemies 


will go another way to work. © The Jews, when they conld not reſiſt, 


or bear up againſt the wiſdom and ſpirit, by which Stephen ſþakez they 
could and did (through the permiſſion of God, and inſtigation of 
the Devil ) ſilence him, as they reckon'd, with ſtones. But, he being 
dead, jet ſpeaketh, as Abe), and all other ſuch witneſling Saints, moſt 
injuriouſly ſain for the Teſtimony of Teſm,in the Spirit of true Prophecy, 
The regenerating, transforming,aſſimilating touch of the Goſpel-ſpirit 
of Chriſt, fixes Man's verſatile, changeable Law-ſpirit, i eternal 0- 
bedience to, and harmony with God The degenerating, transform- 
ing, aſlimilating touch of the ſpirit of the Devil, on Man's, fixes it 
with himſelf, in unchangeable enmity to God, as the very principle 
of his life, deſire, thought, word, and aftion. By one or other of 
theſe unchangeable good or evil ſpirits, comes man to be lodg'd up, 
in a ſtate of eternal life or death 5 4 bed of true reſt, and unſpeakable 
joy (1a. 57. 1,2.) or of everlaſting ſorrow ( [ja. 50. 11.) torment, 
and vexation of Spirit. He that's born of God's unchangeably good 
Spirit, 7s ſecure from the transforming touch of the unchangeable evil- 
one; 1 Joh.5.18. The touch of ſpirits 1s a qualifying, alterativetouck; 
baptizes Man's changeable ſpirit into the unchangeable toucher, the 
Spirit of God, or of the Devil. By the death of their own fpirit, 
that Satan can touch; and' reſurrection into the life of God's Spirit, 
he can never touch;by this way and means,and this only,are Saints de- 
liver d and ſecur'd from all the nets and ſnares of this grand Adultereſs, 
the Devil. The whole World,all that take up in their worldly,carthly 
life of nature, run into them. A babe, a ſuckling in Chriſt's Spirit, 
1s too hard for Satan ;. P/a/.8.2. Man,in the highef! reſtor'd perfeCti- 
ons of his own, is no body in his hands; Fob 41. The n"—_ 
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firſt-creation_{inmer 7s taken by her : the new-creation.Saint, who alone 


pleaſes Ggd, ſhall eſcape all ber nets, ſnares, hands or bands, for ever. 


Verſ. 27. Behold, this have I found ( ſaith the Preacher ) counting oxe 
by one, to find out the account, 


Solomon, 1n the SanEuary-balance, the al-ſearching new-Creation 
Spirit of true prophecy, weigh'd one thing after another, ſo as to 
give a clear and full account of what he was ſo inquilitive, after; an 
everlaſting.ſtate of Truth and Righteouſneſs. He weigh'd and tried 
all parts of the firſt Creation, the utmoſt goodneſs and excellencies, 
found in Man and Angels, before their fall; or reſtor'd in Men, ſince; 
and, in the total ſum of all, found the one thing neceſſary for the true 
bleſſedneſs of any,wanting. 'Tis not in the whole fir{t-Creation Land 
of the living ( Job 28.21.) or ſtate of Life. No ſuch thing, found 
he, in the whole heap of this World's Vanities. So arrivd he, at 
this negative ſatisfaction, that there's no hope of ever finding true 
happineſs, there. He reſolv'd therefore, no longer to ſquander a- 
way his time, with others, in ſeeking for the living amongſt the dead; 
or, true Life and Happineſs, i» a Region of Darkneſs, and of the ſhadow 
of Death. No ſuch life, as will ſwallow up Death into _ Is 
to be found there; nothing, but what Death will ſwallow up, into Vice 
toryz and triumph over,for ever. This, he declares, 


Verſ. 28. Which yet my Soul ſeeketh, but I find not : one Man, among 4 
thouſand, have 1 found : but, a Woman among all thoſe, have I not 
found, 


No unchangeably good thing, could he find in the firſt-creation. 
What then found he 2 One Mar, among 4 thouſand 5 but, no Woman, 
among them al, No true happineſs, to Van or Angel, in the change- 
able, womaniſh, firſt-creation life of either. What's not there, can 
the wiſeſt man never find. *Tis folly to ſeek it,there. The (clt-eviden- 
cing vanity of all firſt-creation things, is ſuch, thatall and everyone ſay, 
tis not in mean us 3 no true lite, wiſdom or goodneſs, no manly, un- 
changeable new-creation Wiſdom, Lite, or Goodnels, is to be found 


inor amongſt us all 3 ſeek while you will; Job 28, 12,--22, The firſt- 
creation 


creation life of Nature, in the firſt-covenant ſpirit, or Law-principle 
of action, God alway ſaw defective, as to the true bleli-dnels of Man 
or Angel. He had beforehand, therefore, even from cverlaiting, ſet 
up ( prepared, and kept in reſerve, to beſtow) a creature-life of 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, in his new-Covenant Golpcl-ſpirit, that's 
in unchangeable harmony with his infinite Divine Spirit. Heb. 8, 6, 
-13. The Law makes nothing perfe& 5 (Heb. 7. 19) no incorruptible 
Perfe&ion or unchangeable good, is to be found in the natural, firſt- 
creation make, or Law-life of Angel or Man. The Law never had in 
it, nor therefore conld give true Life or everlaſting Righteouſneſs to 
any 3 Gal. 3.21.f If it could; no need of Grace, Goſpel, new-Covenant,, 
mew-Creation. Man's and Satan's Goſpel ſays, there 1s eterna! Life, in 
the firſt-Covenant principle, the ſpirit of the Law ; or natural, firſt- 
creation-ſtatez ye ſhall not die at all. What need then of a ſecond? 
Never look farther, for eternal Life. Adam's yielding to this Do- 
&rin, ſlew all his poſterity, Yet, abundance of his poſterity, when 
reſtor'd to ſome meaſure of the life they had, and loſt, in and with 
him, are at the very ſame point. Can't the univerſal ſad experience 
of Mankind, as to the dreadful conſequents of their firſt fin (nor all 
examples of like Apoſtacy, fince 3 nor all the abundant, reiterated 
Warnings and multiplied Counſels of God, or Inſtrudtions, by the 
#nouth of all his boly "Prophets and Apoſiles, or Mellengers, ſince the 
World began ; yea, and by the Son himſelf) prevent men's running in- 
to the ſame error, ſimning after the ſunnilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſwon 2 
What then, can ? How currant does renewed old firſt-creation life, 
paſs, at this day, for new ? and the words thereof, for Goſpel > How 
mad were the righteous Jewiſh Teachers and Profeſſors, with Chriſt, 
for diſturbing their peace, and daſhing their hopes, in Satan's Go- 
ſpel-ſtate > Whereas 'tis in God's new-creature life and wiſdom,only, 
on the death and loſs of allthis, we can receive God's eternal good 
things, to have, hold, and enjoy, for ever. Theſe are we to eye, and 
look at ; 2 Cor. 4. 18. 1 Pet.1. 3,4. Not one Woman, could Solomon, a 
true ſpiritual Preacher, find; in the whole firſt-creation 5 not one 
Man,or Angel, in that changeable, womaniſh ſtate, in whom was any 
ſuch thing as cternal Life, or everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; any un- 
changeable good thing. From his certain experience, and infallible 
ſight hereof, he declares, it's never there to be had. But,he leaves not 


the 
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the point,ſo. On this Negative teſtimony, giving a daſh on the whole 


firſt-creation ſtate, he proceeds to the Affirmative, ſhewing wherethe 
one thing neceſlary, unchangeable Goodneſs, is to be tound ; in the 
ſecond or new-creation Spirit and State, ſignified by the one ear, 
among a thouſand. The manly Spirit of the ſecond Adawrnever [inn'd; nor 
can any,born of it,as living and walking therein;1 Tim.2.1 4.1 Joh.3.9.Gal, 
5.25.T his ove Man,the manly new-creation Spirit,Solowon found among 
the many thouſands of blefled Angels and Saints, yea,in Chriſt the head, 
and all the members of his myſtical body,the Church ; Col. 1. 18.1Cor.12, 
13.Eph.5.23. Chriſt, and all his true thorow-followers, whitherſoever he 
goes, and call's them, make up the ozemyſtical Mar, in unchangeable 
oppoſition to the Devil, and all his Babyloniſh Party of Angels and 
Men, fix'd in the firſt-creation, womaniſh ſtate, the whole myſtical- 
Whore of Babz/ozz7. Not one Man,nothing of the manly new-creation 
ſpirit, in all theſe mor one Woman, to be found, nothing of the wo- 
maniſh ſpirit, in all the compleated new-creation body of Chriſt, the 
one myſtical May, All theſe come to be of mo mind and judg- 
ment, in every thing, as one Man. There's zo Female in new-creati- 
on Life : no Male, 1n the firſt, Angel, Man, and Woman, are all but 
the myſtical Woman, 1n the firſt; and, when fix'd there, unchange- 
ably fo 3 and fo, an unchangeable Adultereſs, againſt the man Chriſt, 
to whom (ſhe ought to have been married, in the ſecond. In a pecus 
liar, prerogative-ſence, Chriſt himſelf is the ove Man among athouſand, 
even thouſands of thouſands of his Spiritual Saints and Angels, as the 
fountain of that Life, they are all partakers of He never fails to give 
it, in the diſtin meaſures and feaſons, appointed by bis Father, to all, 
the Father has given kim; Joh. 17. 2. All the things of the Man, here, 
are eternal : of the Woman, temporal. Eternal Life and Death are 
ſet before us, in theſe two Spirits, the manly ſecond, and the wo- 
maniſh firſt-Creation Spirit. Al! that hate Chriſt, in the ſecond, love 
and chuſe their own eternal Death, in the firſt ; Prov.3.36. Chriſt, ihe 
one Man Solomon fourd among the thouſands of his Saints (in a headſhip 


| of pre-eminency over, and above them all ) comprehenſively (ignt- 


fies the whole number of elect Angels and Men, in whom his one 
Spirit lives; and they, in it. Here then have we the negative and 
affirmative Teſtimony of this Kingly Preacher, in this grand concern 
of Man ; where eternal Life is to be found ; and where, not. 

Verf, 
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Ver. 29. Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made Man up- 
right; but they have ſought out many Inventions. 


Here's a farther account, not only of the firſt-creation ſtate, but 
man's evil uſe thereof. God made him upright, pure, clean, and righ- 
teous, without ſpot, any filth of fleſh or ſpirit 5 very good, (Gen.1.31,) 
but,changeably ſo. So, ſoon did he make himſelf, very evil, by re- 
bellion againſt him that made him very Good. This, by following 
his own many evil inventions, Having once rebcll'd, do men ſet them- 
ſelves to ſeek out many inventions, to juſtifie and fortifie themſelves, in 
their ſclf-choſen evil way of rebellion againſt God, to their own de- 
ſtru&ion. This deſtru&ive trade, are they at, might and main, turn- 
ing the deaf ear to the ſpiritual charmer, the ſpirit of Truth, in Chriſt 
and his followers 5 wholly rejeding all the Connſels of God, againſt 
their own ſouls; Luk. 7.30. This is the caſe of all firſt-covenant 
Lawyers (in the renew'd righteous life of the Law, in their own 
ſpirit of Nature ) in enmity to the newneſs of life, in Chriſt's Goſpet 
Spirit of Grace, and all the words thereof. They reſolutely and con- 
fidently walk in their own invented paths, to damnation; refuſing, 
reſiſting, defying, contradi@ing and blaſpheming the only way of God's 
invention, and moſt wiſe contrivance, for their Salvation. God's a- 
bundantly declared way, from firſt to laſt, and all along, is a death- 
paſs to the ſpirit of Nature, under the croſs, or death-work of his 
Spirit of Grace, into its own everlaſting righteous Life. It takes 
down their natural, ſandy-foundation'd Building, to build them up 
anew, in its rocky-life, that's kigher.then theirs, as the Heavens than 
the Earth; a Life, a Glory, never to be done away. Man is grown to 
have exceedingly contrary thoughts and ways, to God's, in reference 
to Salvation. And, he will on, in his own invented way, to deſtru- 
ion ; rather then in God's, to Salvation. Hereby have all Men, (in 
and with the firſt) and many Angels, given many infallible (inful 
proofs, the wrong way, of the changeableneſs of the good and up- 
right ſtate they were crcated in. The good Angels, with their head, 
4s the Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the IVorld, proved it, the right 
way, by a death of that, and reſurreCtion into a lite, unchangeably 
good. Whither the Head look'd and went, they look'd and went + turned 
not, 
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Earth, or out of the earthy, changeable firſt-creation life of Nature, 
theſe angelical wheels or chariots were lifted up, by him. For, kis ſpirit 
was in them 5 Ezek.1.12. and, v. 19,-21. and Ezek. 10.11. The ſpirit 
of the living creature, or, ſpirit of life was in them ;, v.16, 17. They fol- 
ow'd the Lamb, whitherſoever he went, thro' the death of the firſt- 
creation ſtate, into the Reſurrection-life of the ſecond 3 in which, he 
became the firſt-born from the dead; Col. 1. 18. In the utmoſt reach 
of thoſe words (Rev. 14. 4.) the peculiar Spouſal Saints follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes, over all the heads of the higheſt ele& An- 
gels, ſitting on the very Throne with him, as his Bride and Wife ; a- 
bout which they ſtand (Rev.7. 11.) as friends of the Bridegroom and 
his choice Bride, from among men. | 
A ſinleſs power of {inning was in Angel and Man, at beſt. The 
exerting this, in ſinful Adts,was their (in and fault 5 unpardonable, in 
Angels, at firſt; pardonable in Men, till wilfully committed the ſe- 
cond time, in their own perſons, after the {1mrilitude of Adam's firſt 
(. This amounts to a fix'd preferring the Life, Wiſdom, and Na- 
ture of Man, to the Life, Wiſdom, and Grace of God ; the Creature, 
to the Creator. The fruit of this their own device and invention, will 
Men find a ſowrer Grape then Adam, at firſt ate 3 unchangeable 
Wrath; Prov.1.31. Many ſuch do proſper in their own (elt-choſen way, 
having more then heart can wiſh, 1n this World. They ſet their month 
againſt the Heavens, or heavenly Spirit of Chriſt, in himſelf and Saints. 
P/2l. 73. 7,—9. But, what come they to ? Deſolation, in a moment ; 
they are utterly conſum'd with terrors ; ver. 18.19, They ſpend their days 
in wealth, or mirth 3 and, in a moment, go down to their eternal grave, 
Job 21.13. Theſe fat and ſtrong Cattel,in firſt-Covenant Life,Strength, . 
and Wiſdom, thruſt with their ſhoulder, and puſh the diſeaſed with their 
borns, the lear, feeble, poor and needy Cattel, Spiritual Saints, whoſe 
Natural Man is death-ſtruck by the Croſs or Goſpel-{word, plagu'd 
and chaſten'd continually, thereby ; Ezek.34-20,21. Pſal.73.14. Thoſe, 
the Lord is thus diſciplining, for Salvation ( Heb. 12.6,7.) the poor 
and needy little ones of _ flock,do the ſturdy, daring, ſtiff-necked, 
ſef-confdent, proud, fat,tull,wiſe, ſtrong,and honourable (1 Cor.4.1o.) 
firſt-Covenant Cattel, deſpiſc,deride. ſhoot all their revengeful Arrows, 


bitter Words, againſt ; Pſal. 50.20. Their teeth are Speares and Arrows; 
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not, or looked back, as they went. When he was lified up from the 
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their Tongues ſharp Swords, againſt them 3 P/al. 57.4. Thus are they 
merrily poſting to the Chambers of Death, wile the impoveriſh'd, 
needy ones of Chriſt, are paſſing through much Tribulation, into the King. 
dom of God At. 14. 22. The. former make ſwift ſteps, in the broad 
way, to Deſtruction : the latter, ſafe ſteps in the narrow way (under the 
Croſs, that narrows and ſhrinks Nature to death) wnto Salvation, 
The former ſet their heads awork, .to invent what will gratify their 
own Wills,in a known contrariety to God's. They fondly and madly 
pleaſe themſelves with hopes of Salvation, in a ſtate, all mankind 
have experienc'd, no ſuch thing was ever to be found in, at beſt, in 
innocency. The Righteouſneſs of it, then, was but a fading Garment; 
Since the fall, fi/thy raggs; Ifa. 64. 6. Think they, to enter the King» 
dom.and fit at the Marriage-Supper of the Lamb,in ſuch Garments, where 
all the Gueſts are cloath'd with everlaſting Righteouſneſs? See what's 
like to become of them 5 Mart. 22. 11,-—13. Their life is not of the 
ſme kind 3 nor, their Garments of the ſame Cloth, make, or faſhion, 
with the true Saint's. So will they be thrown out of Chriſt's King- 
. dom of Marvelous Light, into Satan's accurſed Darkneſs, their own 

proper, deſerved place, with Judas 3 AG, 1. 25. 

Angel's firſt fin rendred them unchangeably evil, becauſe unpar= 
donably wicked, being a full,noon-tide,daring,and moſt preſumptu- 
ous S11,againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Man's firſt {in,render'd him but change- 
ably evil:and if he love that ſo well,as to become unchangeable in it, 
he will find himſelf in the ſame condition, with evil Angels, even in 
unchangeable enmity to Cod. Let God then be true, and every Man 
4 liar Rom. 3. 4. God made Man upright ; Man, by his own evil 
choice and invention, has ſpoil'd himſelf, and is the fingle and only 
demeritorious caule of his own ruine. He ſeeks out many inventions, 
Errour is manifold ; Truth, one; the Goſpel-ſpirit of Truth, one, in 
head and members. Mem are toſs d to ard fro, into variety of Opi- 
nions and Ways, from their various conceptions, in their fluid, Wa- 
vering, unſtable, unconſtant ſpirit, under the blaſts and inſpirations 
of Devils. David aware, of this, pray'd for that right or conſtant Spi- 
rit of God, the evil one can't touch; Pal. 51.10. 1 Joh.5.18. Weſterday, 
to day, and for ever, from everlaſting to eternity, 7 God's Creature 
Spirit of Truth, one and the ſame. This 4s the one thing, with all its 
things of God, awak'ned Spiritual Saints are for, and interpret the 

' Scriptures 
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Scriptures of Truth ( given by ( %. of Truth? into. Man's one 
thing (and things of that thing ) is his own fpirit of nature, which, 
by the Conceptions and Words of his own Wiſdom, he interprets all 
Scripture into, in favour and defence of himſelf, againſt the croſs of 
Chriſt, (and all the ſpiritual Truths and ſence of Scripture, the things 
of God ) as the very ſum and ſubſtance of all his humane Divinity. 
And, he will not endure this one thing of his, ſhould be call'd by its 
right name, a ſpirit of direct enmity to God, and all his Golpel- 
Truths. Conſequently, as unwilling is he, Chriſt's one thing, orSpirit 
of Truth ſhould be call'd by its right name; or any name;at all. He 
denies, there is any ſach Holy Ghost, or Spirit, at all, communicable to 
men. Fohr's Diſciples, and conſcientious, faithful followers, in firſt- 
covenant holineſs, Par! found at Epheſus, wholly ignorant of any ſuch 
thing as this Goſpel, new-creature Spirit, or Holy Ghoſt ; AR. 19. 2. 
Men clap all the titles of Chriſt's one thing, on the back of their one 
thing, that's a ſpirit of darkneſs, enmity and death. Their but re- 
newed ſpirit of Nature, muſt needs amount to a ſtate of Grace, Re- 
generation, New Creature, Heir of the Kingdom of God. What then 
muſt the very Christ, the very Spirit of Grace and Truth, be > a Blaſs 
phemer, a Devil. Thus did the children of the Devil, firſt-covenant 
Profeſlors, baptiz'd into his ſpirit of unchangeable enmity to God, 
call the Holy Ghoſt,or Goſpel-ſpirit, in Chriſt himſelf, with all its Words. 
Joh. 1. 11. & 8. 44. & 10. 20. and, Mat. 12. 24,—32, This ſubtil, 
Serpentine trade won't do man's work, when God is Fudg himfelf'; 
Pfal. 50. 6. 'He will call every thing by its right name. Man's Wiſ- 
dom, in Divinity, calls every thing, by a wrong name; all his natural, 
God's ſpiritual things. And, what name, title, or character, then, God's 
things muſt have with him, 1s ealic to gueſs. If natural Mzn or An- 
gel will needs be as Gods, in the proudly and preſumptuou y aflum'd 
ſoveraignty, and uncontroll'd exerciſe of their own Wills, they'l cer- 
tainly judg and call the true Spiritual | Man, a Fool, that quits all this 
as dung, with Paul, which they ruffle in ; Hoſ.9.7.8. 1 Cor.4.10. No 
remedy for this, 77 Mar's day, or Judgment. In God's, there will. 
True Saints ought, in Faith and * Patience, to poſſeſs their Souls, quietly 
waiting for the deciſion of all Zion-controveres, at Chriſt's ſecond ap- 
pearing,to their Joy,and to the Confuſion of ali their (clt-confident,proud, 
boaſting exemies 3 Iſa. 66. 5. Tour firſt-Covenant Brethren, that hate 
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yon, ſit and ſpeak againſt you SH 50. 20, Ezck. 33. 30.) and caſt 
you out, excommunicate you,as Blaſphemers but I'le appear, fays God, 
to your Foy 5, and then, they ſhall be aſham'd, Tle excommunicate them 
out of my Church, and lay them under the Anathema Maranatha, 
for ever 3 under my everlaſting Curſe and Wrath, Let the naturaliſt 
then, or firſt-Covenant Brother, for a ſeaſon, wear the title of theſe. 
cond, and allow him nothing but Blaſphcmer and Mad-man : conlj- 
der the great Lord and Maſter. Did not he yu endure the Con- 
tradiions and Reproaches of ſuch Righteous firſt-Covenant Simmer: 
againſt the ſecond, in his own day, and turn, on Earth, among the 
only profeſling People, in the World ? All will out, at laſt; afterall 
ſcrambling confounded doings, in this dark World, and Kingdom of 
Satan. All ſhame will be laid at the right door,and God and his true 
Saints be glorified. All, in good time. God's time is beſt, Mean 
while, the one, uniform truth of God (moſt harmoniouſly repreſen- 
ted, all along the Scriptures of Truth, in great varicty of Similitude, 
Language, and Type) is, in a manner, univerſally rejected, even by 
Profeſlours; and, their one ſandy-foundation'd thing, by a lying Spi- 
rit of Divination, (et up in the room thereof (which, in the higheſt 
ſence, is the abomination that makes deſolate Mat. 24.15.) and, herein, 
boaſt they themſelves, as to that great variety of the many Inventions, 
they ſtand here charg'd with, as their own ſelf deſtroying folly and 
madneſs. The trye ſpiritual Church own only one God and Father 
of all, one Lord, one EF. aith, one fire-Baptiſm, one Spiritual Circumciſion, 
ſctting fire upon, and cutting off all fleſhly life, holy and profane, in 
*Phariſee and Publicar. The Church on the ſand, has many Gods, many 
Lords of their Faith, which are many Devils, many Men, in thcir dif- 
f-ring agd various teachings or doctrines; all which, in the ſame ly- 
nz ſpirit of Divination, £ tend direQly tothe Deſtruction of them- 
ſclves and hearers. Such falſe Chriſts and Apoſiles, evil Angels and 
Men, will, » theſe latter times, more then ever, paſs unqueſtionably for 
the true, as coming 1n the guiſe, language, dreſs, and appearance 
thereof. Has not the true Chriſt and his great Apoſtle foretold all 
this ? Mat. 24. 5. & wer. 23,—25. 2 Cor, 11.13, —15, In ſuch dif- 
guiſe, they'd deceive, if priſablethe very Ele. The Worldly Church, on the 
94rd, boalts of ſuch varicty of Invention, as amounts to but 4 glorg- 
ing in their own ſhame.Such poctical Creatior- Preachers are always liars; 
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Tit. 1. 12. Under all pretence to Goffekere they the flatteſt enemies 
to it. They come with methodiz'd diſcourſe (in the contrivances and 
Words of their own Wiſdom) DoGtrine, Reaſons, Uſes, Motives, or- 
der'd and placed rank and file, in Battel-array, with the Armour of 
Man, upon them, to fight the Devils Battel againſt all Spiritual Saints, 
and Goſpel-Truths, Theſe are your Goſpe!- Merchants, that corrupt 
( deal deceitfully with ) the word of God (2 Cor. 2. 17. ) deſtroying 
ouls, for diſhoneſt gain, Ezek. 22. 27. They labour to make the truly 
Righteous ſad,by their reproachful cenſures; and ſtrengthen the wicked, 
intheir hidden,myſtical uncleanefles and abominable Idolatrys; Ezek. 
13. 22. They interpret Scripture into anti-Goſpel-Doftrine, and 
then invent reaſons for it, uſes of it, motives and arguments to fol- 
low and obey it ; all, to encourage people in their Selt-choſen way 
to the Chambers of death, the congregation of the dead, or aſſembly of Gi- 
ants, the Gigantick fighters againſt God 3 *Prov. 21.16. Gen. 6. 4, 5. 
All their Preaching, Reaſons, and Uſes, as pretending to '{hew and 
lead men into the true Goſpel-way of Salvation, runs in a ſ{trein of di- 
re& enmity to all the ſpiritual reaſonings and words of Chriſt's Gof- 
pel-ſpirit 3 and ſo, to the whole Counſel of God, Paul declar'd ; Aﬀ.20. 
27. The right opening the Scriptur's, is an opening the Kingdom of 
God. This does the true publick one Goſpel-ſpirit of Chriſt, in him- 
ſelf and Saints. The private natural womaniſh changeable ſpirit of 
man, {huts out all ſpiritual, Kingdom-Truths, and in union with Sa- 
tan, oper's his kingdom or bottomleſs pit of deceits, and preaches up 
that firſt-creation ſtate he has choſen, as the only true Salvation. 
When thus reſolutely engag'd, they diflwade all people ; and frigh- 
ten them, what they can, from touching or coming near ſuch doCtrin 
(as indeed opens the Kingdom of Heaven) as the arranteſt Hereſy and 
Blaſphemy in the World. Thisis the old Pharifaical trade of hypocritical 
Sinners in Zion ;, Mat. 23.13. But true interpretation of Scripture, 
in that Spirit and Wiſdom, none are able to bear yp againit, (A.6. 10.) 
will ſpeak for it (elf, in the hearts and conſciences of the hearers ; 
and be 2 ſavonr of life or death to the obedient receivers, or wilful re- 
jecters thereof. The Cryptick Methods and Arts of man's merce- 
nary wiſdom, are calculated to deceive, All their Elocution, Mymi- 
cal geſtures and affected tones, look this way. Theſe humane Arti-® , 


fices are not to be uſed in uttering the words of God's Wiſdom ; but 
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cleer, powerful, ſpiritual demonſtration ; 1 Cor.2.4. This was the way 
of Chriſt, and his inſpir'd Pen-Men, or Teachers, in the words of 
bis Wiſdom, whether ſpeaking to a multitude, or only in anſwer to 
particular inquiries. 'Convincing evidence, and demonſtration, in the 
Wiſdom and Power of the Holy Ghoſt, were they alway's for. An 
open ear to the ſtrangers voice, and too general reception of the me- 
thodiz'd words of man's wiſdom, as orthodox-Goſpel, does wonder- 
fully disframe Peoples minds, and prejudice them, as to a right liſt- 
ning to one right Golpel-word of God's. If the true Goſpel-Prea- 
cher gratifie not their prurient or itching ears, their vain, wanton 
underſtandings,or fancics,with the humane methods,they have bin, all 
along, accuſtom'd to, and habituated in 3 from enmity to, and dif- 
like of the matter, they'l pretend that occaſion, to Hy off from any 
farther hearing it. The numberle(s things of the Goſpel ore thing 
neceſſary, the Pearl of great price, the unſpeakable gift, the Thoughts, 
Aﬀettions, Words, Works, Births, Fruits and products thereof, will 
be found to out-number, as well as tranſcendently to exceed in dig- 
nity, all man's firſt-creation no-things, ſhadows, things that are not. 
Things eternal have their numerous varieties as well as excellencies, 
above all firſt-creation periſhing vanities. The New-creature Goſpel- 
ſpirit, brings with it, into man, the New-creature Life, Wiſdom, and 
Righteonſneſs of God ;, thatis, that creature-life, that (being in Chriſt, 
perſonally united with the Divine; and, in Saints, in unchangeable 
harmony with the-Divine) is call'd the Life of God ; and they that 
have it, are ſaid to be bor of God, and partake of the Divine Nature ; 
2 Pet.1.4. Al things are theirs, and they are Chriſt s,and Chriſt is God's ; 
1Cor. 3.22,23.Goed, or the infinite Divine Nature zs their inheritance, 
by way of obje&t, to their ſight and enjoyment 3 not an ingredient 
into their perſons, as in Chriſt's. That's his ſuper-eminent Preroga- 
tive, But Saints are Co-herrs with him, of (zod (Rom. 8. 17.) as to 
the viſion of, and feeding on the Divine Glory, to cternity. 

The great delign of the whole Scripture, 1s, to bring Men into 
the view, love, and enjoyment of things eternal, (2 Cor. 4. 18.) all 


which,are comprehended in the'explain'd oze thing neceſſary. The 


vaſt number of things eternal, in the one eternal Creature-ſprrit of Chriſt 


i CHeb.9.14.) are handed to us, in great variety of Expreſſion, Types, 


Figures, Parables, Similitudes, with moſt ſignificant Inſtructions, 
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about the ore thing, or ſpirit, that comprehends them all ; as the na- 
rural fpirit in Man and Angel, comprehends all their natural things, 
fir(t-Creation Shadows, periſhing Vanities. Thoſe that come to any 
right frame of mind towards God's Goſpel-things, will quit (and 
71d them(clves of ) all thoſe Prejudices and falſe Conceptions, they 
have bin cramm'd with, and built up1in, by worldly-Church-cuſtom's; 
and freely expoſe their darling nature,to be touch'd and hit, betweer 
the Joznts of the Harneſs, or Armonr of Mar, by the (harp doctrine and 
diſcipline of the Goſpel-ſword and Croſs of Chriſt. Man, at beſt, in 
bis own Strength, Wiſdom, and Armour, ſtands ready to reſiſt, and 
fight agayaſt God ; not the Devil. Whoſe ſide was Paul engag d on, 
when according to Law, blamleſs? Every right interpretation of Scrip- 
ture will be at this work with us, even the darting in mortifying 
Truths upon Nature's heart, ſhooting in the ſharp Arrows of the Lord, 
into the hearts of the King's Enemies,even in Saints,the foes of their own 
houſe, their own very Spirit (and that, at beſt) with all the myſti- 
cal Children, Works, Fruits or Products thereof, as altogether Vanity, 
and finful. All the deſires, thoughts, and reaſonings, our own ſpirit 
(the foe of our own houſe) people's our Souls with, againſt God, and 
his only way of ſaving us, are a numerous throng of Enemies, Fighe 
ters and Warriers againſt God, and the true intereſt, or eternal con- 
cerns of our own Souls. Thele are all ſtruck at, at every turn, by 
every right Goſpel-word or doGdtrine of the Croſs. It we come, with 
but itching Ears, to gratify our curioſity, by hearing a few Goſpel- 
words of God's Wiſdom, as a novelty among the various Words or 
Dodrines of Mans,tor our underſtandings to trade in (tofurniſh no» 
tional Diſcourſe, only ; and fo, to pride our ſclves in over-tgpping 
others underſtandings) we (ball find our ſelves forcly miſtaken,in the 
caſe. Such a deſign may ſeem a-kin to *Ptolomee's curioſity, in pro- 


curing the Greek tranſlation of the old Teſtament (by 72 Jews, 6 of* 


each of the twelve Tribes, call'd thence, 2umero rotundo, the Septu- 
agint) to furniſh his new-ereCted Egyptian library, amongſtthelearn'd 
writings of the wiſe Greeks and others, from others parts. God's 
Word is another-gets thing, and has far other-gets matters to do, with 
Men, then to furniſh a little overly Diſcourſe. Where rightly inter- 
preted in the Words of his Wiſdom {or of that ſpirit,which inſpired 
the holy Pen-men thereof) 'twill be 4 Savor of Life or Death to the 
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hearersz 2 Cor.2.15,16. 'Tis as a fire in and upon Men's ſpirits (Lak, 
24.32.) A hammer, that breaks the Rock in pieces Jer, 23. 29. 1will 
oſper in the thing whereto he ſends it, accompliſh that which he pleaſes; 
(If. 55. 11.) Life or Death, in and to the reſpective heedful or re- 
gardleſs hearers thereof. *Tis dangerous dallying with ſuch ſharp, 
two-edg'd tools. Do we ſtand trifling, and he at catch, with the 
Phariſees, to ſee what Goſpel-dottrine will be at? Where it will 
pitch ? Alas,alas! Every Word of it, rightly heard and conſiderd, 
makes a home-thruſt at Nature's heart, howe're it ſlips o're Men's in- 
advertent heads,while they confuſedly wait for they know not what; 
hoping to hear ſome change of voice, 1n favour to pooreNature's 
head.and that the Righteous Life of the earthly Jeruſalem State there- 
of. need not be ſurrendred to the Goſpel-lword and Croſs. A like 
vain thought, to that of King Zedekzah, when he ſent privately for 
Feremy out of a Dungeon, to ſpeak with him. Is there any Word 
from the Lord? Says he, to him. Theres, ſays Jeremy ; and this is 
it. Thou ſhall be deliver'd into the hand of the King of Babylon; Jer. 37, 
17. How Nebuchadnezzar handled him; ſee, Fer. 52. 8,—11, The 
Word of God is 4 ſteddy, conſtant Word ; not oft and on: 0 yea and 
may, with it; all's;5ea, andamen (2 Cor. 1. 17,—20.) Or abſolute, 
infallible Truth. . 

The mercenary preachers of Satans accurſed other Goſpel, in great 
variety of opinion-and way, flouriſh in worldly dignities and recom- 
pences, for their pretended skil 1n ſpiritual atfairs 5 the whole world 
running after them ; 1 Joh.4.5. Rev.13.3. Amidl(t this (clf-exalted crew 
of mercenary Babylonians, with their #zany inventions, if the true, 
ſpiritual Goſpel-Declarer, can but ſcape blows, he will think himſelf 
tolerably treated. He comes with a Doctrine, that ſtrikes at the 
very root and foundation of all their humane ſclf-intereſts ; the 

* very principle of all their Lite, Defire, Thought and Action, at beſt. 
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CHAP. VIIL. V. 1. 


Who is as the wiſe Man? and, who knoweth the interpretation of a 
thing 2 (Heb. word) A man's wiſdone maketh his face to ſhine,and 
the boldneſs (Heb. ſtrength ) of his face ſhall be changed. 


Ft are too queſtions 3 the latter, implying an anſiver tothe 
former : and then, a declaration of the valuable priviledges of 
the truly wiſe man. The wiſdom of man is nothing in the caſe. The 
words of God's Wiſdom, his oracles, whether given in Dreams, Viſions, 
or by his true "Prophets, are too hard for that interpreter. The new- 
creature wiſdom of God, ix Daniel and the three Children, was ten tines 
better than that, in all the Magicians (or wiſe men ) in the Realm, Dan. 1. 
20, In this, could Daniel tell both the oraculous dream of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and the interpretation : thoſe wiſe men, neither ; Dan. 2. The 
great prophetical Image of worldly Monarchy, from that day to the 
end of this World, Man's day,and Satan's reign, was the matter of the 
Dream. Then, the Dream of the great e high Tree, which more particu- 
larly related to Nebuchadnezzar himſclf,was interpreted by Daniel,alſo; 
Dar. 4. 22. And, after this, in the reign of  Belſhazzar, grandchild 
to Nebuchadnezzar, did the ſame Damniel interpret the Mene Tekel, on 
the Palace-Wall, none of the wiſe Men of Babylon knew what to make 
of; Dar. 5.15. and v. 25,-28, Daniel, as an awakened ſpiritual Saint, 
knew the interpretation of the thing, or word, no wiſdom of Man could 
interpret. Yet, does the but reſtored righteous firſt-covenant Saint, 
Wiſe, Strong and Honorable in Chriſt, there, ( figurd by the wiſe Mew 
of Babylon, Egypt, and the King of Tyre, preſumptuouſly reckon him- 
ſelf wiſer then Daniel, or 'Pazl ;, Ezek. 28.3. 1 Cor. 4. 10: The Queen, 
recommending Darrel, to frighted, amaz'd King Be/hazzar ( when 
ſhe faw his thoughts trouble hine, and Conntenance chang'd ) (aid, there's 
4 man in thy Kingdom, in whont is the Spirit of God, an excellent Spirit, 
having the light, underſtanding and wiſdom of God in it ; by which he 
had knowledge and underſtanding, for interpreting dreams, ſhewing hard 
femtences, and diſſolving doubts, or untying knots, as the Chaldee reads. 
c Cc Da- 
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Daniel interprets the Mene Tekel, and the execution was ſpeedy; For, 
that night was King Belſhazzar ſlain, by the Medes and *Perſians,who, 
after two years ſiege,then enter'd the Town, by diverting the River 
Euphrates, Dan. 5. 5,--31. Here's the truly wiſe man. His Wiſdom 
conſiſts in, and is evidenced by a right interpreting of Parables and 
dark ſayings, of important concern, in their ſignificancy, but too ob- 
ſcure and difficult for man's wiſdom, at beſt, to deal with, or unrid- 
dle. Neither literal, nor myſtical Magicians, Men or Angels, in any 
firſt-creation underſtanding, or learning, can interpret them. Such 
another as Daziel, was Joſeph, long before. "Pharaoh had two Ora- 
culous Dreams, that by their impreſſion upon his mind, ſignified, 
that they ſignified ſome important thing, to him and his people : but 
what, he could not tell. This was left for the true interpreting Spi- 
rit in Foſeph, to declare. A(ebuchadnezzar knew, tho' his Dream was 
ſlipp d from him, that 'twas an Oracle from God, and had a concern- 
ing ſfignificancy, ſo his ſpirit was troubled, as Pharoab's in like caſe, til 
they both knew what their Dreams meant; Dan. 2.1. Gen.41. 8. They 
were both perfe&t puzzlers to the wiſdom of man. Nome of the wiſe 
men in Egypt or Babylon, could interpret either of theſe Kings Dreams. 
Pharoah''s doubled Dream, in two diſtin& Sleeps, lignified the ſame 


things, ſeven years Plenty, and then ſeven of Famine. The fat and. 


lean Kine coming out of the River Nile, ſignified the ſame caule of the 
Plenty and Famine 3 of the Plenty, by its wonted overflowings ; 
and of the Famine, by failing therein, The two Kings, for the ſignal 
benefits they received by the hand' of theſe two choice Saints, ad- 
vanc'd them to great worldly dignities, in their ſeveral Kingdoms 
and days. The Reaſon given, was, becauſe the Spirit of God was in 
them ; Gen.41.38.Dan. 2. 48.8 5. 1x. Is this a qualification for pre- 
ferment with Kings,now a-days, tho' call'd Chriſtian, that thefe two 
Heathen Princes preferr'd Joſeph and Daniel tor > Were there true 


Goſpel-Saints in Heathen Ceſars houſhold (Phil.4. 22.) in Paul's time? 


Where are ſuch now.in Chriſtian Ceſars houſholds ? 

The Wiſdom then, or Underſtanding that judges, or diſcerns all 
things (1 Cor.2.15.) and fo, can interpret all words (into thoſe things, 
fignified by them, as God's full intent and meaning in them ) this 
renders the happy poſleſlor thereof, the wiſeman, here meant. It makes 


him « Seer of God; one that can read, underſtand, and declare the 
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whole Counſel of God, about the 2M of men. Such Wiſdom, as 
reaches the deep things of God's very Divinity, and moſt excellent 
ſpiritual creature-things of Chriſt and God 3 ſure, natural, the loweſt 

eneral rank of things, in Man and Angel's firſt-creation-make, can't 
he hid, from. The divine and ſpiritual things of God, knoweth no Man 
or Angel, in their ſingle, natural. make or ſtate; but in the Spirit of 
Ged, the new-Creature Goſpel-ſpirit of Chriſt, becoming the Prin- 
ciple of their Life and diſcerning, by a new-Creation of them; 1 Cor. 
2.10,— 15. Such Wiſdom is not found in the firſt-creation Land of the 
living, or State of Life, Viſible or inviſible natural things, firſt-crea- 
tion Vanities, are the bounding (utmoſt immediately diſcernable ) 
objefts of the higheſt Wiſdom, in that ſtate, No fowl: of the Air, 
Angels, by their myſtical Valtur's Eye, or quickeſt, cleareſt natural 
fight, do ſo much as reach that place or ſpiritual ſtate in Chriſt; 
where trae Wiſdom, and Underſtanding are found. Job 28. 7, 12, 13 
20, 21. Spiritual Light, darted on the natural Underſtanding of Man 
or Angel, may convince them both, that there are,not only Divine, 
but Spiritual, new-Creature things, which are quite out of the reach 
of their bare natural Underſtandings. And, that 'tis in the awak'ned 
principle of ſpiritual Life, only, they can properly and fully ſee and 
enjoy ſuch things. All then, that undertake to handle the written 
Oracles or Word of God, without this only Key,or true inte reting 
Wiſdom of God, communicated to them, in his Creature-Spirit of 
Grace, we may eaſily judg what work they are like to make on't, or 
what recompence they'l have for their pains. How Men,that handle 
the written Word of God, in a Wiſdom and Spirit, that's fooliſhneG 
and enmity to the living Word, Spirit, and Wiſdom of God, will be 
handled by that living Word,at laſt,may uy be gueſs'd. Man,in all 
firſt-Covenant Life, Light, Wiſdom, — neſs, Holineſs,is but boly 
fleſh : wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable in C Fo 3 yet,but the natural Mar, 
that can't receive the things of God ;, for, they are fooliſhneſs to him + and 
Parl, or any true Spiritual Saint, is reckon'd a fool, for owning or 
aſſerting any ſuch things; 1 Cor. 2. 14.8 4.8,10. They are not the ob- 
jets of the natural underſtanding, are only ſpiritually diſcern'd. And 
he is offended,and ſiumbles at the croſ-dattrine ofdeath to his natural 
ſtate, as undiſpenſably neceſlary to his coming at true Wiſdom,or ſpi- 
ritual Underſtanding. Such doctrine, he reckons folly and — 
Ccc 2 I Cor, 
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x Cor. 1.23. Joh. 10. 20. Hoſ. 9.7, 8.. Firſt then, orig ts is 
true Wiſdom not to be found ?. not in: the firlt-Creation Land of the 
living, Then, affirmatively, where is it to be had? In the new-Crea. 
tion Land of the [iving, or ſpiritual, Goſpel-ſtate of life. The Wiſdow 
of Man, that can't diſcern _ Things or Truths, how (ſhould it in. 
terpret the words of God's Wiſdom, that means only ſuch things, by all 
firſt-creation ſhadows, figures, and ſimilitudes ? All Scripture, as to 
the true ſpiritual intent and meaning of God, is Book ſeal'd to the 
higheſt natural Wiſdom of Angel or Man ; 1.29.11. All divine and 
ſpiritual. things of God, meant in the Scripture, are #»yiteries, faſt 


lockd up from that ſort of Underſtanding, in learned , or unlearned. 


+ Man then, going to work , with that, which diſcerns no 
things of God, ſhuts out all thoſe things, that are ſhut up from him, 
out of his humane Divinity, ſo call'd ; and ſo,ſbuts up the Kingdom of 
Heaven, in ſtead of opening it, to his Hearers.. Let him read, ſtudy, 
and preach, as long as eHethuſelab lived, he comes not one jot nearer 
the myſteries or Truths of God,in the Scriptures,then when he lay in 
his cradle, Yea,worſezhe is a dire enemy to all ſuch Truthsor Things, 
when declared 3 he hates and deteſts them, as blaſphemous Fidions. 
So, ſoutting up the Kingdom of God, rans down himſelf and his blind 
Followers tothe Ghambers of death.In a lying humaneſpirit of Divination, 
back'd with Satan's lying evil angelical ſpirit, do Men come forth, to 
declare the Truths of God,ard ſay,the Lord ſaith;Ezek.13.6.God figni- 
fies his divine and ſpiritual things, to Men ( which lie quite out of 
their natural diſcerning and reach) by ſuch carthly ſhadows and fi- 
res, as are diſcernable tothem; and they lay hold on thoſe ſhadows, 
enying all allegorizing, or interpreting them into God's Spiritual, 
Heavenly truths, or things. God's things can be no otherwiſe ſpo- 
ken to-man, then iz parables, or by ſuch things as are diſcernable to 
him 3 Mat. 13. 34. The truly wiſe ſpiritual Saint, only, underſtands the 
myſteries of the Kingdomaf Heaven, or, myſterious things of God, 
__ 17 the Scripture; v. 11. To others, that ſtick in the letter, 
$a parable ; a rid.le. And thus do, even Saints themſclves, before 
the incorruptible Seed or principle of Spiritual Life be actually 
waken'd up in them. And after that, alſo, their natural Man ( fo 
far as unſubdued and untransform'd into harmony with their ſpiritual, 
in lite,and light) underſtands not ſuch Myſteries. No Marin his natural 


ſtate, - 
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ſtate,receives Chriſt's Teff;mony of ſpiritual, heavenly Truths or things3 
- 3- 31,32. Man's very Wiſdom or underſtanding is the Vzil on 
im, the partition-wall, between him and all ſpiritual things. The 
” exchange of that, by the obedient death of nature, for God's unſpeak- 
u able gift of ſpiritual Life and Wiſdom, is his only poſhible way of 
ll coming at any right and full underſtanding of the Scripturcs. Man 
0 fvells and puffs at any thing, his underſtanding can't reach, and his 
Will hates : ſo, ſcoffs at allegorizing the Scriptures, or interpreting 
them, into ſome other, farther things, then the literal ſhadow or f1- 
gure 5 leſt ſomething ſhould, by fo deep dipping into it, be turn'd 
up for Truth, that's above his underſtanding, and nor pleaſing to his 
Will. In love to his own Wiſdom, he denies there is any other but 
God's purely divine, no ſpiritual Creature-Wiſdom. And, if any 
pretend to that, he cenſures them, for Lyciferian Preſumption. He 
deniesthat ſuperiour Creature-wiſdom, Saints are partakers of, which 
is calld alſo, the Wiſdom of God; and then, moſt falſely taxes them 
with pretending to the very infinite divine Wiſdom. The ſpiritual 
Saint, only, has the ſeeing Eye, hearing Ear, and underſianding Heart, 
the ſenſes ſuited tothe divine and ſpiritual thirgs of God. All others, ſee- 
| ing, ſee not and hearing, hear not, nor underſtand ; Mat. 13. 13,-- 
15; From Ifa. 6.9, 10. The ſpiritual wiſe Man, 1n his new erected in- 
tellect and life, ces all things, divine and twofold creaturely, ſpiri- 
tual, and natural, in their very hidden eflences, properties, and na- 
ked evidence, The natural wiſe Man, does but conjecture, gueſs 
at the hidden properties, eflences, and occult qualities (as he there» 
fore call's them ) of the very viſible, or lower fort of natural things. 
In the Apocryphal Wiſdom of Solomon, we find words to this pur- 
* poſe; Chap. 9. 13,--18. What man knows the Counſel of God ? 
* Or who can think what the Will of the Lord is ? The thoughts of 
« mortal Men are miſerable, and our devices uncertain. For, the cor- 
« ruptible body prefſeth down the Soul ; the earthy Tabernacle 
« weigheth down the Mind, which muſeth on many things. Hard- 
« ly gueſs we aright, at things on Earth, that are before us: bur, 
« things in Heaven, who hath ſearched out ? Thy Counſel, who hath . 
« known, except thou give Wiſdom.and ſend thy holy Spirit from a- 
« bove 2 For ſo, the ways of Men on Earth, are reform'd, as taught 
_ « things, pleaſing to thee 3 and faved through Wildom. Lo then, 
the 
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the vaſt differences of natural and ſpiritual Wiſdoms, or Underſtand. 
ings! The divine and ſpiritual creature-things of Chriſt and God,are 
clearly diſcernable to the one; and not the lower ſort of natural 
things, to the other. Spiritual Wiſdom that ſees all the things of 
| God, can interpret all the words of God ; declare the very divine 
thought, intent and meaning, in all. They that have thrs union 
from the holy one know all things. The ſaid anointing teachethof all things, 
I Joh, 2. 20, 27. That new-creature, Goſpel-ſpirit of Truth, where- 
with true Saints are anointed, gxides them into all Truth, and ſhews 
them things to come, even all that God will do with the obedient 
ſubmittcrs to, or incorrigible Rebels againſt, the ſaid'Spirit, for.ever, 
in cternal Life or Death. This Spirit, in the awaken'd-up ſeed there- 
of, will bring to remembrance, words or things paſt, alſo 3 what their 
natural Man, in the days of their ignorance, has receiv'd the report 
of, by the bearing of the Ear; and give them the clear, full fight or 
underſtanding of, by the ſeeing of the ſpiritual Eye, or new Intelle&; 
Joh 14. 26. Job came to the bleſſed experience of this, by and after 
the ſufferings of his natural Man, under the Croſs; Fob42.5, Al 
things the F ather hath, are mine, ſays Chrilt ; and this Spirit of mine 
in jou, ſhall ſhew you all ( Joh 16.14, 15.) all the things of my new- 
creation Kingdom, in the conjundtive Divine and Creature-glories 
of me, the King thereof; all which, are Myſteries, hidden and ſhut 
up from all natural, firſt-creation underſtanding of Man or Angel. 
They can be ſpoken to that,only in Parables, figuratively repreſented 
to it, only, by firſt-creation Shadows, and Similitudes, in dark ſayings, 
till open'd by the ſpiritual Remembrancer,in Men. This is the Ixter- 
preter, Meſſenger, Apoſtle, or ſent-one of God, as Elihu calls him, 
that can ſhew to Man his Uprightneſs (Job 33. 23.) Yea, make him 
unchangeably upright, in God's ſight. He was not made (o, by the 


firſt-creation. For, then could he-not have miſcarried, by his many . 


inventions 3 as, Eccle, 7. 29. This Spirit makes the Saint wiſer ther all 
his firſt-crearton Teachers, in the words of Man's Wiſdom 3 who will 
yet pretend to.teach, and endeavour to reclaim him, from his hereti- 
cal and blaſphemous Enthuſiaſms, as they call the very Inſpirations of 
the Almighty (Job 32.8.) The teachings of God. Does the ſpiritual 
Saint.zeed, that any ſuch Men ſhould teach him, (1 Joh. 2. 27. ) who 
themſtlves may be, or are the moſt criminal Enthuſiaſts, under the 
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inſpirations of ſedncing Spirits,preaching the very dodrines of Devils? 
1.Tim. 4. 1, 2. Chrilt,as our riſen Lord, is the ſupream Goſpel-Mi- 
niſter, im the faid Spirit. And there are no Miniſters of his Goſpel, 
ave in and of the ſame Spirit, given to (and quickned up in ) them. 


Thus, ſee we, who is the true Goſpel-wiſe Mar. Paul was ſuch an one, 


when a fool, weak, and defpicable, in the Eye or Judgment of firſt- 
covenant Proteſſors or Brethren, wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable in Chriſt, 
there; 1 Cor. 4. 8, 10. 

Having then diſpatch'd the two queſtions,come we to the declard 
Priviledges of this wife Man. | 


t, Such a 74's wiſdom maketh bis face to ſhine, and the boldneſs (or 
ſtrength) of bis face ſhall be chang'd. 


Theſe effe&s of the Spirit of trae Wiſdom, in man,were eminently 
ſeen upon the natural Man of Chr'it, in his transfiguration, prefati- 
cal to what would be fully accompliſh'd upon him, in the Reſurre&i- 
on. His Face ſhone as the Sun, and his raiment was white as the light 3 
Mat.17.2.After his Reſurre&ion,and Aſcent alſo,he ſhone brighter then 
the Sun, to Paul, in his way to Damaſcus ; At. 26. 13. The Divine 
King greatly delights in this beauty, pat upon men; and men, there- 
in5 *Þal 45- 11. This beauty, gives men a holy boldneſs, in God's 
preſence. No firſt-creation beauty or righteouſneſs will do this. Filth 
of Spirit,or enmity to God's Divine and Creature-Spirit,renders all 
that, deformity and filthy rags 3 Iſa. 64. 6. See what all garments and 
works in the but reſtor'd natural ſtate of Man, amount unto 3 1/2 59. 
6,-8. No fleſb ( or man in fleſhly, firſt-creation life, and beſt perfor- 
mances thereof, and in) can ſtand with boldneſs, be Joſtified before 
God (Gal.2.16.) or ſaved ; 1 Cor. 15.50. 1z the clean, unſpottable, in- 
corruptible lite, /zzen or —_ of the new-creation Spirit of 
Chriſt, car men come boldly to the Throne of Grace, or appear before 
God, with ſucces, in their addrefſles and prayers ; Heb.4.16. 


Verſ. 2. counſel thee to keep the King s Commandment z and that, in 
regard of the Oath of God, 


The (tri confining theſe words to the literal ſenſe, may over- 
throw 
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throw the very advice given, in them. For, literal Kings oft require 
what's contrary to the Oath of God; yea, to the common light of 
Nature. Both the moral Heathen, faithfulto his firſt-Covenant light 
or Law of rational Nature ; and the Jew or Chriſtian, poſle(s'd of firſt. 
Covenant Life,alſo ; both theſe are to keep the Command of the King, 
here meant, who gave them both the ſaid Light and Life 3 as the 
enlightner of every man that comes into the World; Joh.1. 9. As faſt as 
Chriſt ſet up in *Paxl, one light after another (light of Nature, light 
and life of the Law, and then light and life of his Goſpel-Spirit) he 
walk'd faithfully, in obedience to him 3 A@. 23. 1. He obey'd him 
morally.and then legally, in firſt-Covenant light 3 and, then, evan- 
gelically, in the light of the ſecond. Man, in all variety of light, 
ought to be faithful to that King, that gives all z following that light, 
as his Law, in and to him, for diredting his ſteps, in deſire, thought, 
word,and a&tion. Now, a literal King, oft eſtabliſhes miſchief by an 
evil Law, or commands things contrary to eſtabliſhd good Laws,and 
wants not for Flatterers, that will tell him,all are bound to obey ſuch 
his perſonal Commands, under pain of damnation,from that of (Rom. 
T3. 1, 2. ) moſt falſly interpreted, in a perfe&t contrariety to God's 
meaning, in it. ZLedekiah ſwore Allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar, who 
2ave him that name, ſignifying, the Oath of God, to mind him of his 
Covenant. His rebelling, and ſending to Egypt for help, againſt Ne- 
buchadnezzar,God revenges upon him. Shal/ he proſper & ſhall he break 
the Covenant, and be deliver'd ? with the King, that made hin King, 
whoſe Oath he deſpis'd, in Babylon, ſhall he die 5 Ezek.17. 14,--16.Yea, 
v. 19. God calls it his Oath and Covenant, the breach whereof, therefore, 
himſelf would recompence upon his guilty head. Nebuchadnezzar and 
his Council of War, at Riblah, cauſe kis Sons and all bis Nobles to be 
lain before his eyes : then, put out his eyes, and carry him priſoner to Ba- 
bylon, where he dies; 2King. 25. 4,--7. So, Jer. 39. 4,--7. and Jer. 52, 
8,--11. This got he, by rebelling againſt the words of the Lord, by 
histwo eminent Prophets, Ezekiel in Babylon, and Jeremy in Feruſatem. 
A paſlive obedience to the Civil Magiſtrate, i» ſuffering for well 
dving (1 Pet. 2. 20.) 1s,what God requires, even from Saints ( as ac- 
knowledging Civil Government an Ordinance of God, under which 
by Providence, they are put) figurative to a great ſpiritual Truth, 


which is the fall meaning of this advice, for keeping the King's Com- 
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mand, here, in paſſive obedience, FR his Croſs, and Spiritual 
Sword, on their natural ſtate, however faithfully they have demean'd 
themſelves in it 3 as Fob. 

Not then denying thele literal Truths, as to a right ſtated aftive 
or paſſive obedience to Civil Magiſtracies, let's turn - our under- 
ſtandings to the ultimate ſenſe of the counſel, here given. The ab- 
ſolute King, here, is Chriſt, over all the Earth 3 Pſal.2. 6,-8. This, 
not in the ſpirit and life of the Law, as the Jews would have made 
him (Joh. 6. 15.) but,of the Goſpel, into which he raisd our nature, 
in himſelf, In his refurreQion-ſtate, is the Man Chriſt, the univerſal 
Monarch 3 as *Pazl interprets P/al. 2.7. AG.x 3.33. By love or force, 
ſhall every knee bow to, and tongue confeſs this King. All friends and foes 
muſt and ſhall pay homage to him, whey he, takes to himelf-his great 
reigning Power, «Rev. 11.17) or aCtually comes forth/in the' viſible 
exerciſe thereof. None ſhall be able to hurt or hifider him, or- his 
true ſubjefts , in his peaceable Reign over all. He will daſh enenries ine 
pieces, like a Potters Veſſel, with his Iron Rod or Scepter 3 Pſal.2.9. Ifa. 
11.1,—2.In that all-powerful new-creation life and name,into which 
he Has raisd our nature; will he do all this,to foes : Nor is thereSalvis 
tion in a1y other #ami or life, for friends not in his partaket-of KLaw- 
name or life, by the knowledg of hinz after the fleſh, or conformity to 
him in that perfe& changeable firſt-covenant life of the Law,he took, 
as born of a Woman ;, but that, into which raisd out of the death of 
thatz”Ad.4.10,-12. He fays, that of himſelf, itt his Lawslife,- he eonlel. 
do nothing. The obedience he had to''perform- in- that, was- pathve; 
as commanded of his Father,” Foh» 16. #7, 18; This ſuffering 
ence, appointed by the Father, when finiſhed, (70h. 17. 4. ) our na» 
ture in him, was glorified and exalted by the Father, ito a-lifs; 
wherein he can do all the Father doth; Joh. 5.1933. '$0;Saitts' uM 
do nothing of themſelves; or, in their own LaW-life,toirdsSalvat 
but, on the obedient ſurrender of that, in Chriſt's Gofpel-life ca 
do all things 5 Phil. 4. 13. God, then, works all int or for them, and thty 
work all their works in hinz.1a.26.12 Phil. 2. 13. Joh. 3.21: But,confi 
how great this Man,the King of Saints,& Ruler of all,is; Pe i} irofvifed 
4bove all his felloto-Brethres ( that are Co-heirs with hit, of Gvd.) ith the 

tranſcendent prerogative of his fountait-creature-hte of everlafting 
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Saints,that are Kings & ro to God,will ever own himastheir Kings 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords,and High-Prieſt,in a tranſcendent ſupre- 
macy over,and ſuperiority to the higheſt Saints,and all Saints and An- 
gels,put together. All are ta howour hint,as they bonour the Fathers Jo.5.22, 
See then the weight of Solomzor's Counſel; here, for keeping this 
King's Commandment, to whom God has given all-Rule and-Autho- 
rity over both Worlds, as Heir of all things ; Pfal. 2.-6,--9. .Heb.1.2. 
The Reaſon he gives tor this Counſel]; is, i# regard of the Oath of-God, 
This Oath implies the terms between God and the Man Chriſt, on 
which he is to poſſeſs all God's Authority over his creatures. The. 
ſurrender of the pure and ſpotleſs natural Life of the Law, for that 
ſpiritual Goſpel-Creature Life, that's in unchangeable perſonal union 
with the divine, entitles him to the exerciſe of all conjunCtive, di-: 
vine and creature-power, over all. Chriſt's own Brieſtly, Goſpel-, 
Spirit, offer'd up his Law-ſpirit, in Sacrifice to. his Father, as his-part. 
of the Covenant of. theOath,the new-and everlaſting Covenant. Then, the. 
Father-perform'd his part 3 made the Man Chriſt, Ruler over all, as 
adyanced into the lite of his original prieſtly Goſpel-ſpirit 5 and-ſo, 
made a Prieſt for ever, after the order. of Melchiſedec, or.in the life of 
his creature-root, the original Melchiſedec. And, on theſame account,. 
has he made hin: King over. all. Pſal. 2.6, 7. All this, hath God con- 
firm'd by Oath, to our myſtical Lord, Abraham, figur'd by the literal, 
on offering: up his myſtical Iſaac,or ſpotleſs natural Life, to him. God 
ſware by Hemſe , he would perform his promisd part; fox advancing 
the Man, Chriſt 3- and Saints, in their degree, on the like obedient 
Sacrifice of their natural State. So have they two immutable things for 
their ſtrong conſolation ; his immutable Counſc), or living Creature- 
word, and his immutable infinite Divinity 3 Heb.6.13,—18. Here's 
the ſafe anchor-ground tor Saints: ſure and certain hopes of cteraal 
Life and Bleſledne(s,on ſurrender of their fading natural.Saints,by fol- 
lowing Chriſt's ſuftering-ſteps, into'a conformity with him-in bis death, 
are aſlur'd.by him, they ſhall reign with him, m that life, he is riſen and 
aſcended into 3. 2 Tim. 2. 11, 12. No other way, can any come to 
reign with him.” Saints muſt keep his (ommand,as he his Father's, that 
has made him _ 3 J0b.14.15.& 10.18.Theſe are the true and faith- 
ful ſayings. of his ſpiritual Law 3 all, zea, and. amen ;, of abſolute, in- 
fallible certainty. The ſame way,our changeable nature comes to 
| reign 
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reign in him, can it, in us3a change by death, for his unchangeable 
creature-Lite, that's ; ogg and eternal. The Man Chriſt, the King 
of Kings, in infinite divine and irreſiſtible Creature-power, exerciſes 
a.univerſal kingly and prieſtly Authority, in Love or Wrath, over all 
Angels and Men, or bad. He will facrifice changeable nature, 
as to any goodneſs thereof, in them all; in the incorrigibly wicked, 
to God's revenging Juſtice, No being ſaved, but as with Chriſt,obe- 
diently yeilding to the terms of the Covenant by Oath,the new and 
everlaſting Covenant; even the ſacrifice of all, receiv'd by us, in the 
firſt; *Pſat. 50. 5. This muſt be done (in regard of the Oath of God, 
to Chriſt ) as our duty, in obedience to this King's command' to us; 


* who _— nothing of us herein, but what himſelf has done. Fa- 
n 


ther and Son,are AY d or diſobey'd,together. He that hath the 
Son fath the Father alſo : and he that obeys the Son,obeys the Father. 
2 Joh.,v.g.Mat. 10.40.Luk.10.16.Joh.15.10. & ver. 23,24-&.16.15,27. 


Verſ. 3. Be not haſty to go ont of his ſight : ſtand not in an evilthing : 
for, he doth whatſoever pleaſeth him. 85 


Here's a farther. reaſon for obeying this great King. He has fiill 
commiſſion to do whatever he pleaſes, in both Worlds ; to foes, that 
{et up in the firſt, or natural 3 and Friends,that obediently quit that, 
for x ſecond, or ſpiritual. "Be not beſo then, to go out of his fight, 
by wilful turning from that light,by which he ſhews and offer's thar 
Life to you, wherein he is King. Think not to get our of his ſight, 
or reach of his Power. He ſees yard ſeehim or no. And 
his Power will reach you, for your wickedneſs, in refuſing to ſee, 
own, and become willingly ſubje& to him. There's o fleeing from 
bis preſence. His preſence im Wrath, will reach you, in Hell it elf; Pal. 
139. 7, 8. Yet, will Enemies labour to ſhuffle themſelves out off 

reſence. They will bid him , depart from them, as not deſiring the 
Knowleds of his Ways of ſaving them 3 Fob 21. 14, 15. Even firſt-co- * 
venant holy Men, defire not to hear of his Counſels for the favi 
them, by the deſtrufion of their fleſhly life, or natural ſtate, at 
Yea, true Saints, for a ſeaſon, are found amongſt theſe refuſers of 
God's Reproofs and Counſels, for their Salvation 3 ignorantly, with ' 
Paul. And Fob, while frighted at the Death-diſcipline of the Croſs; 
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upon his righteous' natural ſtate, went a-while #2 company with the 
workers of Iniquitie, pleading againſt the equity of it, with wu 
reaſonings and arguings, as an injurious proceeding of God towards 
his Creatures 4 thus E/;h» charges him ; Job 34.5,--9. Yea/the natura] 
Man, even. in awaken'd. ſpiritual Saints, will be at ſuch work, as of- 
fended and amaz'd at a being daily plagu'd and chaſi'ned, notwith- 
ſtanding all their righteous circumſpe&t walking, while wicked Mex 
hawe more then heart canwiſh. See what ſtrange concluſions, an impe- 
tous hurry of carnal reaſonings is ready to run themintoz F/al.73.1,- 
14. Jer. 12, 1,2: & 20. 14,--18. But, the fpiritual Principle 1n the 


Saint, lifts up the natural (Eccle. 4. 10.) into SarGnary-light, to ſee | 


the deſign of God, in theſe cryptick Methods of his wonderful Wi: 
dom, dealing with them, as Sons ( Heb. 12.7. ) while thoſe that refuſe 
ſuch Chaſtiſements, periſh, by their very Proſperity, as gratified in 
their ſclf-choſen way, to their everlaſting Deſtruftion; P/al. 73.1 5,-- 
20. But, thouſands depart from Chriſt for ever, and walk no more with 
bin, or look after him, as coming with his Croſs-doftrin, or crucify- 
ing-work upon their natural State, They defire no knowledg of 
him, in ſuch ways of ſaving them ; Foh.6. 66. The Devil's,and his 
Inſtryments deſtructive, but pleaſing Ways and Counſel, they like 
better. And then, in the darkneſs of his Spirit and Counſels, they 
think to hide themſelves from this King, ſaying, »o Eye ſees them; how 
does (3od know what they are doing ? Pal 73.11. They are, for this, 
call'd: brutiſh Fools:3. Plal. 94.7,—1 1. Brutiſh- Men and Fools know 
210t this, that when the wreked ſpring as the graff, and workers of Iniquity 
flouriſh, "tis, that they fhall be deftroyd for ever 5 Pal. 92:6, 7. 

T. Stand not in an evil thing. Perſiſt not in this evil Praftice of 
turning from this Kingz and in this vain thought of ſecuring your 
ſelves wy his ſighr,and juſt revenging Power. Ye may ſoon ſin your 
ſclves aut of the reach of his mercy 3 but, never get out of the reach 
of his Wrath. Your endeavour to get ſpeedily ont of his (/ght, or out 
of the bowing of his words, will ſoon bring you under his Wrath, 
that can do what he pleaſes, with you. If ye will not have this ſpiritual 
Ring reign over you, he will command his Angels to ſlay you 5 Luk. 19. 
I4, 27. Theyl be a flaming fire on all final Reſiſters of his:Goſpel-do@rine 
aud Spirit ; 2 Thel. 1. 7,8. He will rejozce over all ſuch, to deſtroy them, 
that refuſe all his offers of good, to them. Dex. 28. 63. If they'l nor 
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pleaſe him, he will pleaſe himſ@f, m A deſtruftion. If they'l not 
gre the Glory, due to him, he will take it, by executing his juſt 
engeance on them, Adtively or paſſively, by what they do, or 
ſhall ſuffer, will he be glorified of all. If 2247 agree not with Chriſt, 
appearing as an Adverſary (and quietly deliver up his guilty, finning 
nature, to his Goſpel-croſs, Fire and Sword)he will plead againſt him, 
as juſtly demeriting final Deſtru&ion 3 Hat. 5. 25, 26. If his Gof- 
pel-ſword on Man's Law-ſpirit, be ſammitted to, he will be at Advo- 
cate, and prevailing Pleader for his final acceptance with God, rhe 
Fudg of all; Heb. 12. 23. Let's deliver up the guilty Rebel, this my- 
(tical Sheba ( 2 Sam. 20. 16,--2 2. ) the natural fpirit, to his ſpiritual 
Sword,and all ſhall be well;everlafting Peace will be proclaim'd to us. 


Verſ. 4. Where the word of a King is, there is power : and who may 
fay unto him, what doſt thou 2 


In the word of this glorious univerſal King, is Power, to fulfil if, 
on all his Subjects, in Love or Wrath ; whether ſubmitted to, or re- 
bell'd againſt. There's no queſtioning the reaſon of. his Will, or Au- 
thority of his Commands. He is furniſh'd with abſolute Soveraignty to 
accompliſh his unchangeably righteous Will; on all oppoſers thereof. 
He is abundantly qualified (1/2. 1r. 1,-4. ) to exerciſe God's ſove- 
rain Authority, over all. Not in the Law-ſpirit of Nature, by the 
bebe of its eyes, or hearing of its ears, will he judg, teprove,or puniſh 5 
but, in» his everlaſting righteous and mfallible Goſpel-ſpirit of Grace 
and Truth. Man's Law-fpirit of reſtor'd Nature, is (in effe&) war- 
ranted by man's wiſdom, to be the Tree of Life z and Chriſt's Goſpel- 
$pirit, that indeed is ſo, exploded as an enthufiaſtical fition, with all 
the words thereof Where this Goſpel takes place,that Satan preach'd 
toEve (and where docs it not 2?) there's no' hearing for Chriſt's. His 
Grace and Goſpel are made void, and'the declarers thereof reckon'd 
meer no-bodies, with *Payl, among rich firſt-covenant Profeflors and' 
Teachers; 1 Cor. 4. 10: 2 Cor. 10. 12. He will abundantly recompence 
his meek ones, \n love 3 «nd his and their Enemiesjn wrath; 2 Theſl.r. 
6-10. All ſecret wickedneſles will lienaked before his all-penetrating 
light  Heb.4. 12,13. He will be a ſwift Witneſs tgainſt, Condemner 
and Puniſher of all incorrigible Adverfaries. When he ſummon's all 


before 
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| before him (Eccl.1 2.14. 2 Cor. C 10.) 'twill be ſeen and'felt, that iv 
the word of this King is power. He will accompliſh all his words 3, for, he 
can do what pleaſes him ;, 16. 55. 11. And, he will ſilence, and render 
moſt frivolous,all contradiftion or oppoſition. - No Man or Angel, 
will have any colour for.queſtiomng his proceedings with them. He 
will ſet up an undeniable Teſtimony of the equity of his dealings to- 
-wards them, in their own couſciences. So, every #outh of 1miquity will 
be ſtopp'd. For, who may ſay to him, what doſt thou £ He will be found 
unqueſtionably juſt, in dowg what he pleaſes. 


Velſ. 5. IWhoſo keepeth the Commandment, ſhall feel no evil- thing : 
and, a wiſe man's heart diſcerneth both time and judgment. 


Here's the comfortable Uſe and Apphcation of - this great Truth ; 
a declaration of the unexpreffible Blefledneſs and Safety of thoſe that 
keep this King's Command. Whoſo hearkens to hinr, ſhall dwell ſafely, 
and be quiet from fear of evil; Prov.1. 33. Thoſe that ſpeak no evil, 
or blaſphemous word againſt him, {hall hear of no-evil or condemn- 
ing and puniſhing word from him, againſt them. He will ſet them 
above the power of all evil,dangers, or enemics, whatſoever. 
Deſt. But, what's the Commandment; carries ſo great advantage 
with it, to the Obſervers thereof ? 
 Anſw. That, the keeping whereof, imports and implies an univer- 
ſal obedience to this divine and ſpiritual King. Firſt-covenant Ser- 
vants, and People of God, that may again become no People, yea, adown- 
right Synagogue of Satan 3 ( Rev. 2. 9.) Such (while.knowing, well- 
vers'd, or mighty in the letter of Scripture, . and ſtrict in obedience 
thereto) may be altogether ſtrangers to "the ſpiritual mind of their 
Maſter, therein ; Jo . E5. 15, If, when convincingly ſhew'd and of- 
fer d Chriſt's Goſpel-life, they finally refuſe to part with their Law- 
life, and all they have therein,for it 3 they. become 4 Symagogue of Satan, 
and periſh for ever. Servants -in Chriſt, God's houſe, for a ſeaſon, if, 
on the utmoſt trial, they refuſe to become Sons, by loſing their ſer- 
vile, Law-life of bondage, for the glorious Goſpel-life and liberty 
of the Son of God (the King here meant)they mult turn out, and ne- 
ver come in it, more; oh. 8.35,36.Such Children of the Kingdom will 
be caſt out, and *Publicans and Harlots, with Zacchews and Mary May- 
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dale, common (1nners of the Gentiles from all parts, lifted over all 
their heads, by true Goſpel-converfion , and brought, -to {it 
down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdow of Heaven ; 
Mart, 8.11, 12. & 21.31. This doctrine, or declaration (as to common; 
Sinners,in the corrupt ſpirit of nature,being effetually cauſed to re- 
ceive the Goſpel, while a profefling firſt-covenant People deſpiſe and 
reject it, . are diſobedient and gain-ſaying to) Paul notes as a boly 
boldneſs for God, in the "Prophet Iſaiah 5 Rom. 10. 19,—21. Ifa. 65. 
1,2. A People of God. in the firſt, becoming no People again; and 
thoſe that are no People of Godin either Covenant, made, all on a 
ſudden.,a peculiar People,in the ſecond ; theſe are the chops and chan- 
ges of condition, incident to Men, under the wonder-working Power - 
and Grace of.God, in the King of Saints z Hof. 1.6,—10. God re- 
quir'd 1fae! to-own him King, ſubmitto the Government of his Spi- - 
rit in. Same) ;, the ſame Spirit, in which Chriſt is univerſal King. All; 
in that Spirit, are his true obedient Subje&s. Any Perſon, or any 
People; that will not have this ſpiritual, heavenly King reign over 
them, and in them (though his earthly Jeruſalem Citizens, or firſt- 
covenant People)ſce how: they't be handled by him 3 Lzk. 19. 14, 27. 
This great univerſal King, lately offer'd to ſet up his Theocratical 
Fifth-Monarchy, amongſt us. His earthly-Feruſalem-Citizens,in a firſt« 
covenant ſpirit, pretefided to it (as the Corinthian Profeſlors in Pants 
Goſpel-time, in a ſpirit, nor Chriſt nor he could own, for a reigning - 
principle, 1 Cor. 4.8.) and a huge noiſe they made, of owning the 
King- Jeſus, in but 2 knowledg of him after the fleſh, in» a reltord 
Law-life ; the very principle and ſtate, the Jews would have made 
him King,in 5 Joh.6.15. Such firſt-Covenant firlt-Monarchiſts, Kings, - 
or *Princes of this World, crucified the tme King Jeſus ; 1 Cor. 2.8; ' 
They blaſphem'd and crucified him, for owning: 4 K ingſhip and King- 
dom, not of this World (in his Goſpel-ſpirit of Grace and Truth) that - 
would have made him a King, in that Law-life and ſpirit, they were 
of, and in. They cry up thei Heathen Ceſar tor their King, rather 
then ſuch a Kirg Jeſus. Shall I crucify your King? ſays Pilate: We hate 
no King but Cclar, ſay they 3, Joh. 18.36,37. & 19.12,15. A plaincaſe; 
and our's,juſt. He that was for the right King Jeſus,in his true reign- 
ing Spirit, muſt be ſhuffled out of the World, with his great Maſter, 
as an Enemy both 2 Ceſar and them, Heathen ard a ——_ 
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People,are joyntly for the rooting Chriſt and his true ſpiritual Anoint. 
cd Ones, out of the World, as not fit to live in it 5 Pfal. 2. 1,--3. AQ 
22. 22, And, what got [jrael by refuſing the King Jeſus, or Govern- 
ment of God, in the ſaid Spirit of true Prophecy ? grievances enoy, 
What help ? none, to remove them. God would not, as he tore- 
threatned them, when buſie about their new choice of Government, 
Ne ſhall cry, becauſe of your King, ye have choſen, but, the Lord will nd 
hear you, fays Samuel. Fair warning. See all this; 1 Same. 8.6, —18, 
The law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Feſus, comes to ſtrike down the 
ruling Power of that ſpirit in Man, that's but 4 Law of Sin and of 
Death ; and fo, by fetting up his own kingly Rule and Power in him, 
frees him from all evil, and bondage. Thoſe that willingly ſubmitto 
this death-blow of Chriſt, on their ruling Law-ſpirit, caſt down their 
Crowns or ruling Power, at his Feet, and ſet the Crown on his Head, 
in the day of their new-covenant Eſponſals to him, owning, his true King- 
ly-Spirit,for their Ruler; Cazt.3.11. Chriſt ſtruck down the earthy 
Law-king in Paul, to the Earth, and inſtantly ſet up his Goſpel-ſpirit, 
King = Ruler,in,and over. him 3 A@. 9.3,4. The Law-ſpirit.at beſt, 
in fallen man, is but the .Amralekite-Ruler, the Agag, which tho' Saul 
ſpared (in favour to it, in himſelf, as was implied in his unpardon- 
able (in) Saxmel, 1n the true Kingly Spirit of Jeſus, hewed in pieces; 
when he ſaid, or thought (as Man, when the corrupt ſpirit of Nature is 
ſubdued, and a Righteous Law-ſpirit ſet upin ruling authority in 
him) ſarely the bitterneſs of Death is paſt ; here's no Croſs, or Death- 
work by a Spiritual, Goſpel-Sword, behind, to be brought upon 
this Righteous Law-life, 154m; 15.32, 33. 

Spiritual Friends of Chriſt, have the whole counſel and mind of God, 
made known by him,to them. Firſt-covenant Servants, in their Law-ſpi- 
rit of bondage, holy fleſh, form of Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs of Mar, (tho' 
as buſy as may be, in reading, hearing, preaching and obeying the 
letter of their Lord's Command, in the Scripture) are wholly frat 
gers to the ſpiritual deſign, ſenſe, or meaning of their Lord, in all. 
They know net what he does, ( Joh.15.15.) or has, now, done himſelf, 
with our nature, at beſt, in his own Perfon 5 nor will conſider their 
duty, in following him therein, by giving it up, at beſt, in whatever 
ſtate, in their perſons, as God's requir'd Sacrifice. He that keeps the 
ſpiritual Command of Chriſt, believes, or obediently ſubmits to the 
Law 
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'Law of his Croſs, fbal feel, hear, ſee, or know no evil thing, or word 


againſt him, from Chriſt, at laſt day, when on his Judgment-Seart. 
But, be that believeth not 5 quits not his Law-ſpirit or principle of 
life and ation, under the Goſpel-Croſs, or ſpiritual Sword of Chriſt, 
for the Goſpel-Life of that very Sword or /iving Word of God, will be 


damn'd:; Mark 16.16. 
t. And a wiſe man's heart diſcerneth both time and judgment. 


The ſpiritual wiſe man diſcerns an appointed time for the right 
uſe of a changeable firſt-Covenant Law-life 3 and then, as an anti- 
uated Law-ceremony, with the fading things and glory of it, to be 
; a away, by a holy death, as the Judgment and Command of God, 
in Sacrifice to himſelf. This Goſpel-Sacrifice of Man, at beſt, was 
figured by the Law-Sacrifices of clean Beaſts and Birds. Spiritual 
Saints, under the Law, obediently gave up this Goſpel-Sacrifice, to 
God. And all, fave a ſpiritual Seed, refuſe to give it, under the Go« 
ſpel. When reſtor'd Law-life has ſerv'd its turn, in man, by his faith- 
ful performing Law-ſervice to God therein, ſuppreſſing the vile af 
fe&tions of the corrupt ſpirit of Nature 3 'tis to give way to a better 
guide, Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit, or quicken'd up life thereof, A Sen- 
tence or Judgment of Death uponthe reſtor'd righteous Law-life of 
man, muſt be ſubmitted to, by him, with *Paxl; 2 Cor.1.9. Law-life, 
and the things thereof (the Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Beauty, Glory, 
Fruits, Works, Duties, Deſires, Thoughts, Words, Aftions and all 
manner of performances therein ) kept up and finally preferr'd to 
Chriſt's Goſpel-Life and things of God, therein, i the higheſt and moſt 
criminal Adultery and eMurder ; Ezek. 16. 15, 38. 

There's an appointed time for Man (and Angel too)to die(Heb.9.27.) 
or loſe that firſt-Covenant Law-life, which was ſet up in them, by 
creation. The obedient loſs of it, under the Croſs, frees man from all 
guilt, contrafted by Sins paſt, and all power of finningany more, for 
ever. He, thereby ceaſes from Sm, and comes to be juſtified before God, 
in a newneſs of life, wherein ke can never ſim, 1 Pet. 4.1. Rom. 6.7. 
1Joh. 3.9. A change (by the death of Nature) of Law-life, for Go- 
ſpel, under the working power of the Grace of God, brings Men's 


matters to that bleſſed paſs, that no _— will find any iniquity 
ce in 
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in them, to charge them with; nor will God himſelf; Rowe. 8. 33, 
34. Jer. 50.20. The guilty ſinner, in the Saint, that has committed 
inumerable iniquities, is dead and gone 3 and a ſpirit of everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs is become the ſingle and fole principle of life and o- 

eration in his whole perſon. This, when the Death of Nature, and 
Life of Grace are complcated, will be found the true Saints caſe, 
How elſe ſhould men, out of polluted Nature, come to be ſpotleſs be- 
fore the Throne of God, and chaſt Virgins to Chriſt 2 The wiſe Man, du- 
ly conſidering theſe things, and diſcerning time and judgment, rightly 
uſes and obey's every of God's Gifts and Diſpenſations to him, in 
their orderly ſucceſſion, one after another; firſt, a reſtoring the 
changeable righteous Law-life of Nature, and then calling it back 
again, by a holy Death, in exchange for a Goſpel-life of everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, in his Spirit of Grace. When this tranſcendently bet- 
ter life is convincingly ſhew'd and offer'd, man's chuling his former, 
in preference thereunto, tho* good in its kind, ſeaſon,and right uſe, 
turns it into unchangeable evil,and renders him guilty of unpardona- 
ble folly. If Man wilfully fight againſt. the known will of God, in 
any of his Diſpenſations to him, and finally perſiſt therein, kis miſery 
will be great upon kim 5 as Solomon farther argues ; 


Verl. 6. Becauſe to every purpoſe, there is time and judgment ; there- 
fore the miſery of man is great upon him, 


There's an appoirted time and judgment,to all natural things ; which 
therefore are not to be reſted in. Enlightned Heathens,and firſt-Co- 
venant Jews or Chriſtians, reckon their various natural attainments, 
an undoubted and impregnable ſecurity, for their happineſs ; that 
none can deprive them of. But, all viſible and inviſible, outward or 
inward firſt-creation goodnetles or excellencies,have that vanity writ 
out in the fading nature thereof, which neceſfitat's their being brought 
to a period, as 1s undeniably clear, from the Scriptures of Truth. All 
Man's diſquieting himſelf, in heaping up riches, litera] or myſtical,there, 
1s but a walkirg in (and pleafing himſclt with) a vain fbew ; Pſal. 39. 
6. This folly is reproved by Chriſt himſelf 3 (Mat. 6. 25,-32.) and 
all Men counſcIV'd by him, to ſeek the Kingdom of God and his Righ- 
tconſreſs, in his Golpel-ſpirit of everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Truth. 
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If Man ſubmit to God's ES. of "0 en his natural ſtate, he 
enters into and is poſleſsd of the everlaſting Rigktcouſnels of kis 
Kingdom-ſpirit : if not, is hefound in unchangeable enmity to God z 
and then great will his miſery be, upon hizz., When men, by ſpiritual 
light, ſhew'd and offer'd God's excellent, heavenly things, do turn 
from that light, in hatred to thoſe things, and love to their own, 
God harden's, blind's and deafen's ſuch ſelf-hardning enemies and 
refuſers of his gracious offers ; Ia. 6. 9, 10. By ſuch juſt judgment 
on them, come they to have their hearts, eyes, and underſtandings 
perfely cloſed up, from any regard of God, or his offer'd new-crea- 
tion life and things, for ever. He ſends them ſtrong deluſion, that they 
ſhould believe Satan's (elt-pleafing lie, and fo, go headlong, in a delu- 
ſive ſatisfaction, io the Chambers of Death. God gives . them their hearts 
deſrre, asto the fatnels, riches, and flouriſh oftheir own nature, as the 
beginning of his unchangeable Diſpenſation of wrath upon them; fit- 
ting them,thereby, for deſtruction. And,thencetorth are they under an 
impoſlibility of ever finding out God's tixre and Fudgment, in this thing, 
or relating to that natural ſtate of vanity,they take up,in,for wevidcl 


Verſ. 7. For, he knoweth not that which ſhall be : for, who can tell 
him, when (or how) it ſhall be 2 


This great miſery comes upon Man, on his wilful turning from 
God's declar'd way and means of doing him good. God excludes him, 
by oath, from true Bleſſedneſs; ſwears in his Wrath, he ſhall never en- 
ter into his reſt 5 Heb. 3. 11. And then, is he concluded under an un- 
changeable curſe, the grievous nature whereof can't be known, till 
felt or experienc'd. The terrible things in final Wrath, provided by 
God for Enemies, as well as the things, in Love, provided for Saints, 
are ſuch as Eye hath not ſeen, Ear heard, nor have entred into the Heart 
of eMan ;, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Chriſt's myſtery of Godlineſs, Satans myſtery of 

niquity, and the differing recompences of the Followers of Chriſt 
into the former, or being willingly caught by Satan,in the latter all . 
theſe moſt concerning things, to be diligently ſought after, or moſt 
heedfully avoided, lie clear out of the reach of Man's Underſtanding 
or Wiſdom. And how then ſhall he know, what Miſery ſball,at laſt, be- 


fal bim 3, or when, how,and by what Hand it ſhall be brought upon him 2 
Ece 2 Verl. 8. 
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Verſ. 8, There i vo Man hath Power over the Spirit to retain the Spi- 
rit 5 neither hath he Power in the day of Death : and, there is no 
diſcharge in that War +, neither ſhall Wickedneſs deliver thoſe that are 
gtven 10 it, 


Here's the reaſon of what is faid in the former Verſes,the great 
Miſery Man brings upon himſclt, by not obſerving and ſubmitting to 
Time and Judgment. No Man hath Power over his Spirit, to ſecure it 
from the Wrath and juſt Judgment of God. He that made it, chal- 
lenges all obedience from it ; which, diſputed and not performed 
Man,renders God's Judgment of Wrath on him,undeniably juſt; and, 
from this, can no Man free himſelf. For, he can neither retain the fa- 
ding Life and Goodneſs of his own Spirit, nor reduce it to-nothing ; 
nor render it an inſenſible ſomething. It will ever be kept up, by 
its Creatour, in an exquiſite ſenſibleneſs of all evil, and perfect de- 
privation of all the fading good, it can ever remember the enjoyment 
of, for the increaſe and aggravation of its Torment. God has given 
it an immortality of being, and 'tis not able to bear up, in its rebel- 
lion againſt him.; 'to ſecure it ſelf from the Power Erna, or that juſt 
Puniſhment he will bring upon it. ' Mar has no Power in the day of 
Death, either of his Body, or Spirit. Neither of theſe lives; that, of 
his body, or the fading firſt-covenant Righteous Lite of his Spirit, 
can. he ſecure from Death, when God's time is come, for giving Judg- 
ment, and pouring forth his Wrath upon him. When God comes, 
12 hoſtility, upon him, as a provok'd Enemy, there's no- diſcharge 
from either of theſe wars; he cannot run away, get out of the field, 
and ſo ſcape the avenging Juſtice of God); nor yer ſtand or bear up a- 
gainſt it,but muſt certainly fall,and-periſh under it. There's an appointed/ 
time of Death and Fudgment, on all fading, periſhing , mortal life of 
Man's body and ſpirit, his whole natural being and perſon, be he good 
or bad. The good,by an obedient ſurrender of all,thereto,in a dutiful 
compliance with the declar'd Methods of God's Wiſdom, for ſaving 
them.are rais'd into (and receive) an everlaſting Goſpel-life, which 1s 
not diminiſh'd,but marveloutly enlarg'd and perfeCtedat the death of 
the Body ; clear'd from all diſturbances and interruptions,by any Ene- 
mies, without os within them, as intirely at home with Lord, when quite 
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aſent or deliver'd from the mortal Body and State. They groan theres 
fore after a full delrverance from their whole earthly Tabernacle and mor- 
tal Life,the natural.carthy, fleſhly ſtate of their whole perſon, Bedy, 
Soul, and Spirit, See all this; 2 Cor. 5. 1,—8, 

But, quite contrary ; the wiltully diſobedient to God's T:me,Way, 
ard Jurlgmert of Death to their whole beings, are under an abſolute 
gecetlity of coming to the experience of the ſame twofold Death, as 
to any natural hfe or goodnefs, tn Body or Spirit; and, they receive 
ia the room thereof,the poſitive inflictions of Wrath,upon their whole 
betngs, for ever, in 4 reſurrefion of Damnation ; Joh. 5. 29. Dan. 
12.2. The immortality of their beings will hold them to't in ſuffering 
under the Wrath to come, that will never be gone, or end. No ſcap- 
ing the temporal death of their mortal Body,or eternal death of their 
immortal Spirit, and Body too, as reduc'd, by a reſurre&ion, into a 
fellowſhip with: their Spirit, in Torment, for ever, the Tophet prepar'd 

them, None of theſe Deaths, has evil man the leaſt Power to re- 
fiſt or avoid 3 the temporal Death of his Body or Soul, as to the mor- - 
tal Life of both 3 or the eternal Death and Torment of both. There's 
no diſcharge from this twofold War of God, upon him. Fall, he will, . 
moſt certainly, in both. For, has he an Arm like God 2 Job 40. 9; 
Think'ſt thou, by thy wicked and rebellious contending with him, 
toeſcape,or find any thing ſhort of thy eternal confuſion ? 

t. Neither ſhall wickedneſs deliver thoſe that are given to it. Devils; 
the ſupream rank of enemies, (rendred the higheſt ſpiritual wicked- 
neſles, and rebels againſt God and his new-creation Spirit, by fixing 
mn their natural and firſt) Theſe grand patrons of wickedneſs, and 
moſt gigantick tighters againſt God, with their followers. and ſub» - 
jects from amongſt men, will fall under the hand of the living God 
(Heb. 10. 31.) his irreſiſtible Goſpel-Sword. Mer-rebels, with their 
proud evil-angelical helpers, the myſtical Rocks and Mountains, or fu- - 
pream firſt-creation-*Principalities and *Powers, will all be inevitably 
forc'd to ſtoop and fall together, under bis all-conquering Sword and 
Power 3 Fob 9. 13. Rev.6. 12,-17. No: evil Angel or Man have power - 
over their own ſpirit, to preſerve any lite, light, or comfort therein; 
againſt God's, or his final Wrath to be executed thereby, upon all, 
and every one of them. Nor can they, by annihilation, -ſhuffle them» 
ſelves out of the hands of God's avenging Jultice. No annihilation= 


Death... 
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Death will cvcr be found by them ; Rev.9.6. The miſery, therefore, 
of them all, will be as unavoidable, as unexpreſhibly great #por them, 
And, 'twill be undeniably evident, they have all, by their wiltul ob- 
ſtinacy, brought it upon their own guilty heads. They have refus'd 
ſo great Salvation, as was offer d them,in God's way ! and choſen ſo great 
miſery,in their own ;, Prov.8.36. And who, Devil or Man, can 1magin, 
or take the right meaſure of God's final puniſhment upon them 
both,till they feel,and are irrecoverably under it ? The great, ſweep- 
ing temporal judgments, the flood, the ſtorm of Fire and Brimſtone 
on Sodom, &c. are but figures and ſhadows of the Vengeance of eter. 
nal Fire; Jude 7. The deluge of final Wrath, will drown all incor- 
rigibly wicked Men and Angels, i» everlaſting deſtru&ion and ex. 
dition, for gratifying (and drowning themſelves in) their own foo- 
liſh aud turtful lufts 5 1 Tim. 6.9. And,as an aggravation of man's miſe. 
Ty in this World, he know's not when, or how all this ſhall be 
brought upon him. Evil ſhall come upon him, he ſhall not know whence 
it riſes : miſchief ſhall fall upon kim, he ſhall not be able to put off: and, 


deſolation ſhall come upon him ſuddenly,which he ſhall not know ; Tfa.q7. - 


11. He knows not his time :, but, as fiſhes or birds, ſhall be taken in an 
evil net, or ſnare, falling ſuddenly upon him ;, Eccl. 9. 12. Man knows 
not the time of his bodily death, to which, ſubject, every moment of 
his life. And, if fixt in enmity, he ſoon finds himſelf, on ſach death, 
under unchangeable wrath. All his days upon Earth, he fought under 
Satan's Banner, againſt God, his Saints and Truths. So was he not 
only an Acceſſory, but principal A&or, in bringing all his great eter- 


nal miſery upon his own guilty head, in a ſtate of everlaſting bondage 
and death. 


Ver. 9. All this have I ſeen, and- applied my heart unto every work 
that is done under the Sun : there is a time, wherein one man ruleth 
over another, to his own tart. | 


This obſervation Solomen gain'd, by the fad experience of the va- 
nity of all things «»der the firſt-creation Sr, literal or myſtical, 
Here's fir(t a literal Truth 5 when the Power of the Ruler is us'd to 
- encourage wickedneſs in the ruled. Such a one molt certainly, rules, 
to his own kurt, For, he is accountable for it. And, the myſtical or 
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principal ſence 1s yet more true. $0, the Ruler, here, is the Devil, 
the permitted Ruler over the whole firſt-creation W orld, from the 
beginning to the ending thereof; This, though he be gratified and 
pleas'd with, will turn to his great damage, when the Y7als of Wrath 
come to be pour d forth upon hin, as the meet recompence of all the wick- 
ednes he has bin 1nſtrumental to the praftiſfing of, by Men, in his 
rule over them. The more univerſally he is obcy'd and follow'd,the 
more has he {inn'd, and the more will he be tormented, for ever. 
Both ruling 65 high vs and ruled evil-Men, will find unſpeakable 
hurt, in concluſton, trom all the wicked rule of the one, and wicked 
obedience of the other. Both will be cover'd with everlaſting dark- 
nels and death. Concerning ſuch rule and obedience to it, Solomon 
declares his farther obſervations, as follows; 


Verſ. 10. And ſo, I ſaw the wicked buried, who had come and gone 
from the place of the holy ; and they were forgotten in the City where 
they had ſo done : this is alſo Vanity. 


Here's the ſad account of the faulty ruled, from their willing 0- 
bedience to the ſaid wicked Ruler, in the whole Progreſs of their 
lives, as will be undeniably evident, in the end. Not Man in the dark, 
corrupt, but enlightned, righteous nature (that holy plice or ſtate) 
is here meant. This holy ſtate, being - changeable, will certain- 
ly be gone again, as is plain 3 Ezek. 18. 24,-26. God has provided a 
means to bring the whole Poſterity of Ada,into the firſt-covenant 
holy place or ſtate : but, ſhews their liableneſs to apoſtatize or fall a- 
way from it, again, for ever ; and,abundantly warn's them againſt it, 
and of the molt dangerous conſequence thereof. Forthen, the guilt 
of the firſt ſin, and all the evil done in their own Perſons, will be. 
juſtly charg'd upon them. 1fthe Righteous turn from his Righteouſneſs, 
and commit Iniquity, he ſhall die. He that has come to the firſt-covenant 
State, or Place of the Holy, as brought by the Redeemer, thither,out. 
of his corrupt or unholy natural Place or State,and is gone or depart- 
ed, thence, back again, into his unholy place, comes to a final (tate of 
Death, in which, buried for ever, 1n a grave, from which there's no 
Redemption ; Pſal.49.8. The firſt-covenant holy Place, wilfully kept 
up againſt the ſecond and molt holy, turns it into a moſt _— 
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' "Piace, a ſtate of unchangeable enmity to God, and death to Man, 
2 Pet. 2.20, 22. Heb. 10. 26, 27. On this complicated twofold wilfyt 
ſin againſt God, and the diſtin&t lights of his twotold Covenant, a 
an enemy of all Righteouſneſs, does God bury, and cover him with 
a ſpirit of unchangcable darknels. Sov comes he to be wholly forgottey 
in the City, place or ſtate, where he hath ſo done. The very name and 
memory of the whole carthly-Ferxſalem City,or party of Men, fix'd 
in the ficſt-covenant holineſs, as turn'd into unchangeable enmity 
to God and the ſecond, will p« riſh for ever. I hey'l be blotted out 
of all favourable regard or remcmbrance with God, tor ever. The 
very ſtate, by them rebclliouſly choſen, will b2 made their final pri- 
ſon and burying-place, in which to remain, for ever. This get they 
by truſting in lying vanities. 


Ver. 11. Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed ſpeedi. 
ly; therefore the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do evil, 


Here's a ſad Account of the temper of all hearts, as ready to abuſe 
all the goodneſs and patience of God, in deferring the execution of 
his ſentence againſt their evil works. God is of purer eyes,than to behold, 
with approbation, any #iquity. One time and way or other, all fin- 
ners muſt be puniſh'd for all ſorts of ſins, pardonable or unpardon- 
able. God puniſhes every evil work, in Saints, and puts the evil- 
worker in them, their natural ſpirit, to death, at long-run, under 
the fatherly chaſtiſements of his Croſs; as we find it,in r Fun FA own 
caſe, and all the poſterity of our ſpiritual Lord David ; Pal. 89, 
26,-36. Then, he quickens and ſets up the life of his Spirit of Grace 
in them, that never can in; 1 Joh.3.9. In this, can they fully pleaſe God, 
and overcome the Devil, This get they, by the Goſpel exchange-traf- 
fick; God's infallible Goſpel-Spirit and Wiſdom,for their fallible Law- 
ſpirit. All that fix intheir Law-ſpirit, become unchangeable enemies 
of God and his Goſpel. And, all God's patience towards them, here- 
in, do thcy abuſe to a farther hardning, and waxing confident in | 
theirfolly, /etting their hearts to do evil, becauſe his declar'd Sentence 
againſt thent, is not ſpeedily executed upon them ; v. 11. and Rom. 2.45. 
God affords them line, and opportunities of manifeſting the utmoſt 
of thcir wicked thoughts and intents, againſt him, and fo, do they 
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ripen -themſelves for the Sicle of his e) Vengeance ; Rev. 14.19,20. 

God will beabundantly clear'd and juſtified in all his ways and 
dealings towards them 3 his long patience with them, and then final 
ſeverity upon them, after all, Ao Men, without the Law, or in the 
Law ( no Heathens, in the rational h1zht of Nature 3 no Jews or 
Chriſtians, in the firlt-Covenant lite of the Law ) will be found de- 
ſtitute of ſuch convidtion of the inſufficiency of their natural ſtate, 
for Salvation, as will expoſe them to judgment, for their ſecret en- 
mity to God, (in ſtaying there) by his infallible Goſpel-Spirit. Roxe. 
2. 12,-16,* Twill then be undeniably evident, that neither fromthe 
faſhion of being, or changeable lite, given them by a firſt-creation, 
nor from want of ſutable helps, for direfting them towards eternal 
bleſſedne(s in the ſecond, the miſcarriage of any, to their eternal 
ruin, has bin neceſitated. Their evil mind,growing worſe and worſe, 
under all, a Sentence of unchangeable Death comes at length to be, 
moſt juſtly, executed upon them. Under all the favour of a firſt- 
Covenant life, a-freſh reſtord in them, (and the life of the ſecond, 
in its own light, (ſhew'd and offcr'd them ) i: ſuch a Land or State 
f Oprightmeſs, do they deal wickedly, in enmity to God and the ſecond; 
a. 26. 10. *Pharaoh, under all the wonders in Egypt, hardned him- 


ſelf more and more, againſt the meſlages of God, preſumptuoufly 


calling them vaiz (or lying) Words; Exod.s.9. The Prieſts, Scribes, 
Phariſees and profelling Jews, in the vicw of all Chriſt's Miracles, 
grew more wilfully hard'ned againſt his Goſpel-doG@rin, and murther'd 
his Perſon. Thus did they, in a Land of Uprightneſs, the holy Place, or 
firſt-covenant State of their enlightned, righteous natural Spirit. 
Man's juſt demeaning himſelf therein, is an obedient fubmitting to 
God's doing Judgment on it,out of love to his MECrcy,or unſpeakable Go- 
ſpel-gift of eternal Life 3 Mic. 6. 8. *By humbling himſelf, with Chriſt 
( Phil.2.8.) to the Death of the former, comes Man to walk, for ever 
with God, as Enoch, ( Gen. 5. 24.) in the latter. A ſurrender of all 
our own, in the firſt-creation, for (zod's owy, in the ſecond, is a doing 
righteouſly 7 and with our Land or State of Oprightneſ5.This anſwers 
the very end, for which God reſtores unto Man (or brings him, a- 
gain, into) his firſt-creation tate or Land of Oprightneſs. If Man 
will not, then, hovour God with kis ſubſtance, (Prov. 3. 9.)by giving it 
all up, in ſacrifice to his Will, but rebellioully keep itup, ina known 
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enmity to him, his deſtruttion is , undeniably of himſelf, as fully ſetting 
his heart to do evil. 


Ver. 12. Tho' a ſinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be pro- 
longed :, yet ſnrely, I know that it ſhall be well with them thatf ear 
(God, which fear lefore Lim, | 


In this and the next verſe, Solomon poſitively aflerts a twofold 
truth, concerning the obedient Saint, and the incorrigible Sinner, 
The Saint,who alone truly fears God, it ſhall be well with. And, as cer- 
tain 1s it, it ſhall not: be well with the wicked, becauſe he does not fear be- 
fore him. This fear of God (that carries ſuch | xs and certain good 
in it, to the Saint, and the want whereof cauſes great, unchangeable 
miſery to the incorrigible Sinner) can import no leſs than an univer- 
ſal obedience to God, and compliance with every of his diſpenſati- 
ons. Such obedience is ſeen by God, in the incorruptible Seed-of 
ſpiritual life and true Holrneſs, before quickned into life or motion, in 
the Saint. This holy Seed ſecretly difpoles men to obey the Lord, 
according to their various degrees of natural -and legal light,as honeſt 
moral Heathens, or firſt-covenant Believers. Cornelivs an. Heathen 
Captain, was own'd as ſuch a fearer of God, with all his Family, un- 
der his conduct and example, ( A&.10.2, & 22. ) and, as fo, accepted: 
with him, v.35. This Fear conſiſted 1n a faithfulneſs to his preſent 
light, againſt the workings of corrupt nature 3 and a readineſs to re-- 
ceive and obey a greater light, when offer'd, as by Peter's Mini- 
ſtry. $0, Parl, before his Goſpel-converſion, was faithful to his Law- 
light (under that higher diſpenſation of God, then Cornelizs was,be- 
fore his Goſpel-converſion ) and forthwith obedient to Chriſt's Goſpel- 
light, as ſoon as ſhining upon him, and made God's new diſpenfation to 
him; Gal.1.16. AF.9.6. & 26.19. Both Cornelizs and Paul, walk'd 
according to their light, yet.not ſo reſolutely confident or fixed un- 
der the conduct thereof, as not immediately to quit it for a better 
Guide, the Light of Chriſt's Goſpel-Spirit. Every one that thas fears 
God, and works Righteouſneſs, is accepted with God, all along, under his 
various diſpenſations to them, as ſceing, at firſt, where he (ball find 
them, and they him, at laſt 3. even in unchangeable harmony of mind 
with himſelf, and univerſal obedience to him, in all things, By fol- 
lowing 
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lowing on, to know the Lord, from RA light, diſpenſation to diſpen- 
fation, come they, at length, to-a firm ;ndilolutle Union with him. 
With ſuch fearers of God, Solomon declares, it ſhall be well. They are, 
all along, accepted with God, and in the ſame certainty for true Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, under the firſt and ſecond, as when under the third and laſt 
diſpenſation, actually eſtated in new-creation principles of everlaſt- 
ing Righteouſneſs. In God's ſight, and purpole, 'tis fare to be wel 
with them that ſo fear him, that fear before hizs. The doubling the 
words, imports the certainty of both their truly fearing him, and its 
being well with them, for ever, that are found to have the zncorrupt;- 
ble Seed ( 1 Pet. 1. 23.) of true Holineſs and everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
in them; They fear before him, or are ſeen by him, true fearers of 
him, when.but under the light of Nature, or of the Law; tho' they 
have but obſcure, uncertain thoughts of him or themſelves, as to his 
purpoſes towards them, or how it ſhall be with them, for ever; or 
1n what ſpirit and life they can be truly bleſſed. And ſo, come we to 
the ſecond thing, here, as poſitively declar'd by Soloxron, in the Spirit 
of Chriſt, concerning the incorrigibly wicked ; that 7# ſhall, as cer- 
tainly, be ill with them, as well with the true fearers of God. 


Verſ.13.But,it ſhall not be well with the wicked, neither ſhall he prolong 
his days which are as a ſhadow, becauſe he feareth not before God. 


Though the wicked do evil a hundred times,and his days be prolongedin 
this World,and that,in great outward or inward Proſperity and flou- 
riſh,ſo that he has more then heart canwiſh,while the true fearer of God is 
continually plagr'd and chaſtned under the ſharp diſcipline of the Crols, 
(P/al.73.1,-24.)Yet at winding up of all.tis certain,it ſhall be well, for 
ever,with the obedient Saintzand ill,for ever,with the incorrigible Sin- 
ner. By wicked, here,are not chiefly, nor properly, meant, ſuch asare 
dead,in the corrupt, but made alive,in ſome degree, in the enlightned 
ſtate of Naturezand ſo, brought a&tually under God's trial, how they'l 
demcan themſelves,in following on to know and obey him,till they 
do all,in his Goſpel-ſpirit of Truth. Under every diſpenſation, are 
they found in a Fredly contrary frame of Spirit, to the true Saint 
and Fearer of the Lord. They fail, in the main point, a ready quit- 
ting inferiour diſpenſations, and all their light, life and attainments 
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therein, for the third\and wal a Goſpel-ſtate of everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs.God requires the excharge of all reſtor'd natural Principles of 
Light, Life, or Opcration,for his ſpiritual, Goſpel Principles. They 
are no true Fearers of the Lord, from firſt to Jaſt, that finally refuſe 
this change of Life, Food, and Raiment. Hence, thongh they do evil 
a hundred times, in their enlight'ned natural ſtate, againſt the higheſt 
and greateſt, ſpiritual, Goſpel-light, and are permitted (and gratified 
with) a long gfouriſh in all worldly Proſperity, it will be ill with 
them, at laſt, for ever. God's permitting all this, ſignifies the utmoſt 
extent of his Patience,and their trial ; after all which, they'l find them- 
ſclves bound up in the bundle of Death, in and with the very ſpirit 
of the Devil, in unchangeable enmity to God. This houſe or {tate 
of everlaſting mourning, will conclude their moſt prolonged day of 
Jollity and Mirth, in their Wickedneſs. The ſaid Szner, being a kun- 
dred years old, ſhall be accurſed, for ever ; Iſa. 65.20. Solomon, 1n a ho- 
ly ſcorning contradiction to what he had ſaid of the Sinmer's prolonging 
his days (ver. 12.) ſays, here, he ſhall not prolong his days, which are a; 
a ſhadow. This implies, that the longeſt day ſuch finners againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, or Goſpel-ſprrit, are permitted to live, on Earth, will 
appear but as a tranſient ſhadow, to the endleſs day of their Miſery 
and Sufferings, in Hell. Their permitted larger time, and more a- 
- bundantly multiplied Wickednefſles, on Earth,will increaſe their Tor- 
ments, for ever,in Hell. Wo anto them : It ſhall be ill with them : for 
the reward of their Hands ſhall be given them. Wa. 3.11. But, with the 
Righteonr, it ſhall be well, tor ever : for they ſhall eat the Fruit of their 
doings, (ver. 10.) 1n all their obedience to, and fearing of God, un- 
der every of his diſpenſations, to them. They have | are forth 


never-perifhing fruits unto God, in his newneſs of Life. The incorri- 


gible Sinner ſhall eat the Fruit of his rebellious doings, in his oldneſs of 


Letter, againſt God's zewneſs of Life, and be filled with Eis own devices, 
or many inventions. Prov. 1. 31. Eccle. 7. 29. Thus will it fare, for 
ever, with the Saint and Sinner, according to the ſeveral ways they 
have walk'd in, and courſe they have ſtecr'd, in their own Spirit and 
Will, or God's. The Sinner ſhall go into everlaſting Puniſhment ; and 
the Righteous, into Life Eternal 5 Mat.25.46. To theſe vaſtly differing 
ends, do their as vaſtly differing ways lead. Though the wicked, not 
only prolong bis days on Earth 3 but, be in great Power, ſpreading him- 


ſelf 
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felf like a green © Bay-tree, he will paſs away, and never find himſelf, ot 
be found more, to hisadvantage and corifort ; *Pfal. 37. 35,36. Hold 
out aslong as he can, in his mortal body ; his end is to be cut off, and 
deſiroyd tor ever, v. 38. "But, the end of the ſpiritual, upright Man, is 
everlaſting peace, with God 3 v.37. A brutiſh fool underſtands not this; 
that when the workers of iniquity flouriſh ; "tis, that they ſhall be deſtroy'd, 
for ever Plal. 92. 6,7. In new-creation Sanuary-light, the Spiritual 
Saint wzderſtands and unriddles all; x Cor. 2. 15. He ſees the dread- 
ful end of the wicked's utmoſt flouriſh, and longeſt day of profperi- 
ty 3 andthe blefled end” of the Saints utmoſt tribulations, in this 
world. *Pjal.73.17,-20. Job 21,720. 


Verſ. 14. There is a Vanity which is done upon the Earth, that there 
be juſt Men, unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the 
Wicked : again, there be wicked Men, to whom it happeneth accord- 
ing to the work of the Rtghteons : T ſaid, that this alſo is Vanity. 


This accords with Ercleſ.9. 1. God's love or hatred to Men, can't be 
known by his outward diſpenfations to them, or dealings with then, 
mn this World, Who-e'r goes this way, to ſpell out, or judg of his 
Love or Hatred; Approbation of them, or difpleaſure towards thern; 
will miſs their mark, and be dangerouſly deceived. For, in the wiſe 
Methods of God, the truely righteous are daily thundred upon, 
plagu'd and chaſt'ned 5 and the incorrigibly wicked gratified with: 
more then heart can wiſh ; Pal. 73. 3,-—14. So, happens it to the juſt, 
according to the work of the wicked ; and, to the wicked, according to 7hb 
work of the Righteows. This puzzles and confounds the Saint, is a 
wonder & oftence to him,while he goes to work in the reaſonings of 
his own Wiſdom, to judg of God's love or hatred, by outward dif- 
penſations. 'Tis too painfal,or difficult, yea,impothible for them, in that 
ſhort-ſighted Wifdomn, to interpret the Riddle. *Pſal. 73.16. Fer. 12. 
1,2. They lay down a fafe prelimimaryTruth,as their firm perſwaſion, 
that God 3s good to his true 1/rael, and Righteous, though they plead with 
him, and expoſtulate the caſe, with ſubmiftion. For outward flourith 
in this World, ſee the caſe of Par! and Nero, an eminent Apolile, 
and, a brutiſh Heathen —_ "Paul wrought with his hands, to ſup- 
ply bis own, and others eceſſities; ( AR. 20. 34.) Nero, a univerſal 
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Emperour. And, at, length alſo, Pax! muſt paſs under his Sword, out 
of the World, as not fit to live in it, Are not here amazing Prodi- 
gies, uninterpretable Riddles, to ras day, or judgment ? Saints are 
therefore caution'd, not to fret at, or exvy workers of Iniquity ; Pſal. 37, 
1. Why not 2? Why, becauſe they ſhall ſoon be cut down like Graſs, and 
wither as the oreen Herb, ver.2. What though they always proſper 
in this World; and the truly Righteous be under continual croſſes, 
and diſappointments? Mark the end of both; ver. 35,—38. This dif- 
ference of outward diſpenſations to Saints and Sinners,zs ore of the Va- 
mities Solomon ſaw done upon the Earth, that's very hard to under- 
ſtand. And, in the myſtical ſence, are theſe Words, yet, more true. 
The wicked here,is the cleans'd righteous natural Man, in a reſto'rd 
firſt-covenant life, fix'd in unchangeable enmity to God and the ſe- 
cond. To theſe moſt criminal Sinners, happens it,in God's dealings 
with them, as if they were his ſpiritual Favourites. They thrive in 
that righteous Life, proſper, and flouriſh in the fruitfulneſs thereof, 
after their own hearts. Theſe myſtical rich ones, reckon all their 
own, this world and next too. As to this, they reckon it their right, 
when, able to take it, or any part of it, out of the hands of Heathen 
Magiſtrates. As for the next, they ſay of Chriſt, and his followers, 
come, lets kill them, and the inheritance ( even the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven) ſball be ours ; Mat. 21. 38. and, Luk. 20. 14. Theſe are themoſt 
faſtuous, preſumptuous, inſolent, high-flown, Luciterian ſinners, They 
ſet their mouth againſt the Heavens ;, mouth it, in blaſphemoxs reproaches, 
and great words, againſt all Spiritual Saints and Heavenly Truths 
P/al. 73.7,-9. Dan.7.25. Rev.13.5,6. They are poſleſsd of the higheſt 
delights of the Sons of men and perfectly hate and deſpiſe the Sons of 
God and their peculiar delights. Chriſt's never periſhing Meats,and all 
words abGut them, are an abomination to them. They trample them 
under their fect, in indignation 3 Ezck. 34. 18,19. They puſh at (and 
ſpeak as wicked.y and loftily as they can, mn their oppreſlive pradtices, 
againſt ) the poor and needy Sheep of Chriſt, ran down by the Croſs, as 
to all, they flouriſh in ; v. 20,22. and 1 Cor.q4.10.13. God's afflitting 
Saints, and crolling them, is a dealing with them as Sons, he is prepa- 
ring for the Glory that excells; while Baſtards are fatting under his 
ſeeming favours and blefiings, for deſtruction ; Heb. 12.5,-8. Rom8, 
18. 2 Cor. 3.10. Becauſe Sentence againſt their evil doing, is not ſpeedi- 
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ly executed ( but in ſtead thereof, at things as they deſire, are ac- 
cumulated ) wpon them, they conclude themſetves to be truly bleſ- 
fed, as the only Rightevus, under God's final approbation and ac- 
ceptance 3 Pſal. 49. 18, 19. On thecontrary, as to the righteous na-- 
tural ſtate of their own-Spirits, Saints do ſeem,with Fob, and Chriſt: 
himſelf, to be abandon'd and forſaken of God ; Mat. 27. 46. In their 
impoveri{h'd ſpirits, are.they rendered ſpeFacles of ſcorn and won- 
der, to the whole world of (fixed) natural Angels and Men ; 1 Cor. 4. 
9g. Thus, all natural beholders (and their own natural man) judge of 
them. But, God has quite other thoughts of them, which all theſe 
natural Judges are ignorant of. Heeſteems one broken-ſpirited Saint, 
beyond millions of his fat, flouriſhing, natural enemies Ia. 66. 1, 2. 
He forſakes them, 1n a life, they can never pleaſe him, in ; that with 
everlaſting Mercy he may have ap__ on them(l1a.54.7,8.)and ſhew 
them the higheſt favour, in the gitt ofa life, they can never difpleaſe 
him, in.. This was evident, in the refult of all Fob's trials, and ſuffer- 
mgs 3 by which, brought to be an obje&t of God's everlaſting delight. 


Verſ. 15. Then 1 commended Mirth, becauſe a man hath no better 

thing under the Sun, then to eat, and to drink, and to be merry : 

for, that ſhall abide with him of bis labour, the days of his life, which 
God giveth him under the Sun. 


In theliteral ſenſe, here's an account of the greateſt blefling, relat- 
ing to outward things viz. a contented mind in every providential 
Diſpenſation of God, to a man. He eats, drinks, and is merry, free 
from carking (ollicitudes about to morrow, in a quiet dependance on 
God's Proviſion; Mat:6.25,@c.And,this ſets up any Man in an equali- 
ty with thoſc that have the-greateſt abundance of this worlds outward 
Goods, in caſe they alſo be found in a like dependance on, and quiet” 
reſignation to God's providential Proviſions 3 elſe,abundanely above 
them. Such a contented mind, refigned to God, in a mean outward 
condition, is beyond the greateſt Potletiions, without it. 

But, in the myſtical ſenſe, a much deeper Truth is here ſignified, 
The Mirth, Solomon commends, in eating and drinking (then which 
there's no better thing can fall to Man's lot under the Sun) relates to the 
peculiar delights of the Sons of God, things eternal, things of God. Nei- 
ther 
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ther the ſenſual Epicure, nor UE, rich firſt-Covenant Profeſ- 
ſor, will have any cauſe to triumph,when they hear the true Inter- 
pretation of theſe Words, For, Ts an cating and drinking at Chriſt's 
heavenly Table, ( 4 feeding on his never-periſhing Meats,” his Divine 
and Creature-Glories, ſuted to the Belly or Deſire, Appetite, and 
Palate of the true Saint's ſpiritual, never-periſhing Lite ) that's here 
chiefly meant. And ſo, the Mirth in ſuch eating and drinking, amounts 
to the Jo) 1n{peakable and glorious. Such cating, and drinking, and be- 
ing merry, is the beſt thing any Man can find, under the Sun. All other 
Toy, but in the Lord, 1s deluſive, finful, and deſtruftive. There's no 
right uſing this World's Vanities, but as mot abuſing them ;, ( 1 Cor. 7. 
31.) 20 cating the Vieats, or taking 1n the uſual Nouriſhments of 
bodily Life, with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart, but as rightly prai Ing 
and rejoycing in the Lord ( A&.2.4.6,47) or doing all to the glory of God; 
x1 Cor. 10.31, Where ſpiritual Life 1s the Principle, in which Man 
does all, he rejoyces in_a harmony with the very Divine Mind, and 
obedience to the Divine Will, in all things. t. For that ſhall abide 
with him, &c. His labour in the Lord, or 1n his Spirit, ſhall not be in 
zain; 1 Cor. 15. 58. All Fruits, brought forth therein, ſhall abide 
with him, and ſpeak for his everlaſting acceptation with God ; 
Rev. 14.13. 


Verſ. 16. When I applied mine Heart to know Wiſdom, and to ſee the 
bulineſs, that is done upon the Earth : ( for alſo there is that neither 
Day nor Night ſeeth ſleep with his Eyes.) 


Solomon (from the ſaid Vanity done upon Earth, (verſ. 14.) or in 
the earthy ſtate of Saints and Sinners, under the differing Diſpenſa- 
tions of God, to them) proceeds #0 conſider, thence, the fine 
done upon the Earth. In ſpiritual Wiſdom, he clearly fees what is 
in Man, ( Febn 2: v.25. & 1 Cor. 2. 15. ) even the whole Life, 
Deſire, Thought, and Work of Humane Nature; the buſineſs it 
3s doing, 1n the earthy, firſt-creation make and ſtate thereof, (all 
Man's tormoil, ;» kis Vain Shew, or ſhadowy Lite, in the Image of the 
earthy) which he ſcems to inform us of, in the following Parenthefis, 
( for alſo there is, that neither Day nor Night ſeeth ſleep with his Eyes.) 
Here's a character of Man's earthy nature, and unprofitable Labours, 

| therein. 
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therein, Man is 1n an embondaging continual folicitude, to keep 
what he knows will be gone, when all's done. Yet, places he his 
hopes of Bleſſednefs, in ſuch a ſtate. No Joy, Peace, or Mirth can he 
have, but what's meerly deluſive, and deſtrudtive, unleſs extinguiſh'd 
by the Croſs, and ſo, the Man deliver'd. He never ſees Sleep with his 
ezes 3 never has any true reſt, or peace. His ſpirit has an indeleble 
bottom-thought and ſenſe of the immortality of its being, and mor- 
tality of its beſt natural life, and all its fruits or poſſeſſions, therein . 
which will therefore be gone,and leave his naked being, in the lurch, 
exquilitly ſenſible under the wrath to come, for refuſing. the Grace 
offer d, while it was call d, to day ; Heb. 3.7, 8. So, tind's he himſelf 
under an impoſiibility of finding true reſt, therein, or ſcaping unex- 
preſſible torment and vexation of fpirit, for ever ; be, or do what 
he can, in that ſtate. True ſep, or the Saints everlaſting reſt, can 
never be found orhad in a fading life of vanity, and enmity to God, 
and that very Spirit of Grace, in which alone it is to be found. True 
reſt, can man find, only in that rewreſ7 of life, that qualifies to ſee and 
enjoy the very Divine Glory of God, .for ever. Without this, #e5- 
ther day nor night (in the enlighten'd, righteous 3 nor dark, cortupt 
ſtate of naturez or, neither in his day, upon earth, or night of ever- 
laſting darkneſs in Hell ) can or will he find reſt, or ſee ſleep. Solo- 
on, 1n the infallible Spirit of truth,ſaw and declar'd where true reſt 
is to be found:and where,not.Hence, turns he from that natural ſtate 
of vanity,wherein Man is labouring for,and ſeeking what he can never 
attain or find 3 and applies his heart wholly to that ſpiritual life and 
true wiſdom, wherein he is ſure to find this defirable thing, a ſtate of 
ſleep or truereſt and ſatisfaction to the intellectual eye and utmoſtde- 


fires of his Immortal ſpirit 3 P/al. 37. 4. 


Verſ. 17. Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find 
out the work that is done under the Sun : becauſe, tho a man la- 
bour to ſeekit out 5, yea, further, tho' a wiſe man think ts know it, 
yet ſhall he not be able to find it. 


Man, neither in the dark, corrupt 3 nor moſt wiſe, enlighten'd 
ſtate of nature,can find out the work of God, done under the Sun; or, 
the end and deſign of God,in all Fn works of his hands, 
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'Tis Man's wilful errour, to think, by the utmoſt labour of hisnatural 
mind, to underſtand God's Divine and ſpiritual creature mind, here- 
in. He labours under an utter impoſlibility of finding what he ſeeks, 
Solomon would lead his fellow-Mortals,into that infallible and immor- 
tal Goſpel-ſtate,where they may find and underſtand all,(1Cor2.15;) 
even the deep divine and ſpiritual things of God, the whole Counſel of 
God, the Methods and Contrivances of his infinite Wiſdom, about his 
Creature's true Happineſs. They that will not reſt from the unpro- 
fitable Works of their own Spirit, under the Law and Work of the 
Croſs, will never find reſt in God's; and, will for ever, loſe all the 
fading good and comfort they have, for a ſeaſon, found and enjoy'd 
in their own. No Man (or Angel) finally refuſing and turning 
from God's offer'd ſpiritual Light, can, ever, in their ſingle natural 
Wiſdom, at beſt, find out the finiſhing work of God ; or end, by 
him, put'to the firſt-Creation State, in, by, and for a ſecond. Who- 
ever will not ſurrender and loſe their own Wiſdom, 1n the firſt, for 
God's in the ſecond, though they think to know and find all, out, can 
never dot ; nor find true Reſt. If Man prefer himſelf to his Crea- 
tour 3 his Life, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, to God's; he will never find 
ont all the work of God, by a firſt and ſecond Creation 3 but, groslly 
miſtake and abuſe the firſt, and himſelf therein ; and never come 
within ſight of the ſecond, do what he can. Pretend he does, to 
the interpreting the words of God's Wiſdom ; but, what work is he 
like to make on't ? All things ſpiritual, heavenly, and eternal, lie 
cleer our of his reach. He is brutiſhly abfur'd, unreaſonable, and un- 
treatable, about ſuch moſt concerning things 3 Fer. 10. 14. 2 The. 3. 
2. And, what other Wiſdom, but Man's, in the more refined fort of 
Teachers,has bin the Undertaker, at interpreting the Words of God's, 


. with any ſort of publick reception,owning,and approbation, for ma- 
ny hundred years ? 
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CHAP. IX. V. 1. 


For all this I conſider d in my Heart, ( Heb. gave or ſet my Heart ) 
even to declare all this ; that the Righteous, and the Wiſe,and their 
works are in the hand of God : no Man knoweth either Love, or 
Hatred, by all that is before theme. 


Olomon conſider'd, or ſet his Heart, in the ſpiritual Wiſdom of 
God, wherein a true Preacher and Seer of God, to declare 

his whole Mind and Counſel, about Men. He ſaw the priviledges of 
the truly Wiſe and Righteows 5 that their Perſons, Ways, and Works are 
in the hand of God, with whom they find Praiſe, Commendation,and 
a bleſſed Reward ; let Men deſpiſe them, and ſay, or do what they 
will orcan, againſt them. Then he declares, concerning them and all 
other Men, that, zo Mar knows either Love, or Hatred,by all that's before 
him.But, whoare the Wiſe and Righteows,here ? And, what's meant by 
their [Works being in the hand of God 2 To the 1ſt. To Spiritual Saints, 
only, does this charafter belong. For, they only have that Spirit, 
that's everlaſtingly righteous, and infallibly wiſe. To the 2d. Their 
Perſons and Works in that Spirit, are after a peculiar manner, ## the 
hand of God, or under his peculiar regard, care, and approbation, as 
obedient to him, in all things. Yet, by any outward diſpenſations, 
his Love ;to them, or Hatred to his and their implacable Enemies, can't 
be known. For,the natural Man or State is gratified,i» Enemies, with 
more then heart can wiſh z, and, in Saints or Friends, under continual 
Chaſtiſements, Croſſes, and Diſappointments. In this cryptick Me- 
thod, or myſterious Courſe of God's dealing with Friends, as Foes; 
and Foes,as Friends(in all diſcernable appearances to Man's Wiſdom) 
will Man judg enemies the only Favorites of God ; and Friends, re- 
jected caſt-aways, hated by him for ever, as Job's enlighten'd 
Friends did ſeem to reckon him, when under the Croſs 3 Fob.4. 7,-9. 
'P/al. 73. 7,-—14. Heb. 12. 6,—3. Solomon, 1n the Wiſdom of God, 


and true Spirit of Prophecy, farther declares. 


Ggg 2 Verl. 2. 
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Verſ. 2. Ml things come alike to all ;, there is one Event to the vighte. 
ous and to the wicked ; to the good, and to theclean, and to the un. 
clean ; to him that ſacrificeth and to him that ſacrificethnot : as is the 
good,ſo is the ſmner ;and he that ſweareth,as he that feareth an Oath, 


In God's diſpenſations to the outward Man of Satnts and Sin- 
ners, all things come alike to all, righteous and wicked, good and bad, 
clean and unclean. So, God's Love or Hatred cannot thereby be 
known. God cauſes his Sun to.ſhine, and Rain to fall, on the evil and 
good, juſt and unjuſt 5 Mat. 5.45. From the aftiicting or gratifying di- 
ſpenfations of God, to the whole natural Man, is the Wiſdom of 
Man apt to take the meaſures of God's Anger or Love. God affords 
inviſible as well as viſible good things of this World, to the inner,as 
well as outer natural Man, the Spirit as well as Body, of the rebelliows, 
as alſo, of thoſe who will prove obedient Saints. This, as one fruit 
of Chriſt's Redemption-work ; *Pſal. 68. 18. As to a firſt-covenant 
Benefit' of Chriſt's death (the common or general Salvation,all Men are 
capable of) may they be made wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable in Chriſt ; 
yea, by new or ſccond-Covenant Light, alfo, ſhew'd, offer'd (and 
brought to taſt and ſee how good and gracious the Lord is, in) his new- 
Covenant-hife 3 and after all, irrecoverably apoſtatize, and periſh for - 
ever 3 £ Cor. 4.10. Heb. 6.4,—6. If man finally keep up his reſtor'd 
firſt-creation changeable righteous Life, in enmity to God and his 
ſecond, he periſhes for ever. If he prefer the Knowledg of Chriſt af- 
ter the fleſp, in the reſtord-righteous Life of the Law (or conformity 
to him, as born of a Woman, wder the Law) to Chriſt after the Spirit, 
or in his ſpiritual refurretion-Lite zhe periſhes for ever.In this evil, 
ſclf-choſen life and way, does God, in Judgment gratify Men, with 
inviſible fading or natural good things,bezond all they can wiſhs Pal, 
73.7. The literal wicked, n the corrupt 3 and myſtically wicked, in 
the retin'd ſpirit of Nature, may be gratified with all worldly defi- 
rables outward or inward, to their bodies or ſpirits; and periſh for 
ever, after all, under the Wrath to come. All this, Solomon underſtood, 
and declar'd. The natural Underſtanding, even in the ſpiritual Saint, 
can't reach theſe myſteries of Providence,in the promiſcuous diſpen- 
ſations of God, to good and bad, as to all worldly defirables, viſible 
or inviſible. Pjal. 73. The truly righteous, good and clean, ſaerificeth 

his 
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his natural Life to God, as fearing an Oath, or the ſwearing an ever- 
laſting Covenant with the Devil, in the firſt-creation ſtate, againſt 
God and the ſecond. So comes his heart, in a newneſs of life, to be ſet 
in him to do good, 10 God's fight, for ever. He that ſwears that Co- 
venant with the Devil, 7s fully ſet to do Evil, for ever; Eccl. 8. 11. 
However undiſcern'd the Saint's condition be, to his Enemies, under 
the love of God, in this life ; God will, at laſt, 2anifeſt the difference 
between them that ſerve him, and thoje that ſerve him not, but ſwear 
everlaſting Allegiance to the Devil, ( Mal.3.18.) whoſe Servants they 
are; Rom. 6. 16, 


Verl. 3. This is an evil among all things that are done under the Sum 
that there is one Event unto all : yea, alſo the heart of the Sons of 
Mem is full of evil, and madneſs is in their Heart while they live, 
and after that they go to the dead.. | 


The death of Nature,as to the mortal life of Body and Soul,zs the 
one Event to all Men, This fatal Period comes nature to,in the wile 
and fool, righteous and wicked. The ſpiritual wife Man only, tsan 
unſpeakeable gainer, by all ſuch loſles, as befals his nature, with his 
fellows. Out of the darkneſs and death, brought on his natural ſtate, 
is he raiſcd into the ſpiritual light and life of God. The ſame darkneſs 
and death, brought upon others, in Wrath, for refuſing it, in Love, 
becomes their dreadful condition and portion,for ever, under Wrath. 
This exceedingly differing Event of the faid ſame event, the Death 
of nature, in all Men, is not conſider'd or diſcern'd by Man's Wiſ- 
dom. Hence, Solomon ſays, how dies the wiſe Man £ As the Fool ; 
there's no remembrance of the one, more then of the other, for ever, (Ec- 
cleſ. 2.16.) in Mar's day,or Judgment. The differing event of the 
Croſs, in Love or Wrath, turning all firſt-creation Wiſdom, Light, 
and Lite, into fooliſhneſs, Sh and death, Man's Wiſdom ſees 
not. All wiſdom, beauty or defirableneſs in nature, will periſh, and 
be forgotten, in all Men, for ever. On this account, as to any thing 
in nature, the truely wile dies as the Fool. For, both, by death Joſe 
all the changeable Life and fading Glory of their own nature.But,the 
Gid wiſe, b :: obedient ſurrender of all, receive a more excellent 
Life and Glory, for <ver; and thoſe that rebellioully keep it,loſe = 

Or 
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for ever, under Wrath, in everlaſting darkneſs. So, though the ſarre 
Event happen to all, as to the death of nature; the event of that event, 
is exceedingly different, eternal life or death. Thoſe that do not o- 
bediently part with their own firſt-creation Life and Wiſdom, for 
God's in the ſecond, ſeem charaCQ'red here, by a heart full of evil, and 
madneſs.while they live,and after that they go to the dead. Yea, they are 
dead while they live, as fix'd in enmity to God, which muſt needs be 
eternal death to them. The beſt Works of righteous Nature, fix'd 
in enmity (to the Righteouſneſs of God, in his Spirit of Grace ) are 
but dead Works, perform'd in a ſpirit of Enmity and Death. True 
Repentance from dead Works ( Heb. 6. 1. ) imports Law-Converlion, 
from nature dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins (Eph.2.1.) to the righteous 
life of a Man. But, this ſecond death of righteous nature, by a fix- 
ure in enmity, is worſe then the former, and expoſes to the ſecond 
death, as the due puniſhment hereof, the vengeance of eternal fire 
Rev. 20. 14. This is the latter end, worſe then any beginning, which 
many ſelf-confident,firſt-covenant righteous, wiſe, ſtrong, and honour- 
able in Chriſt,come to.,for refuſing topart with all that, for Chriſt,in the 
ſpirit of the ſecond, as riſen out of the death of the firſt; Rom.7. 1,-4. 
Theſe Sons of Men,whoſe heart is fill of evil and madneſs, in; this World, 
whale they live,go,after this life,to the dead ; remain for ever in the Congre- 
gation of the dead, ( Prov. 21.16.) in eternal darkneſs, and wever ſee 
Light.This come they to,with their Predeceſſours in the ſame obſtinate 
madneſs and folly, whoſe falſe dofrine or ſayings they have praisd, 
own'd,and follow'd,againſt God and his Spirit of Truth.Pſa/.49.13,19. 


Verſ. 4. For, to him that is joyned to all the living, there is hope : for, 
a living Dog is better then a dead Lion. 


The living Dog,that being joyn'd to all the living,has hopes the natu- 
ral man of the ſpiritual Saint,under the Croſs,rendered a fool,weak ,ard 
deſpicable, as to all firſt-creation Wiſdom, Power,and Glory, with Paul 
(1Cor.4.10.)bt is in an unchangeable union with all living,tor ever, in 
the Spirit of Grace ; and ſo,rich, wiſe,ſtrong,ard honourable in God. Tho? 
the Saint, then, in his broken, impoveriſh'd natural man (the barren, 
diſconſfolate ſtate of his deſolate crucifted natnre) be counted 
a Deg, the filth of the world, the off-ſcouring of all things ( by the Rich, 
Full 
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Full, Wiſe, Strong, and Honourable in Chriſt ; (1 Cor.4.8, 10,13.)as to 
firſt-covenant attainments, in and from him) thro' a mew ard better 
life, {pringing up, in him, however hid from them, is be in a better con- 

dition ther the dead Lion, Who is this? Man, in all the riches, wiſ- 

dom, and glory of a reſtord firft-Covenant life, figur'd by Dives ; as 

the crucified Saint's natural man, by Lazar#s. All this Lion-like 

ſtrength and power of nature, fix'din enmity, renders Man, but 4 

dead Lion. Fix'd enmity to God, is everlaſting death to Man. This, 

will all Lions, in the boiſtrous, bluſtering ſpirit, and unbroken 

ſtrength of nature, find to be their condition, as highly as they think 
of themſelves. Nothing of true ſpiritual, everlaſting life or ſtrength, 

have they, about them. This dead Lion, ſcorns the living Dog, as not 

ſeeing him in another ſpirit, joyzed to all the truly ling ; Chriſt, and 

all ſpiritual Saints, and Angels. The natural Man, as 2 fleſoly myſtical 

Tree, in the fruitful exerciſe of a reſtor'd firſt-Covenant righteous 
life, when cut down, (ſpoil d and marr'd by the ſpiritual-Sword or Goſ- 
pel-Croſs, Tree and Fruit, Leaf, Root and Branch) yet is there hope, 
thro' the ſcent of water, even of Chriſt's Spiritual Water of Life, thas 
it will ſprout up again, 1n another life 3 bud, and bring forth boughs like a 
plant (Fob 14. 7,8. ) of God's right-hand planting, by a new-crea- 
tion, the fruits and leaves whereof ſhall never wither or fade ; Pal. 1. 
3. And fo, is the living Dog ( living with Chriſt, in God ) better in 

himſelf, and therefore in God's infallible fight, then the ſaid dead Li- 

on, ratfling in all the unbroken life. and power of that reſtor'd natu- 
ral-ſtate,that's crucified in the true Saint. Such Lions have but a name 

to live. They are dead; Rev. 3. 1. as being the very myſtical Law- 

Widows, left by Chriſt, in the firſt-Covenant , and waxing wanton 
againſt him, in the ſecond 3 chuſing rather to be married again in the 
firſt,to that other Man ( 1 Tim. 5.6, 11, 12. Rom. 7. 3.) the Man of 
Sin, and Son of  Perdition, the Devil. This brings Danmnation, or un- 

changeable Death, upon them. 


Ver. 5. For the Living know that they ſhall die; but the Dead know 
not any thing ; neither have they any more a reward ; for, the 
memory of them is forgotten. 


Living ſpiritual Saints know, their whole natural Man muſt die, in 
conformity 
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conformity to Chriſt, and the LT of God. But, the ſaid dead Lio 
knows nothing ; has no right knowledge of the mind of God, in obe- 
dience-to his Will, as to the appointe Death-paſs, out of his crucifi- 
cd nature, into God's Spirit of Grace. He ſees not, or knows this ſpi- 
ritual life,in which riſen Angels and Saints are everlaſtingly blefled, 
The dead Lion, in all his flouriſh, being in a ſtate of unchangeable 
Death, will have no more any reward, to his comfort 3 only the meet 
recompence of his error, madneſs and folly, eternal darkneſs and death, 
under which,his memory will,for ever,be forgotten. He knows nothing 
that's truly good, or delireable, unchangeably, good 3 and, he ſhall 
have nothing that's changably or I good or deſireable , 
but, only I evil, for his everlaſting portion. Thro' the 
impaſſable Gulf, fix'd between them, and bleſled Angels and Saints, 
will ſuch ſee thoſe they unchangeably hate, to be the objects of 
God's unchangeable Love ; and themſelves,of his unchangable Wrath, 
They'l know nothing, but what will aggravate their boundleſs mi- 
ſery, and unexpreſlible torment,for ever. On the contrary, the tru- 
ly living know every thing, (1 Cor. 2.15. ) to the encreaſe of their 
unſpeakable Joy. They know, that by the obedient death of nature, 
they ſhall live, for ever, in God's ſpirit of Grace 3 as the method of 
God's Wiſdom, whoſe whole Connſel, about Salvation, they fully com- 
ply with. They glory, with Paul, in the _ of Chriſt, by which all 
worldly life and deſire in them, is crucified to all worldly vanities, or de- 
ſrrables, without themz Gal. 6. 14. And fo, are they made alive to 
the World to come, and have a new ſpiritual belly, defire or appe- 
tite, and palate, ſpringing up 7 their newneſs of life, to ſavanr, reliſh, 
deſire and feed on things divine, ſpiritual, heavenly, and eternal; things 
of God, only 3 the peculiar delights of the Sons of God. The (aid dead 
know none of theſe things, in their dead ſtate of unchangeable Union 
with the Prince of death, the Devil, wherein they are caſt out of 
God's favourable Remembrance, or regard, tor ever, into onter dark- 
neſs, where will bc weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. 
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Verſ. 6. Alſo their Love, and their Hatred, and their Emvy is now 
periſh'd ; neither have they any more a Portion for ever, in any thing 
that is done under the Sun. 


Here's a lively deſcription of the deplorable ſtate of the myſtical 
dead, whoſe Love, Hatred, and Envy periſh. All delight and fatisfacti- 
on in the reſtor'd fading life and good things of their own nature, 
evilly choſen and reſted in, by them, for happineſs, ſhall periſh. Belly 
and meats, deſires and defirables, all will be gone. And then, the 
Wrath of God will be upon them, for ever. Al the goodly dainties 
they Iuſted after, will depart from them,and never be _”_ more; Rev. 
18. 8, 14. For chuſing their periſhing things of Mar, not only in a 
preference, but, unchangeable enmity to the things of God, in his new- 
Creation Life, fall they under his unchangeable Wrath. So, all their 
falſe, evil, deſtrudtive Love (of any the belt things in this World, the 
Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom and Glory of their own reſtor'd nature, with 
the Fruits or Works thereof, in enmity to God and his ſpiritual, hea- 
venly, eternal life and things_) with all the things by them loved, 
perilh, for ever 3 or have they any more a Portion in any thing under 
the Sun; any fading good thing, done or found, in the whole firſt- 
creation World of vanities. And, as their Love, their Hatred and Er. 
uy ſhall alſo periſh. All their Envy and Haired ( expreſs'd by them, in 
all ways 1maginable,againſt God, and his everlaſting creature-life, the 
obje& of his divine Love and Delight, in Chriſt, bleſled Angels and 
Saints ) ſhall periſh. It remains in them, for ever, for the encreaſe of 
their Torment, under Wrath : but, they'l be depriv'd of all power 
of expreſling it, for ever. The life and things of their own nature, 
which they have choſen to be the object of their fixed Love, in pre- 
ference to God's, render them the objctts of God's final Wrath. 


Verſ. 7. Go thy way, eat thy Bread with joy, and drink thy Wine 
with a merry Heart >, for, God now accepteth thy Works, 


To the Saint, as paſling through the Horſe of mourning and death 
to his ſpirit of nature, under the Crols, into the lite of God's ſpirit of 
Grace, wherein jozn'd to all truly hving, is this meſſage of Lite and 

h h Peace, 


426 ) 
Peace, ſent from God. Eat thy Bread with W &c. Bread and Wine 
here, are the hidder Manna and Wine of the Kingdom,in Chriſt's Per. 
ſon, even his divine and creatures-Glories, his zever-periſhing meats, 
Saints are to feed on, in their ſpiritual, vhen their natural Man or 
Spirit, under the ſharp diſcipline and death-work of the Crofs, is re- 
duc'd to the utmoſt (traits,cating no pleaſant Food,or finding any more 
delight in the forbidden periſhing firſt-creation lite, works, or fruits, 
and meats thereof. Their ſpiritual, hidden Man, feeds on what's incor- 
ruptible, which renders them more beauriful in God's fight, with Da- 
zicl and the three Children,then any that feed on the choiceſt periſh- 
ing Daintics of the myſtical evil King's Table. They feed on the 
rever-periſhing meats, at their heavenly King's Table, which nouriſh 
them up in his communicated never-periſhing Lite. So, do _—_ 
and drink, with a merry heart 5 Joy unſpeakable and glorious in the Hol 
Ghoſt. The reaſon. For God now accepteth thy Works. This ſhews, 
in what Spirit, and 07 what Bread they feed, and what Wine they drink, 
with ſuch a merry Heart. All's done, in a ſpirit, a newneſs of life, all 
the Works or Fraits whereof,” are accepted of God. Their feeding on 
Chriſt's heavenly meats, renders them abundantly rore glad, then the 
utmoſt fruits and encreaſe of Corn and Wine (figures of the choiceſt my- 
ſtical,firſt-creation diet) caz render the natural feeders on them, Pſ.4.7, 
True Saints dwell between Chriſt's Shoulders, in abſolute ſafety ( Deut. 
33. 12.) Peace and Comfort, above all Enemies reach ; all evil, or 
danger. They have a Foy, no Stranger or Enemy can intermeddle with, 
or interrupt 3 Prov. 14. 10. 'T7s a Foy, a Peace, the World can't give, 
nor take from them, Joh. 16. 22,33. 


Ver. 8. Let thy Garments be always white ; and let thy head lack no 


ointment. 


Saints, waiting for Chriſt's clear manifeſting or revealing himſelf 
in his Divine and Spritual Glories, as objeC of their Faith and Hope, 
are here call'd on, to keep their Garments white and clean, from all filth 
of fleſh and ſpirit 5 (2 Cor.7. 1.) that they = be fit to meet Chriſt at 
his coming, as grown up into a compleatneſs and full purity of ſpi- 
ritual life, in him 5 purified, as he 3s pure, (1 Joh. 3. 3.) in all bolyCon- 
verſation and Godlinefi, 2 Pet.3.11, 12, & 1 Pet, 1.15, 16. ——_ 
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thy head lack no t. Let thy Spiritual Man, that's head to thy 
patural, be found in ſuch a diligent performing its ruling authority 
over the natural, and keeping thy whole perſon in obedience to 
Chriſt, as not to provoke him to withdraw, but more abundantly 
pour forth his holy anoirting upon thee, the moſt precious ointment 


of his new-creature ſpirit. 1 Joh.2, 20,27. 


Verſ. g. Live joyfully with the Wife whom thou loveſt, all the days of 
the life of thy Vanity, which he hath given thee under the Sun, all the 
days thy Vanity : for, that is thy portion in this life, and in thy la- 
bour which thou takeſt under the Sur. | 


Soloxon continues his advice to the ſpiritual man of the Saint, as 
Huſband, Head and Guide to his natural. By reducing it to(and keep- 
Ing it in) a univerſal obedience to Chriſt ( the Lord, Hutband and 
Head to the whole Man) car he live joyfully in a loving union of 
mimd with it. David, Paul,and other Saints have found the natural 
ſpirit (in its untransform'd, unſubje&ed, uncrucified ſtate, life, will 
and way) a priſon, an enemy, a perpetual diſturber of the ſpiritu- 
al mind of Chriſt in them, through a univerſal contrary-mindedneſs 
thereto; Pal. 120. 5,--7. Rom. 7. 18,-—23. Sarah's obedience to A- 
braham, calling him Lord, types out this twofold Truth ; the obedi- 
ence of the whole Church to Chriſt, and of the natural to the ſpiritu- 
al Man in every Saint. The natural, when by way of death and reſur- 
retion, brought into Union of mind with the ſpiritual (and fo, the 
whole perſon of the Saint, with Chriſt) then, as Heirs together of the 
Grace of life, their *Prayers won't be kindred (1 Pet. 3.6, 7.) as they 
muſt needs be, while the natural mind is contrary (inſtead of bei 
ſubje&) to the ſpiritual, in every thing. Hence arife all diſcords, in- 
conſiſtencies, and confuſions, found in Saints, molt of the days of the 
life of their Vanitynder the S1um.The nearer their natural 1s brought 
into a conformity with Chriſt, in his death and reſurredion (Phil.3.10.) 
the'more pleaſing grows their life and ſervice to God, and the more 
comfortable to themſelves. Rejozce with the Wife of thy Youth; Prov. 
5.18. This, in myſtery, cannot be, but ſo far as the ſaid myſtical Wite, 
in the Saint, i, by ſuffering, taugtt obedience (Heb. 5-8.) to the ſpi- 
ritual. ' The natural Spirit, corrupt or righteous, 4n 1ts own earthy 

Hhh 2 Life, 
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Life, Will, and Way, is a like priſon to the ſpiritual mind or man, 
in the Saint ; as the fleſhly body to his natural ſpirit. So his 
whole natural Man, in the uncrucified ſpirit of it, 1s an uneaſfie, irk- 
ſome habitation to his ſpiritual ; directly contrary to the mind, and 
intereſt thereof, in every thing, defire, and thought. 


Verſ. 10. Whatſoever thine Hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for, there is no Work, nor Device, nor Knowledg, nor Wiſdom in 
the Grave whither thou goeſt. 


Solomon adviſes not man, here, to do his own will, that's found in 
enmity to God, in both the corrupt and righteous Lite thereof; but, 
as by death and refurreFion, brought into that newneſs of Life, in which, 
as a mect yoke-fellow to his ſpiritual, to be {crviceable to his Generation 
(A@. 13.36.) as to their eternal concerns, by ulrs all ways and 
means, for laying before them the whole Connſel of God, about their 
Salvation; and diſcovering the whole counſel,devices, and praftices 
of Men and Devils, in oppoſition thereunto. 


Verſ. 11. I returned, and ſaw under the Sun, that the Race 3s not to 
the ſwift, nor the Battel to the ſtrong 5 neither yet Bread to the wiſe 
mor jet Riches to Men of underſtanding ; nor yet favour to Men 
of «kill , but, time and chance happencth to them all. 


God reſerves to himſelf the Prerogative of giving ſucceſs, or diſ- 
appointment, as to outward things and events, where, when, and to 
whom he pleaſes, as the ſupream and firſt cauſe, over-ruling all ſe- 
cond. By time and chance, happening to all, is meant, ſuch events as 
Providence oft gives, in a direct contraricty and diſappointment to 
Man's thoughts and expeCtations, from ſecond cauſes. In myſtery, 
here is ſignified, that Man, in the utmoſt Power, Skill or Wiſdom of 
his reſtor'd natural ſtate, can't win the Race, or Battel ; can't get true 
Riches, Food, or Clothing. He can't ſo run and fight, in his corrup- 
tible, natural, mortal Life and State, as to vanguiſh all Enemies, and ob- 
tain the incorruptible Crown. Neither is the favour of God, or his un- 
changeable love, to Men or Angels, in the higheſt Skill and Wiſdom 
of that ſtate. The dcath and Joſs of all, there, is undiſpenſably ne- 
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ceſſary io the finding a Life, Spirit, Wiſdom, Strength and Power, 
to do, gain, and win all things; more then conquer World and Devil, 
be univerſally obedient and pleaſing to God, in every thing ; and 
wear the incorruptible Crown, They that run and fight in but their 
own renew'd naturals, are uncertain, unſteddy runners and fighters; rum 
at an all-adventures, and, ( if they confidently fix there ) i a dire&t 
contrariety to the Command and Will of God; Levit.26.21. Such Run- 
ners are certain of nothing, but miſſing the great Prize. So, will prove 
caſt-aways, as Paul had, if he had not brought under his body, or that ho- 
ly natural ſtate, wherein he was fighting againſt God's holy Goſpel- 
ſpirit and Life; 1 Cor.9.24,—27. Solomon,with Panl, returning front 
the Light and Wiſdom of his own Spirit, to Chriſt's, declares, the Crown 
of Life, durable Riches, Food and Clothing, vifory over all Enemies, 
and the peculiar favour of God, for ever, not attainable under the Sun, or 
in the power, and under the conduct of the natural fpirit, in the moſt 
heightned, ſublime Wiſdom and Skill thereof; Tire and chance hap- 
pens to all, that ſtrive 1n that ſpirit, for the ſaid great things. All the 
fading good and comfort, therein, will paſs away ; and fo, will they 
find uncertainty and chance, to have bin inſeparable from the nature 
thereof, as they had bin abundantly warn'd in their mortal day, on 
Earth. 


Verſ. 12. For, eMan alſo knoweth not his time : as the Fiſhes that are 
taken in an evil net, and as the Birds that are caught in a ſnare 5, 
ſo are the Sons of Men ſnared in an evil time, when it falleth ſud- 
denly upon them. 


Here are the ſad and certain confequents of Man's ſtanding, run- 
ning, or fighting, in unſteady, wavering firſt-Covenant Principles. 
The Sons of Men, at beſt, in that life and ſtate, are but like Fiſhes and 
Birds, ſure to be caught in Satan's evil nets. and | ſnares, Eccleſ. 7. 26. 
And God, in his juſt Wrath, will ſpread his net upon them, as on King 
Zedekiah 3 Exch. 12.123. & 17. 20. They chuſe that very life and 
ſtate, for their Portion, 7/at #s the very ſnare, thro' their fond, wil- 
ful dotage upon, and overvalue of it, in and by which Satan catches 
them, at his will, and leads them into the ſame everlaſting deſtru&i- 


on, with himſelf, True Saints, by Goſpel-labours, endeayour to 
waken 
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waken Men outof this dreamiſh life, and 2a9:-ſhew, in and by which, 
Satan is drawing them into eternal Death, as h#s willing Captives, 
ard obedient Servants ; and ſo ſtrongly deluding them, as to make 
them verily believe they are making ſafe ſteps toward eternal Life, 
in the very way of Salvation. Saints labour to waken theme out of this 
miſtaking Dream 3 that's the very ſnare, the Devil catches and holds 
them in, as therein taken alive by bim 5, 2 Tim. 2.24,-26. Man know's 
110t the time, God will deliver him up to Satan,for ever, yea ſend hin 
ſrrong deluſion, for being ſo wilfully deluded by the Devil, and belie- 
ving his lie, rather, then God's Truth, that he may be damn'd, 2 Theſl. 2, 
I1, 12. Under Satan's ſpirit of unchangeable darkneſs, is Man kept 
ignorant of theſe dreadful conſequents of his evil choice, till there's no 
remedy, (2 Chro. 36. 16.) till all the threatned evils, come upon him, 
ſuddenly, in an evil time, that he is no more aware of, then Birds and 
Fiſhes of the evil net and ſnare, they are caught in, and made a Prey of. 
The final Wrath of God will be upon them, and the ſtate by them 
choſen, from which, no eſcape for ever. They ſhall not know how it 
comes, What it is, till upon them 3 #or ever be able to put it offs, Ila, 


47. 11. | 
Verſ. 13. This Wiſdom have I ſeen alſo under the Sun, and it ſeem'd 


great unto me. « 


Verſ. 14. There was a little City, and few Men within it : and there 
came a great King againſt it, and beſieg'd it, and built great Bul- 
warks againſt it. 


Verlſ. 15. Now, there et ex in it a poor wiſe Man ;, and he, by his 
Wiſdom, deliver'd the City 5 yet, no Man remembred that ſame poor 


an. 


Chriſt is the poor wiſe Maw, in a ſpirit that's in perſonal Union with 
his divine. Hee little City are his little flock of true Saints, deliver'd, 
by his Wiſdom, from the great King, the Devil, that comes with all his 
power, to beſiege and build great Bulwarks againſt them. He fraſtrates all 
the deſigns, polices and practices of evil Angels and Men, againſt 
them. All this, by taking our nature, and impoveriſhing it, even to 
a total abolition of all that Wiſdom, Glory, Power, and Excellency, 
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in which the great evil King and his Pew come againſt the little City, 
he undertakes the defence of, againſt them all. By the death of 
that nature, in himſelf and /zttle City, or flock ( which the Exemy car 
touck deceive, and deſtroy Men,by, as the very ſnare they are caught in ) 
and raiſing himſelf and them, into a life, above their reach and power, 
does he deliver them. All his true Souldiers muſt follow this great Cap- 
tain's ſuffering ſteps, tor this conqueſt ; Heb.2.10, 14. A being made 
fools weak and deſpicable, as to all worldly,firſt-Covenant life, ſtrength, 
and wiſdom ; yea, as nothing, or #o-body, things that are not ; this 
is the only way to overcome all theſe wiſe, ſtrong and hoxorable, 
therein, the ſtrong Bulls of * Baſhar, (Pal 22, 12.) all enemies what- 
ſoever ; 1 Cor. 1.25,-28. When Saints, by obedience to the Croſs 
on their nature, areſo totally impoveriſh'd, and ryn down, as to be- 
come ſpectacles of ſcorn, to the whole world, all evil Angels and Men, 
(1Cor.4. 9.) fixd in their own worldly natural ſtate, even then and 
thereby, are they fitted, to trample them all under their feet, in a life, 
wiſdom, and power, they dream not of ; the *Power of God. This is 
the ſtrange method of God's Wiſdom, for his deſpis'd little ones to 
be found wore than Congquerers of all their proud, ſelf-exalting de- 
ſpiſers and enemies. The aboliſhing the worldly life of Nature out 
of Chriſt and his Army, is the way to their being all found in that 
life and power of the World to come, in which they overcome all 
that obſtinatly ſet up in this. This way, the Man Chriſt triumph'd 
ever all evil angelical, and humane *Principalities and *Powers, the 
Princes of this World ; Col. 2.14, 15. 1Cor. 2.6. All Men, that final- 
ly take up in the firſt-creation, areSatan's Subje&s : all that paſs out 
of that, by death, into the life of the ſecond, are God's. The poor wiſe 
May, that does all theſe wonderful things, for bis kttle City, has in- 
finite divine and infallible creature-wiſdom and power, in him. And, 
what can all the viſible and inviſible Powers of this World, with 
all their Strength, Devices and Bulwarks, be, before him 2 He was 
made a poor Man, by the death of our nature, that he might make ma- 
ny rich in his ſpirit of Grace, on the like obedient death of nature in 
them. 2 Cor. 6. 10. & 8. 9. Phil. 2.6, —3, Tet, no Man remembers 
this poor wiſe Man. No man, in his own Wiſdom, receives bis Goſpel- 
Teſtimony, (Joh.3.32.) takes. his Counlel, follows his Example. Un- 
der the ſinking weight of this charge, will evil Men and Angels ue, 
or 
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for ever. They'l not remember, Hearken to, or follow this pooy Max, 
under his Croſs, into the like poverty and death of nature in them, the 
only way into his everlaſiing Reſt. 


Ver(: 16. Then ſaid I, Wiſdom is better than ſtrength : nevertheleſs, 
the poor Man's wiſdom is deſpis'd, and his words are not heard. 


The everlaſting Wiſdom of God's New-creation, Goſpel-Spirit, is 
better then all the fading ſtrength, wiſdom and power of Man and 
Angel, in the firſt, or old, But the voice and words of this Wiſdom, 
from the impoveriſh'd natural man, in Chriſt and his followers, is not 
heard, heeded, or regarded, by thoſe that reſolve to ſet up in that 
ſtate of Nature, for happineſs, which they preach death to, as the 
only poſlible way and means, for their being truly happy. All ſuch 
reproofs of death on the ſpirit of Nature 3 and inſtru@ions of life, in 
God's Spirit of Grace, are deſþpis'd and rejefed, by the wiſdom of Man, 
in firſt-Covenant Righteouſneſs. Ever ſach are found, all along this 
world, 2 diſobedient, gain-ſaying *People ; Ia. 65.2.Rom.10.21.See the 
diſmal and bleſſed conſequents of not hearkning, or hearkning to 
this poor wiſe Man's Connſels, reproofs and inſtrufions 5 Prov. 1.20,-33, 
Some there are, amongſt the vaſt multitude of felf-confident righte- 
ous men, and alſo profane, who, at laſt, are brought to regard this 
poor wiſe man's voice; and his, only ; the voice of his Spirit, in him- 
ſelf and Saints. A remnant, (till, God has, a little flock, that are con- 
tent to be made his little ones in Nature, that he may make them his 
great ones and worthies, too big and too many for all his and their 
enemies, in his Wiſdom and Spirit of Grace. Al! do not finally provoke 
kim. Heb.3. 16. Rom. 11. 1,-5. Chriſt thenand his followers are not 
without all hearing, from Men. For, 


Verſ. 17. The words of wiſe Men are heard in quiet, more then the 
of him that ruleth among fools. | 
The words of Chriſt and his awaken'd Spiritual Saints, the words of 

God's Wiſdom, which the Holy Ghoſt teaches, and utters in both, and all, 

will be heard or obey'd by a ſpiritual Seed of Chriſt, 7» week , broken- 

ſpirited, quiet, peaceable men, Sons of Peace. Their meek, broken, ſi- 


lenc'd 


. 


(433;) 

lenc'd natural ſpirit, is of great price, with God, ( 1Pet. 3. 4.) as quit- 
ting its own vain corruptible life, for that which is not corraptible, but 
everlaſting. They inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe them, in meekneſs of Wiſdom, 
(not returning railing for railing, inthe wrathful, wrangling ſpirit and 
eerthly wiſdom of Nature, that's from beneath) waiting with patience, if 
God peradventure will give them Repentance, or change of mind, from 
Satan's lie, to his Goſpel-Truth 3 2 T7. 2. 24,-26. See the different 
demeanour, converſation and fruits of Saints, in God's Heavenly, 
Spiritual wiſdom,communicated to them 3 and of incorrigible ſinners, 
in Man's and Satan's earthly deviliſh wiſdom, from beneath; Jam.3.13,-18. 
Men, in their wiſdom, render'd devilifh, by fixure in enmity to 
God's, arethe loud, clamorous, boaſting, felt-exalting. undertakers 
at teaching the way of Salvation 3 who, by their great cry, and con- 
fuſed noiſe of their tinkling Cymbals, their uncertain-ſounding falſe 
Trumpet, gain a ruling power amongſt fools, to the final deſtruction of 
blind Fooliſh rulers.and ruled, leaders and followers. All fall into the 
ditch, or bottomleſs pit of deceits and deſtruQion(nets, ſnares, and death) 
together z Eccle..7.26. Mat. 15. 14. Such Rulers or Teachers and 
Leaders, as a demonſtration of their utmoſt folly and madneſ,deſpiſc; 
are offended at, and abſolutely reject all the words of God's Wiſdom, 
as folly and madneſs'; ver. 12: & Hoſ. 9.7,8. 1 Cor.1.23. Foh.10.20. 
8& 7.45,—49. The quiet-ſpirited Saint (in whom,this ſelt-confident 
ſpirit of enwity, to God and all his Words of Counſel, is broker down 
and ſilenced by the Croſs) liſten to the Words of the true Shepherd or 
Teacher; in himſelf and mieflengers, and follow not, but flee from the 
"Stranger's voice 3 Joh; 103 4,'5: The ſpiritual. Feet or Principles, or 
which Chriſt's true Meſſengers or Apoltles come to them, are beantifut, 
and. all their right Words of reproot and inſtruction, moſt welcome 
and defireable. They eſteem, hear and obey the words of the truly wiſe, 
as incomparably beyond all te cry and noile of Rulers among fools, 
that preſumptuouſly undertake an abſolute impoſflibility, even to 
declare the Myſteries of God's Wiſdom, i that wiſdom of Man, that's 
fooliſhneſs to God's; and all the words of God's, to it, Yet, is their voice 
and cry, readily heard, and follow'd, by Focls, to the everlalting de- 
ſtruction of both, and all. 
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for ever. They'l not remember, tiearken to, or follow this poor May, 
under his Croſs, into the like poverty and death of nature in them, the 
only way into his everlaſting Refs. 


Verſ: 16. Then ſaid I, Wiſdom is better than ſtrength : nevertheleſs, 
the poor Man's wiſdom is deſpis'd, and his words are not heard. 


The everlaſting Wiſdom of God's New-creation, Goſpel-Spirit, is 
better then all the fading ſtrength, wiſdom and power of Man and 
Angel, in the firſt, or old, But the voice and words of this Wiſdor, 
from the impoveriſh'd natural man, in Chriſt and his followers, is xof 
heard, heeded, or regarded, by thoſe that reſolve to fet up in thar 
ſtate of Nature, for happineſs, which they preach death to, as the 
only poſlible way and means, for their being truly happy. All ſach 
reproofs of death on the ſpirit of Nature 3 and inſtruions of life, in 
Gofl's Spirit of Grace, are deſpis'd and rejeFed, by the wiſdom of Man, 
in firſt-Covenant Righteouſneſs. Ever ſuch are found, all along this 
world, a diſobedient, gain-ſaying *People ; Iſa. 65.2.Rom.10.21.See the 
diſmal and bleſſed conſequents of not hearkning, or hearkning to 
this poor wiſe Man's Connſels, reproofs and inſtrufions ;, Prov. 1.20,-33, 
Some there are, amongſt the vaſt multitude of felf-confident righte- 
ous men, and alſo profane, who, at laſt, are brought to regard this 
poor wiſe man's voice; and his, only ; the voice of his Spirit, in him- 
ſelf and Saints. A remnant, (till, God has, a little flock,, that are con- 
tent to be made his little ones 1n Nature, that he may make them his 
great ones and worthies, too big and too many for all his and their 
enemies, in his Wiſdom and Spirit of Grace. Al! do not finally provoke 
him. Heb.3. 16. Rom. 11. 1,-5. Chriſt thenand his followers are not 
without all hearing, from Men. For, ; 


Verſ. 17. The words of wiſe Men are heard in quiet, more then the cry 
of him that ruleth among fools. 


The words of Chriſt and his awaken'd Spiritual Saints, the words of 
God's Wiſdom which the Holy Ghoſt teaches, and utters in both, and all, 
will be heard or obey'd by a ſpiritual Seed of Chriſt, 7» meck , broken- 
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ſpirited, quiet, peaceable men, 9ons of Peace. Their meek, broken, ſi- 
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lenc'd natural ſpirit, is of great price, with God, (1Pet. 3. 4.) as quit- 
ting its own vain corruptible life, for that which is not corruptible, but 
everlaſting. They inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe them, in meekneſs of Wiſdom, 

not returning railing for railing, 1nthe wrathful, wrangling ſpirit and 
earthly wiſdom of Nature, that's from beneath) waiting with patience, if 
God peradventure will give them Repentance, or change of mind, from 
Satan's lie, to his Goſpel-Truth 3 2 T7. 2. 24,-26. See the different 
demeanour, converſation and fruits of Saints, in God's Heavenly, 
Spiritual wiſdom,communicated to them 3 and of incorrigiblefinners, 
in Man's and Satan's earthly deviliſh wiſdonr, from beneath; Jam.3.13,-18. 
Men, in their wiſdom, render'd deviliſh, by fixure in enmity to 
God's, arethe loud, clamorous, boaſting, ſelt-exalting undertakers 
at teaching the way of Salvation 3 who, by their great cry, and con- 
fiſed noiſe of their tink/ing Cymbals, their uncertain-ſounding falſe 
Trumpet, gain a ruling power amongſt fools, to the final deſtruction of 
blind Poli rulers and ruled, leaders and followers. All fall into the 
ditch, or bottomleſs pit of deceits and deſtrudtion(zets, ſnares, and death) 
together z Eccle..7.26. Mat. 15. 14. Such Rulers or Teachers and 
Leaders, as a demonſtration of their utmoſt tolly and madneſs,defpiſe, 
are offended at, and abſolutely reject all the words of God's Wiſdom, 
as folly and madneſs ; ver, 12. Hoſ. 9.7.8. 1 Cor.1.23. Foh.10.20. 
8& 7.45, —49. The quiet-ſpirited Saint (1n whom,this ſelt-confident 
ſpirit of enmity, to God and all his Words of Counſel, 3s broken down 
and (ilene'd by the Croſs) liſten to the Words of the true Shepherd or 
Teacher; in himſelf and nieflengers, and follow not, but flee from the 
*Stranger's vice 3 Joh; 12 4,'5: The ſpiritual. Feet or Principles, or 
which Chriſt's true Meſſergers or Apoltles come to them, are beantiful, 
and.all their right Words of reproot and inſtruction, moſt welcome 
and defireable. They eſteem, hear and obey the words of the truly wiſe, 
as incomparably beyond all the cry and noiſe of Rulers among fools, 
that preſumptuouſly undertake an ablvlute' impoſitbility, even to 
declare the Myſteries of God's Wiſdom, in that wiſdom of Man, that's 
fooliſhneſs to God's; and all the words of God's, to it. Yet, 1s their voice 
and cry, readily heard, and follow'd, by Feels, to the everlaſting dc- 
ſtruction of both; and all, 
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Verſ. 13. Wiſdows is better ther Weapons of War : but, one ſinner de- 
ſtrozeth much good. 


True Wiſdom, or the Spirit of Chriſt, in Man, #s better then all the 
Wiſdom, Srength, Power and Armonr of Man or Angel, in the firſt 
creation;and yet more,when all theſeare turn'd into (and uſed in)en- 
mity to God. For ſo,became they the one (inner that, trom firſt to laſt, 
fights againſt God, Chriſt, and Saints, who muſt needs be unſpeakably 
too hard for them. All wicked y_— and Men, in the finally abuſed 
firſt-creation ſtate or ſpirit and 11 of nature, make up, and are the 
one ſinner, or uniform fighter againſt God, in and with their firſt- 
creation Strength, Armour, and weapons of War. And, thus does this 
one comprehenſive Sinner (or perverted firſt-creation Spirit, in all 
evil Angels and Men ) deſtroy mmch good, even all the changeable 
oodnels in that ſtate, which had they obediently return'd it back, 
1n ſacrifice to God, they might have receiv'd much good, thereby ; 
even the promisd gift of an everlaſting righteous Life ; and fo, all 
their own fading good, again, with uſury. e Law (or law-life, in 
Man or Angel ) «s'd unlawfully ; as kept up for IVeapors of War, in 
rebellion, againſt Chriſt's Goſpel-life, z- deftroy'd by the ſaid Sinner, in 
evil Angels and Men. They thas deſtroy and fruſtrate all the good, in- 
tended, in and by their firſt-creation State 3 and, for ever, exclude 
themſclves from the immutable good of the ſecond. So, deſtroy they 
mmch good ;, even the whole good of the firſt and ſecond Creation, 
By the lawful uſe of the firſt they might have had all the good of 
both. By the unlawful uſe thereof, they - and loſe all ; all the 
good, given them in the former 3 and offer'd them, in the latter, 
Then, as fix'd in unchangeable enmity to God, they muſt fall, and 


he down, for ever, under the unchangeable Wrath of God, as their 
undeniably juſt portion. 
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CHAP. X V.1: 


Dead Flies (Heb. flies of death) cauſe the Ointment of the Apothe- 
cary, to ſend forth a ftinking ſavour : ſo doth a little Folly, hins that 
#s in reputation for Wiſdone and Honour. 


He dead flies, or flies of death, found in Men, fince the fall, 
(that cauſe the firſt-covenant precious Ointment of Chriſt, the 
great myſtical Apothecary (or perfumer) of Man's filthy, loathſome, 
corrupt, polluted nature, dead i treſpaſs and ſins) are a charatter 
of the ennfity to God's divine and creature-ſpirit, which is filth of 
ſpirit, in Man. This enmity, as the'fingle produtt of the firſt ſin, ts 
call'd the Hittle folly, in eminently reſtor'd, righteous Man, that, with 
Job, is, there, in great reputation for Wiſdom and Honour ; Job 29.7, 
—1O, This little folly, (a changeable, pardonable, curable enmity 
to God, in all )comparatively with the great folly(the incurable, un- 
pardonable, great trarzgreſſion,or preſumptuous ſi unto death,as thro' 
Man's wilful madneſs, this changeable is turn'd into a fix'd unchange- 
able enmity to God, in many ) this little folly, what a noiſe it made, 
m Job, againſt the diſpenſation of the Croſs, when under it, as we 
find, at large, by the reproofs, Elihr and Chriſt himſelf came upon 
him, with 2 Fob 32, to almoſt the end of that Book. Mar, i» the 
honbur, he was created in, 1ot underſtanding or duly conſidering the 
changeable nature of that honour, and ſlipperineſs of his ſtandi 
in it, ſoon fell, and became as the Beafts that periſh(Plal. 49. 12, 5, 
a 'brutified, meer ſenſual creature, as 'twere, having forfeited the 
righteous life of a Man. And when reſtor'd by the redeemer, out of 
that polluted, bloody condition, into the ſame kind of changeable, 
Heft-covenant righteous life of a Man, again (Ezek.16.6.) fo as to re- 
move and-take off the puniſhment of the firlt fin; rhe firſt fin itſelf 
is not hereby cured, but through this very freſh coming of the command, 
or Chriſt's ſetting up his firft-covenant Law-life in him, again, does 
"this ſin of Enmity revive alſo, (which, with, and in dead nature, lay, as 
dead)into an ative;bold,conftident,daring, preſumptugus reſiſting of 
God and this Goſpel-ſpirit, as Wh” experiencd 3 Rom.'”7. av) 
11 2 , 
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And, had he obſtinately eric in that courſe, when convinced of 
his duty, it had ſlain him, for ever. But, he yielded to the death of 
that reſtor'd firſt-covenant law-life, as the known means of abol;ſhing 
that enmity,which reviv'd & ſprang up with it,and 1s inſeparable from 
it. No way, then, to be rid of that, enmity, but by being rid'of that 
life, under the Croſs. And, no other way, or on no other or lower 
and lefler terms, can God's Goſpel-life of everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
be recciv'd by, or ſet up in us. He therefore gloried in nothing ſave the 
Creſs of Chriſt, that (by'its twofold death and waln, Neri runs 
down the firit-covenant life, and ſets up the ſecond) crucified all 
1G 1ly lifeand deſire in his ſpirit, to all this World's deſirables, and 
124 i9 it ; (Gal.6.14.) and ſet up a life in him, the Palate, Belly or 
Appetite and Delire whereof, wholly and only ſavour da hurger'd, 
defir'd and thirſl'd after) the things of God, things eternal, delights of 
the Sos of God. He fo became alive only to the World to come, and 
that to him; a meer Pilgrim and Stranger, in and to this, to the delights 
of the Sons of Men, things ſeen, temporal; 1 Pet. 2. 11. 2 Cor. 4.18, 
The dead Fly or little folly, here, is the ſame with the /ittle leaver 
#bat leavens the whole lump (Gal.5.9,of mankind); which canbe purg'd 
out of any, no otherwiſe then by the death and Sacrifice of Nature, 
at beſt 3 from which, inſeparable. And then, with our ſacrific'd ſpot- 
Icfs Nature, in Chriſt our *Paſs-over, ſhall we find, that the deſtrozing 
Angel ( even Chriſt with the ſame ſpiritual-Sword or Goſpel-Croſs 
will paſs over 4, as to that uſe he will make of it, in Wrath, upon 
fix'd incorrigible enemies, Angels or Men. This fix'd leaver or Do- 
arine of the *Phariſees, in a ſowr'd, leaven'd ſpirit of unchangeable 
enmity, (in a firſt-Covenant righteous life, againſt the ſecond; Law, 
againſt Goſpel ) #s that, Chriſt warn'd his Diſciples to beware of Mart, 
16.6,11,12. For this cauſe, did Chriſt ſan@ify our nature, by the death 
thereof, in himfelf, that by the like death-ſandification, the ſame fire- 
Baptiſm of his heavenly Spirit of Truth, on our earthy-ſpirit of enmi- 
ty and falſhood, he might ſandify it, in ws. Joh. 17.17, 19. The en- 
mity, or Fly of death, becoming unchangeable in Men, renders then a 
oſt ſtinking abomination to God, for ever. Their Soul unchangeably 
loaths God's Soul, or Spirit of Grace ; and his, them. Then Chriſt's 
freſh firſt-Covenant Gift, that was, for a ſeaſon, as ſalt, to dry up the 
fcſhly filth of their polluted nature, Joſes its ſavoxr; and, the whole 
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perſon becomes a ſtinking, loarhſome thing, as all-over polluted with 
a ſpreading incurable Leproſy, or moſt noiſom Diſeaſe. - | 


Verſ. 2. A wiſe Man's heart is at his right hand; but, a fool's heart, at 
, bis left. ML aniEoen LW ok 


Here's a deſcription of the truly wiſe, arid of the greateſt fool. 
Theheart of the former, is at hisright haud, fix'd and ſet to follow thoſe 
right counſels of God,in the life,aQtivity,defire and thought of the in- 
corruptible Seed of God's right-hand-planting in him, by a new-crea- 
tion, which will ſet him at Chriſt's rieht bat 3 when fools or luſtful 
Goats, in the adtivity, life, and deſire of the corruptible ſeed of his 
left-hand-planting in them, by a firſt-creation ( in which wholly ſer 
uponthis worlds vanities) will be found at bis left-hand, and doom'd 
to eternal puniſhment. Mat. 25. 33,46. Saints give ap their fleſhly Tree, 
with the fruits or works thereof, their left-hand firſt-Covenant life, 
to th: death of the Croſs, that they may receive that right-hand, fe- 
cond Covenant, Goſpel-life, wherein to be wiſe untoSaluation. Others, 
of a perfectly contrary mind, fool themſelves into eternal damnation. 


Verſ 3. Teaalſo, when he that is a fool, walketh by the way, bis Wife 
4-1 (Heb. heart) faileth him ; and he ſaith to every one, that be 


is a fool, 


Man's own Wiſdom is Folly,ot able to dire@ his flepr,in(or fomuch 
as into) the way everlaſting ;" Jer. 10, 23. Truſting therein and to, 
renders him an enemy to true ſpiritual Wiſdom, that can do all, 
And, this manifeſts hins to every one, to be fool. God will ſet up that 
Light in all, that they and all others ſhall ſee them, Fools; as having 
wilfully choſen that Life and Wiſdom, they knew would fail them 5 
and conſequently,” excluded themſelves, for ever, from that, which 
'would have done their Work. Thus become'they everlaſtmg mo- 
numents of their own madneſs and folly, in eternal darkncfs and 


death, under Wrath. 


Verſo, 
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Verſ. 4, If the ſpirit of the Ruler riſe ny againſt thee, leave not thy 
place ; for, yielding pacifieth great offences. | 


The acknowledg'd literal, gives aim at the myſtical ſence. In let- 
ter, Man ought not to leave his place of fubjettion to worldly Rulers; 
but acknowledg the ruling Power, by God's Providence, permitted 
any to exerciſe over him, however ill usd. This may and ought to 
be, without any ſinful compliance with ſuch abuſed Power. Even 
Saints mult ſuffer, as a paſſive owning that power, ſoill manag'd, th 
can't aftively obey. Al/ ought to keep their place of ſubjeftion to it, 
as not to riſe up againſt, diſpute, or deny the Rulers place and office, 
however abus'd. Such demeanour is the only ſafe way, to pacify 
the Ruler's unjuſt wrath, againſt them. t. For yielding anifeth crea 
offences. Yea, Devils are not. to be denied their inviſible evil Angeli- 
cal Principality and Power, permiſſively giver ther, in and over this 
World 5 Luk. 4. 5, 6. The Devil's evil place of Rule and Power, is 
not to be denied. Ever Michael, the Arch- Angel, Chriſt himſelf, con- 
tending or diſputing with the Devil, about the body of Moſes 3 durſt not 
bring againſt hinz a railing Accufation, but, ſaid ;, the Lord. rebuke thee ; 

d. g. So, Zec. 3. 2. About Foſha, another Type of hinfelf, The 

vil contends or diſputes, by himſelf and Apoſtles, for the body of 
eMoſes, or life of the Law, as eternal Life and Salvation 3 according 
to his firſt {hort comprehenſive lying Sermon. to Eve ye ſhall not die, 
"This is eternal Life, ye are already pofle(sd-of, by the firſt Creation. 
A due demeancnr towards the- very evil Angels, is an owning 
our.place of inferiority to them, in the life of but humane nature, or 
our natural ſtate, at beſt. *Tis acknowledgd ſo, in'Chriſt himſelf; 
Heb. 2.7. The leaving our place of SubjeCtion qr Inferiority.to evil 
viſible or - inviſible. Powers of this World, is « leaving our place of 
Tight ſubjeion and obedierice to God, and, a giving advantage to 
the Devil, to make us pay it him. And, ſo come we to the myſtery, 
here.Chriſt,of right,is always the chief Magiſtrate and Supream Ruler, 
over all, in his very paſſive ſeaſon, and Satan's ative Reign. © If his 
Spirit riſe up againſt the guilty natural ſpirit of Mar, if he come with 
bis. ſpiritual Sword and Goſpel-fire, to lay and facrifice it to God ; 
Obedience ought to be given to him, herein, by zielding ſubjeion S 

x this 
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this Sapream Ruler, over all, as our true intereſt, and ſafety. This 
is the way to pacify God's provoked Wrath againſt us, even the deli- 
vering up that ſpirit, to death,that's found guilty of all ſorts of offen- 
ces againſt him; and this undeniably,evidenc'd by the all-difcovering 
light of the two-edged flaming Sword that ſlays us 3 Heb.4.12,13, No 
abſolute reconciliation, but by the death of the guilty Sinner, in us z 
the foe of our own houſe. We ought to agree with this true Ruler 

inthe way of his Crofs,the only way toSalvation) when his Spirit riſes 
againſt (and he comes in the poſture of an Adverſary, upon) hig'and 
our enemy, in #93 Mat. 5. 25. Sach yielding up the perpetual Offen- 
der to death,(in order to be brought to live under the peaceable Rule 
of that Spirit of Life and Love, that flays our ſpirit of Enmity and 
Death ) pacifies the Wrath of our moſt righteous Judg, and brings this 
wonder to paſs, that we, who in our own ſpirits, have bin guilty of 
innumerable and unutterably aggravated follies and madneſſes, ſhe#f 
have no Iniquity found in us, by Friends or Foes. The guilty Sinner, our 
natural ſpirit, that always rebell'd, in its life, has obediently ſuffer'd 
death, and there's an end of all Iniquity, By this means, come we to 
be fill d with a ſpirit of Life, that's in eternal union of mind, will, de- 
fire, thought, love, and hatred, with the infinite divine ſpirit. -Then, 
let enemies,that love nothing but ſuch Iniquities they would charge 
us with, ſearch and accuſe us while they will ; yea, and let God, that 
infinitely hates all Iniquity, ſearch #s, to the bottom (by the joynt 
beamings forth of his infinite divine and all-ſearching infallible new- 
Creation Sun-lights) ſtill, (till, »o Þriquity will be found in #5, when 
fil'd with his own Spirit of everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Truth, 


Verſ. 5. There is an evil which I have ſeen ny the Sun, 4 an er« 
rour which proceedeth from the ruler. 
Verſ. 6. Folly is ſet in great dignity; and, the rich fit in low placs, 


Here's juſt matter of complaint, relating to the inviſible or viſible 
Magiſtrates of this World, evil Angels or Men. Nothing more fa- 
miliar to obſervation, in the viſible, then their encouraging and ad- 
vancing folly it ſelf, or groſsly wicked and unworthy perſons, and 
thruſting down the rich in true wiſdom, the truly worthy, into low 


place, or no place, out of all place 3 yea, and out of the - World, 
not 
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not fit or worthy to live, by reaſon of his unalterably contrary princi- 
ple (temper and ſpirit) to ſuch wicked Gamlters, as reſolve to make 
a prey of the People. All diſcouragements, injuries, and opprefſlions 
imaginable, are, on this ground, exercis'd on the moſt worthy Patri- 
ots, whoſe Conſciences permit them not to gratify and ſerve their 
corrupt wills, intereſts, and unruly luſts. Theſe are the things pra- 
_ by wicked viſible Rulers, in a flat contrariety to their duty ; 

0m.13.3,4. 

The aviſible Rulers of this World, evil Angels, prefer the rich, 
wiſe-fools, in a firſt-Covenant righteous life,as their choiceſt and moſt 
uſeful ſabjeds, before, above, and againſt the myſtical poor or im- 
poveriſh'd there, in order to become wiſe, rich, ſtrong, and honourable 
in Ged, or in a ſpiritual, new-Covenant lite, hid with Chriſt in God, 
Chriſt pronounceth Wo to 'the former 3 and ſays, *Bleſſed are the latter ; 
Luke 6. 20, 24. That that's highly eſteemed of Men, '1n the firſt Cove- 
nant, # abeminable to God (Luk. 16. 15.) as fet up'in a fixed enmity 
to him, and the ſecond. And, the broker, contrite, impoveriſh'd na- 
tural Spirit of the Saint (as to all, others truſt and glory in) ſeems 
abominable and contemptible to them, the fat, full, rich, wiſe,'ſtrong and 
honenrable in the firſt 3 1 Cor. 4.8,10. The rich; in the firſt-Covenant, 
are figur'd by the Man with a gold Ring and govdly apparel; whereas the 
poor and needy natural »#ar: of the Saint, cauſes him asa poor man, 
in vile raiment, fo be bidden by man, to ſit here, under his footſtool, im- 
porting'the very height'of contempt, towards him -3 while there's a 
huge baſsle, for the giving the other* ahigh place , in honour and re- 
ſpe& to him, or rather to his myſtical gay clothing, kept on,; i» enmity 
to the Croſs ;, but, put off by the Spiritual Saint, and refus'd ever to be put 
v1, again ;, let men take it how they will. Fam. 2. 1,-3. Cant.z.3. God 
requir's the putting off thoſe firſt-Covenant Ornaments,Devils and Men 
put (itch a preferring value upon, that he may know what. to do with 
us, by ſetting up the life, and clothing us with the everlaſting Righ- 
teouſneſs, Beauty, Glory, and ornaments of the ſecond. Exod. 33. 5. 
Wiſe, Holy, firſt-Covenant righteous Men, and God, are of a di- 
rely ' contrary judgment, in this caſe 3 Rom. 2.29. Thoſe, God 
highly eſteems and loves, they ſcorn and hate, as the filth of the World, 
the off- ſcouring of all things 5 1 Cor. 4. 13. Thus are they found in 
harmony with the inviſible Prixcipalities and Powers of this world, the 
b ev1] 
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evil Angels. They both and all _ in this point, a reſolution, in 
the earthly principle or natural ſpirit,to deſpiſe(and contend againſt) 
the impoveriſh'd natural man of the truly wiſe, rich, ſtrong and ho- 
nourable ſpiritual Saint. They ſpoot all their malicious, revengeful wr- 
rows at him. So are true Saints, by their true Goſpel-life, Converfa- 
tion, words and way, rendred, with Jeremy, Mer of contention with 
the whole earth, or whole earthy party of evil Angels and Men. This 
evil,Solomon ſaw, pratisd under the firſt-creation Sur, or in the firſt- 
Covenant ſpirit, the Law-principle of lite and aQtion, as ar erroyr, 
both viſible and inviſible Rwlers of this world, are joyntly guilty of, in 
uſing their utmoſt power, for diſcouraging, perſecuting,and ſuppreſ- 
ſing the truly wiſe and rich ſpiritual Saint; the only ſort of men in 
this world,that God highly elteem's and loves. On all theſe accounts, 
as to the errours of the viſible and inviſible Rulers of this World, 


he farther ſays, 


Verſ. 7. 1 have ſeen Servants upon Horſes, and Princes walking as Ser- 
wants upon the Earth. 


The chief ſenſe of theſe words, is ; that evil Angelsare permitted 
the exerciſe of a ruling power over this World, fulfilling their plea- 
ſure, both in the corrupt and refin'd ſpirit and principles of Nature, 
in men. Both evil Angels and Men 1n the ſaid ſpirit of © Bondage, are 
but ſervants and ſlaves 1n God's fight ; objects of his everlaſting con 
tempt, and wrath. When Chriſt, whoſe Right it is, takes to bim elf his 
great Power, and reign's, he will take away all their power, and tread 
them under his and his Saints feet, for ever. But,all along this World, 
are theſe evil Angelical Principalities and * Powers, in, with, and by evil 
viſible ones, jointly riding over Saints heads, ( Pal. 66. 12.) under 
Chriſt's overtopping ſpiritual Power, ordering all, for the carryi 
on his deſigned work of the Croſs, on the natural ſpirit of the Saint, 
that's a ſpirit of Bondage, in them. For this reaſon, are the true Princes, 
or ſpiritual, heaven-born Sons, walking on the Earth, (in an inferiori- 
ty and ſubjection to theſe (laviſh ſervile-ſpirited Rulers) that, in their 
tcue Princely life,they may come to ride over all thoſe Servants heads, 
that have bin their Maſters. All along this World, the ſaid Servarrts 
are on Horſeback, and true Princes _ At entrance of the Reign 

; of 
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of Chriſt, or beginniug of 5.998 fach "Princes will tread all ſuch 
Servants, for ever, under their feet, and ride in triumph, with their Lord 
and Maſter, the great Captain of their Salvation, over all their heads, Col. 
2. 15. Heb. 2. 10, 14. The very Prince of Life, when he had taken 
our fleſh, ſuffer'd death therein, under the viſible and inviſible Prix. 
ces of this world ; A&.3.15. True Saints, following his fuftering ſteps, 
will be found on their myſtical white Horſes, with ' their Lord, at laſt ; 
Rev. 19. [1,-14. (hriſt refuſed any ruling Power, as a Judge or King, 
in that earthly life of the Law, wherein he was to ſuffer, and did, 
in obedience to his Father, under the hors'd Princes of this World, in 
the ſaid earthly life and worldly power. He walk'd as a Servant on 
. theearth, under them 3; and ſo, muſt Saints, 1n obedience to the will 
of God, and conformity to his example, Joh. 10. 17, 18. They muſt 
lay down their natural, wherein they are Servants, that they may 
take up his ſpiritual life, wherein, Sos of God, and to be Princes on 
herſe-back. Saints are ſpiritual chaſt Doves, that know not where to 
ſet their foot, or find any viſible relicf or ſupport, in this World ; 
Ger.8. 8,9. As kept for their Heavenly Country, are they not ſuffer d 
to find any reſt, ſhort of it. They are hunted out of all falſe reſts, by 
their evil Rulers, who intend their utter deſtruction. But, they find 
the new Name of the Lord, a ſtrong Tower, and Ark of ſafety, both 
from enemies, and the flood of God's final Wrath, that will over flow 
the whole firſt-creation Land of theliving ; all, fix'd in their earthly 
life of enmity to his Heavenly. 


Verſ. 8. He that diggeth a Pit, ſhall fall into it ; and, whoſo breaketh 
an Hedg, a Serpent ſhall bite him. 


The pit, here, is the ſame, blind Leaders with their followers, fall in- 
t0; Mat. 15. 14. Pſal. 7.15. Many that are reckon'd to dig deep in 
Scripture, all their interpreting thereof amounts to no more then the 
digging this dangerous and deſtruQtive pitz anopening the very bot- 
tomleſs pit of the Devil, and aflerting it tobe the Kingdom of God ; 
a teaching tinchangeable union with the evil one, as God, ſitting ire 
the Temple of God,and ſhewing himfelf, that he is God. And, in all their 
Miniſtry, to-this purpoſe, ſeeing nothing but vanity and lying Divi- 
zation, hey ſay, The Lord ſaith, and make others hope, theyl confirm the 

3h. | word, 
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word ; that they have true peace with God, when indeed, in unchanga- 
ble union with the Devil. Thus do evil Mer, giving heed to ſeducing 
Spirits, and Do@rines of Devils, cry up a fixure and eſtabliſhment in 
the firſt-creation ſtate of enlighten'd, Righteows Nature, in unchan 
able oppoſition to God and his new-creation Spirit of Grace. They 

refer their Law-Spirit, to his Goſpel-Spirit, which renders it the very 

ottomleſs pit they fall into, under the final Wrath of God; « deep ditch 
of ſtinking mire and filth, for evermore. Out of it, there is #0 re- 
' demption.' Tis very Hell.Evil Angels8 Man's concluſive choice of that 
ſtate, makes it a pit of their own digging. David found his own na- 
ture, 4 deep mire, where there's no ſtanding 5, crying for deliverance out 
of it, by a lifting him up out of his earthy ſpirit of nature, into God's 
heavenly Spirit of Grace; Pſal. 69. 1,--3. The death of Nature, un- 
der the Croſs, is our only way out of this wiry pit of corruption, into 
the life, Chriſt will reign 1n. 

t. And, who ſo breaketh an hedg, a Serpent ſhall bite him. Firſt- 
Covenant Life, and ſccond-Covenant Light, are a twofold hed 
of defence, to ſecure Man from all dangers, on his right hand an 
left. The reſtor'd life of the Law, is a hedg of defence, for a ſeaſon, 
againſt the vile affeCtions and luſts of corrupt nature, dangers on the 
left hand.Spiritual Light( bywhich,Chriſt,in his ſpiritual Life is ſhew'd 
aud offer'd Men, as their abſolute Salvation) is a hedg of defence,to 
ſecure Men from the moſt dangerous finning againſt that Supream 
Right-hand Mercy, and gracious offer of it, from God. The firſt 
myſtical hedg, or fence againſt the workings of corrupt nature, kept 
up, in oppoſition to the ſecond, (fo as finally to turn from and 
reje& the ſecond, which would ſecure from all ſin, in corrupt or 
righteous nature, filth of fleſh or ſpirit, tor ever) this is Man's wilful 
breaking down the chief hedg for his ſecurity. And then, Satan, the 
old poyſonous Serpent, breaks in upon him, and bites, or mortally 
wounds him, to eternal death. This, by perſwading Men, to ſet up 
nature, with him, in an eternal oppoſition to God, and his Grace. 


Verſ. 9. Whoſo removeth ſtones, ſhall be hurt therewith : and, he that 
'  Cleaveth ood, ſhall be endangered thereby. , 


Stones, here, are the ſame with the hedg, in the former Verſe, fi- 
Kkk 2 guring 
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guring the new-Creation Spirit, and Light thereof. This rocky-ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt, in Saints, renders them Rocks, or living Stones in his ſpiri- 
tual houſe Mat. 16. 18. 1 Pet.2. 5; Man's wilful refuſing, hating, and 
turning from this rocky life, ſhew'd and offer'd him, 1s a removin 

theſe ſtones, decrying, and (what in him lies) pulling down this ſpiri- 
tual Temple, and perſecuting or ſcattering Chriſt and ſpiritual Saints, 
the living Stone and lively Stones thereof. This will bring the greateſt 
bart upon himſelf. For, this Stone or Spirit, in Chriſt and Saints, will fall 
upon him, mn wrath, and grind him to powder ; Mat, 21.44. t. And he 
that cleaveth wood, ſhall be endanger'd thereby. By cleaving wood, is 
meant a ſeparating the firſt benefit of the Croſs or death of Chriſt, a 
reſtor'd firſt-Covenant life, from the ſecond; and conſequently,a ſet- 
ting up the firſt, in unchangeable oppoſition to the ſecond, a Goſpel- 
life of everlaſting Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. God's Wiſdom has 
found a way, by the dcath of the former, to join theſe two together, 
in the new life of the latter. By the obedient death of Nature, 
corrupt or righteous, is the changeableneſs and enmity of the for- 
mer, done away; and fo,is1t brought into unchangeable union with 
the latter, and harmony of mind and will, with God moſt high. 
Theſe, that God requires a yeilding to his way of putting together, 
as Brethren in Onity (Plal. 133. 1. ) let no man preſume to keep or 
put aſunder ;, as firſt-covenant Brethren do, when they ſit and ſpeak 
againſt the ſecond, in deſpite to them, and that I 44s of Grace, they are 
of, and in; Pſal. 50. 20. Exzek. 33.30,--32. Heb.10.29. Such cleavers, 
or dividers of Wood, the firſt benefit of the Croſs, from the ſecond, 
(after a clear diſcovery of the whole deſign of the Croſs,tothem will 


not only be endanger d thereby, but bring final deſtruCtion upon their 
own heads. 


Ver. 10. 1f the Iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edg, then muſt 
ke put to more Strength : but, Wiſdom is profitable to dire@. 


Man's natural ſpirit, fallen into fin and enmity ( whether in the 
corrupt or reſtor'd righteous Lite thereof ) is the myſtical blurt Tror, 
here; heavy and dull, as to any right underſtanding of, or obedience 
to the commands of God's ſpiritual Law. 'Tis more difficult to yield 
any obedience thereto, then before the fall, For, now there's poſi- 
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tive enmity in- itz then, not, h doirkite greatly needs the ſharp- 
ning work of Chriſt's ſpiritual convidtions, to bring the blunted, dull 
nature thereof, ſo much as to ſee its unſpeakeable concern, in liſtning 
and ſybmitring to the hard ſzyings and (harp diſcipline of his ſpiritual 
Law. Thoſe that ( finding themſelves, weary, and heavy laden, or 0+ 
verſet, as to ſuch important concerns ) come to Chriſt for his ſpiritu- 
al life and ſenſes, for which, willing to take up ( or ſubmit to the death 
of their natural, under ) his Groſs, will find all eaſie and plain, both to 
underſtand and do. Mat. 11. 28,-—30. His yoke is ealie, and burthen 
light Yea, {uch yoke and burthen (amounting only: to our ,un- ' 
changeable ſabjection to his will, that's unchangeably ſubjeft to the 
divine ) is the very gloriows liberty of the Sons of God. And fo, alſo, 
their ſufferings (in ſubmitting to the yoke and burther of his Croſs, on 
their natural will and ſpirit ) will, in the proſpe& and certain ſight 
of ſuch glorious advantages, not be reckon'd upon, in any compari» 
ſon therewith. Rom, 8. 18, * , \ 

Scripture is 4 Parable, or ſharp ſaying, and requires a ſharp Wir; 
that is, ſpiritual underſtanding, to diſcover the myſterious Things, 
Truths, or meaning of God's Spirit, therein. 'Tis too painful, yea, 
impoſſible for Man's natural underſtanding, to interpret and right] 
underſtand ſo muchas the providential diſpenſations of God,to ends 
as foes, and foes as friends, ; *P/al. 73. 34-16, Spiritual underſtand- 
ing, or, Sanuary-light diſcover'sall ; (v. 17.) the voice of all Pro- 
mand the dark ſayings or parables of all Scripture. {t can interpret 
oraculous dreams, ſhew hard ſentences, diſſolve doubts ;Dan.5.12.Take 
the totalſum of its objedts. It diſcern's or judges all things, (1 Cor.2. 
15.) divine, and twofold creaturely, natural and fpiritual z the Jeep 
things of God's Infinite Divinity (v. 10.) his whole Counſel, about the 
Salvation of his Creatures, ( A@. 20. 27.) and the whole counſel of 
the Devil, for their Damnation 3 the whole »»yſtery of Godlineſ7, the 
whole myſtery of Iniquity, the myſteries of Chrit's Spiritual Kingdom 
of marvelous light, in his Goſpel-Spirit z the myſteries of Satan's ac- 
curſed kingdom of marvelous darkneſs, in his Law-Spirit 3 2 Cor. 2, 
Il, As God, gradually, more and more runs down the wiſdom or 
underſtanding of the natural Man in the, Saint, into darkneſs, by the 
demoliſhing operation of the Spirit of the.Crofs, he raiſes it up more _ 
and more intothe new, all-diſcovering light or diſcerning of his ipt: \., 
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ritual; which, James calls his giving more Grace 5 Jam. 4. 6. So, the 
natural man, or ſpiritual Prophets Servant in the Saint, comes to ſee 
what the Prophet ſees (as in type, 2 Kirg. 6. 17.) Thus is man's un- 
derſtanding or ſpirit, ({ as more brought, by way of Death and Re- 
\urreQion, into union of mind with the ſpiritual) more and more 
whetted, ſharpn'd, and enabled more clearly to diſcern the whole 
mind, and do the whole will of God. Paxl found even Goſpel-pro- 
felling Jews, ſo dull of hearing or underſtanding, ſo defeCtive as to 
the right hearing ear, reception, or capacity for ſpiritual myſteries, 
that he ſeews to have forborn the declaration of many things, he 
otherwiſe would have ſaid to them 3 Heb.s. 11. He clearly faw their 
darkneſs and incapacity, as to ſpiritual,Goſpel-matters. The moſt 
highly enlighten'd and reſtor'd underſtanding of Man, is but dull, 
blant Iron, till wheited by ſpiritual light, utterly unable to diſcern or 
do the Will of Gad, in any thing, to his wel-pleafing. It can't dire# 
his ſteps, aright, towards God, or his own Salyation 3 Fer. 10. 23, 
'Tis ſpiritual Widow only, is profitable to dire in the way everlaſting z 
Pſal. 139. 24. This renders a Man an infallible Seer and Doer of the 
whole mind and will of God. And, this renders him the certain o- 
vercomer of his own contrary natural mind and luſt. *Twill crucify 
the worldly mind in him, to the World without him 3 and ſo, the World 
to him; and bring the God of this World, under his feet. Fleſh, 
World, and Devil will all flee before, and fall under him. God 
_ be fully pleas'd with him 3 he fully ſaved, and abſolutely bleſſed, 
or ever. 


Verſ. 11. Surely the Serpent will bite without enchantment,and a Bab- 
bler is no better. 


The natural ſpirit of fallen Angel and Man, is poyſon'd with enmi- 
ty; changeable,in man; unchangeable in evil Angels or Devils. De- 
vils, being all abſolutely fix'd in enmity, and reſolutely uſing all their 
angelical Wiſdom, in their ſuperiority of nature to Man, go clear be- 

ond him,in ſubtilty,as well as power. The Devil, when fallen,was too 
rd for man unfallen; over-reachd him with his ſubtilty 5 over- 
ſt him with his power z and ſo, ſowed his evil ſeed of enmity toGod's 
ſpiritual Law, inall mankind. This myſtical deadly poyſon, has ny 
tNem 
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them all dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, The old Serpent is more ſubtile' 
then but gradually reſtor'd Man; and ſtill, all along thisWorld,is upon 
him with the ſame lying ſuggeſtion (and wicked, but pleaſing Coun- 
ſel) 5 to Eve, that reſtor'd righteous nature is a ſtate of eternal life, 
and ke fhall not die 5 neither under the Croſs, here ; nor eternally, 
hereatter. Ger.3.1,--5. 2 Cor.11.3. It muſt needs be much eaſier for 
Satan to prevail with reſtor'd righteous man, ſince the fall, then in his 
firſt aſſault on humane nature, in the primitive purity and perfe&ion 
thereof, For now, he finds the ſame poiſonous enmity to God, in 
men, with himſelf, as even in Pal, after all his Law-converfion and 
Righteouneſs of man ; but, before his Goſpel-converlion into the 
Lik and Righteouſneſs of God, His work, now, is only to put his 
confirming Paw, upon man, for rendring his changeable enmity to 
God, and Union with him, unchangeable. Then his work's done ;; 
and man, undone, for ever. And, in carrying on this, is he pleaſing 
to man. His Counſels are all, after man's own heart. The old Ser- 
pent, now,in biting, poiſoning, and wounding men to eternal death,is, 
all along, pleaſing to them. He licks them to death, with his flattering 
harlot-kiſles, in the practice of the higheſt and moſt criminal ſtrum- 
, ſeducing them from Chriſt, the true ſpiritual Lord and Huſ- 
2a they ought to be chaſt, ſingle-ey'd, and hearted,in their love, to, 
The enchanting alluring Words of this grand myſtical Adultereſs, are 
ſmoother then Butter, when war is in her teart: ſofter then Oil, yet are 
drawn Swords ; Pal. 55. 21. Grand Adultereſs, the ſupreme Whore of 
"Babylon, (influencing and drawing into the ſame guilt, innumerable 
Men,who,with all Devils,or evil Angels, make up the comprehenfive 
and compleat myſtical Whore of Babylon,in an unchangeable murder- 
ing alas of enmity to Chriſt,and his true ſpiritual 1ael,or new-Jeru- 
falem Saints)Mar of Sin, Son of Perdition (2Theſl. 2.3.) roaring Lion, 
ſeeking whom he may devour (1Pet.5,8.)great bloody red Dragon (Rev. 
12.3.) Abaddon, Apollyon, on deſtroyer (Rev. 9.11.) Devil.Satan, old.- 
Serpent (Rev.20.2.) and the like 3 all theſe are charaQtering titles and, 
diſtinguiſhing badges of one and the ſame Beel-zebub,or Prince of De- 
vils; Mark.3.22. W about Inchantment;or (uch liſtning to the-charming 
voice & counſels of the Spirit of Chriſt,zfe tre Shepherd and Teacher, 
as will turn theme from the voice of all flattering Strangers (Joh.10.4;5.) 
Will Men be charm'd and (educ'd by this old Seryent, and. noutlly 
ED, 
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bitten, ſtung, and poiſon'd by him, to ) eral death. All this was 
figur'd our, in the bitings of the literal fiery Serpents, and cure of ſuch 
bitten 1/-aelites, only, as look'd np by Faith, to the fiery Serpent on a pole ; 
Num. 21.6,—9. This brazen Serpent on a pole, was a figure of Chriſt, 
4s in our nature crucified and raiſed into his ſpiritual, new-Creation 
Life 5 Foh.3.14. whoever ſo look up to hint, herein ( as to be made wil- 
lingly conformable to his death, that they may partake of his reſur- 
recion-Life) are certainly cared, for ever, as to the poiſonous bitings 
of the myſtical old fiery Serpent (or Serpents,the Devil and his An- 
gels; all, Devils) figur'd by the litera]. Enmity to God, is inſeparable 
trom Man, fave by the total death of his natural ſtate, A Leopard's 
ſpots may as ſoon be done away, or a Blackmoor's skin waſh d white ( Jer. 
13.23.) as man (fave by a right obedient death of his natural ſpirit, 
at beſt) be cleans'd from all evil, filth of ſpirit, or enmity to God, If 
Men liſten not tothe Counſels of true Wiſdom, they'l be pleas'd with 
the old Serpents adding to his firſt poiſonous biting them, in and with 
the firſt man, ſuch a farther biting of them,as will render their enmity 
to God, as unchangeable in them, as in himſelf. All his words - are 
natural,and welcome to them. They reject Chriſt's, and wholly chuſe 
and delight in his Counſels ; Iſa. 30.9,—11. Here's the dangerous 
poſture, mankind are in. Ad, a * Babler is no better. Man, in his own 
Wiſdom, undertaking to expound Scripture, and counſel his fel- 
low-mortals, about Salvation, #s 4 Babbler, a tinkling Cymbal, makes 
only a confuſed noiſe, an uncertain ſound of Words in all which, he's 
no better, then the old Serpent himſelf ; that is, gives no better, but 
indeed the ſelf-ſame Counſel, he gives; preaches his Goſpel, that men 
will find the reſtor'd righteous li of nature, to be eternal, and ever- 
hſting Salvation. Thus doe babbling men, carry on Satan's poiſon- 
ing doftrine and work, in a lying ſprrit of Divination, tor poiſoning 
themſelves and Hearers, beyond cure, to eternal death. None are 
fit to teach Chriſt's Goſpel to others, but ſuch as are wiſe unto Salva- 
tion, themſelves. Who elſe, can ſhew the way of Salvation 


Verſ. 12. The words of a wiſe man's mouth are graciows : but, the lips 
of a Fool will ſwallow up himſelf. 


- All thoughts and words (tmward and outward Words) of the truly 
wiſe 


44 
wiſe m4an,are gracious, good, LE 4.2. in God's fight. A ſpirit of 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs 1s the principle and root of all. He turns 
from the life, light, underſtanding, will, deſire, thought, word, and 
action of his own Spirit, to live wholly in and to God, after his heart, 
in his ſpirit. So, God (or his creature-ſpirit ) works all his works ire 
him ;, and he, in God ;, Tf. 26. 12. Phil. 2. 13. Joh. 3. 21. 

On the contrary 3 the Lips of a Fool will ſwallow up _—_ Man, 

in corrupt or enlighten'd nature, is but 4 fool, and as the Beaſts that 
periſh, as to all his eternal Concerns, Goſpel Things or Truthsz P/al. 
49. 12, 20, Jer. 10. 23. I Cor. 2.14. All ſuch things are (or ſeem) 
fooliſhneſs to hinr, becauſe he is a fool. All words or fruits, utter'd or 
brought forth, in his own nature, at beſt, which he truſts, and adviſes 
others to truſt in, are lying vanities, periſhing, tranſient ſhadows. He 
walks in a vain ſhew ;, ſees, teaches, is, nothing but vanity, altogether vani- 
ty; Pal.39.5,6. Ezek.13.6. He neither confider's the fading nature 
of all he's poſlefs'd of, nor the everlaſting Life, Riphteouſteſ and 
things of God, he wants. He hugg's himſelt as rich and happy, wher, in 
truth, zri/erable, poor, blind and naked. Such fools were the Laodiceans, 
(Rev.3. 17.) and the Corinthians, 1 Cor.4.8,10. Both theſe miltake's, 
in embracing and waxing confident in falſe, and in rejecting true 
riches, Chriſt found the young Mar, in 3 Mat. 19 .20,-22. Men rec- 
kon, they want nothing, for true blefledaeſs, when they want eve- 
ry thing. Thus, fooliſh Men's words, ſivallow up themſelves, or expoſe 

themſelves and others to be ſwallow'd up, in a ſpirit of unchangeable 
darkneſs and death. God will take all ſuch wiſe tools in their own crafti- 

zeſs 5 as knowing all their thoughts, vain ;, 1 Cor.3. 19,20. They think 

of, truſt in, relie upon, and teach nothing but vanity : and this, inun- 

changeable enmity to God, and all the reproofs and inſtruTions of true 

Wiſdom ; Prov.1.20,—32. They craftily and fubrily defend them- 

ſelves, and ſecure nature's head, from his ſpiritual Crgf, Goſpel-fre, 

and Sword, and fo, ſwallow up,fink and drown themſelves, and all that 

follow their words of Counſcl;znto everlaſting deſtruction and perdition, 


Ver(. 13. The beginning of the words of his mouth is fooliſhneſs: and, 
the end of his talk, is miſchievous madneſs. 


From firſt to laſt, he ſets up, and pleads for a life that's changeable 
L11 in 
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In it ſelf, and enmity to God, as true happineſs. He begins, ſets out, 


and proceeds in this folly, till fix'd in enmity, and lo, guilty of wiſ- 
chievous madneſs ; labouring,might and main, fo render others, Children 


of Hell, with himſelf, Mat. 23. 15, 


Verſ. 14. A Fool alſo is full-of words 5 a Man cannot tell what ſhall 
be : ard, what ſhall be afier hint, who can tell Lim & 


Abounding in words, is a character of beth literal and myſtical 
Fools, as highly conccitcd in their tall} miſtaken meaſurcs of them- 
ſ{elve;i. The myſtical ( or wile ) Fool, 1s 1n total darkneſs, as to his 
eternal concerns; is wholly ignorant of the obedient Saints true 
bleſledneſs ; or life and ſtate, wherein to be for ever bleſſed. And, 
as ignorant is he, as to the future moſt deplorable ſtate of himſelf and 
followers, incorrigible haters of Godin eternal Death. This unutte- 
rable diſtreſs, confuſion and mTery (that comes after all the' mirth 
and jollity, in his ſcIFpleaſing thought and fooliſh way) will be 
an abſolute amazing ſurprize and diſappointment to him. Who can 
tell him of this,that ſhall cometo kim,afterhislife and race,in this world ? 
The truly wiſe ſpiritual Saint can. But, he'l not hear, believe, or re- 
gard his words. 


Verſ. 15. The labour ofthe fooliſh wearieth every. one of them, becauſe 
he knowcth not how to go to the Gity. 


AI the Iabour of the wiſe- Fool,in the reſtor'd righteous life and wiſ- 
dom of man, for Salvation, is term'd 1n Scripture but bodily exerciſe, 
that profiteth little, or but for a little time, in ſuppreſſing the vile af- 
fections of corrupt nature : but,when once knowingly kept up,in wil- 
ful, unchangeable enmity to God, moſt highly diſpleaſing to God 3 
and, not only-unprofitable, but utterly deſtructive to man. After, or 
by all ſuch labours, he] find it impoſſible for him to go, or get into 
the City, New-Jeruſalem. All ſuch will be found thoſe myſtical Dogs, 
Sorcerers, Whoremongers, eMurderers, and 1dolaters, that have loved and 
made, or carried on Satan's lie, from firſt to laſt, againſt God's truth ; 
Rev. 22. 15. So will they be ſhut out of the ſaid City, for ever 3 and 


kave their portion in the lake of fire (Rev.21.8.) among damned Angels 
and Men ; 2The/,2,11,12,Mat.,25.41. Verl. 
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Ver. 16. Wo to thee, 0, Land, when thy King # 4a Child, and thy 


*Princes cat in the morning. 


In letter, a ſore puniſhment to a Nation, is a childiſh Ruler or 
King, unfit for Government, as given up to all ſorts of evil aud miſ- 
government, in his own Perlon, implied by eating in the morning, as 
voluptuous, in gratifying his evil ſenſual appetites or luſts. This is 
Wo to him, and the Land, under his Government. For, inſtead of be- 
ing a praiſe and encouragement to good works and workers, and a terrour 
to evil, as he ought, (Rowe. 13. 3.) he will be found in a direQly con- 
trary practice. But the myſtical and principal ſenſe, here, is this: 
When the myſtical Land, or natural State of Man, #s cleans'd or ſwept 

from filth of fleſh, and Satan rather receiv'd into this cleans'd houſe (Mat. 
12. 43, 45.) then Criſt, asRuler and King, very great will be the Wo 
to the ſaid Land. For then is Man « ſlave to the Prince of darkneſs; to 
do his will, in all things. This ruling Child, or birth of the ſpirit 
of the Devil in Man, will be found cating in the morning, or grati- 
fying his ſinful love, luſt and defire, with Satan's perithing meats, and 
ſo will be eſtabliſh'd with him, in unchangeable enmity to God ; 
which brings him under the unchangeable wrath of God. 


Verſ. 17. Bleſſed art thou, O Land, when thy King is the Sox of No- 
bles, and thy *Princes eat in due ſeaſon, for ſtrength, and not for 
drunkenneſs, 


In Ictter, where Governours are of a noble, meetly "qualified tem- 
per for Rule, in a ſpirit of Juſtice ard Wiſdom, the Land or people 
are happy. The myſtery,or ſpiritual ſenſe,js this. Thoſe that are born of 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, are ofthe Heavenly extraction and Pedigree, Sons 
of Novles ( as begotten by his Goſpel-Viniſters, Apoſtles, or meſ- 
ſengers, in which ſenſe, Paul calls Timothy, his Son, in the Goſpel-life 
of Faith,x Tim. 1. 2.) and indeed, Sons of the great King himſelf, the 
only Potentate, to whom, of right, all Rule belongs. His one Spirit of 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs and true Wildom, fits them to be. ſteddy 
doers of the divine Will, in all things. So under Chriſt's and their 
peaceable, righteous Government, will the whole Land, Earth, or 

LI! 2 Wor'd, 
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World, be bleſſed ;, Tfa.32.1. And the myſtical Land, Spirit, and whole 
perſon of every Saint will be bleſſed, under the Government of this 
Spirit of Chriſt, in himſclf, and themſelves. 


Verſ: 18. By much flothſulneſs the building decayeth 5 and, thro idle- 
neſs of the hands, the houje droppeth thorow. 


Here's a reproof of Man's negligence or floth, under ſpiritual con- 
victions of his intercſt, in having the new-building of him carried on 
a-main; and a diſcovery of the great danger thereof. All favouring, 
or kceping up the old, hinders the new 3 and fo, any happy profict- 
ency, progreſs, or advance towards the Kingdom of God, which the 
new would fit us for. If ſpiritual Light (that convinces Man of his 
great concern, to have the new-building, the heavenly houſe, lite and 
clothing go on ſucceſsfully and cheerily ) be wholly turn'd from,de- 
ſpiſcd, hated and rejected, (with all, thereby ſhew'd, and offerd 
him) then the whole deſign of the new-building is abſolutely fruſtra- 
ted,tho* ſome loſs.as to the old,has bin ſuffer'd and yielded to,and there 
has bin ſome little r192%ing well, in following ſpiritual conviction-light. 
This Apoſtaſy renders all, done or ſuffer'd (in obedience to ſuch light, 
for a ſeaſon) vain, wholly void, and of none effet; Gal.3.4. & 5. 7. 
But, there's a negligence, ſhort of abſolute quitting the defign'd new 
building, which, thoſe, that,at bottom, are true Saints, may be found 
guilty of, ſo as to need a freſh minding them of, and laying in them, 
the foundation or firſt principles, towards ſpiritual knowledge, and the 
new building. Such negligence renders them ſcarce ſo much as ſpiri- 
tual Babes, that otherwiſe might have been ſtrong, grown Men, in the 
Grace and Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fit to teach others ; Heb. 5. 
I1,--14, Total Apoſtaſy from the ſeen, and, as 'twere, begun new- 
building, razes the foundation, and puts Man under an impoflibility 
of ever obediently looking that way,more 3 Heb. 6. 4,--6. And then, 
if the old building in Man's own reſtor'd nature, holy fleſh, be run 
down, and quitted alſo, (as oft it is, by a return to his old ſins in the 
corrupt ſpirit of nature, with the Dog to the vomit ) then does the myſti- 
cal hoyſe of Man's immortal ſpirit drop thorow, and become totally and 
irreparably ruin'd, for ever 3 2 Pet. 2. 20,--22, 


Verl. 
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Verl. 19. A Feaſt is made for laughter, and Wine maketh merry; but 
Money anſwereth all things. 


The reſtored righteous life, riches, fruitfulneſs and food of Man's 
natural fate, is a Feaſt of Joy and Delight, as deliver'd out of the 
diſmal, dark, dead ſtate of fallen nature. But, this cheering,? merry- 
making Feaſt and Wine, is but for a ſeaſon, and will ceaſe. All, in it, 
is periſhing vanity, and the joy in it, therefore, but as the crackling of 
thorns under a pot, a confuſed noiſe, a ſhort blaze, a flaſh of heat and 
light, and away goes all. 

*But now, diftin& from this, Money anſwers all things, This Mo- 
ney 1 the true tried Gold, the durable Riches of Spiritual Life, which 
ſupplies all the needs of Man's immortal ſpirit, all that he can want 
or deſire, for a Feaſt of everlaſting Rejoycing, and true Bleſſednefs. 
Neither his life, food, or clothing, in this ſtate, will ever decay, or 
wax old ; all will be ever new, freſh, green, and flouriſhing. All old 
things are paſt away, and gone. Here's the Money,anſwer's alts 


Verſ. 20. Curſe not the King, no, not in thy thought 5 and curſe not 
the "Rich in thy Bed-chamber : for, a Bird of the Air ſhall carry the 
voice, and that which hath wings ſhall tell the matter. 


Not denying a literal; in the myſtical and chief ſenſe, the King not 
to be curs'd, ſo mmch as in thought, is Chriſt, that knows thoughts, yea, 
the bottom-principles, i»tents, and deepeſt, moſt hidden ſecrets of all 
hearts ; Heb. 4. 12, 13. There's no hiding the meer imaginings of 
Treaſon againſt this King , nor any eſcaping his juſtly revenging 
hand, for it. He is God's decreed and declar'd univerſal Monarch of the 
World ; Pal. 2. 6,--9. A curſing this ſpiritual King, in thought, is the 
univerſal practice, all mankind 1s found guilty of, in their natural 
ſpirit of enmity to him, corrupt or righteous, ſince the fall of Adaze. 
*Paul, when eminent in the reſtor'd righteous life of nature, was at 
it, in ouvert adts of Treaſon and Rebellion, againſt this King and his 
true obedient Subjeds, Goſpel-Saints. He breath'd out threatnings 
and ſlaughter mi them ; Act.g. 1. In them, he perſecuted this-great 


univerſal Kirg 3 ver. 4. Under plauſible ſhews 1n hely fieſo, form o 
8 Godlineſs, 
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Gedlineſs, Righteouſneſs of Mar, ( good words and fair ſpeeches, ag if 
Friends, 1 overs, Owners, Profeſſors, and moſt dutiful obedient Sub- 
jects of this King ) does ſuch enmity, and thence, cur/ing of this [piri- 
tual Kiyg, lark and cover it ſelf, All obſtinate perfilters hercin, will 
this King force, at laſt, to {ce themſelves, to have bin, all along, de- 
ſpiſers, haters, and oppoſers of him, and all his ſpiritual Counfels and 
Saints. This King is alſo the myſtical rich one ( whoſe unchangeable 
divine and creature-riches, Paul preacked, Eph. 3. 8. ) that's not to be 
cnrs'd in thy Bed-chamber,in the inmoſt thought of thy heart,hid un- 
der ſelF-tlattering pretences of greateſt love to his perſon, words, and 
ways, His infinite divine, and al-penctrating ſpiritual creature-un- 
derſtanding diſcovers all. And, he has, under him, inviſible 
Watchers o0cr,ond Obſervers of all the ways and aftions of Men, the 
holy Angels, call'd here, Birds of the Air, who are able to carry a true 
report of the voice, or of all Men's words and demeanour, towards 
this unſcearchably rich and glorious King. And, that which hath 
Wings, ſhall tell the matter. The good Angels, from the ſpiritualty of 
their nature, ſwift motion, and penctrating ſight ( by which, emi- 
nently fitted for Chriſt's fervice ) are, in Scripture, charadtfrcd as 
having Wings, and being full of ezes, within, before ard bekind, Ezck.1o. 
12, Rev. 4:6,8. They are, hence, call'd Fowls of Heawen, and Bird of 
the Air, as fitted to live and moxe in a heavenly region, above this 
humane, earthly, mortal World. As Friends and Servantsto Chriſt 
and his Saints, they communicate their ſpiritual Viſrons or ſights of 
Chriſt, to them 3, and their ſpiritual] obedience, to him, however 
clouded and blended with the weakneſs and ſinfulneſs of their natural 
Man, 1n the whole courſe, way, thought, arid action thereof. They 
alſo find out and report the hidden cnmity, and cxrſerg thought of im- 
placable enemics, under whatever beautiful diſguiſes of pretended 
friend{hip to this rich divine and ſpiritual Kirg : and accordingly, 
tell the whole matter, Theſe holy angclical Watchers and Obſervers of 
Men,will,at laſt,cut down the great Tree of all evil worldly Mozarchy,and 
ſo make way for the aftive Reign of Chirſt, over all z Dan.4.13,17. 
This, Ly pouring forth the vials of 'Vrath on all the invilible and viſible 
powers of this \World,cvil Angels and Men ; Rev.16. And even then, 
will they leave the ſlzzzp of the Roots thereof in the Earth, for Satan 
and his tix'd carthy party of Rebellious Angels and Men(after Chriſt's 
Sabbatical 


Sabbatical day or thouſand years-Reign, upon Earth,when ſeven times, 
even the full ſeaſon of the old Serpent's confinement in the bottomleſs pit, 
1s over) to appear and make a new ſhew of daring oppoſition, as 
their laſt attempt, in laying Srege to the New-FJernſalem City, to fight a- 
gainſt Chriſt and his Followers, in the very Reſurrection. What will 
becom of Satan and his whole party of innumerable evil Angels and 
Men, on this laſt (rather ſhew, then) fight, we find 5 Rev. 20. 9. 
Fire, from God, out of Heaven, devour's then, 


CHAP. XI. V. 1. 
Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters : for thou ſhalt find it, after many days. 


HE an Admonition to the univerſal practice of Charity,in doing 
good to all, ( but ſpecially to the houſhold of Faith, Gal. 6. 10.) As 
having a compaſſionate fellow-feeling with our fellow-Creatures and 
Brethren, in the ſame nature, by a free-hearted diſiribution of this 
World's goods. As contriving opportunities for the practice of this 
duty, has God given ſome,aſuper-abounding over-flow of ſuch things, 
while others are deſtitute of the vety neceſlaries of Life. To a faith- 
ful anſwering his defign and our duty, herein, a Blefling is promiſed. 
He that hath pity on the Poor, lendeth to the Lord 5 and, that which he 
gives, will he repay; Prov. 19. 17. Sce alſo the contrary, threat'ned ; 
*Prov. 21. 13. Whoſo ſtoppeth his Ears at the cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall 
cry himſelf, and not be keard, As tor the peculiar charity to the houſhold 
of Faith, Chriſt's little ones, as his ſpiritual Diſciples, this will not miſs of 
the great reward ; Mat. 10. 42. & 25. 34,—40. But, we ſhould ex- 
tend our charity, alſo, to all; which, though it ſeem but as 4 caſting 
our Bread upon the Waters, twill through God's promiſed Bleſling, be 
found, again; Deut. 15. 10. 


Verſ. 2. Give a portion to ſeven, and alſo to eight 5 for, thou knoweſt 
not what evil ſhall be upon the Earth, 


The praftice of the ſaid duty towards others, is oft made a ſeeds- 
time to ones-ſclf,in ſuch an u»fore-kzzown time of evil,wherein we may 
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be reduc'd to the like want, Ct and it ſhall be given you. The ſame 
meaſure ye mete with, ſhall it be meaſur'd to you again; Luk. 6. 38. Such 
retaliation,in diſtreſs,will be comfortable,when the ſaid duty has bin 
well perform'd, in proſperity. So much, of the literal ſence of theſe 
two Verſes. In the ſpiritual or myſtical, what's caſting Bread upon the 
Waters 2 Obedience to the Croſs, the {ſpiritual Law whereof calls 
for myſtical charity, even the free giving up of all the Life, Riches 
and fading Glory, Wiſdom and Strength of our own Spirit, ſo as to 
become poor and dead wth Chriſt, there, in order to live and reign with 
kin,in that life, he has rais'd our Nature into. Here's the recompence 
of ſuch Love, Obedience, and Conformity to Chriſt z a quit- 
ting our periſhing life, meats and riches, for his never-periſhing. 
Chriſt himſelf was made poor 1 our Nature, as to the mortal, fir{t- 
Creation Lite and State thereof, that, thro' his exemplary poverty he 
might make many (all followers of his ſutfering ſteps) rich i God, or in 
the everlaſting rightcous life of the ſecond ; 2Cor.83.9. The kindly ſuffer- 
ing of the natural, is the myſtical ſeeds-time, that will bring in a bleſſed 
harveſt to the ſpiritual Man, thro' an abounding fruitfulneſs in a 
newneſs of lifes Pal. 126. 5,6. Gal. 6. 7, 8. He that ſow's to the fleſh; 
builds his Faith,hope, and expectation, for Blefſedneſs, on the corrup- 
tible life and fruntulneſs of his but reſtor'd earthy natural ſtate, will 
reap corruption, and eternal death. He that ſows to the Spirit, ſhall of the 
Spirit, reap Life everlaſting. All, in ſpiritual life, principle and fruits, 
the myſtical Births and Children therein, have Holineſs to the Lord, 
written in all their fore-heads. The ſpirit of bondage, and her Sons, (all 
Fruits,Births or Works, producible or performable in the moſt reſtor'd 
righteous natural ſtate or life of the Law ) have, all of them, vanity 
and vexation to the Worker; enmity and rebellion againſt the Lofd, 
writ out upon them. All the Children there, then, are Children of 
death, Except the corruptible ſeed of God's left-hand planting, by a 

firſt-creation, die i ws, (1 Cor. 15. 36, —38, 1 Pet. 1. 23, —25.) 

as obedient to the huſbandry and plough of Chriſt's ſpiritual Croſs z 

the incorruptible ſeed of an everlaſting righteouslite,of God's right-hand 

planting in us, has no room or way made, for a ſpringing up into its 

own life, ativity, and fruitfulneſs, under the powerful, quickning in- 

fAuence of the ſame Spirit of Chriſt, that deſtroys all our earthly life 

and fruit, the myſtical fleſhly tree of good and evil, root and branch, 

tree 
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tree and fruit. This (; FIAD Z. Charity, is the Saint to ſhew to 
Chriſt (as the full and right payment of all myſtical tithes and offerings 
tothe true Melchiſedec or high-Prieſt of God ) in a univerſal ſur- 
render of all changeable good things in his nature, for all unchange- 
able good things in his Spirit of Grace ; as rais'd out of the death of 
hisſlain,facrific'd Nature,into the life of the very Prieſt that ſlay's him. 
But, why ſhould he be thus charitable and obedient to Chriſt > *Be- 
cauſe he know's not what evil may be, or come upon the earth ( even on 
all that rebelliouſly remain in their earthly life) under final Wrath, 
in everlaſting poverty, want and nakedneſs, as to any goodneſs, 
changeable or unchangeable. A being willingiy made poor there, in- 
titles to the true durable Riches, and ſecures from all want, for ever- 
more, in eternal life, | 


Verſ. 3. If the Clouds be full of Rain, they empty themſelves upon the 
Earth : and, if the Tree-fall towards the South, or toward the North ; 
in the place where the Tree falleth, there it ſþall be. 


Man's natural (ſpirit, how everfilld with the fading life, riches, fruits, 
and produdts thereof, at beſt, muſt be emptied of, and loſe all again, 
or never receives an everlaſting life, with the never-periſhing meats, 
fruits, riches, and clothing thereof 5 Mat. 16. 25. North and South, 
here, may ſignific the firſt and ſecond, or old and new-creation ſtate. 
Man, in the firſt, corrupt or righteous, fall's toward the North, into a 
cold, barren, deſolate, ſtarveling condition, for ever : In the ſecond, 
toward the South ; has everlaſting warmth and bleſledneſs, under the 
joynt ſhinings forth - of the Divine and Creature-Sun of intinite and 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs. As the Tree fais,or Man dies, (in a lix'd en- 
mity to God; as eſtabliſh d in- his own lite, corrupt or righteous 3 or 
in a ſpiritual life of everlaſting union with (and obedience) to God) 
there he ſhall be  1n Hell, or Heaven. Cold comfort in the former 3 
none at all, under the ſcorching flames of unquenchable Wrath,which 
will be found to make up to incorrigibly wicked Angels and 
Men, a ſtate of cternal darkneſs and death. 


Mmm Verſ.4. 
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Verſ. 4. He that obſerveth the Wind, ſhall not ſowe 5, and, he that re- 
gardeth the Clouds, ſhall not reap. 


The ſlothful Man, that looks upon Winds and Clouds, that are 
nothing but uncertainty it-ſelf, in their motions, omit's the diligent 
huſbanding his Ground, and will not ſo ſow, as #0 reap any true profit 
or advantage to himſelf. In the myſtical ſenſe 3 he that negle's 
Chriſt's voice and convincing diſcoveries ( not ſubmitting to the ſpi- 
ritual huſbandry of his Croſs, on his earthy, natural itate, to make 
way for the ſpringing up of a ſpiritual Seed) and liſten's to the ſtrax- 
ger's voice,the uncertain words or reaſonings of Nature, in himſelf or 
others (fignified, here, by Winds and Clouds) for ſparing that life,the 
true Shepherd call's for the ſurrender of, by death, in Sacrifice; he, 
and all that ſo do, will find no harveſt of true joy and comfort, to 
be reap'd by them, at laſt. 


Verſ. 5. As thou knoweſt not what is the way of the Spirit, nor how 
the bones do grow in the Womb of her that is with Child : even ſo, 
thou knoweſt not the works of God, who maketh all. 


In explaining his former words, Solomop here uſes the hidden ways 
of God, in forming the fleſhly body of Man, and uniting his im- 
mortal Spirit with it, in the Womb. Theſe common things, in the 
firſt creation, (over-ſetting Man's underſtanding, as to the diſcerning, 
or giving any certain account of) are but typical to the yet far more 
wok bd and hidden things of Chriſt's new-creation-workmanſhip, 
in Saints. Noe know, by the utmoſt improvement and skill of their 
own underſtanding, how the Body, is form'd in the Womb of the literal 
Mother, or how the Spirit ( that had its radical creation and ex- 
iſtence, from the beginning, in the myſtical Womb of the Parent of 
Spirits) comes, in its appointed time, to be united with its Body, in 
the Womb. And,how much ſhorter muſt Men come, of diſcernin 
the yet more undiſcernable,myſterious works of God (who mak 
all things, in both Creations or Worlds, Heb.1.2.) as forming and ſet- 
ting up bis Spiritual, Heavenly, Eternal things, in Man, by his new- 
creation-workmanſhip ? The cticts of the literal Wind are ſcen,zho' 
z0t 
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not known whence it comes, or whither it goes 5 ſo are the effe@®s of the 


new-creating Spirit of Chriſt, in, and npon all, born of it ; Joh.3.8. As an 
irceſiſtible 1/hirlwind,it tear's down the earthly building ; and blow's 
ap by the roots,the fleſhly tree of a periſhing life, in Saints; andthen, 
by the ſecond, new-building-operation of it, does it make them ew 

eels, fill them with zew-Wize, even its own Spiritual, Kingdom-Life 
of everlaſting Righteouſheſs, thro' which, they become meet habitati- 
ons of God ;, Ephefſ. 2. 22. Now, if Man be ignorant of his natural 
make, or how the diſtin parts of his being are brought together, 
intoa perſonal union in him, by a firſt-creation 3 much more, is he, 
of the abundantly more myſterious way and things of his new-crea- 


tion birth. 


Verſ. 6. In the morning ſowe thy Seed, end in the evening withhold 
not thine hand : for, thou knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper, either 
this or that, or whether they both ſhall be a like good. 


Here's a confirmation of the faid ſpiritual Truth. In the morning 
(or, under Chriſt's firſt and earlieſt ſpiritual Conviftions, and Reve- 
lations or Diſcoveries of himſelf to thee, in his ſpiritual Life) ſow thy 
Seed ; or, readily uſe all diligence to make way for Chriſt's ſpeedy 
influencing and quickning up his own 1zcorruptible Seed of Spiritual 
Life in thee. Let not thy earthy, natural, carnal mind, be hard'ned 
againſt Chriſt, but break, and kindly melt away under him; that 
what hinders, being removed, his ſpiritual Seed may ſpring up, in 
thee. This, done by us, is call'd our ſowing that ſpiritual Seed, as 
the works wrought in the quickned up life thereof, are called or 
works in God, and God's in us, (I/a. 26. 12. Joh. 3. 31.) works o 
Grace, m the ſecond-Covenant lite ; not of Nature, in the firſt. ind 
in the evering, withhold not thine band, or natural ſpirit, from ſacrifice. 
For, this is it, hinders the ſpiritual Sced from ſpringing up, towards 
an hopeful Harveſt. And fo, will the evening ſtate of darkneſs and 
death to Nature, be turn'd into an everlaſting morning-light and 
life, in the ſpri of Grace. For, thou knoweſt not, &c.. Man's receiv- 
ing ſpiritual Light, by which, Chriſt, in his ſpiritual life, is ſhew'd and 
offer'd him, is call'd 2 beginning in the Spirit, a partaking of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and taſting of the good (living) Word of God; Gal. 3. 3. Heb, 

Mmm 2 4, 5, 
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4, 5. Then is he upon his F for + JP Lite or Death, as obedi- 
ent or diſobedient to the faid ſpiritual Light. And accordingly, will 
he be evil or good, barren or fruitful to God. Delivering up the 
natural ſpirit, to death, is the only way to its becoming fruitful to 
God,in a newneſs of life ; Rom.6.4. 8 7. 4. So, as raisd into the life of 
the ſpiritual Man, do both the natural and ſpiritual become 4 like good, 
in a life of cvcrlaſting Rightcouſnels. While Man 1s doubtful, under 
the darkning, demoliſhing death-work of the Spirit or Croſs of 
Chriſt, on his Nature, what will be the iſſue, (as Fob tor ſome time, 
was) whethereverlaſting blefſedneſs or miſery 3 the Light or Voice 
of the Spirit, liſten'd ro, will inform, that both will proſper, and be a like 
good, both naturaland ſpiritual Man, thro' the death and refurre&ion 
of the former into the quicken'd up life of the latter. So,there will be 
a joynt birth of life, ſpringing up 1n the whole perſon of the Saint, 
from the quickned ſpiritual Seed, and both crucified and quicken'd 
earthly. But, ſpiritual Light reſiſted, and life rejected, Man's earthly 
ſtate, however righteous, becomes that cxrſed myſtical Earth, whoſe 
end is to be burn'd ; Heb. 6.7,8. | 


Verſ: 7. Truly, the Light is ſweet ; and, a pleaſant thing it is, for the 
eyes to behold the Sun. 


The light of the literal Sun, is pleaſant to the bodily eye : But the days 
of darkneſs will be many, after Man is cut off, by the death of the bo- 
dy, from ſuch ſight and pleaſure. The certain foreſight of this,can't 
but much allay his preſent delight. In myſtery,Chriſt is the Sun,or ori- 
ginal of all firſt-creation intellectual light and life. By his ſhining in- 
to Man, does he render him wiſe, ſtrong, and honourable in his own re- 
ſtor'd nature. So becomes Man joyful and fruitful therein. Yet, all 
this light, life, and joy therein, will paſs away, alſo ; as well as that 
of the bodily ſtate. And, the ſucceeding days of darkneſs will be many, 
even toall eternity, as to thoſe that never ſubmit to the way of com- 
img to experience Chriſt, in an higher and better light and life,ſhew'd 
and offer'd them. The croſs of Chriſt, in love or wrath, ſeizes and 
takes away all fading firſt-creation light or goodneſs, from every An- 
gel and Man, good or bad. This Solomon farther declares, 


Verſ: 
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Ver. 8. But.if a Men live many years, and rejoyce in them all; yet let 
him remember the days of darkneſs ; for, they ſhall. beqtany, All that: 


cometh, is vanity. 


Let a Man live never ſo long in the light and joy of a firſt-Cove- 
nant ſtate, under the myſtical firſt-creation Sun, or firſt-Covenant _ 
ſpirit and communications from Chriſt, or ſhinings torth upon his Ta- 
bernacle,there 5 (Job 29. 2,-4-) he neſt conſider and remember, that all 
this will be gone, and everlaſting darkreſs ſucceed, if Chriſt be not re- 
ceiv'd in that ſpiritual life, which will ſcituate him under his beam- 
ings forth, - as a Divine and fpiritual new-creation Sun of infinite, 
eternal and everlaſting Righteouſneſs, Light, Brightneſs, and Glory. 


Verſ. 9. Rejozce, O young Man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and 
in the (ight of thine eyes : but, know thou, that for all theſe things, 
God will bring thee into judgment. 


Solomon, here, farther confirms his needful Caution, for duly remem- 
bring the many days of darknefs, that will ſucceed in the room of all fa- 
ding firſt-creation light, literal or myſtical 3 and all delight, or re- 
joycing therein : Know, that for all this, God will bring thee into judg- 
ment. This word is directed to two ſorts of People z ſuch as live 
wholly in the corrupt ſpirit of nature, gratifying only their bodily 
life, luſt, eye, and other ſenſes, with the viſible objefts and comforts 
of this world, repreſented by the light of the literal Sun. After the 
largeſt experience hereof, he bids thexr, at.their peril, go on; but, be ſure, 
God will bring them into judgment, for all ſuch things. And, his judg- 
ment on them, will bring #hoſe days of darkneſs upon them, which will 
be many, even eternal darkneſs and death. But, the young man, here, 
chiefly meant, is Man, in the youthful flouriſh of his own reſtor'd 
nature, and fruitful exerciſe of it,in a firſt-Covenant life. If he refuſe 
to part with all this, under the Croſs, to live and walk with God (un- 
der the yet more excellent new-creation Spirit of Chriſt, or myſtical 
Sun of everlaſting Righteouſneſs) eternal darkneſs and death will come 
upon him, alſo, in concluſion, as well as on the other. When ſuch pro- 


woke. 
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woke God, to give them up to their own ſelf-choſen way (ſo that he'] 
no longer deal with them, in Mercy, or wait fo be gracious to there ; 
but ſwear in Wrath; they ſhall never enter into his reſt ) they have nothing 
certain, to expe, but fiery indignation, for ever, (Heb. 10.26,27) which 
will turn all their light, life, and comforts, into unchangeable dark- 

neſs and death. ; 
Verſ. 10. Therefore remove Sorrow ( Heb. anger ) on thy heart, 
and put away evil from thy fleſh; for Child-hood and Touth are 


vanity. 


To prevent the ſaid fad Judgment, Solomon adviſes Man, to remove 
Sorrow or Anger from his heart,ander, and againſt the death-work of 
the Croſs, upon nature. Be not offended or griev'd at this diſpenſation 
of God, which is the only way,in the methods of his Wiſdom, for Sal- 
vation. Put away ſuch Sorrow or Anger, and be quietly, yea, gladly, 
with Paul (Gal.16.14.)obedient thereto,as the only way to everlaſtin 
Joy. Joh.16.21,22. The pangs of Death to the natural Spirit, figur' 

the Woman in travel, will vaniſh, on the birth f the ſpiritual - 
child in it, and its quickning up into the new life of the faid Child, 
the true manly new-Creation lite of Chriſt and God. Our natural 
man,under the Croſs, ought - put -— $, —ptr ps not reckon- 
ing its preſent ſufferings fit to be compar'd with the joy of ſpiritual life, ſet. 
before a ar Lund» of Glo , that is to follow. Thick fa 
Chriſt himſelf, and Pal reckon 5 Heb.12.2. Rom.8.18. 2 Cor. 4. 17, 
All ſtruggling, Sorrow, and Anger, under the Croſs, makes it more 
uneaſie. Obediently ſubmit to Chriſt, herein, and his Toke will be 
found eaſre 5 and Burthen, light. Mat. 11. 28,—30. Thoſe that learn 
of hin, will be meek, lowly, and quietly ſubmit to his Croſs, and Fa- 
ther's Will and Command, therein, as he did. 'Tis the rebelhous 
fleſhly mind, that's troubled, cries out, and # angry and offended at 
this diſpenſation, as unwilling to ſubmit to this ſpiritual Law of the 
Croſs ; is ready to fay to Chriſt, for this ſpiritual, as Zipporah to Moſes 
for the literal circumciſion, 4 bloody Husband art thou unto me, Exod. 
4.25,26. t. For, Childhood and Youth are vanity. All the time of 
Man's non-age, in firſt-Creation life, at beſt, the mind is carnal or 
fleſbly, which is enmity to God ( Rome. 8. 7.) as found 7 a contrari- 
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ety to the ſpiritual Law and mind of Chriſt, Hence, man's whoſe 


work, deſire, thought, deſign, and counſels therein, are nothing but 
folly and vanity. In the but reſtor'd firit-Covenant righteous lite of 
the Law, and utmoſt youthful Vigour, ARtivity, Flouriſh, and Fruit- 
fulneſs thereof, is ever the true Saint, but as a Servant, 1n Child-hood, 
_— and minority, ignorant of =y ſuch life he has the incor- 
ruptible ſeed of in hn, wherein to be Heir of alf 3 Gal.4.1. All, Fob, 
Paul, or any Saint has had, but in that reſtor'd Spirit of bondage or of 
the Law, has bin found Varity ; and they themſelves, at beſt, therein, 
altogether vanity ;Pſal.39. 5. Such Childhood and Youth are vanity it ſelf; 
has nothing but vanity in it. Its Life, Works, Fruits, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, are nothing but vaniſhing ſhadows of the Creature- 
life, Wiſdom, Righteouſnels, and things of God. 


CHAP. XILV.1. 


Remember now thy Creatour in the days of thy Youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, T have 
20 pleaſure in then. 


Ere's a farther reaſon, for Man's remembring his Creatour, in 
the youthful ſeaſon of his bodily life ; and, as figurd by that, 
the youthful vigor and flouriſh of his Spirit, in the reſtor'd righteous 
firſt-Covenant life thereof Chriſt is a twofold Creatour of bleſſed 
Angels and Saints, by a firſt and ſecond-Creation-workmanſhip, upon 
them ; of all other Men, Angels, and things, a fingle Creatour, by a 
firſt-Creation-workmanſhip, only : The former, Eph. 2. 10. Col. 1.18. 
the latter 3 16. As firſt-born of every Creature ( ver.15.) fountain of 
all creature-being and life, did he comprehend the immortal Spirits 
of all Angels and Men, as radically exiſting in him, (v.17.) whichare 
fent forth by him into a perſonal ſubſiſting,at their appointed ſeaſons. 
He that created all things, is God ; God the Mediator, in his conjunc- 
tive divine and creature-nature 5 Foh. 1. 1, 3. Heb. 1. 2. & 3. 4. His 
creature-ſpirit is the fountain of all other creature-beingy, and the im- 
mediate hand, by which, brought forth in their diſtin& ſubſiſtencies 
and viſibilities. In all, does he fulfil the will of the infinite Divinity, 


who 
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who ſaid,Let there be this, PS. tother,and accordingly were all things 
created, viſible and inviſible, anſwering the exiſting beings, given them 
in the Womb of the Mediator's vaſt original creature-being. And, 
as Angels and Men have their natural beings, fo, that natural firſt-co- 
venant light and life, from Chriſt, which fits them for the right ex- 
ercile of their beings. As perfeC& natural beings, with a perfect natu- 
ral life, breath'd into, and ſet up in their gpirits, were they the 
produdt of Chriſt's firſt-creation-workmanihip, upon them. They 
receiv d their Beings, Light,and Lifte,from him. Saints,over and above 
all this, receive from him, a ſpiritual, everlaſting righteous life, and 
are made ſpiritual Veſſels, or fitted receptions thereof, by his ſecond 
or new-Creation-workmanſhip. The fountain of this being and life, 
is alſo in himſelf, as head of the Church; Col.1.18, The incorruptible ſeed 
(1 Pet.1.23.) of this new life, was caſt into their Spirits, from the date 
of their radical exiſting in the invilible creature-womb of himſelf, the 
parent of Spirits, in purſuance of the tree thought and purpoſe of the 
divine mind. The actual quickning up this Seed,or giving them eter- 
z.al Life, is, what Chriſt purchas'd for them, (by the obedient death 
and ſacrifice of his own atlumed perfect, ſpotleſs, but changeable firſt- 
creation ſtate) and is the builder of them up, 1n. So, 2 all things, 
hath ke an everlaſting pre-eminence, over them. 

In reference to both theſe Creations, or Worlds, firſt and ſecond, 
natural and ſpiritual ( Heb. 1. 2.) Solomon ſays, remember Chriſt, as 
both thy natural and ſpiritual Creatour, bringing thee forth, according 
to the methods of God's Wiſdom, firſt,zn a natural ftate,by a firſt-cre- 
ation. ard afterwards, in a ſpiritnal, by a ſecond 5 .1Cor.15:46.. This 
twofold Creation, David ackrowledg'd, too wonderful and overſetting 
to his underſtanding, as to the taking any right meaſures thereof, or 
putting any meet value, upon. Wher he conſoler'd the thoughts of God, 
in reference to. the ſingle firſ{t-creation of all 3 and then, histwofold- 
creation of Sajnts; he concludes the: ſur of them to be too great,to take or 
give a diſtin( and full account of. They are moe in number then the ſand ; 
Pl. 139.14,—18. Mar's due remembring his Creatour, that has done 
ſuch wonderful things for him,. imports an obedientſubmitting to his 
diſpenſations, for the accompliſhing his deſigns, and +rendring him 
truly blefjed; .1n a ſtate of unchangeable union with him, and: wel- 
pleaſing obedience to him, Since the fall, has Chriſt, as _”" 

al 
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laid a yet farther and greater Weight of obligation upon Men, to re- 
member him, as their Creatour, ja as to yield a ready, univerſal o- 
bedience to his ſpiritual Law, which always was the undiſpenſable du- 
ty of Angel and Man, before the fall, as well as ſince. © By that Law, 
is the life of Nature,) at beſt, or in whatever condition, to'\be given 
up in ſacrifice to God, by his prieſtly hand, that has, from all the ſaid 
Tights and obligations, a title thereunto. . Since our fall, we receive 
our loſt righteous natural Life or State, afreſh, by his Redemption- 
Work, as a firſt benefit of his death. So are we bound to uſe our 
whole beings, bodies and ſpirits, in ſuch reſtor'd Life, and then death 
and loſs of it for a better, in obedience to his command, and conformity 
to his example. We muſt not live in, or do our own will, but his (that 
died for #s ) by the death of ours; 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15, 
Chriſt, now, jsto be remembred as Redeemer, as well as Creatours '2 Timi 
2.3, By thedeath of nature in himſelf, he has purchas'd the loſt righte- 
ous life of it, for us. Hereby are we a-new = on the trial, for obe- 
dient ſurrender thereof, for his ſpiritual, ReſurreGion-life, as the full 
benefit, and principal deſign of his death. Mar, ther, is ſo to remens- 
ber. his Creatour and Redeemer, as to make the right. uſe of his reſtor'd 
natural State, by yeilding up his old, for Chriſt's newneſs of Life. This 
is the only way of putting away all evil from: his  fleſb, or:rooting out 
all enmity-to God's Spirit, that's now inſeparable from the life of 
nature, at beſt. 

, t. Is/hile the evil day's come not, &c, That is, before God, in Wrath, 
blaſt the moſt fruitful, youthful, vigorous, joyful ſtate of thy natural 
ſpirit, bringing myſtical decays, gray hairs, and old age-upon it, oa 
to make thee find or take, no longer, any pleaſure therein, All the beauty - 
and deſirableneſs thereof, ſhall fade away, and be conſumed ;, as all the 
goodlineſs or deſirablenefs of the body, in the literal grave. See both, 
as one is the figure of the other; P/al. 49. 14, And, thenalfo, as fix'd 
in enmity, will men find themſelves not only ſtripd and depriv'd of 
all good or comfort, but under the poſitive inflictions of unchange= 
able wrath. Of this moſt ſad condition, and God's moſt righteot's 
proceedings towards them therein, have we a-$ull account inthe fols 


lowingawords, 
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Verſ. 2. While the Sun, or the Light, or the Moon, or the Stars be na: 
darkned, nor the Clouds return after the Rain : 

Ver. 3. bn the day. when the Keepers of the Houſe ſhall tremble, and 
the ſtrong Mem ſhall bow themſelves, and.the Grinders ceaſe, becauſe 
they are few ;, and thoſe that look ont. of the windows, be darkned : 

Ver. 4. And the Doors ſhall be ſhut in the Streets; when the ſound of 
the grinding is low ;, and he ſhall riſe up at the voice of the Bird, 
and all the Danghters of eMuſick, ſhall be brought low. 


Theſe expreffions do repreſent the weak, decay'd ſtate of Man, in - 
o1d age,which brings ſorrow and darkneſs upon him,and.at length, a 
period to his bodily life, and all ſenſual delights. And, this 5 ra- 
tively: points at the like myſtical decay,gray hairs, old age, and death, 
brought;as God's diſpleaſure, on the moſt righteous, fruittul life of 
Man's ſpirit, urder the Croſs. But, all theſe marks of God's difplea- 
fare, on our natural body and ſpirit, as found. in enmity to- him, are 
the effects of his everlaſting kindneſs to obedient Saints, as-the very. 
means and way of tranſlating them into his everlaſting righteous, ſpt- 
xitual creature-life. For a. ſeaſon, Saints rejoyce in their enlighten'd- 
nature, Law-ſervants, finding delight in the literaland myſtical Sur, 
Moon, and Stars of this World:But,they are made obedient to God's 
diſpenſation of turning the light of this myſtical Sur, Moon, and Stars,as 
yell as literal, into darkxeſs, to their (pirits, as well as bodies, in both: 
which, there's a time appointed for all Men once to die, Hebig.27, The 
myſtical death of the ſpirit, and all decays, of a- tendency thereunto, 
does Solomon figure out, here, by the decays of the body, in the de- 
clining age thereof: The keepers of the Houſe that will tremble, and the 
ſirong Men, that ſhall. bow themſelves, outward limbs and parts of the 

y, figure out the inward. Senſes and intellectual Powers of the 
natural ſpirit, as operating by the Organs of the Body.Fhe decays of 
bodily life, in all. the parts and powers thereof, are felt and experi- 
enc'd alſo by the inward faculties and powers of the Spirit, that are 
exercis'd by them, Hence, old Men grow. weak, feeble, and im- 
perfect in the operations thereof; and ſo, are brought back again, 
into the condition of Children. Inward and: outward Powers and: 
Senſes of body and ſpirit,  jremble and bow themſelves, in the Roy 
| ang 
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and myſtical old-age of both. The Grinders will ceaſe ; and, thoſe that 

look out of the Windows, be darknd. The outward and inward ſenſes 

and inſtruments (by which, man has taken in the ſupplies of Light 

and Comfort, from the ſutable objects of both, in the viſible and in- 

vible parts of this World ) will fail, and become altogether unfit for 

ſuch uſe and ſervice. Ther the Doors ſhall be ſhut in the Streets, &c. 

ver.4. And all the Daughters of Muſick. ſhall be brought low. All the joy 

and delight of Man's youthful flouriſh in mind and body, ſhall be 

turn'd into a painful, reſtleſs, comfortleſs, weariſom condition 3 all 

former pleaſures and delights, into labour and ſorrow ; Pal. go. 10. 
Man's moſt concerning duty then, is, to liſten to God's way, for the 

receiving his freſh Ozl, or holy Anointing, that will give an everlaſting 

ewneſs of Life, Vigour, Strength, and Beauty, to his whole perſon, 
wherein to feed upon never-periſhing Meats, the delights of the Sons of 

God. If the rain of ſpiritual convictions, and beamings-forth of ſpirt- 

tual Light, be diſobediently rejected and turn'd from ; after them, 
will the clouds of God's final Wrath come upon Men, from the ſame hand 

or ſpirit of Chriſt, that cauſed the Rain thereof to fall, and the Sun to 

ſhine upon them, while it was, to day, with them 5 Mat. 5. 45.Heb.3. 15. 


Verſ. 5. Alſo, when they ſhall be afraid of that which is high, and 
fears ſhall be in the way, and the Almond-tree ſhall flouriſh, and the 
Graſhopper ſhall be a burthen, and deſire ſhall fail : becauſe Man go+ 
eth to his long home,and the Mourners go about the Streets. 


Here's an account of the deplorable condition of the incorrigibly 
wicked,under the Crofs,in final wrath. They ſball be afrid of that which 
3s high,that is, of Chriſt, the high and Almighty King, coming forth in 
the ns, ary, and irreſiſtible power of his Divine and Spirt= 
tual creature-lite,to deſtroy all Rebels againſt his Kingly Goſpcl-Spi- 
rit. 1» ſfach bis appearance, will he be everlaſting deſtracion to foes, and 
Salvation to friends; 2 Thell. 1.7,—10. This high Lord, the mare 
Chriſt Jeſus, will manifeſt _— n the infinite Majcſty of his Divini- 
ty, and ſammon all Men and Avgels before him, to receive, anſwerable 
to the things dine by them, 1n obedience to, or rebellion agaiiſt his 
Goſpel-ſpirit, and divine Will, in the Body, or carthly'State, in their 
day, on earth. What a'maze and conſternation, encmics will be 
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then found in, ſee, Rev.6.15,—17. Self-exalting Men, with the my- 
ſtical Rocks and Mountains, they'l have recourſe to (the ſfupream evil 
Powers of this World, the Devil and his Angels) muſt both and all, 
proud anche; * 9. 13.) And helped, fioop, bow, and 1nevitably mp un- 
der the great Wrath of this univerſal Monarch. Then will they be fill d 
with fears, w ther ſelf-choſen way, as undeniably diſcover in the 
evil thereof, And then, the Alw:ond-tree ſhall flouriſh, and the Graſ- 
hopper be a burtken. The ſtate they have choſen, in enmity to God, 
ſhall be their curſe and puniſhment, in the moſt flouriſhing life there- 
of, repreſented by the fruitful Almond-tree, and that Graſhopper which. 
ſhall be a burtker,, as a ſign and remembrancer of the warm Summer 
or flouriſhing ſeaſon, they once enjoy'd 1n the ſaid natural State. All 
this will encreaſe their bxrther, becauſe they'l find all the goodlineſs 
thereof, faded away; and, all their de{zre towards, or delight in it, 
failing, and ceaſing, becauſe it can afford, no longer, any comfort or 
ſatisfaction to them. All objects of defire and delight to the natural 
life of body or ſpirit, ſhall, by the wrath and curſe of God, ceaſe ard 
fail them, for ever 5 Rev. 18. 14. And then, as their ſorrowful com« 
plaint, ſball they go to their long home, and the Monrners go about the. 
Streets, To their eternal home, the Tophet, Place,or State of ever- 
Jaſting torment, under wrath, muſt they go, where to go mourning 
and weeping, for ever, about the ſtreets of that accurſed Babyloniſh City, 
made up. of innumerable Angels and Men, unchangeably ſet to do and 
be evil, 1n their earthly life of nature, as fix'd in unchangeable enmity 


to God and his heavenly Spirit of Grace. 


Verſ. 6. Or ever the ſilver. {ord be looſed, or the golden Bowl be broker, 
. or the Pitcher be broken at the Fountain,or the Wheel broken at the 
Ciſtern. 


In theſe dark, myſtical Words, the ſaid Truth is farther ſignified. 
The four obſcure literal expreſfions, here, may fitly ſignify the dread- 
ful Judgments of God, on every part of Man's immortal being, ( fi- 
gur'd by the diſſolved parts and powers of bodily life) when once 
their Trial, and his Patience towards them, are come to. a period. 
Chriſt's convincing diſcoverics of himſelf, by ſpiritual Light, in the 
C1inc and crcature-Beautics,Riches,Glorics,and Fulneſles of lus ble(s 


ſed 
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ſed Perſon, were as ſilver Cords of © by which, they ſhould have 
bin drawn and bound faſt to him,zz tLat Spirit or Principle of the new 
and everlaſting Covenant, which is calied Love 1 Cor. 1 3. Rom. 13.9, 

—1o. This Lowe, this Goſpel-(pirit & the fulfuller of the Law of God, 
mn every point, in every ſenſe of 1;, literal and myſtical ; in the utmoſt . 
extent, and to all intents and purpoſes, to God's well-pleaſing, and . 
man's Salvation. Out of the goldex Bowl of his heavenly creature-ſpi- 
rit (Zech.4.2.) has Chriſt pour'd forth the holy Oyl of ſpiritual 

Light, into the myſtical Pitcher of Man's natural ſpirit z which, abus'd 

and turn'd from, the ſaid Silver Cord is broken, \piritual Light with- 

drawn 3 all ſight of Chriſt, and converſe with, or knowledg of God, . 
therein and by, cut off, So, the ſaid Pitcker is broken, rendered un- 
capable of receiving or holding ſuch ſpiritual Waters or Convicti- 
ons, any more. And, the Fountain, whence they flow'd, ſhall be 
ſtopp'd up, againſt them. And then, the Wheel, by which, in mercy, 
the ſaid Waters were drawn forth and convey'd to them, will be bro- 
ken at the Ciſtern,and turn'd into a Wheel or diſpenſation of Wrath, to- 
them.z God having put an end to his dealing with them, in a way of 
Mercy, and Trial. By the ſame hand or Spirit of Chriſt, by which, 
Grace is ſhew'd and offer'd, will God pour forth his Wrath on all 
wilful, obſtinate deſpiſers of his Love. The ſame thing ſeems ſigni- 

fied by. the Prophets breaking the ſtaff of beauty, and the ſtaff of bands, 
as tokens of God's refuſing, to have any more to do, with that rebelli- 
ous houſe of 1/rael, that by playing the harlot with their own Beanty, . 
(Ezek. 16.15.) or doting on their own fading Glory, in the reſtor'd 
righteous lite of the firſt-Covenant, defpis'd and rejected Chriſt, as, by. 
the light of the ſecond, ſhew'd and offcr'd (as a ſpiritual Lord and. 
Huſband ). to them, . in an everlaſting Life and Union, Ggnified by: 
Bands; Zech. 11.10,14. On this, God refuſes to have any more to. | 
do with them, in cither Covenant, having ſet up themſelves, with 
the Devil, in the firſt, in unchangeable enmity to him and the ſe>, 


cond. 


Verſ. 7. Then ball the-duit return to the Earth, . as .it was : and the 
ſpirit ſhall return unto God who gave it. = 


| See Chap. 3. 20. Duſt, here, ſignifics the mortal earthy life of the. 
natural 
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- natvral ſpirit, as well as: body of man. Aedepriv'd of all the fadin 

. goodneſs thereof, muſt the immortal beings of incorrigibly wicked 
Angcls and Men, return to God, and ſtand before him, to receive his 
righicous ſentence and full execution thereof, as ſubjets of his un- 
quenchable. wrath, ' From the deep ſenſe hereof, Solomon cries out 
again, as in the beginning of: his Book, Chap. 1. 2. 


Verſ. 8. Vanity of vanities (ſaith -the Preacher) all is vanity. 


All, in the firſt-creation, worldly ſtate of Angel and Man, s vanity; 
no life, beauty, goodneſs, glory, wiſdom, righteouſncſs, thoughts,bel- 
ly or meats, defires or deſirables, words, works, &c. but what are 
periſhing vanities, Man (and Angel too) ir the higheſt honour and at- 
tainments of their natural make and ſtate, are altogether vanity; Pal. 
39. 5, 6. 'Tis then-inexcuſable madneſs and folly in both, to pitch, 
by their final choice, for true happineſs, ſhort of the convincingly 
ſhew'd, and graciouſly offer'd new-covenant lite of Chriſt and God. 
Doting on their own glory, will render them veſſels of diſhowour and 


everlaſiing contempt. 


"'Verſ. 9. And moreover, becauſe the *Preacher was wiſe, he ſtill taught 
the people Knowledg ; yea, he gave good heed,and ſought out, and fat 
in order many Proverbs. 1 King. 4.32. 


Solomon, in the infallible Spirit of Truth, declar'd the deep, hid- 
den things, and Spiritual Truths of God. All Divine and Spiritual 
things are Myſteries, *Parables, and dark-ſayings, to the higheſt natu- 
ral capacity of Angel or Man. *Tis only in the infallible light or 
ſpiritual wiſdom and wnderſtandirg of Chriſt, ( communicated to, and 
ſet up in Man or Ange), by his new-creating-workmanſhip upon 
them) ſuch Kingdom-things or myſteries ca” ever be diſcern'd or 
junag'd; 1 Cor. 2.10,14,15. 1o ſpiritual Saints only is it given, to know 
ſach things 5 Mat. 13. 11. To them, (any Men, in their own under- 
ſtanding) t is not giver, In the 1ntallible creature-ſpirit of Chriſt, 
men come to ſee the fellowſhip of the M,jter, 3 ( Epheſ. 3.9.) or the 
myſterious fellowſhip of Divine and creatur« -narure in Chriſt's won- 


derful Perſon. Hereby, the moſt dark parable of God's infinite Divi- 
nity, 


” "CSF 
nity, becomes known and ſeen to Saints, Chriſt himſelf is the ſu- 
pream Preacher, Diſcoverer,and Declarer of all. And,by a-portion of 
his infallible creature-ſpirit, are Saints qualified to receive, ſuch viſi- 
_ fights of God, as he cxhibits to them 5 and to declare them to 
others. | 


Verl, 10. The Preacher ſought to find out acceptable words 5, and that - 


which was written, was upright; even words of Trath. 


Here's a farther account of the izme thing, by Solomon, as a type oft 
Chriſt, the ſupream Apoltle, Ange: or Micfienger, and High-Prieſt of . 
God, the higheſt and chiet Pr: acher of the divine mind, to Angels 
and Men. He finds out(and furi:(ihes his crue ſpiritual Diſciples and ' 
followers, with | meet, 4cceptuvle words, ways and means, for reveal-. 
ing or opening the myſteries of infinite Divinity, which remain ſeal'd© 
up, from all frſt-creation underſtanding. The whole Connſel, and all 
myſteries of the infinite divine Spirit, are «ngraven m the Tables of 
Chriſt's twofold creature nature, root and branch ( in the heavenly 
and glorified earthly life thereof) fo asto be ſeen and read or uns 
derſtood, by all ſpiritual Angels and Men. All the words of #his lis - 
wing creature-word, ſpirit,or Bookof (3od are acceptable to God, and to - 
obedient. Angels and Mer. This Book (in perſonal union with the Di- - 
vinity, whoſe Book it is)was ſhew'd John, open'd by the Lamb ſlain, ag-. 
to changeable firſt-creation life, and rais'd into the ſecond. - On the : 
opening thereof, bleſſed Angels and Saints fall down and worſhip the Lamb, 
for opening this ' Book of acceptable words to God, and right words. of 
comfort and Salvation to them 5. Rev. 5. 5,—14. By a right reading + 
or underſtanding of theſe words of the reveal'd or open'd Book, are 
ather Saints, with Solowwor,qualified to preach them, This, Paxl expe- 
rienc'd, by Chriſt's powerful touching and raifing-him, into a right 
fpiritual under(tandiyg of ſuch words,ir a newneſs of life and ſtrength, 
with Daniel, (Ad.9.6. Das.1o. 18,19.) on which, he became a Prea- 
oher of his unſearchable Divine and Creature-riches, (Epheſ.3.8. Yin 
right words, acceptable to God and eMen, as ſhewing the true way of 
Sulvation, in which only, men can. be acceptable- to God, and truly 
bleſſed. Such words, ( as the new-Wine of the ſpiritual Vine-tree ) are 


abeering toGod and Man 3 Judges 9, 13; 
4 g 3 Judges 9, 13. Ver 
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Verſ. 11. The words of the Wiſe are as Goads, and as Nails - faſtned 
by the Maſters of Aſſemblies, which are- given from one Shepherd, 


Here are ſumm'd up, the Truths, ſpoken, in reference to Chriſt 
and Saints, as Chriſt is the great Maſter of ſuch Aſſemblies, and great 
Shepherd of his ſheep, ſetting up, and uſing others, under him, in: this 
high ſervice. Chriſt and his wife-hearted, right-ſpirited Miniſters un- 

der him, are the only Preachers of ſuch Words, as will make wiſe unto 
Salvation. Such words, as goads and nails, are faſtned by ſuch Maſters 
of Aſſemblies, in the hearts ot obedient Hearers,that have am incorrup- 
tible Seed of the fame Wiſdom, in them. The words of Man's or De- 
vil's wiſdom, "Princes of this World, that come to nought, (1 Cor.2.6.) 
ſignify worſe then nothing ; even that that natural State, they have 
ſet up, in unchangeable enmity to God, is eternal Life. But the words 
of God's Wiſdem, are not yea and nay, but only yea and amen, 2 Cor.1.17, 
— 20. Words of infallible Truth and ——— Life, faſtned by Chrift 
himſelf, immediately 3 and mediately,by other Maſters of Aſſemblies, un- 


mer him. 


| Verſ. 12. And further, by theſe, my Son, be admoniſhed:: of making 
many Books there is no end, and much ſiudy is a -wearineſs-of the 
Fleſh. ., | 


What are theſe ma77y Books, without end, or to no end ? and, muth 
ſtudy or reading, that's wearineſs to the fleſh © Both ſignify the un- 
rofitable labour in Man's Wiſdom, that can never attain the right 
Lnowiedg of ſpiritual Myſteries, the glorious Truths or things of the 
Kingdom of God. Yea, that Wiſdom is the very wail on, Man's heart, 
that hinders his ſight, as to any ſuch _ In that wiſdom can Mar 
ever ſee beyond, no nor to the end of what's to be aboliſlid.' So, ſets 
up in the fading Life,Goodneſs or Glory of that firſt-Covenant State; 
that's to be done away, and utterly aboliſh'd out of all Angels and 
Men'z 2 Cor. 3.13. Chriſt, when he had taken this fleſhly Vail, rent it, 
in hin;ſelf ; Heb.10. 20. By the death of'our natural ſpirit, at beſt, 
can it be ſo rent-in us, as to make way for our ſpiritual ſight of hea- 
venly, eternal things, things of God. Where-ever Moſes or the Law, yea, 
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and whole Scripture is read, & 73,9 bave this Vail on their Hearts, 
a ſingle, uncrucified, natural, firſt-Covenant U, derſtanding, they ſee 
nothing but /etter, old Teſtament, or fir{t-Covenant ſenſe of all Scrip- 
ture 3 rothing of the Spirit, new Teſtament, or ſecond Covenant and 
ſpiritual meaning, in all; 2 Cor.3.13,—15, The enlighten'd fleſbly, 
fir ſt-Covenant Jews, or Lawyers, ſaw nothing -of Goſpel-myſteries, 
couch'd under eMoſes's typical Law-writings 3 by which,ever: he, they 
truſted in, condemned them, as RejeGers of all ſpiritual Truths or My- 
ſeries, by him, therein declar'd. Foh.5.45,—47. They ſaw the lite- 
ral, but did not believe the ſpiritual ſenſe of ( and things in ) eMoſer's 
Writings; the proper objects of ſpiritual Faith, diſcerning, or under 
ſtanding, - They refus'd the way of having ſuch an underſtanding 
brought a-float, in them 3 the death and loſs of their own. Hence, 
ſuch enlight'ned Profeſſors, with their Teachers and Rulers, not knowing 
Chriſt, nor the voices of Moles, and their own Prophets, which were read, 
and expounded, every Sabbath day, became the —— fulfillers of 
them, only, in contradi@ing, blaſpheming and crucifying bim,for witnel- 
ſing aſſerting and declaring the very ſpiritual Truths and Myſteries of 
Wh esand the Prophet's Writings,concerning himſelf;or his myſterious, 
wonderful, all-comprehenfive Perſon. A&. 13.27. What then is ſuch 
a Man like to arrive at, or come to, as to the doing himſelf or other's 
ood, in the way of Salvation, that underſtands not one tittle of the 
ving or ſpiritual ſenſe of any Sctipture > What amount all fixch a 
Man's reading, ſtudy, labour, preachings, writings, books, or what- 
ever he can ſay or do, 'thro' his whole lite, im but that Law-wifdom, 
that's the very black. and thick, darkning Vail, upon: him, keeping 
him under a perfe& impoſhibility of ever tinding out anyone fpiritu- 
al Myſtery or Truth, in all Scripture ? No man, 11 that fooliſh-wiſ- 
dom, ever receives the ſpiritual or Goſpel-Teftimony of any. Scripture, 
Joh.'3: 32+ A becoming a Fool, as to that Wiſdom, is undiſpenſably 
neceſſary, iri the methods and contrivements of God's Wiſdorn, to a be+ 
coming wiſe unto Salvation, that is, ſpiritually wiſe, in God 3 ſo 5 to 
wnderſtand all things ; 1Cor.1,20.& 2.14;15.& 3.18,19& 4.10. None 
of the divine and ſpiritual [Things, or Myſteries of God the Father, and 
of (ſen Son' (Col2.1:) Anoweth, conceiveth, perceiveth, recefverb 
any ; fave in ſpiritual Light or new-creature Underſtanding far, 
| | Ooo they 
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they can only be ſpiritually diſcern'd;, 1 Cor:2.11,—14. All the myſte- 
rious Truths or Things of God ( engraven in the creature-ſpirit of 
Chriſt, the [ving Word or Book of God 3, or ſignified in the Tranſcript 
or Copy thereof, his written Oracles or Scriptures of Truth, the holy 
Bible or Book of God ) are perfeQly ſhut up from: (and therefore 
as perfe&tly ſhut out by ) Man's wiſdom, in all his pretended Divini- 
ty-preachings and Writings,under the diſguiling title of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. Of whoſe Goſpel ? Chriſt's 2 A likely matter | The 
dark Law-vail is upon his heart, as to all Chriſt's Goſpel-matters. No 
humane improvements of that Witdom (by cultivating Education- 
arts, or means, poſible ). fignify any thing, ſave a being more confi- 
dent and ſtrongly arm'd, to fight Satan's Battels againſt Chriſt's Gof- 
pel, in defence of that, he preach'd, at firſt, to Eve. How dark and 
1gnorant were the wiſeand learned Jewiſh Teachers, as to all the 
things in Chriſt's Goſpel-miniſtry or teaching, which ignorant, un- 


learned ( AF. 4. 13.) Fiſhermen and Women (under the teaching=- 


Influence of Chriſt, by which, a fpiritual Underſtanding was waken'd 
and ſer up in them.) cleerly underſtood ? Solewor, therefore, adviſes 
Men to ceaſe from the unprofitable, Mercenary, trading labour of 
their own Underſtanding, Cunprofitable,fave only for the grarifying 
their worldly Intereſt, by bringing in rewards and honour from Man, 
to them) asever they hope to make any right work on't, at preaching, 
and interpreting the Scriptures. . They muſt wait for the Inſpirations 
of the Almighty, to give or ſet up in ther a ſpiritual Underſtanding 5 
Job 32. 8. Otherwiſe, preach and write, while they will, the whole 
Scripture, as to the whole counſel of God, or ſpiritual, faving Senſe, 


Fruths, and Myſteries thereof, #* a Book ſeal'd, to theme ;, 16a. 29. 11. 


Neither learned, nor unlearned ( ver. 12.) as to the Wifdom of Man, 
can read, or underſtand it. So, all man's Toil and Study, in his own 
tolling, rolling, flucuating ſpirit, under the myſtical wind or inſpira- 
tion of the very ſpirit of the Devil, muſt needs be unprofitable, as to 
his own or others true Blefledneſs; and very weariſom to his fleſh, or 
whole man, in his but reſtor'd natural State, a fleſhly, firſt-covenant 
Law-life, Righteouſneſs, and Wiſdom. He and his blind Followers 
will meet with final diſappointment, asto all their ſclFpleaſing hopes 


and expectations, therein. After all their confident preaching hear 


ng 


(475) 
ing, labouring, and walking in their own ſpirit, in the light of the kindled 
or Law-zeal thereof, anel compaſſang themſetves about with the ſparks, 
Works or beſt Fruits perform'd or produced by them, therein) will 
they be all forc'd to lie down, for ever, in Sorrow, under Wrath; 1/z. 
©. It. He that quit's all that old name and life, they truſt in, and 
truſts wholly in: the new life or ame of. the Lord, is ſure to meet with 
a perfeQly contrary iſſue, & reward, 1n a ſtate of eternal Bleſſedneſs; 
Xr. 10. Thoſe that find themſelves, weary and heavy laden, in this un- 
profitable, toilſom courſe, in their own Wiſdom, which is but bodily 
exerciſe, or exerciſe of the vile,natural body,and ſtate of life,(1Trm.4.8. 
*Phil.3. 21. 1 Cor. 15. 44, 45.) Muſt and will come to Chriſt, for ſpi- 
ritual Life and Underſtanding, who will make way for the ſpringing 
up of the incorruptible Seed thereof ( where itis) by renting the fleſh- 
ly Law-vail, and pulling down the earthen Partition-wall,, between them 
and him (in his ſpiritual Goſpel-life) by the demoliſhing Work ofhis 
Crof. So alone, can they come to ſee and enjoy him, with all his di- 
vine, heavenly, ſpiritual Things and Truths, as their true Reſt and 
Bleſſednefs, for ever. Mat. 11. 28,—30. Never had Chriſt's Goſpel, 
in primitive Goſpel-times, at belt, any national reception, or owning 
and countenance. Conftantine's owning and embodying it with the 
Laws of the Empire, fo as to bring it under the Eraſtiaz prote&tion 
and guardianſhip of the civil Magiſtgate, was the foundation of An- 
tichriſtianiſm. 'Tis more then ſorely and dangerouſly ſuſpitious, that 
all variety of humane Undertakers at Goſpel-preaching ( that can 
thereby find a worldly ſelf-intereſt, gratified, in accumulated worldly 
Honours and Riches) will, at bottom be'found Satan's Goſpel-mint- 
ſters, and Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 11.13, —15. Mat:24.24. And herein, the 
grollcſt idolatraus pretenders to Chriſt's Goſpel, fare beſt; and, the 
more refined ſtill, worſe and worſe; yet, all get ſomething ( whereas 
*Paxl, worth millions of them, labowr'd with his hands to Jppy his own 
and other's wants; A&t. 20. 34.) under the God of this World, whoſe 
intereſt they moſt certainly carry on, and ſerve, againſt Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, in all their claſhing varieties, think or ſay what they will. 
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Verſ. 13. Let us hear the concluſion of the whole matter ; Fear God, 
and keep his Commandments : for, this is the whole duty of Man. 


Man ought ſo to fear God, as to be found a right keeper of his Com- 
mands. This is Man under a double obligation for, as the work of 
God's hands, at firſt ; and as redeem'd out of the Fall, fince. Yea, all 
imaginable ties and obligations are upon him, for performing this re- 
ſult and total ſum of all inſtruction and Duty 3 Fear God,and keep his 
Commandments, Theſe Commands, joyn'd with the true fear of God, 
were moſt exactly kept and obſerv'd by Chriſt himſelf; even his Father's 
Commands for his (and his followers) laying down the fading Law- 
life of Nature, that they may take it up again, in and with the everlaſt- 
ing righteous Goſpel-life of h7s ſpirit of Grace 3. Joh. 10.17,18. & Joh. 
14.15,21,23. From the true Sonly fear of God, and love to his Mer- 
.cy, or unſpeakable Goſpel-gift of eternal Life, »ſ# . we hate; and do 
Judgment ( or, receive and alſo execute God's righteous Sentence of 
Death, 2 Cor. 1. 9.) on our moſt re{tor'd Law-ſtate of Nature. By 
ſuch humbling our ſelves to the death of our Nature, at beſt, car we come 
to walk, as Enoch, with God,in his Spirit of Grace, that's in unchange- 
able harmony of mind and will, with his infinite divine Spirit. Mie. 
6. 8. How can two Men, walk together, (and how much leſs, God and 
man) except they be agreed ? This is the concluding ſun of all, God re- 
quir's of us, That we obediently keep and do all his Commands, in 
his never-ſinning or erring Spirit of everlaſting Righteouſneſs and in- 
fallible Truth, The beſt works or fruits, done or brought forth in 
our Law-lite of enmity to God, can never anſwer his requirings of us, 
(an we love him, with all our heart, ſoul, mind, and ſtrength, in a ſpirit 
of dire&t enmity to him ? Lzk. 10. 27. Direct contradiction. The 
Goſpel-ſpirit of Grace, call'd Love, is the fulfiller of the whole Law, 
mind and will of God ; "om. 13. 8,-10. 


Verſ. 14. For, God ſhall bring every work into Judgment ; with every 
ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whetker it in be evil, 


Rom, 2,16, 2 Cor. 5. 10. The Man Chriſt will be found able to do 
all 
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. all this: Heb.a. 12, 13; The fad  £/ LR of rejeing the! advice 
given,.(v. 13.) will be eternal miſery, torment, and vexation of ſpt- 
rit, on the 1rrecoverable Joſs of all the fading goodneſs or comforts 
of the natural ſtate ; and, an eternal excluſion from the once fauly 
ſhew'd and offer'd never-fading goodne(s and glory of a ſpiritual; e- 
ternal life of everlaſting righteouſneſs. This will be concluded by 
God's infallible Spirit of Truth, whoſe Authority (when Chriſt appears 
Judg himſelf, on his Throne) fhall,no longer, be queſtioned or difpu- 
ted, (as all along this World, in Satan's reign and'man's day, it has ) 
but every tongue ſhall confeſs it, as of right, belonging to the Man CEriit 
Joh. 5. 22, 27: Phil. 2.11. The undeniable truth of his righteaks 
Judgment, will have a univerſal acknowledgement from all good 
and evil Angels and Men, By the irreſiſtible beamings-forth of the 
light of that Spirit, ( wherein he will judge and pronounce the Sen- 
tence of God's infinitely juſt and righteous mind and will )._ ſball the 
"Books of all hearts and canſciences be forc'd oper or unlock'd,fo as to 
make enemies themſelves,witneſſes for him,againſt themſelyes,on they 
amazing forc'd remembrance of, and his ſetting all their innumerable 
Deans abominations, naked and open, in the view of themſcly 

and all others. And then will Chriſt, alſo, open his own infallible Boo 

of Records, in which he has repiſtred and ſet down, in indeleble cha- 
racers, from firſt to laſt, (according to the divine ſight and judgment 
of God) all,done by,or found in every Angel and Man,good or bad; 
Rev. 20. 12,13. The * Books of all Men's and Angel's Conſciences will 
be opened, and then Chriſt's own Book, the Book of Life, out of which, 
all Men ſhall be judged according to their works. Oat of, and by all 
theſe Books, will God's Judgement pronounc'd on Men, be found, 
clearly and undeniably righteous. For,the Records in the hearts and 
conſciences of men, will be found in exa@ harmony with what's writ- 
ten in God's own Book, which will lay the evil creature, under un- 
deniable guilt, and juſt condemnation, to the filencing and ſtopping 
every blaſphemous mouth of —_— And then, alſo,(hall the ſecret 
hidden ſpiritual Life of Saints,with the well-pleaſing right works and 
fruits thereof ( unobſerv'd and un-own'd, yea, blaſphem't by ene- 
mies) be open'd and manifeſted to all, for their eternal juſtification. 
All ſecret evils, that have lain hid in enemies, under all fair ſhews in 
holy 
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fleſh; and all the Ritet good works of (piritual Saints, that 
ener under the marr viſage of their crucified natural man, yo 
be brought mts and general view. Sowill the mcorrigibly wiee 
hed be ſemt, as j condemned: perſons, i»to mg puniſhment ; 
and, the gacha Righteow, into Life eternal ; Mat.25.31,-46, 
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